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FOREWORD.

HEN such students of Philately as Southgate,

U» Ryer, Sloan, KEwing, Demuth, Owe, Kleman,

Lusk and Barrett cheerfully and generously

give us of their time and knowledge we are almost per-

suaded that the effort we have expended on this second

volume of twentieth century United Siates stamps has
not been in vain.

At the suggestion of some of our friends, we have
provided blank pages at the end of each chapter for
individual notes, as no story covering plate varieties
can be complete until all panes, of all plates, have heen
checked.

We are led to hope that our fellow collectors may
enjoy hrowsing through these pages as much as we have
enjoyed writing them.

BeverLy S. Kixg

Max G. JouL
Feb, 1, 1934,






CHAPTER I

THE TWO CENT HARDING
1923

lectors, but as Bertram Poole has pointed out one can hardly commemo-

rate an individual though one may commemorate the anniversary of his
birth or death; it is more correctly speaking a **Memorial”* stamp as deseribed
in the Seott Catalog.

President Harding, after a short illness, died August 2, 1923, A fow days
after his death Mr. Glover was in conference with the Postmaster General and
the subject of a memorial stamp was diseussed, Mr. New stating that as Post-
master General he would like to show his appreciation of his viend the late
President, and felt that a memorial stamp would be an ideal way of doing so.
M. L. Eidsness, Jr., Superintendent of the Division of Stamps, was thereupon
instructed by Mr. Giover to have the Bureau proceed with sketehes at onee. (1)
The official announcement follows :

THE 2 Cent Harding is classed among “‘Commemoratives™ by many col-

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, D. C., August 23, 1923,

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the department is about to issue a special 2-cent postage stamp printed in black
ink, bearing the portrait of the late President Harding, to be known as the Harding
memorial stamp.  This stamp will be issued by the department for a limited period,
probably not to exceed 90 days, but those remaining on hand in post offices after
their issuance has been discontinued will be sold to the public until the supply is
exhausted and they will be valid for postage until used.

The Harding memorial stamp is described as follows:

It is the same shape and size as the current 2-cent stamp and bears the por-
trait of Warren G. Harding within an oval and partly inclosed in a panel, which is
supported on either side by acanthus scrolls. Above the portrait within a curved
panel appear the words “United States Postage' in white roman capital letters, On
a ribbon below the oval is the name “Harding,” and under this at the bottom of the
stamp appears the word “Cents.” 1In both lower corners within ovals with dark
backgrounds is the white numeral *2.” In the upper left-hand corner appears the
year of birth, 1865, and in the upper right-hand corner the vear of death, ““1923."
The entire stamp is inclosed within a plain black border. The stamp is printed in
black ink.

The new Harding memorial stamp will first be placed on sale at Marion, Ohio,
and at the Philatelic Ageney, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, on Sep-
tember 1, 1923,

As a suflicient supply of these stamps will not be available for general distribu-
tion until after September 1, postmasters are requested not to submit requisitions
to the department for them until after that date. This issue will be limited and is
not intended to displace the current 2-cent stamp. Requisitions, therefore, shonld
be drawn for restricted quantities only and such requisitions should he plainly
marked “Harding Memorial Stamp,” and all other items of stamps excluded.

W. Irving Glover,
Third Assistant Postmaster General,

Special die proofs mounted in handsome black moroceo covers were pre-
pared and presented to Mrs. Harding, Mrs, Coolidge, Mrs. New, Miss MeLean
and one or two officials of the Burcau. These were autographed by the Post-
master,

In accordance with the promise the stamps were placed on sale at both
Marion, Ohio, and at the Philatelic Agency in Washington, on September 1

¥

(1) Mekeel's Weekly, October 1, 1923,
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1923, The demand for this value in the late President’s home town was tremen-
dous. Of the 200,000 copies first sent to the Marion Post Office 180,000 were
sold the day of issue, 5,000 of these being used on first day covers.

The issue received great publicity in newspapers throughout the country.
The following article is typical :

“The issuance of a Presidential Memorial 2 cent stamp is a precedent. Hith-
ertc only one dead President has been immediately memorialized with a special seal.
Soon after the death of President Lincoln a 15 cent mourning stamp was issued in
his honor. Even the regulations of the Postal Union have been waived to print the
Harding Stamp. One of the agreements of ihe Union is that the first letter rate of
postage in all signatory countries shall be printed in red. Postmaster General New
recently cabled the headquarters of the Union at Berne, Switzerland, advising of
the temporary change of color.”(2)

It was the original intention of the Department to have this stamp super-
sede the regular issue for a period of sixty days and an order for 300,000,000
was placed with the Bureau. This supply was found wholly inadequate. To
quote: ‘‘It is said that official Washington fully expected the first order of
300,000,000 of these stamps to be ample to supply every person in the country
and the postal officials eould not understand the repeated calls from almost
every Post Office for more of these, while the sale of the red two cent remained
at ifs normal volume, and after the Bureau had been given an order for
300,000,000 additional it dawned on them that the stamps were being bought up
by stamp collectors. It was then decided to print another 600,000,000 to make
sure that the stamp would have mail cireulation and not only philatelie cireun-
lation.”” (?)

It was found impossible to meet the publie demand for this stamp by print-
ings from flat plates and it became necessary for the Post Office Department
to authorize the Bureau to supplement the flat bed process with the rotary press.
On September 10th the Department officially announced that the rotary press
stamps would be placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 12, 1923. This was the first commemorative or memorial stamp that was
issued by this government in two tvpes of printing.

The demand from collectors and users of the mails was far greater than for
any previous special issue. The stamps were sold at face value in numerous
places besides post offices and were even used as a medium to bring trade into
certain stores, the most prominent concern in this work being The United Cigar
Stores Co., this firm displaying placards in their windows calling attention to
the fact that these stamps were on sale inside, they were sold in envelopes, five
copies for ten cents,

Clontrarv to an earlier announcement the Third Assistant Postmaster Gen-
eral on Oectober 30, 1923, authorized the issunance of the Harding stamps in
sheet form imperforate. At that time the Department announced that these
would be placed on sale at the Philatelic Ageney November 15th.  This change
on the part of the Post Office was influenced by the demands of hundreds of
collectors as well as others not interested in the philatelie difference who were
anxious to secure the stamps unperforated in order to frame parts of sheets and
keep them as a memorial of the late President. These imperforates added a
third major variety to the issue. Althougeh it was intended to have the Harding
stamps supersede the ordinary two cent denomination for a period of but sixty
days, it was not until the end of February 1924 that the Bureau was ordered to
discontinue printing them.

(2) New York Times, August 24, 1923,

(3) American Philatelist, December 1922
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The frame was designed by C. A, ITuston, of the Bureau, the vignette being
taken from an etching by F. Pauling. 1t was said to have been the late Presi-
dent’s favorite portrait and was made just prior to his trip to Alaska, which
ended by his death on his way back to the Capital. The master die was engraved
by E. M. Hall.

#611—Two Cent, Black. PORTRAIT OF HARDING. No Wmk.
Pertf. 11.

Issued September 1, 1923,

These were printed from four hundred subject plates having horizontal and
vertical guide lines terminated by arrows in the margin. These plates each had
eight plate numbers, two showing on each 100 subjeet pane, opposite the fifth
stamp from the outer corner,

In the latter part of April 1924 a pane of forty of these stamps was found
imperforate vertically in a Newark, N. .J. post office by Dr. Samuel Konwiser.
This was divided into nine blocks of four and two pairs.(*) Imperforate pairs
have heen found with counterfeit 1114 perfs on four sides but imperf between,
and have been passed as the above variety,—care should be taken in purchasing
this item.

There was one other variety found which lost its uniqueness by the decision
of the Third Assistant Postmaster General to issue the stamps imperforate. The
collection of A. K. Owen boasts one pane of 100 imperforate stamps from plate
No. 14870. This is the only unperforated pane from this plate in existence. It
was found in a usnal post office package of 100 sheets of vegularly perforated
stamps, and had been blue penecilled at the Burean, but somchow had gotten out
by mistake. The later issue of imperforate stamps nullified the uniqueness
of this sheet and the plate number is the only evidence of its rarity.

Shades: Grey black, black, intense black.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.

b: Tosition blocks.
A—1top and bottom, left and right split arrows.
B—Right and left, upper and lower quarters, center line.
C—Plate number blocks.

¢: Pair and blocks imperf vertically.

d: Shifted Transfer.
The usual shows a doubling of the shading lines in the lower part of
the bust. Better copies also show doubling above and below “HARD-
ING” and in the small squares at the lower corners. Plate # 14852
shows many of these shifts. Also found on plates Nos, 14906, 15080,
15131 and 15137, Stamp under plate # 15165 U. R. shows a double.
Also on U, R. # 15163, stamps Nos. 10, 80, 90, 100,

e: Misalignment of Entry:
Plate #14852 top left plate block of six shows two top stamps of
sixth vertical row to be almost 1mm lower than the adjoining stamp.

Plates used: 14852—53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73,
74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94,
95, 96, 97, 98, 99
14902—03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 40, 41, 42, 43, 46, 47, 48, 49, 54, 55.
56, 72, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 97, 98, 99
15000—05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29,
30, 31, 32, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58,
59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 81,
84, 89, 90, 91, 92, 97, 98, 99
156100—09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 29, 30, 31,
32, 37, 38, 39, 556, 56, 67, b8, 63, 64, 65, 67, 77, 78, 91, 92, 95

(4) Mekeel's, May 19, 1924
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Plates found defective and not used:
14957
15123—40

Plates certified but not used:
15124—66, 68, 69, 70, 75, 76, 89, 90, 96, 97, 98
15207—08, 09, 10

Quantity issued: About 1,407,437,000

#613—Two Cent, Black. PORTRAIT OF HARDING. Rotary Press
printing. No Wmk. Perf. 10.

Issued September 12, 1923,

We have placed this variety after the flat plate stamps as it was issued be-
fore the imperfs.

These were the first rotary press sheet stamps to be issued above the 1 cent,
which value had been issued primarily for use as precancelled stamps. They
were perforated 10x10 as this was the only gange that eould be used and not
cause the sheets to fall apart at the slightest tonch.

The plates for these stamps contained 400 subjects, divided into panes of
100 by horizontal and vertical gutters 3,16 inches wide. These gutters formed
the margins for the panes when the sheets were prepared for post office use, and
as a result there were no straight edges as on the flat plate sheets, The plate
numbers were in the outside four corners of the sheet, one to each pane. The
vertical gutter between panes were divided into twenty equal parts hy short
horizontal lines. These were infended as guides for the perforator, and as they
were located in the eenter befween the fifth and sixth horizontal rows of each
pane allowance could be made it the perforations were too high or too low, as
the space between the horvizontal marginsg made constant correetions necessary.
All these plates had the horizontal guides, which on the panes looked like
hyphens. These were discontinued several vears later as improvements in perfo-
rating made them no longer necessary.

The distinguishing marks on these rotary press stamps are the weak color,
lack of fine detail, the perforations and the added height of the desien. It is,
perhaps, due to its short life more desirable than either of the flat plate stamps,
in spite of the mueh smaller quantity of imperforates issued. The rotary press
stamps had not proved safisfactory from a printing standpoint as they had a
generally grey appearance, The Bureau discontinued this method of printing
the latter part of October and many colleetors and dealers, unaware of this
order, failed to obtain copies while the stamps were current.

There is but one minor variety of this stamp, that of double paper, which
was caused by the pasting together of two rolls of paper. A sheet from plate
No. 14939 was found in which four rows, (40 stamps,) were found on double
paper. No record is available of any others having been found.

Shades: Grey black, greyish black, black.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: There are no position blocks in this form of issue.

¢: Double paper,

Plates used: = 14866—67
14900—01, 38, 39, 95, 96

Plates not used: 15001—02, 13, 14

Quantity issued: About 150,000,000
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#612—Two Cent, Black. PORTRAIT OF HARDING. No Wmk.
Imperf.

Issued November 15, 1923,

These were issued in full sheets of four hundred and sold at Marion, Ohio,
and at the Philatelic Ageney in Washington. As these were issued mainly for
collectors and those desirous of framing part sheets unperforated, most of the
available supply reached philatelic hands,

It was reported from Washington the latter part of February 1924 that the
Bureau had already sent 992 sheets, (396,800 stamps,) to the Ageney and 10
sheets to Marion, Ohio, and that there remained on hand at that time about 200
to 250 unperforated sheets, whieh if not taken by the Ageney would be perfo-
rated and regularly issued. So far as we have been able to diseover the Ageney
did not apply for them.

This stamp is almost as common as the perforated variety as most dealers
bought them in full sheets, Arrow and center line blocks are naturally the
most desirable.

Shade: Black.

Varieties: a: Usual imperf sheet varieties,
b: Private perf. Shermack III,

Plates used: # 14870-——(only one pane of 100 known to be in existence.)
15019—25, 27, 28

Quantity issued: Available to collectors 400,800, The Bureau records indicate that
770,000 were issued unperforated. The difference in the two figures no doubt
represents the quantity used for making private coils, these sheets being sent
direct.brlo the manufacturer. Unused pairs with these private perfs are quite
desirable.
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First Sketeh of Vignette of the le Stamp.

CHAPTER 1II
HUGUENOT-WALLOON ISSUE
1924

HIS tercentenary celebration was held in 1924, Dr. John Baer Stoudt,

I Secretary and later Director of the Commission, was responsible for the

suggestion of a commemorative set of postage stamps. He personally

took up the question with the Postmaster General and members of Congress,

submitting suggestions for the subjeets and finally securing approval, by Con-

gressional action, not only for the three stamps but for a commemorative half
dollar as well. The official notice of the stamps reads as follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, D. C., April 16, 19524,

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the department is about to issue a special series of postage stamps in com-
memoration of the three hundredth anniversary of the settling in New Netherland,
now the State of New York, of the Walloons in 1624. These stamps are issued in
three denominations, 1-cent, 2-cent and 5-cent, and are described as follows:

They are rectangular in shape, about 13 by 7% inches in size. The 1-cent
stamp, printed in green, has for its central design a view of the ship New Nether-
land, upon which the Walloons sailed. The 2-cent stamp, printed in red, repre-
sents the landing of the Walloons at Albany, N. Y., and the 5-cent stamp, printed
in blue, represents a marker located at Mayport, Fla., showing the landing place of
one colony of Walloons.

The surrounding design of the three denominations is identical, except for
the necessary change of numerals representing the denominations. Above the
central design in a semicircular panel appears the words ‘“‘Huguenot-Walloon Ter-
centenary’’ in white Roman letters, and above this, at the top of the stamps, in a
straight line, are the words “U. S. Postage.” In both upper corners are ribbon
serolls hearing the years “1624" at the left and ““1924" at the right. At the bhottom
of the stamp, in a straight line, is the word *“Cent” or “Cents,” and in both lower
corners within circles with dark backgrounds appears the white numeral represent-
ing the denomination. The entire stamp is inclosed within a single white-line
border.

The first issue of the new Huguenot-Walloon Tercentenary stamps will be
placed on sale May 1, 1924, at the following post offices:

Jacksonville, Fla,, Allentown, Pa.,
Mayport, Fla., Lancaster, Pa.,
Albany, N, Y., Philadelphia, Pa.,
New Rochelle, N. Y., Reading, Pa.
New York, N, Y., Charleston, 8. C.

The stamps will also be placed on sale May 1, 1924, at the Philatelic Agency,
Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, for the benefit of stamps collectors and
dealers, * *= * W. Irving Glover,

Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Three hundred years ago Europe presented a scene of chaos. The Thirty
Years War had just begun. Spiritual ideals, lofty principles, the welfare of
nations, religion itself seemed lost in a medley of conflicting inferests. A great
impulse toward the West had set in among the European peoples.
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As early as 1562 Admiral Cologny of France made an attempt to gain a
foothold in America, and provide a refuge for his fellow ‘‘hereties” whose long
decade of martyrdom he clearly foresaw. 1nder the leadership of Jean Ribaut,
one hundred and fifty men set out from Dieppe in two Duteh 3-masters, and a
large sloop.  The expedition finally landed at the mouth of the present St.
John’s River, Florida, then named by the Huguenots “Ye River Mai’'’ after
the date of its discovery, and a stone eolimn on which was carved the arms of
France was erected. A picture of this monument appears on the 5 C'ent stamp.

In 1615 a band of Walloon refugees, Freneh speaking Protestants, fled to
Leyden, the same eity that sheltered the Pilgrims before their final emigration
to America. About this time the Duteh West India Company had been formed
and was cager to make an experiment in colonization. It was decided to make
a permanent settlement on the banks of the ““Mauritius™ (now Iwdson) River,
where some trading posts were already established, and in Mareh 1624 thirty-
two families, mostly Walloons, embarked in the ship ““Nieu Nederland,’ reach-
ing their destination in May. From records available most of these colonists
settled at Fort Orange, now Albany, some found their way to Delaware and
Connecticut and a few were left on Manhattan Island. The ship and a picture
of the landing at Albany were used on the one and two cent stamps.

The first designs for this issue (illustrated) showed the vignette in a square
frame with an arched top. The one and two cent values used the same subject
as in the issued stamp.  The five cent portrayed the Indians Greeting the Settlers
in Florida. The square treatment was found less effective than the semi ecivele
as first tried on the five cent. IHowever before any stamps were prepared the
Bureau wisely ehanged the vignette of the five cent to the Ribault Statue.

ToovTe. VOEXT)
NALLOOY TGy gjﬁﬁ;

D S A D % ML BT

WALLOON

Photos From Original Drawings of First Designs.
Never Approved or Issoed.

#614—One Cent, Green. ‘‘SHIP NIEU NEDERLAND.”” No Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued May 1, 1924,

It was at first intended to illustrate the ship **Nien Nederland™ on the 5
Cent Blue, and the Monument on the 1 Cent Green, but due to the colors the
Department decided that green lent itself better to a sea view and the ship was
used for the lower value. If is an imaginary picture of the Colonists’ vessel,
taken from a drawing prepared for the memorial half dollar, which was based
in turn on a marvine painting by the Belgian artist, A. Musin.  The eriginal
drawings are in the authors™ colleetions,  (1lustrated.)
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The view taken shows a quartering stern view with all sails set, the sketeh
showed the ship sailing from West to East, but this was ehanged by the Bureau
artist. The stamps were printed on 200 subjeet plates, 10 wide by 20 high, eut
vertieally and horizontally into panes of 50, and so issued. There was a plate
number over the third stamp from the vertical guide line on the upper panes
and in corresponding position below the lower panes. The side plate numbers
adjoin the sixth row from the horizontal guide line on the upper and lower panes.

The frame was designed by C. A, Huston, and the engraving work was done
by L. 8. Schofield, E. M. Hall and I1. P. Dawson, a | of the Burean of Engraving
and Printing. The die proof was approved by Postmaster General Harry S,
New on April 14, 1925,

Twelve plates were made for this stamp and all went to press.

Shades: Green, dark green.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Position blocks.
a. Half arrow lop, bottem and side blocks, Quartered center line
blocks.
¢: Broken transfer.
On the lower right of plate # 15759 there is a spot of color above the
space between the “C" and “E' of “CENTS" which extends into the
colorless frame line of the vignette
d: Double Transfer.
Listed—no data. _
Plates used: 15756—57, 58, 59, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, &5

Number issued: According to the report of the Third Assistant Postmaster General
for the fiscal year ending June 230, 1925: 51,378,023,

Lanting  te Walloons 31 Allany.

“Lamding of the Walloons at Albany' used on the 2e,
(From an old print.)

#615—Two Cent, Carmine rose. ‘‘LANDING AT FORT ORANGE.”
No Wmk. Perf, 11,

Issued May 1, 1924,

The landing of the Walloons at Albany, N. Y. was the subject selected for
this stamp. The picture, taken from an old print in Martha J. Lamb’s History
of New York, published in 1877, now many years out of print, shows a group of
colonists on the shore, several of them engaged in unloading chests from a small
boat. Further out on the river their staunch ship the ‘“Nien Nederland’’ is
seen at anchor. The frame is the same as the 1 eent, the only change being in
the numerals and letters of value.

The engraving was done by Dawson, Eissler and Hall. The die proof for
this stamp was approved by the Postmaster General on April 8th, almost a
week before the others, and work was immediately started on the first four
plates of this value.
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Shades: Carmine rose, dark carmine rose.

Varicties:

a:
bh:
c:

Plates nsed:

Plate number blocks.

Position blocks.

Double Transfer

S. W. Transfer showing in both numerals “CET"” of “CENTS" bottom
and left frame line and “HUGUENOT WALLOON" on stamp above
the one adjacent to a left plate number, left pane, plate #15745.
(Iustrated.)

S. W. Transfer in left numeral **1929" left and bottom frame lines,
(illustrated.) This is to the left of the two way double transfer.

: Two way double transfer all frame lines, both numerals, and in let-

tering, (illustrated.)

DAMAGED TRANSFER (Illustrated)

In transferring the design on plate 15746 a foreign substance adhered
to the transfer roll and caused a spot of color to appear in the “A" of
“Postage.” It first oceurred on stamp 5 of the lower right pane and
continued to be present on stamp 6-7-8-9-10 of the lower left pane
and in #6 & 7 of the lower right, then it disappeared, no doubt hav-
ing fallen off,

T —— e e e

Drawn by George B, Sloane.
15744—45, 46, 47, 60, 61, 62, 63, 66, 67, 68, 69, 86, 87, 88, 89

Number issued: According to the report of the Third Assistant Postmaster General

for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1925: 77,753,423,

Covr\fe.sy of BIA
Rep@rl’ed by
W.5-Robinson.

DouBLE TRANSFER

§ LerT Pane. PLATE 15745

1E7YS

' Dovble TRANSF ER adljacent
4 ?a zwo_yDo#blc. aéave, y

Double Transfers.
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#616—Five Cent, Blue. ‘‘MONUMENT AT MAYPORT, FLA.”
No Wmk, Perf. 11.

Issued May 1, 1924,

This rather uninteresting pieture represents the Ribaut Monument at May-
port, Florida, the dedication of which on May 2, 1924, was one of the outstand-
ing features of the local celebration. Dr. Stoudt, Director of the Tercentenary
Commission, went to Mayport and made a rough sketeh of the Monument, from
which Huston, the Bureau artist, made a finished drawing, which was used as
a model for the master die. (1l.ustrated.) (")

An interesting story in connection with this design developed in our inter-
view with Dr. Stoudt. In diseussing the matter he said:

“The coat of arms of Geneva shows a rising sun and bears the legend “After
darkness ccmes the light." In drawing the sketch I found that by point of compass
the sun rose over an island directly in line with the monument. This gave me the
idea of incorporating the symbolism and I sketched in a rising sun.”

Ribhaut Monument, Mayport, Fla. Used on the Se.

The frame is the same design as the 1 and 2 cent, differing only in the
numerals and words of value. The eneraving was exceuted by . Pauling and
E. M, Hall,

On this stamp there is a curious variety consisting of a break in the frame
line of the right hand numeral oceurring on the majority of the stamps of the
two upper panes from plate No. 15754, This must have come from the use of a
defective transfer roll in making the plate. The inner cirvele line around the
right “*5"" has been broken at the bottom and shows on some of the stamps
slightly bent outward or downward. This is a progressive break starting on
stamp No. 1 of the . R. pane. A close examination of the adjoining stamp
to the rieht indicates a more pronounced break on each one until on No. 5 the
lower line of the inner cirele runs into that of the outer cirele.

Stamp No. 6 of the U. L. pane shows that this broken piece of metal dropped
out or over to the left and is clearly seen in the white border line at the bottom
rieht adjoining the eirvele to the left. Tt holds this position right across the

(1) From Mr. King's collection.
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second row of the plate. This broken piece of metal then becomes lost and does
not appear again. The lower part of the cirele enclosing the right numeral,
however, remains in its “‘erippled’” state throughout all other impressions on
the rest of the plate, showing as a faint blue line, broken in a few places at the
bottom.

The plate impressions of this stamp were rocked in sideways, stamp No. 1
U. L. being the first impression, No. 2 the second, and so on, and it is interesting
to follow the progress of this break on the four panes.

A similar, tho much smaller breakdown of the transfer roll, occurs in a
similar position under the left numeral. This starts on stamp No. 8, 1. L,
consisting of a short break in the lower cirele, and in the fifth horizontal row
of the left pane this picce of metal also became dislodged and shows up in the
white line border to the right and below this cirele. It can then be followed in
this position across row six. In row seven another small picee of metal must
have become broken and foreed below and to the left of this eirele. These two
short lines then follow across the eighth row of both panes but on the ninth row
the last one becomes lost, and the last evidence of the first piece being seen is
on the ninth row of the left pane.

This so called **broken cirele’” shows best on stamps Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5, U. R.

The original design is engraved on steel, which after being passed upon be-
comes the master die. This is then hardened and through the medium of a
transfer press the engraving is reproduced in relief on a plate or roll of soft
steel, which in turn is hardened. This broken line, occurring on so many of
the stamps, came from a defective transtfer roll which after being used for a
number of impressions a loosened piece of steel very probably broke off.

There were four plates made and used for making this stamp, Nos. 15752-
53-54-55. So far as we know these defective cireles show only on the stamps
from plate No. 15754. Altho there is a higher plate number, it is likely that
No. 15754 was the last plate made.

Normal Cirele, Broken Cirele.

Drawn by Georzge I Sloane.

When the first printings were made Dr. Stoudt secured a few sheets of each
denomination and had them autographed by Postmaster General Harry 8. New;
Third Ass't. P. M. Gen’l. W. Irving Glover; M. L. Eidsness, Jr., Sup’t of the
Division of Stamps; I1. 8. Mount, Agent, Division of Stamps, and himself as
Director of the Huguenot-Walloon Commission.  One set was sent to the Queen
of Holland, one was put in the arehives of the ITuguenot-Walloon Society, one
set Dr. Stoudt kept for his own records, and the other two sets arve in the
authors’ colleetions.  This just as a matter of record.

Shades: Blue, deep blue,
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Position blocks.
¢: Right top plate number block of six # 15754 showing five positions of
the broken cirele.
d: Defective cirele. (Illustrated.)
e: Block showing defective left circle.

Plates used: #15752—53, 54, 55
Number issued: According to the Report of the Third Assistant Postmaster General
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1925: 5,659,023,




Hucuvenor-WALLoON [SsUB

NOTES

13



14

Uxrrep States Postace Stayes oF THE 2010 CENTURY

NOTES



The Battle of Lexington, from a painting by Henry Sandham.

CHAPTER III

LEXINGTON-CONCORD ISSUE
1925

IIE Lexington-Coneord stamps were the first of a group of commemora-
tives that were issued to celebrate the one hundred and fiftieth anni-
versaries of some of the more important events of the Revolutionary

War. The towns of Lexington and Conceord bore the brunt of skirmishes, fore-
runners of the eampaign whieh eventually won our freedom, and it was quite
fitting and proper that these stamps shonld usher in a period during which
each passing month was likely to be the sesquicentennial of some major event
of the Revolution.

A bill passed by Congress in February 1925, and approved by President
Cloolidge, authorized the Post Office Department to issue a series of stamps to
commemorate the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the battles of TLex-
ington and Concord. This was to be ecelebrated throughout New England on
April 19th and 20th of that vear, the Federal Government was co-operating
with the Lexington-Concord Commemorative Commission, and plans had already
been made to issue a *‘Patriotie Half Do lar™ in honor of this event.

[n sugeesting the designs to be used an effort was made to have one of the
denominations earry some tribute to Paul Revere, but lost out through lack of
influence.  As a compromise to the friendly rivalry existing between the eitizens
of Lexington and Coneord it was decided to honor both places on the stamps as
well as on the coin. The two cent stamp carries a picture of the Battle of Lex-
ington, and the five eent value depiets the Minute Man statue located at Con-
cord. Congressman IFFrederick W. Dallinger, of Cambridge, a member of the
Federal Lexington-Coneord Commission, convineed the Post Office Department
that there was a relation between Washington taking eommand of the Army at
Cambridee and the Lexington and Coneord events, and finally obtained authori-
zation for the one cent **Cambridege’ stamp.



16 U'N11Ep STaTEs Posrace Stames of maE 200 CENTURY

The original plan of the department was to issue the stamps in the upright
position of the same size as the ordinary stamps. These having been designed
betore the approval of the 1 cent stamp showed only the higher values (illus-

1 A
trated ).

_LEXIHETDH LONG

Photos From Original Drawings of First Designs,
Never Approved or Issued.

The general frame design as finally issued was practically the same on all
three denominations, the one and two cent values being a'most identical except
for the subjeet, title, color and denomination. The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, March 25, 1925,

Postmasters and other employees of the Postal Service are notified that the
department is about to issue a special series of postage stamps to commemorvate the
one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Battle of Lexinglon and Concord. These
stamps are issued in three denominations, 1-cent, 2-cent and 5H-cent, and are de-
sceribed as follows:

They are rectangular in shape, about 1-7/16 by 13/16 inches in size. The
subject of the l1-cent stamp is “Washington at Cambridge,” and represents Wash-
ington taking command of the American Army. The tille appears in small white
letters under the central design. Beneath this, on a ribbon seroll, appear the words
“Lexington-Concord,” and at the bottom of the stamp are the words “One Cent.”
In a straight line, at the top of the stamp, appear the words *“United States Post-
age’ in white Roman letters, and in both lower corners, within cireles, is the white
numeral “1."”"  Above the circles are the years “1775" at the left and “1925" at
the right, and in panels arranged at the right and left of the central design are two
muskets with powder horns. The entire design is inclosed within a straight-line
border and is printed in green ink.

The subject of the 2-cent stamp is “Birth of Liberty” and represents the Battle
of Lexington and Concord. The title appears in small white letters under the central
design. The surrounding design is the same as the 1-cent stamp except that the
numeral “2" appears in the circles and the words “Two Cents’ appear at the bot-
tom of the stamp. This stamp is printed in red ink.

The subject of the 5-cent stamp is “The Minute Man,” and this title appears in
small dark letters under the central design, which stands between two columns. To
the right and left of the columns are two tablets bearing the following inscription:
‘By the rude bridge that arched the flood their flag to April's breeze unfurled.
Here once the embattled farmers stood and fired the shot heard around the world.’
The surrounding design is the same as the other denominations except that the
numeral *“5" appears in the circles and the words “Five Cents’ appear at the bottom
of the stamp. Thisg stamp is printed in blue ink.

The first issue of the new Lexington-Concord stamps will be placed on sale
April 4, 1925, at the following post offices:

Washington, D. C., Boston, Mass.,
Concord, Mass., Cambridge, Mass.,
Concord Junction, Mass., Lexington, Mass.

W. IRVING GLOVER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General,
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The plates were made up of 200 subjeets, 10 by 20. These were ¢ut hori-
zontally and vertically into Post Office panes of fifty, 5 by 10, and so delivered
to postmasters. Bach plate contained eight plate numbers, these were above
the third stamp on the upper panes and in a corresponding position at the bot-
tom of the lower panes. The side plate numbers were adjacent to rthe fifth
stamp from the top on the upper panes and the fifth stamp from the bottom on
the lower ones, The cutting of the sheet along both horizontal and vertical guide
lines resulted in the usual twelve position varieties,

The eelebration though of great historical importance was local, and this
fact plus the size of the stamps caused the Department to make this issue small-
er than any former commemorative. The small number issued was also due to
the Burean of Engraving and Printing being exceptionally rushed to turn out
the new ordinary values made necessary by the Postal Acet of February 28,
1925, Because of their historical connection as well as the pleasing quality of
the designs these three stamps were exceedingly popular,

#617—One Cent, Green. ‘‘WASHINGTON AT CAMBRIDGE.”
No Wmk. Perf. 11,

Issued April 4, 1925,

The vignette depicts Washineton at Cambridge standing under the histori-
cally famous Elm tree, taking command of the American Army, The troops
are passing in review at the right while the Commanders staff is seen behind
him at the left. The design is based on a “photoglyptie’ chart formerly in
the possession of the Cambridee Public Library. The original seems to have
disappeared and efforts by the authors to obtain a photograph have proved un-
successtul.  'We have been informed by the Librarian at Cambridee that the
“chart’” is no longer in their possession and it is therefore impossible to ascer-
tain what liberties the engravers at the Burean took with this subjeet. This
work was done by F. Pauling, E. M. Weeks, .. S. Schonfield and J, Benzing.

Aside from minor differences such as ink shades, this stamp is singularly
free from philatelic varieties. Stamp 43 from PPl 16797 L. L. has a defeet in
the end of the ribbon adjoining the left numeral. This is a defeetive transfer.

Shades: Green, dark green.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Regular twelve position blocks.
c: Defective,
Plates used: 16797—98, 99
16800
Plates not used: 16817—18, 19, 20, 22 23
Quantity issued: 15,615,000

#618—Two Cent, Carmine rose. ‘‘BIRTH OF LIBERTY.’ No Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued April 4, 1925,

The painting by Henry Sandham “*The Battle of Lexington' now in the
Town Hall at Lexington, Mass., was used as the central design for this stamp.
(Illustrated.) The title below the picture reads **Birth of Liberty.””  The
painting, which is obviously based on the Doolittle print, has always been con-
sidered one of the most representative pictures of this famous event. A com-
parison between a photograph of the painting and the stamp itself speaks well



18 UntreDp StATEs PostaceE Stavmes oF THE 20rH CENTURY

for the exceptionally fine work done by the Bureau engravers, Messrs. Weeks,
Schonfield and Benzing. As in the one cent stamp there are no philatelie varie-
ties of sufficient importance to be worthy of note.

Shades: Pale carmine rose, carmine rose,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.

b: Position blocks—same as 1 cent.

¢: Defective transfer

Plates used: 16801—03, 04, 13, 14, 15, 16

17004

Plates not used: 16802—16920—21, 56
17005—06

Quantity issued: 26,596,600

[

%

e ak

#619—Five Cent, Blue. ‘‘MINUTE MAN.” No Wmk. Perf. 11.
Issued April 4, 1925,

The subject used for this denomination, the *‘Minute Man,” is from a pho-
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tograph of the statue by Daniel Chester Freneh located at Concord, Mass.  (11-
lustrated.) The general deseription of this is given in the official notice,

Two minor varieties exist on the lower left pane of plate No. 16807. The
first and most important one, which is the forty-cighth stamp on the pane, has
a line just above the head of the Minute Man, running from column to column
and sloping slightly down towards the right. This line is straight and there-
fore does not seem to be a plate erack. It is probably a serateh. It is constant
and has been seen by the authors on more than fifty copies. On the thirty-
sixth stamp a dot is found to the left of the head, probably a plate flaw.

Plate Serateh
LGSOTLL, 48

Shades: Blue, dark blue,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Position blocks, same as 1 cent.
c¢: Bottom plate numhber block # 16807 showing line.
d: Dot variety.

Plates used: 16805—06, 07, 08

Plates not used: 16918 —19

Quantity issned: 5,348,800
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CHAPTER IV

NORSE AMERICAN SERIES
1925

the eountry, having a population ecomposed largely of people of Norwe-

gian descent, were desirous of having a special stamp issued to commem-
orate the centennial of the landing of the first Norwegian settlers. This event
was scheduled to be eelebrated during June 1925 and a resolution ‘‘authorizing
and requesting the Postmaster General to design and issue a special postage
stamp to commemorate the arrival in New York on October 9, 1825, of the Sloop
“‘Restaurationen,’” bearing the first ship load of immigrants to the United States
from Norway; and in recognition of the Norse American Centennial eelebration
in 1925,"" was introduced in the Senate May 26, 1924, (Calendar day May 29,)
by Mr. Norbeck and was referred to the Committee on Post Offices and Post
Roads. This was passed by both IHouses and signed by the President.

The Post Office Department, being authorized to issue a speecial stamp, went
one step further and decided to prepare designs for a 5 Cent as well as the lower
value suggested in the resolution,

On January 12, 1925, the Postmaster General approved sketches submitted
by the Bureau for both stamps. Altho it was the original intention of the De-
partment to print these in the standard colors it was found that in the sketches
prepared, consisting of a small photograph of the eentral desien with an orna-
mental frame sketched in eolor, the combination was too attractive to be passed
by and the Postmaster General suggested that a two color combination be ecar-
ried out.

These stamps were to have appeared the first of April in order to give the
Centennial some advance publicity, but as efforts were being made to issue the
Lexington-Concord series by the same date work on the Norse-American set was
held up until the former had been eompleted.

The official notice reads as follows:

REPRESEN'I'AT]\-'ES of certain States from the Northwestern section of

Washington, D, C..
May 6, 1925.

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the Department is about to issue a special series of postage stamps to com-
memorate the arrival in New York, on October 9, 1825, of the sloop "“Restaurationen”
with the first group of immigrants to the United States from Norway, These stamps
are issued in two denominations, 2 cent and 5 cent, and are described as follows:

They are the same size, 75/100 by 76/100 inch, as the ordinary series of post-
age stamps but with horizontal design, printed in two colors.

The 2 cent stamp has for its central design a ship representing the sloop
“Restaurationen’ with a smaller vessel in the background. At the top of the
stamp, in a straight panel, appear the words “Norse-American” in white Roman
letters, and below this, on a curved ribbon, is the word *“Centennial’ in dark letters.
Rihbon scrolls appear in the upper portion on each side of the stamp with the vears
“1825" at the left and “1925" at the right., At the bottom of the stamp, in three
straight lines, are the words “United States Postage Two Cents” and in both lower
corners, within circles with dark backgrounds, is the numeral “2.” The central
design is printed in black with the border design printed in red.
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The 5 Cent stamp has for its central design a Viking ship. At the top of the
stamp, in white gothic letters, appear the words “Norse-American’ and below this,
on a curved ribbon, is the word “Centennial’’ in dark letters. At the left of the
stamp is a shield of Norway with the year “1825" above, and at the right of the
stamp is a shield of the United States with the year “1925" above. Below the
central design, in three straight lines, are the words *“‘United States Postage Five
Cents,” and in both lower corners, within eircles with dark backgrounds, is the
white numeral “5."" The central design is printed in black with the border design
printed in blue.

The first issue of the new Norse-American Commemorative stamps will be
placed on sale May 18, 1925, at the following post offices: St. Paul, Minn.; Benson,
Minn.; Minneapolis, Minn.; Algona, lowa; Decorah, lowa; Washington, D. C.;: North-
field, Minn,

These stamps will also be placed on sale on the same date at the Philatelic
Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, for the benefit of stamp col-
lectors and dealers.

By reasoun of the fact that the issue of the Norse-American Centennial stamps will be
small, Postmasters will not submil requisitions for a supply of these stamps. The appor-
tionment will be made by the .*)eparmunt and sent to Postmasters without requisition.

W. IRVING GLOVER,

Third Assistant Postmaster General.

(Authors’ Note: The italies are ours.)

We have placed the last paragraph of the Department’s announcement in
italies as it seems to have an important bearing on the scareity of these two
stamps. In addition to the small number issued the ‘imited distribution made
it difficult for eollectors and dealers to obtain as many copies as they needed,
the result being that these two stamps proved quite elusive, their scareity being
fully apparent a short time after they appeared. Besides this factor of supply
and demand their striking appearance commanded the attention of many who
were not colleetors, and their buying further redueed the available supply.

This was the first striking looking commemorative issue since the Pan-
American series of 1901. One factor governing the quantity limitation of this
issue was the cost of production, and this turned out to be the smaliest ecom-
memorative issue numerically ever put out by the Post Office Department.

The Department might almost have been acensed of preparing these stamps
especially for collectors, for there were no straight edges, it was the first time
the Bureau had issued stamps of low denominations from flat plate presses and
in full perforated sheets but without eutting them into smaller panes before
distribution.

The sheets were made up of 100 subjects, (10 by 10) and divided into panes
of 25 by horizontal and vertical guide lines for ease in separation by the postal
clerks. These lines terminated in arrows at the margins and permitted colleet-
ors to secure blocks with ecomplete arrow and center lines, which had been avail-
able only from unperforated sheets in previous issues. There were two plate
numbers, one for each of the two plates necessary to print the complete stamp,
both appearing at the top of the sheet. The vignette p'ate number, printed in
black, was placed over the fourth stamp, the frame number in its proper color
being over the seventh stamp. To avoid the possibility of using the vignette of
one value with the frame of the other the denomination appeared between the
two plate numbers. A top arrow block of eight therefore contains all of these
plate designations with the arrow line in the center. This arrangement of
numbers made it a simple matter for the Bureau’s inspectors to guard against
the possibilities of inverts getting out, and in spite of c¢ertain rumors none have
ever been discovered. Among the first lot printed one inverted eenter sheet got
throueh, but this was immediately discovered and destroyved.
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#620—Two cent, Red and Black. ‘‘SLOOP RESTAURATIONEN.”
No Wmk. Perf, 11,

Issued May 18, 1925,

No picture of the sloop “RESTAURATIONEN' in which the first boat-
load of Norwegian immigrants eame to this eountry in 1825 could be found, but
there was one of a sister ship of practically the same dimensions that had been
built at that time by the same people and at the same vard. The pieturs of this
sister ship was found in Norway by Gunnor Malmin, who at the time had a
traveling fellowship from the American-Seandinavian Foundation and the Car-
negie Institute. This old eut was brought home by Mr. Malmin and was used
as a model by the Burean artist, Mr. Huston. As a reminder of the early Norse-
men who visited this continent long before Columbus a dragon’s head and
shields were incorporated in the frame design above both numerals of value.
The dragon’s head was supposed to frighten off sea monsters, and the shields
were replieas of those belonging to the erew. The engraving was done by W. B,
Wells, E. M. Hall and BE. .I. Iein, of the Bureau. The die proot was approved
February 15th.

This old eut was at that time reproduced in *‘ Lutheranern’ and we have
illustrated it here for comparative purposes,

Altho almost five times as many two cent as five eent stamps were printed
the former proved to be the scarce item at first. This was due to two facts,
first: the large number used for postal service and, second : speculation by ecol-
leetors and others who realized that because of its beauty it was certain to be in
popular demand. As it was possible to buy more stamps of this value for a given
amount many sheets were “‘put away.”” This demand caused the Philatelie
Agency to limit the sale of the two cent stamps to twenty-five copies per pur-
chaser as the reserve stock became exhansted. There are no records available
as to any restriction on the sale of the five cent stamps.
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The black ink and the fine engraved lines of the vignette caused them to
wear out quicker and there were twice as many center plates used as for the
frame. All frame plates were used with all vignette plates and thirty-two com-
binations can be found.

At one time the Department contemplated an additional issue and work on
frame and vignette plates of each value was started in Oectober, but these were
never finished.

Shades: Carmine and black, deep carmine and black.

Varieties: a: Position blocks,
a: Top arrow block of eight showing plate number and denomination
numerals.
b: Bottom arrow blocks.
c: Right and left arrow blocks.
d: Center line blocks.

Plates used: Frame—16694—16924—58, 59
Vignette—16687—S88, 89—16960
17353—556, b6, 79

Plates not used: Frame—16691—92, 93
18677
Vignette—16690
17354
18676

Quantity issued: 9,104,983,

#621—Five Cent, Blue and Black. ‘‘VIKING SHIP.”” No Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued May 18, 1925.

In Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News of June 15, 1925, Philip H. Ward, Jr.,
made the following comment under ‘““Washington News'':

“The Viking ship shows the Norwegian flag at one end and the American flag
on the other, We are afraid that the engraver who copied the little sketch of the
ship was not well up on his history for Viking ships sailed the seas when the Ameri-
can flag was something in the far distant future.”

Mr. Ward’s surmise is wrong, and so far as we can find has never been
corrected by him. The Burean advised us that the vignette of this stamp was
copied from a photo engraving and not from a sketeh, and in searching thru
the old records of the exposition that was held in Chicago in 1893 we found a
book entitled ““Worlds Columbian Exposition 18937 (1) which gave nus not only
the pieture but its history as well. A elose comparison between the stamp and
the photographic copy of the ship reproduced herewith shows bevond doubt the
careful attention paid to detail on the part of the engravers of the Bureau. It
will be noticed that the boat used as a model had an American flag at her bow.
To quote: ““It is without deck, its crew were housed under a canvas awning or
tent, which could be set or removed at pleasure; its prow and stern raised high
and decorated with dragon heads, its one mast was forty feet high and carried
a large square sail, it was provided with large oars or sweeps, the shields of the
erew were hung over the sides. The Gokstad-find, or as it was befter known,
the Viking ship, left Norway May 1, 1893, with a erew of twenty men under
Captain Magnus Anderson. She arrvived at Newfoundland May 28, thenee sail-
ing by the St. Lawrence River and the Great Lakes she reached Chicago on the
afternoon of July 13. The Viking ship was presented to the Field Columbian
Museum at the close of the show.”’

(1) Volume I

page 3.
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EXHIBIT OF VIKING SHIP.

An exact copy (with a little restoration) of a viking ship discovered in a burial mound at Gokstad, Norway,
" in 1880. It is 75 fect long, 16 feet beam, and was built in Norway. Capt. Magnus Anderson, with a crew of |
‘twelve men, brought it across the Atlantic in May, .

The Viking Ship. Used on the 5 Cent Stamp,

It can still be seen at the Museum on Michigan Boulevard, Chicago.

This ship and the spirit that brought her across the sea in duplication of
the feat of Lief Eriesson and his fellow Vikings were certainly worthy of being
perpetuated on one of our stamps. The vessel, built by popular subseription,
was Norway's greeting to the United States at the time of the exposition and by
placing this ship on a Norse-American Centennial stamp there was no better
way of returning the gesture of good will. The letter rate to Norway being five
cents for the first ounce or fraction thereof it was thought that this stamp
would be extensively used on mail to that country, and this proved to be the
case

Many collectors were not content with a single copy or a block of four but
believed they meeded all position in blocks which also tended to add to its
scareity, as hardly enough copies were printed to supply all United States
collectors with a block of four.

Because of the small quantity printed only four vignette plates were used
with the four frame plates. These were all used in conjunetion with eaeh other
and sixteen combinations exist,

Work on two additional plates, one for a frame and another for a vignette,
was started late in 1925, as an additional issue was contemplated, but these were
never finished and did not go to press. The engravers for this stamp were E.
M. Hall, E. M. Weeks and J. Benzing. Die proof approved February 10th.

Shades: Blue and black.
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Varieties: a: Position blocks.
A—Top arrow block of eight showing plate number and denomina-
tion numerals.
B—Bottom arrow blocks,
C—Right and left arrow blocks.
D—~Center line blocks.

E—On frame plate # 16925 stamp #4 has a heavy seratch thru the
word “FIVE."”

Plates used: Frame— #16925—26, 61, 63
Vignette— #16927—28, 29, 57

Plates not used: Frame—#16672—73, 78, 79, 86—16962
18679

Vignette— # 16674—75, 80, 81
18678

Quantity issued: 1,900,983
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CHAPTER V
SESQUICENTENNIAL ISSUE
1926

delphia committee to prepare a bill for presentation to Congress for a

series of special stamps to help advertise the contemplated Sesquicentennial
Exposition to be held in Philadelphia during 1926, to commemorate the one
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence,

It was suggested that three or perhaps four denominations might be issued,
of the 1, 2, 5 and 10 Cent values, the most popular subjects recommended being
the Liberty Bell, Independence Hall and the Signing of the Declaration of In-
dependence.  The last named was used for the 24 Cent of the 1869 issue.

This Philadelphia committee kept in communication with Congress and
Postmaster General New, who finally approved the issuing of one stamp. This
was of the 2 Cent denomination and earried a reproduction of the Liberty Bell,
as being more typically representative of our independence than the other sub-
jeets sngeested,

Under date of April 23, 1926, an official notice of the stamp appeared,
which read:

I,\' DECEMBER 1923 announcement was made of the appointment of a Phila-

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, April 23, 1926,

Postmasters and postal emplovees are notified that the department is arrang-
ing to issue a new 2-cent postage stamp in connection with the Sesquicentennial
Exposition to be held in Philadelphia, Pa., this year, commemorating the anniver-
sary of American independence.

The new stamp is a horizontal rectangle of the same size as the present special
delivery stamps, 1-44/100 by 84 /100 inches, It will be printed in red ink of the
same shade as the current 2-cent stamp of the regular issue. The central design of
the stamp is the Liberty Bell which swings from the tops of four flat ornamental
columns that rest on the lower panel. The words “Sesquicentennial Exposition”
appear across the top of the stamp in straight white letters, with a ruled shadow
background. Under these in a flat arch appear the words “United States Postage.”
This arch is supported at either end by a curved scroll, extending out of circular
panels at either lower corner, Within these circular panels appears the numeral
“9 " Across the bottom of the stamp are the words “Two cents’” within a horizontal
panel. In either upper corner under the words “Sesquicentennial Kxposition™ ap-
pear the dates “1776-1926." All the lettering on the stamp is white-faced Roman,

The new sesquicentennial stamp will first be placed on sale on May 10, 1926,
at the post offices at Philadelphia, Pa., Boston, Mass., and Washington, D, C., and
for the benefit of collectors and stamp dealers, it will also be placed on sale the
same date in the philatelic ageney, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department.

R. 8. REGAR,

Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The stamp was printed from 200 subjeet flat plates, having both vertical
and horizontal arrow euide lines. The sheets were then cut along these lines
into four panes of 50 each and so distributed to the post offices. This permits
twelve position blocks in a skeleton plate set-up. Sixty plates were made and all
went to press.
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There were two plate numbers to each pane. These were placed at the top
and bottom over or under the third vertical rows, and at the sides opposite the
fitth horizontal rows from top or bottom.

The Liberty Bell,

#627—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘LIBERTY BELL.” No. Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued May 10, 1926,

It seems that the Burean artists did not use the original Libery Bell as a
model, but instead adapted the repliea that hung over the main entrance arch
to the Philadelphia Exposition. Maj. Albert W. Draves writes us as follows
regarding this design:

“The original portrait for the Liberty Bell was noted by me in Mekeel's in
1926. The engraver changed the Sesqui gate scene, in particular the eagle’s heads
on top of the arch supports which on the gate faced each other, whereas on the
stamp they are “love birds."” Of course, no original portrait can exist, since the
focal distance of the gateway precludes a ‘disappearing point’ on the stamp. The
design cannot exist in Nature, and 1 am sure it is onz of Holbein's Studies in Per-
spective. There exists no doubt whatsoever that the Sesqui stamp is a mechanical
drawing of the Sesqui Gateway.”

As with previous issues of large dimensions diffieulty was experienced in
having the public use it to any great extent, and notwithstanding the large quan-
tity issued it is not nearly as common as one might expeet.

The design, prepared by (. A. Huston, chief artist of the Burean of En-
graving and Printing, is rather pleasing and well balanced. The engraving
work was done by E. M. Hall and .J. Eissler. Design certified April 30, 1926,

As stated in the offieial notice, it was first put on sale May 10, 1926, at
Philadelphia, Boston, and at the Phi’atelic Ageney in Washington. In close
conjunection with it a 2 Cent stamped envelope with a “‘Liberty Bell”” design
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was issued July 27, 1926, the stamp, however, being quite different. We are
illustrating the original Liberty Bell, now in Independence Hall, Philadelphia,
although as stated before this is not the exacet model nused by the Bureau artist.

No plate varieties of any consequence have been discovered, although sev-
eral scratches have been noted. DBeing ‘“‘rolled in’’ endwise there should be
some minor shifted transfers at the sides of the stamp.

Colors: Carmine Rose, Dark Carmine Rose.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Usual twelve position blocks.

Plates used: 18540—41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61,
62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78,
79, 80, 81, 82, 83
18634—35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 64, 65,
66, 67

Number issued: 307,731,900
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Photo from original deawing of first design.
Never approved or issned,

CHAPTER VI
ERICSSON MEMORIAL ISSUE
1926

OHN ERICSSON, a native of Sweden but a naturalized citizen of the United
States, was the designer and builder of the iron elad “‘Monitor™ which
defeated the Confederate “*Merrimae,”” an armored floating battery, and

thereby resened the UUnited States navy from a erushing defeat at the onset of
the War, Iis “*Monitor,”” ealled a cheese box on a raft, revolutionized naval
warfare and enabled the Union to enforee a naval blockade which did much to
help deteat the Confederate States.

As one of the outstanding heroes of the Civil War, it was decided to honor
him by placing his statue in Washington near the Lineoln Memorial. The
sculptor selected for this work was J. E. Fraser,

On May 1st the Post Office Department reported they would issue a memo-
rial stamp in honor of Joln Eriesson on the day of the unveiling of the memo-
rial, which was to oceur May 29th, 1926, the ceremony was to be quite an affair
and the Crown Prince of Sweden was to officiate at the unveiling, The statue
itself’ was to be the main motit of the stamp. The first design prepared by the
Bureau artists was for a stamp the size of the special delivery and like it with
the largest side horizontal, this showed the lower part of the statue, (Illustrated)
and was really a much handsomer design than the one finally acceepted. The
final design was vertical in shape and ineluded both Eriesson and one of the
group figures. It was certified May 20, 1926,

The official notice reads:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, May 14, 1926,

Postmasters and postal employvees are notified that the department is arrang-
ing to issue a new 5-cent postage stamp as a memorial to John Ericsson, builder of
the MONITOR, in connection with the unveiling of his statue by the Crown Prince
of Sweden, at Washington, D. C., on May 29, 1926.

The subject of this stamp is a model similar to the John Ericsson memorial
statue designed by J. E. Fraser,

The new stamp is an upright rectangle, 1-44/100 by 84/100 inches in size,
printed in purplish blue ink. The central design is the white marble figure of John
Eriesson seated in a large chair resting on a stone base, Upon the base appear the
words “John Eriesson Memorial” and “‘Cents” in white Gothic letters with the num-
eral “5" in both corners. Extending from either side and in rear of chair on darker
stone appear the years of his birth and death, “1803-1889."" On an ornate base,
above and to the rear of the figure of Eriesson is a group of figures in white marble,
the center one, a female representing “Vision' is shown. The background for this
statue is a dark sky with silhouetted evergreens showing on each side. A narrow
white line border surrounds the stamp with a shield of the United States in the
upper left corner and a shield of Sweden in the upper right corner. Connecting the
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Plaster cast model of the Eriesson Monument.
J. E. Fraser, Sealptor,

two shields is a panel supported on each side by small ornamental brackets and con-
taining the words “U. 8. Postage’ in white-face Gothic letiers.

The new Ericsson stamp will first be placed on sale May 29, 1926, at the post
offices at New York, N. Y., Chicago, Ill., Minneapolis, Minn., and Washington, D. C.,
and for the benefit of collectors and stamp dealers, they will also be placed on sale
the same date at the philatelic agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department.

R. 8. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The stamps were printed in 200 subject sheets, 20x10, divided into panes of
fiftv by horizontal and vertical guide lines. The sheets were cut along these
lines into post office panes of fifty and so issued. There were eight plate num-
bers, two to each pane, on top and bottom they were above or below the fifth
stamp on the left panes, and the sixth stamp on the right panes—on the sides
{he numbers were next to the third row on each pane.

+628—5 Cent, Gray Lilac. ‘‘JOHN ERICSSON.” No Wmk. Perf. 11.
Issued May 29, 1926,

This stamp was designed by (. A, Huston, of the Bureau, after a photo-
graph of two original plaster casts of the monument made before its completion
and erection. (lustrated). This design shows one female fizure symbolizing
“Vision’ standing behind the inventor. The upper part of the completed group
showed three figures, back to baek, the other two figures symbolizing “*Labor™
and ““Adventure.””  (llustrated.) The trees in the background of the stamp
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representing the Norwegian tree of life were introduced by Mr. Huston. The
engraving was executed by L. 8. Schofield and F. Lamasure.

This was the only memorial stamp above the single letter rate of local post-
age, the letter rate to Sweden being 5 cents, and Eriesson having been born
there this issue was a friendly gesture to the land of his birth as well as being
a tribute to a great inventor.

The design is really quite striking, although the first design would have
made a much better looking stamp. Due to its shape it was not popular with
collectors, this was also due to the 5 eent denomination not being readily usable
on ordinary mail. Many collectors bought just enough to fill their own needs
and comparatively few were set aside. Most of the sheets that were saved were
in blocks of thirtv-six, the fourteen straight edged copies being used for post-
age. As a result the position blocks of this stamp are havder to obtain than
any other commemorative issued between 1920 and 1932,

There was little true variation in the shade of this stamp, although exposure
to the sun tended to fade out the purple and copies have been seen in a very
light blue with no touch of the purple. The color used is different than that of
any five cent stamp of the twenticth century. The stamp is quite free from phila-
telie varieties, none having been reported up to the beginning of 1933. Taving
been rocked in from bottom to top it is likely that minor shifts may be found at
either end by careful examination. Fourteen plates were made, twelve going to
press.

Shades: Gray lilac, deep gray lilac, purplish gray.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Usual twelve position blocks.
Plates used: #18595—97, 98, 99
18600—01, 06, 07, 08, 09, 12, 13
Plates not used: # 18504
Number issued: 20,280,500

96

Side view of completed Eriesson Monument at Washington.
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First suggestions submitted to the P, 0. Department,
Not approved,

CHAPTER VII

BATTLE OF WHITE PLAINS COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE
1926

T A MEETING of the White Plains, N, Y., Chamber of Commerce, held
A during the spring of 1926 a resolution was passed petitioning the Post
Office Department to issne a stamp to commemorate the battle of White

Plains, which occurred Oetober 28, 1777, and was to be celebrated that fall.

A committee was appointed and they, together with Representative Wain-
wright and Senator Wadsworth, presented this petition to Postmaster General
Harry 8. New. The suggestion was taken under advisement by the Department.

Dr. Jason 8. Parker, one of the outstanding surgeons of Westehester Coun-
ty, and a well known philatelist, was a member of this committee, and it was
largely due to his enthusiasm that the committee carried on and ultimately re-
ceived the approval of the Postmaster General for the White Plains stamp.

Dr. Parker had persuaded F. M. Farrar, a White Plains artist, to prepare
two rough sketehes, (illustrated) (1), using the *‘Battle of White Plains’ from a
painting by George Harker, as a vignette, and these were left with Postmaster
General New. Under date of July 2, 1926, Hon. .J. M. Wainwright was advised
by the Postmaster General that

“1 have decided to authorize the issuance of such a commemorative stamps, It
is my understanding that you desire this stamp to be issued in the early fall, and
while the appropriation for the manufacture of postage stamps for the present fiscal
vear is somewhat limited, I feel reasonably sure that an issue of approximately
20,000,000 stamps can be made. I will submit the models of postage stamps which
vou left at my office to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, but it is possible that
the photograph will not be suitable for engraving purposes.”

At this time it was proposed to issue a stamp in the same size as the other
large commemoratives, such as the Walloon and Sesqui.

The Bureau artist prepared a design based on the recommendations of the
White Plains Committee, (illustrated,) but found that the Harker painting was
not suitable, and under date of July 17th Mr. New wrote Mr. Brown that *‘The
Department would be very glad to have any further suggestions from Dr. Parker
as to the design for this stamp.”’

(1) Originals in Mr. King's collection.
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Photo of Huston's original sketeh. Photo of Huston's secomd sketeh.
Not approved or issued. Not approved or issued,

“H¥ie or wiave Has 03
VWO GCENTS |

OCTOBER 28 1776,

Secomd sketeh submitted. Not approved,

A thivd drawing, prepared by Jennie L. Clark, Art Instruetor of the White
Plains High School, was prepared and forwarded. This design was based on
using Washington’s Ieadquarters at North White Plains as a central motif.
(Ilustrated.) (') Dr. Parker also got in touch with Edmund L. Ward, a well
known artist, also a resident of White Plains, and together they studied the
various commemoratives that had been issued up to that time. Dr. Parker’s
recommendation was to adapt the 30 Cent 1869 stamp, using the erossed flags,
but with an imaginative picture of Hamiiton’s battery in place of the shield.
A rough drawing of this seheme was prepared by Mr. Ward and forwarded to
Washington, (illustrated) (') this was accepted by the Post Office Department
the early part of August. Mr. Ward then offered to prepare a painting in oil
of the sugeested subjeet, and after this was made and forwarded to the Depart-
ment it was turned over to the Burean artists for incorporation in the stamp.
The erossed flags in the lower part of the design consisted of a United States flag
and the White Plains battle flag, the latter bearing a pine tree and an inserip-
tion reading ‘‘Liberty or Death.”” Dr. Parker’s thought was to not have the
word **Death’ appear on the stamp and for this reason the flags were draped
to conceal the word. He also suggested to Third Assistant Postmaster General
Regar that if the border could be omitted, following the 1869 model, the stamp
would present a more striking and pleasing appearance. This was at first agreed
to, but when issued the stamp carried an outer line,

The committee was also very anxious to have the stamp printed in two colors,
but this was considered too expensive by the Department, bi-colored stamps
costing 83¢ per thousand, while those in one color would cost only .081%¢ per
thousand.
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Third sketeh submitted. Drawn by E. F. Ward,
Accepted,

The tollowing is the official notice:

Postmasters and postal employees are notified that the department is arranging
to issue a new 2-cent postage stamp to commemorate the one hundred and fiftieth
anniversary of the Battle of White Plains.

The new stamp is a horizontal rectangle, seventy-five one-hundredths by eighty-
seven one-hundredths inches in size, and will be printed in red ink, The center vig-
nette shows a gun crew in action, consisting of four men dressed in continental uni-
form, with eannon and ammunition. Over the vignette, in ribbon form, are the
words “United States Postage” in Roman letters, In the upper left corner appears
the year “1776" and in the upper right corner the year “1926."" Below the vignette

wAlexander Hamilton's Battery,” from a painting by 1. L. Ward,
made especially for this stamp.
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in the center of the stamp is a circle containing the large numeral “2" with the word
“Cents” on both sides, and above the circle are the words “Battle of White Plains.”
In the lower left corner is the Continental flag and in the lower right corner the
historical “Liberty or Death’ flag, first used in the Battle of White Plains. both ap-
pearing in oblique position.

The new stamp commemorating the Battle of White Plains will first be placed
on sale October 18, 1926, at the post office at White Plains, N. Y., and for the bene-
fit of philatelists, it will also be placed on sale the same date at the branch of the
department’s philatelic agency that will be temporarily established for the Interna-
tional Philatelic Exhibition at New York, N. Y. On and after October 28, 1926, the
anniversary of the Battle of White Plains, the new stamp will be offered for sale at
the philatelic agency in Washington. This stamp will not be offered for sale in
Washington on October 18,

R. 5. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The International Stamp Exhibition for 1926 was to be held at the Grand
Central Palace during October, and to add to its interest the Post Office Depart-
ment was persuaded fo install not only a branch post office but to set up a flat
plate printing press and actually print some stamps. These White Plains com-
memoratives being due to appear during that month the Department decided to
make special plates for this stamp and publiely print them during the show.

These plates were made up of four 25 subject miniature panes. The panes
had wide gutters and both horizontal and vertical guide lines between them.
Across the top of each pane was an inseription reading “INTERNATIONAL
PHILATELIC EXPOSITION, OCT. 16th to 23vrd, 1926’7 and across the bot-
tom “NEW YORK, N. Y. U. S A.”

Each of the panes of 25 carried in addition four marginal plate numbers,
opposite the middle or third stamp on each side. The upper right pane had an
“I""7 in the right margin., There were five plates made, No, 18770-71-72-73 and
T4. Plate No, 18772 was used for printing stamps at the shew, but none of the
stamps so printed were sold to the publie, and at the elose of the exhibition both
plate and printed sheets were returned to Washington and the latter destroyed.
Panes from the other plates, printed at the Bureau, were sold.

Although the anniversary of the Battle of White Plains was October 28th
the Department, in view of the Stamp Show, issued these on October 18th, and
they were placed on sale at the exhibition as well as at the White Plains Post
Office. They were not on sale at Washington or elsewhere until October 28th.

#629—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘‘ALEXANDER HAMILTON'S
BATTERY.” No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued October 18, 1926,

The design for this stamp was made by C. A. Huston, based on a sketch
submitted by Dr. Jason S. Parker. The engraving work was done by L. S.
Sechofield, J. Eissler and E. M. Hall, of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.
Design certified September 30, 1926,

There were 100,000 of the small sheets printed, it is understood that the
Burean offered to issue the sheets for the exhibition in impert condition but the
Exhibition Committee ruled against this. The regular issue was from 400 sub-
ject flat bed plates, with the conventional two way arrow guide lines, the sheets
being eut into 100 subject panes. There were two plate numbers on each pane,
opposite the fifth stamp from each corner, on the marginal sides.

Covers found carrying cancellations of October 16th were due to the post
office clerk having forgotten to change the date on his cancelling machine, the
16th being Saturday and the office closed on Sunday.
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These stamps proved very popular and a second printing was ordered. On
February 17, 1927, Dr. Parker wrote advising Senator Wainwright that the
White Plains Post Office supply was exhausted, and requesting that he request
the Postmaster General for a further printing to supply both the White Plains
office and to generally care for the needs of collectors. Wainwright took this
up with the Postmaster General but was informed that as the original issue was
20,000,000, specially printed for the Exhibition 2,600,000, and later a second
issue of 20,000,000 having been made, no further printing would be done.

Shades: Carmine rose, light carmine rose.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Usual twelve position blocks.
¢: One of the small exhibition frames from lower left plate No. 18774 has
a4 line thru the “C"” of “CENTS" third stamp. On the ninth stamp of
this pane, directly above the “S’ of “STATES" appears a large dot.

Plates used: For Exhibition Panes #18770—71, 73, T4
For general issue Z£18765—66, 67, 68, 69

Plates not used: Exhibition plate # 18772

Number issued: Exhibition 2,684,950
Regular 40,639,485
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CHAPTER VIII

VERMONT SESQUICENTENNIAL ISSUE
1927

HE EARLY histories of New York and Vermont were so interwoven as
I regards early Revolutionary events that when the question of a sequi
celebration stamp, commemorating the Burgoyne (ampaien, arose, there
was considerable controversy, _
Vermont, of course, was not one of the thirteen original colonies—*Se-
vard™ (Maj. A, W. Draves.) in an amusing article on this stamp in Mekeel’s,
states that ““in brief, we record that the Vermont Sesquicentennial signifies the
Declaration of Independence of Vermont from New York and New IHampshire,
thereby separating Vermont from the original thirteen colonies in the war of
Independence. ™
As a matter of faet certain histories state the battle of Bennington was one
of the most important engagements of the Revolution, and was closely followed
by the battle of Stillwater and Gen. Burgoyne’s surrender to Gen. Gates at
Saratoga. To quote from *‘ Events of 17767 :

“Burgoyne * * * finding his supply of provisions greatly reduced, despatched
Col. Baum with between 500 and 600 men to Bennington, in Vermont, to seize upon
a large quantity of stores that the Americans had collected there. This detachment
was met near Bennington by Gen. Stark, at the head of a large body of New Hamp-
shire militia, (Green Mountain boys), #* * * and a furious battle ensued. Baum
was mortally wounded and his party totally dispersed.”

Regarding the early history of the stamp, the Bennington Banner Savs:

“As far back as 1924 when the Citizens Committee of Sixty was formed at the
high school meeting, President Spargo, in giving the reasons for the creation of a
local organization at that early date, described the desirability of getting either a
commemorative coin or a postage stamp, or both, and the extreme difficulty of the
procedure. From early in 1925 until the decision of the Postmaster on Wednesday
morning, the proposition was steadily and vigorously pressed forward. In the fall
of 1925 it was necessary for Mr, Spargo to make up his mind whether to seek to
realize his plan through Congressional action, as was done in the case of the coin, or
through direct negotiation with the Postmaster General. He chose the latter course.

“Last year, just when it seemed probable that the Postmaster General would
agree to the issuance of a Bennington commemorative stamp, he found himself con-
fronted by demands and requests from so many places that, as a measure of self-
protection, he had practically decided to deny all claims and requests of the sort,
No less than four distinet and separate stamp issues commemorative of events in the
Revolutionary struggle were presented by interested parties in New York State.
This was exclusive of the White Plains stamp issued sometime ago. Accordingly,
when President Spargo and the Congressional members of the United States-Vermont
Sesqui-Centennial Commission had a conference with Postmaster General New last
December on the subject, his attitude was far from reassuring.

“When the deadlock seemed to be practically unbreakable and Mr. Spargo was
being urged by many of his advisors to drop the unequal contest, he prepared an
elaborate historical argument sustaining the claim of Vermont to recognition by
reason of its independent contribution to the defeat of Burgoyne. He also submit-
ted tentative designs for the stamp. The sketches were drawn by Mrs, F. Haviland
Sibley on the basgis of suggestions furnished by Mr. Spargo. (1)

(1) BENNINGTON BANNER, March 1927,
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Regarding these sketehes My, Spargo told us that:

“I first made a rough pencil design for the Vermont stamp, with a Green Moun-
tain Boy as our first choice, a second depicting the Baitle of Bennington, and an-
other of a joint Bennington-Saratoga sketch, with the portrait of Stark and Gates
in] l‘\;m) ovals, getting the general idea from a British commemorative, (Illustrat-
ed.) (2
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First sketeh submitted for the Second sketeh submitted for a joint New
Vermont stamp. York amd Vermont stamp.

“These sketches I took to Washington, and when we won our fight for a Ver-
mont stamp exclusively, the Department designers took our drawing and from it
made a Bureau model which, while not an exact copy, was based upon our sketch.

“Regarding the joint Bennington-Saratoga sketch—this was submitted for the
reason that Postmaster General New insisted for a considerable time that he would
only issue one stamp for the Burgoyne campaign, and that Vermont and New Ycerk,
(or Bennington and Saratoga) must get together and agree upon a design for a joint
stamp. At a conference held here in Bennington, Dr. Flick, State Historian of New
York, Dr. Graves, Commisgioner of Education of New York, and Peter Nelson, agreed
with me and my associates here that they would back up my efforts to get two
stamps, one each for Benningion, Vermont, and Saratoga, New York, and that in
the event of our failing to get what we wanted they would back the Stark-Gates
design. Tentatively the Stark-Gates design was accepted by the Postmaster Gen-
eral, ie. he signified that if only one stamp was finally issued he was willing and
pleased to accept the design recommended by us.”

The official notice for this stamp reads:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, July 15, 1927.

Postmasters and postal employees are notified that the department is about to
issue a new 2-cent postage stamp to commemorate the one hundred and fiftieth anni-
versary of the Independence of Vermont and the Battle of Bennington.

This new stamp is the same shape and size as the ordinary stamp, 75/100 by
87,100 inches, and is printed in red ink. The central design represents a Green
Mountain boy dressed in buckskin leaning on his rifle. Across the top of the stamp
in a straight line are the words “Vermont Sesquicentennial”™ in small block letters,
and in an arched panel supported by small ornamental brackets are the words “U. S,
Postage’ in white Roman letters. On ribbon scrolls in both upper corners appear the
years *1777" at the left and “1927" at the right, Within circles in both lower cor-
ners is the white numeral “2" with the word “Cents” in a panel connecting the
cireles. To the left of the central design is a loose ribbon bearing the word ‘“‘Ben-
nington' in small Roman letters.

The Vermont Sesquicentennial stamp will first be placed on sale August 3, at
the post offices at Bennington, Vt., and Washington, D. C., and for the benefit of
stamp collectors and others who may be interested it will also be placed on sale the
same date at the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department.

R. S. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

(2) Original drawings in Mr. King's collection.



Photo of Huston's first sketeh.
Never approved or issuoed.

Phote of Huston's second sketeh.
Never approved or issued,

#643—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘‘GREEN MOUNTAIN BOY.” No
Wmk. Perf. 11,

Issued August 3, 1927,

There were two preliminary desiens made for the Green Mountain Boy,
both of which are illustrated.(®) A slightly different design, as it appears on
the issued stamp, was approved July 10th.  These drawings were made by C. A,
Huston and A. R. Meissner of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, and the
engraving work was executed by L. S. Schofield. . M. Hall and W. Wells.

They were printed in the usual sheets of 400, divided by horizontal and
vertical lines and eut along these lines into panes of 100, and so distributed. They
had the usual two plate numbers to cach pane, over and under or alongside the
fitth stamp from each corner. The first order was for 20,000,000 copies, hut the
stamp was so popular that the order was later incereased by another 20,000,000,
Desien certified June 23, 1927.

Shades: Carmine Rose, Dark Carmine Rose,

Varieties: a: Plate numhber blocks,
b: Usual twelve position blocks,
¢: A block and strip from plate # 19037 were found with left inner frame

line missing. Perhaps this was due to a short transfer, or it may be a
printing variety.

Plates: There were eight plates made and nsed: #18035—36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42

Number issued: 39,974,900

(3) From Mr. King's callection,
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CHAPTER IX
BURGOYNE CAMPAIGN ISSUE

1927

ENL. BURGOYNE’S surrender to Genl. Gates was one of the most im-
G portant events of the Revolutionary War, and by it the northern section
of New York and Vermont, to the confines of Canada, were left in the

quiet possession of the Americans.

“*The Surrender of Burgoyne’” from the well known painting by Trumbull,
now hanging in the rotunda of the Capitol, was chosen as a vignette subject
for this stamp and an interesting point in the painting is the American flag
floating over Genl. Gates’ tent at the right of the picture. In the final stamp
design the flag was omitted. As a matter of fact the stamp was not issued on
the sesquicentennial of the surrender of Burgoyne, which happened Oectober 17,
1777, but rather to commemorate the first oceasion that our flag was under fire
at Fort Schulyer, (Fort Stanwix) August 3, 1777. Acceording to some authori-
ties our flag was not in use by the army at this time—The American Flag Aect
of June 14, 1777, reads:

“RESOLVED, that the flag of the United States be thirteen stripes, alternate
red and white; that the Union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a
new constellation."”

To quote :

“Our Navy began to use the new flag immediately. The British Army and Navy
used different flags for many years, and apparently we thought we should do likewise,
for official correspondence between General Washington and the Board of War shows
that it was over two years before they agreed upon a design for the Army to carry
as a variant from the marine flag, and over three years more before the Board of
War succeeded in obtaining the necessary material and had national colors made
for the Army,

“So far I have succeeded in locating only one Stars and Stripes that T feel sure
was carried by the American Army during the Revolution. This was carried by the
Carolina Militia at the battle of Guilford Court House, March 15, 1781, but the
stripes were blue and red, and the Union was a white field with thirteen eight point-
ed stars.” (1)

Yet Gov. Alfred E. Smith of New York sent a personal letter to the Post-
master General endorsing the request of the American Legion and the Rome and
Utica Couneil Boy Scouts of America for a speeial issne to ecommemorate the
‘first display of the Stars and Stripes in the face of the enemy, on August 3,
1777, at the defense of Fort Stanwix, whose site is now included in the city of
Rome, N. Y.”” Attached to the letter was documentary evidence to authenticate
the assertion that the Battle of Fort Stanwix was the first oceasion on whiceh the
flag bearing the thirteen stars was unfurled betore the enemy.

All of which has little to do with philately—it does show, however, that
even historical paintings may sometimes be wrong and when mistakes oceur
they are occasionally continued indefinitely,

(1) “The Origin & Evolution of the United States Flag.” House Document No. 258—
69th Congress, 1st Session, February 22, 1926,
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wPhe Surrender of Burgoyne,” from the painting by Trumbull,

The Historical Soeieties of Rome and Utiea had proposed an issue of four
commemorative stamps, in quantities of one hundred million each, showing the
raising of the Stars and Stripes at Fort Stanwix, the story of Herkimer under
the beeceh tree at Oriskany battle, Stark and the Bennington Monument, and the
Defeat of Burgoyne at Saratoga.

Vermont having also requested a commemorative stamp, Mr. Spargo, Chair-
man of the Vermont Commission, tells us that the Postmaster General had in-
sisted that Vermont and New York get together and agree upon a design for a
joint stamp, claiming the Department would not issne two. At a conference
held in Bennington, Vi, Dr. Flick, New York State Iistorian, Dr. Graves,
(lfommissioner of Edueation and Peter Nelson, of the New York Joint Committee,
agreed with John Spareo and his associates of Vermont that they wounld back
up Mr. Spargo’s efforts to get two stamps, one cach for Bennington, Vi, and
Saratoga, N. Y., and that in the event of failure to secure these two they wonld
back the Stark-Gates design, illustrated in the *“ Vermont Sesqui’™ article.  Con-
eressman 7. M. Davenport of Clinton, N. Y., also placed the matter before Post-
master General Harry 8. New, who again sugeested that the Societies request
but one denomination, and a little later Mr. Davenport was authorized to ask
for one stamp, which was to earry the names of Fort Stanwix, Oriskany, Ben-
nington and Sarvatoga, with Trumbuoll’s painting of the “*Surrender of Bur-
goyne’’ to represent New York State’s part in the American Revolution.

Early in April 1927 Dr. FFlick went to Washington to consult with the Post
Office Department, and was assured of the issnancee of a distinetive Durgoyne
Campaign 2 Cent stamp.
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The official notice of this stamp follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, July 15, 1927,

Postmasters and others connected with the Postal Service are notified that the
deparitment is about to issue a new 2-cent Burgoyne Campaign stamp to commemo-
rate the Battles of Fort Stanwix, Oriskany, Bennington, and Saratoga.

The new stamp is the same shape and size as ihe special-delivery stamp,
1-4/100 by 84/100 inches, and will be printed in red ink. The central design repre-
sents the surrender of General Burgoyne, and is inclosed in panels bearing the words
“Fort Stanwix"” at the left, “Oriskany” at the top and “Bennington” at the right,
with the word *“‘Saratoga’ beneath the design. In a curved panel near the top of
the stamp are the words “U. S. Postage” in white Roman letters, and on ribbon
serolls in both upper corners are the years “1777" and “1927." In an ornamental
panel at the bottom of the stamp appears the word “Cents’ with the numeral “2"
in both lower corners within circles supported by acanthus serolls. Immediately
beneath the central vignette appear the words “Surrender of Genl. Burgoyne.”

The new Burgoyne Campaign stamp will first be placed on sale August 3, 1927,
al the post offices at Albany, Rome, Syracuse, and Utica, N. Y., and Washington,
D. C., and for the benefit of stamp collectors and dealers it will also be placed on
sale the same date at the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Depart-
ment,

R. S. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General,

Schuylerville might well have been ineluded among the ““first day’’ towns
noted above, for it was at this town, formerly Old Saratoga, that the surrender
actually took place October 17, 1777. Ellioti R. Ryder, of Troy, had a number
of first day covers prepared with a continental soldier cachet and had them sent
out from Schuylerville on Aungust 3, 1927, the date of issue,

#644—2 Cent, Carmine Rose, ““SURRENDER OF BURGOYNE."
No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued August 3, 1927,

The frame of the stamp was designed by (', A. Huston, and the engraving
was executed by J. Eissler and F. Lamasure, of the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing.

The plates were of 200 subjects, eut into post office panes of 50, along the
horizontal and vertical guide lines. Each plate carried eight plate numbers,
top and bottom over or under the third stamp, and on the side margins these
are placed opposite the fifth stamp from the top or bottom of each pane.

Shade: Carmine.

Varvieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Usual twelve position blocks.
¢: Shifted transfer in left numeral and upper and lower left corners.

Plates used: #19061—62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69
19106

Number issued: 25,628,450
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CHAPTER X

VALLEY FORGE COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE
1928

the turning point of the Revolutionary War. The men were diseouraged,

they were poorly clad, had little to eat and were almost freezing to
death. Benjamin Franklin had enlisted the aid of the French, and before the
winter had passed General Von Steuben arrived in America and by intensive
drilling and enforced discipline he turned the group of discouraged volunteers
inte a real army,

On May 26, 1927, Senator Reid of Pennsylvania wrote a letter to the Post
Office Department suggesting that a Valley Forge stamp be issued, and Histori-
cal Societies also tried to impress the Department with the advisability of such
an issue. In spite of the historical importance of Valley Forge, the Post Office
Department was not keen to issue a stamp to commemorate the one hundred
and fiftieth anniversary of the engagement.

In the early part of February 1928 Congressman Watson of Pennsylvania
introduced a bill in the House of Representatives to authorize such an issne.
This was referred to the committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, and there
died. In spite of all efforts the stamp seemed doomed to failure as late as April
of that year. Congressman Watson, however, continued his efforts and finally
on May 3 reported that the Postmaster (ieneral had authorized an issue com-
memorating the Encampment at Valley Forge.

The official notice is as follows :

THE WINTER spent by Washington and his troops at Valley Forge was

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, May 12, 1928,

Postmasters and postal employees are notified that the department is about
to issue a new 2-cent postage stamp to commemorate the one hundred and fiftieth
anniversary of Washington's campaign at Valley Forge.

The new stamp is the same shape and size as the ordinary stamp, 765/100 by
87/100 inches, and is printed in red ink. The vignette shows Washington kneeling
in prayer. Across the top of the stamp in a straight line are the words “U. 8. Post-
age'” in white Roman letters, and on a ribbon above the vignette are the words
“Valley Forge' with the years “1778" and “1928.”" The white numera] “2°" ap-
pears in both lower corners within circles, which are connected by a panel bearing
the word ““Cents.” On a ribbon above the panel are the words “In God We Trust’
in small Gothic letters.

The Valley Forge commemorative stamp will first be placed on sale May 26 at
the post offices at Valley Forge, Philadelphia, Lancaster, Norristown and West Chest-
er, Pa., and Washington, D. C. Furthermore, on account of the Midwestern Phila-
telic Exhibition at Cleveland, Ohio, it has been decided to include the sale of this
stamp at Cleveland, on May 26, which is the last day of the exhibition. TFor the
benefit of collectors and others who may be interested, it will also be placed on sale
the same date at the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department.

R. S. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

It is interesting to note the various towns given the honor of first day sale,
especially as there seems to be no direct connection between the event and the
cities so honored. Philadelphia was the nearest city, West Chester was the county
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Washington at Prayer, at Valley Forge,

seat for part of Valley Forge and the home of Congressman Butler, who aided
in the fight to have the stamp issued, Norristown was the home of Congressman
Watson, the leader of the effort to have the stamp issued, and who also repre-
sented the Valley Forge Distriet, Lancaster was the home town of both Robert
S. Regar, the Third Assistant Postmaster General, and Congressman Greist,
Chairman of the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads.

The first day cancellation provided for the Cleveland Stamp Exhibition
consisted of a cirenlar postmark in red or purple reading “CLEVELAND
(MIDWESTERN PHILATELIC EXHIBITION STATION) OHIO™ and the
date. The killer to cancel the stamps consisted of four thick horizontal hars.

The stamps were printed in four hundred subjeet sheets, and eut into post
office panes of 100 along horizontal and vertical guide lines. The plate numbers
appear twice on each pane, opposite the fifth row from the outside corner of
the sheet on top or bottom, and at the sides. There were thirteen plates pre-
pared, but only eight went to press.

#645—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘‘WASHINGTON AT PRAYER.”
No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued May 26, 1928,

The stamp was designed by C. A. Huston, after an engraving by John C.
MeRae. The engraving was done by L. S. Schofield, E. Hall and E. Hein,
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In spite of the large quantity printed this stamp was singularly free from
plate defects, only one variety being worthwhile. This consisted of a heavy
seratch through the left ““2'" of stamp No. 33, plate No. 19496 L. L. (Illus-
trated.) Several minor plate flaws have been reported such as, Dot in right
‘2", 63-L1-19496, Dot in left ‘2°, 95-L1.-19495, and a thin top frame line on
45-1:1:-19493.

Damaged Plate,

Three distinet shades are recognized. The normal color was a brieht ear-
mine, but a small printing was found in a deep lake carmine, and also a very
light shade, almost strawberry. The carmine lake is the searcost.

Shades: Light carmine, bright carmine, deep lake carmine.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Usual twelve position blocks.
¢: Plate flaw at left numeral.

Plates used: #£19493—904, 95, 96, 97
19500—01, 02

Plates not used: #19503—25, 26, 27, 28

Number issued: 101,330,328
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CAPT. JAMES COOK.
Who Discovered the Hawaiinn Islands in 1775,

CHAPTER XI
HAWAIIAN ISSUE
1928

S EARLY as 1926 the Hawaiian Ilistorical Society were making plans
for a celebration to be held in 1928 to eommemorate the one hundred
and fiftieth anniversary of the discovery of the Islands by Captain

James Cook in 1778,

In the early part of 1927 the Hawaiian press gave publicity to the idea, and
as a result the Governor appointed a committee to make all necessary arrange-
ments for such a celebration to be held in Honolulu in 1928, Both the Histori-
cal Society and the Hawaiian Philatelic Society immediately went on record as
favoring the issue of a series of commemorative stamps, and the idea having
received the unofficial approval of the Governor and the Postmaster, steps were
taken to present the matter to the proper authorities in Washington, through
official channels,

Two designs suggested were a portrait of Captain Cook, and a picture of
the monument at Kealakekua Bay, where Cook lost his lite. The Postmaster
General, however, did not favor the idea, stating that it was the disposition of
the Department to tavor commemoratives that had a broad national significance
rather than those of a localized nature. This did not deter the Hawaiian dele-
gate in Congress from continuing his efforts to obtain a special series, but the
best he could do was to induce the Postmaster General to have two values of the
regular issue surcharged with the name of the islands and the dates 1778-1928,

The following is the official notice

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, July 13, 1928,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart-
ment is preparing a special issue of surcharged postage stamps for placing on sale
in all Hawaiian post offices in connection with the sesquicentennial celebration to
be held August 15 to 20.

The issue will be limited to 2-cent and 5-cent stamps of the current series, to be
surcharged “Hawaii” across the upper half of the stamp, with the dates, “1778-
1928" below. The surcharge will be in black ink.

The surcharged stamps will first be placed on sale August 13, 1928, at the
post office in Honolulu, Hawaii. The stamps will be placed on sale at other Hawaiian
post offices as soon thereafter as supplies of the surcharged stamps are received.
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For the benefit of collectors and dealers there will also be placed on sale at
the philatelic agency, Washington, D. C., on the same date a limited quantity of
these stamps.

The surcharged stamps will not be placed on sale in post offices within the
United States proper and postmasters shall not submit requisitions to the depart-
ment for stocks thereof.

The total quantity of surcharged stamps except those placed on sale at the
philatelic agency will be sent to the postmasier, Honolulu, who will make distribu-
tion fo district and direct accounting post offices in accordance with the depart-
ment's instruetions,

Although the sale of the special issue of surcharged stamps will be restricted
to post offices in Hawaii and at the philatelic agency, the stamps will be valid for
the prepayment of postage at all post offices now using ordinary United States stamps.

R. 8. REGAR,

Third Assistant Postmaster General,

Although these were teehnically a commemorative issue, they looked so much
like our orvdinary precancel'ed stamps that they caused considerable trouble
with various post offices. They were supposed to be valid for postage anywhere
in the United States, in aceordance with the last paragraph of the official notice,
but the Postal laws prohibiting the use of precancelled stamps from any office
other than the one that issued them, they were refused right and left, and many
letters carrying them eame through bearing Postage Due stamps.  These Due
stamps were often explained by the clerks in a note written on the envelope, as
follows, **Due 10 cents, account ecannot use precancelled stamps at any other
post office than issned.””  Complaints immediately reached the Post Office De-
partment about these diffieulties, and in the Postal Bulletin of October 12th the
Third Assistant Postmaster General ealled attention to the fact that they were
available for postage not only in the United States proper, but throughout
Hawaii, Alaska, Guam, Puerto Rieo, Samoa and the Virgin Islands, with in-
structions that elerks should not refuse to accept the Hawaiian surcharge stamps.

These were gotten out on the rotary press and were printed and surchareed
at the one operation. The plates consisted of four panes of 100 subjects each,
separated horizontally and vertically by a 34" gutter. In the center of the sheet
was a small eross bar, and at the outside end of each gutter was a short line
about 3/16” long. These were used as guide for entting the full sheet into 100
subject panes, and there being a gutter surrounding each pane there were no
straight edges. One plate number appeared on each pane and was placed in
either the upper or lower outside corners and always at the side. These num-
bers read down on the right pane and up on the left.

Because of the varieties caused by the overprinting of the surcharge, it .is
advisable that collectors understand the methods used in applying it. Although
done on the one press, it was necessary to have the two printings working inde-
pendently of each other, with separate adjustment being possible for each
operation. This was essential as the paper was not uniform. The tension varied
and the changes in atmospherice conditions often affeeted the speed of the paper
passing through the surcharging unit. A separate adjustment, therefore, allow-
ed the operator to advance or retard the speed at will.

After the stamps were printed they passed over an ink drying roller, then on
to the overprinting stercotyped plates and the gumming roll, and then through
a drying box which dried both the gum and the overprint, and then on to the
roll at the end of the press. In the event of these *“‘speed’ adjustments not
being made ““the jump' space for the horizontal gutters would fall on the
stamps, causing a much wider spacing than normal. When this happened it was
necessary to bring “*the jump’ back to its proper place as nearly as possible.
A hand wheel was connected with the overprinting rotary plates, which allowed
the operator to advance or retard this printing at will. A complete turn of this
wheel in the direetion in which the paper was moving would lower the imprint
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about 6 mm. (1,”)—if this complete turn were made in the opposite direction
it would raise the imprint twice this amount, or half the length of the stamp,
this would also give a wide spacing between the surcharges. This wide spacing,
however, is between the plate imprint and not between the words ** Hawaii’’ and
the vear dates. These necessary adjustments caused an interesting variety, for
if the adjustment was made just at the time the overprinting was taking place
it would elongate the letters of the overprint if the motion was against the diree-
tion of the paper, or it would shorten the letters if the direction of the wheel
motion was with the paper.

A comparatively small number of these overprinted stamps were issued.
They were on sale in the United States only at the Philatelic Agency in Wash-
ington. Many United States collectors, however, did not obtain copies when
the stamps were enrrent, and this was possibly due to the Standard Catalogue
listing these stamps under *“‘Hawaii® instead of U7, S.”” and many passed
them up for this reason. In spite of this, and even in spite of the small quantity
issued they are not as desirable today as the Norse American and have never
been popular with eollectors.

#6472 Cent Washington, Carmine Rose, overprinted ‘‘HAWAII
1778-1928."" No Wmk. Rotary Press. Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued Augusi 13, 1928,

These stamps were made, as noted above, by overprinting ordinary 2 Cent
stamps then in use. There were numerous varieties reported in the overprint-
ing, but only one seems to be constant and worthy of attention. This was a
break in 177 of “*1778" on the 93rd stamp of a lower right pane, causing this
numeral to appear much shorter than the others. There were also numerous
examples of streteched or shortened leiters, which as explained were printing
varieties only. A few sheets were found with extreme wide spacing on one row,
This space measured 28 mm. between overprints instead of the normal 18 mm.
Bloceks showing this are extremely scaree.

Shade: Carmine Rose.

Varieties: a: Plate number block.
b: Wide space overprint.
¢: Broken “1" in *“1778."

Plates used: 18983—84

19054—55

Quantity issued: 5,519,897

#648—5 Cent Roosevelt, Blue, overprinted ‘‘HAWAII 1778-1928."
No Wmk. Rotary Press. Perf, 11x1015.

Issued August 13, 1928,

A smaller quantity was issued of this stamp than any recent commemora-
tive, yet it is not searcer than the 5 Cent Norse American, of which almost one
half million more were printed. The stamp is singularly free from philatelic
varieties, and there are no known wide spacings. But few copies have been
found with stretched overprinted letters, as was the case with the 2 Cent. These
were the ordinary 5 Cent stamps surcharged.

Shade: Blue

Varieties: a: Plate number block,
Plates used: 18907—08
Quantity issued: 1,459,897
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Counterfeit Overprints

Attention is called to counterfeit overprints or surcharges on both the
Hawaiian and Molly Pitcher issues. George B. Sloane, Official Expert of the
A. P. 8, issued the following statement in June 1933

“Forged Molly Pitcher and Hawaii overprints have recently appeared in the
wholesale gquantities.

These fakes are rather well executed and have been seen in both used and un-
used condition, but fortunately it is believed the fraud was discovered in its incep-
tion and before the stamps were generally distributed.

However, the popularity of these two U. 8, issues will undoubtedly lead to
further attempts at faking, therefore collectors and dealers should be on guard for
a repetition of the fraud and purchase these items only from responsible sources.”

In the original overprints the tops and bottoms of the letters appear to be
slightly rounded, while the forged copies show straight and sharp. The latter
also show through the gum on the back of the stamp. Another thing to check
would be the gum breakers.
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Molly Pitcher in Action. From an old woodceut,

CHAPTER XII

MONMOUTH ISSUE
1928

N JANUARY 23, 1928, it was reported from Ireehold, N. .J., that Con-
O gressman Harold Hoffman, of the Third Distriet, would endeavor to gain
Congressional action for the issuance of a speecial postage stamp to com-
memorate the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Battle of Monmouth,
which was to be celebrated that fall. Tt was his intention to have Molly Pitcher,
heroine of the battle, the central feature of the stamp.

Molly Pitcher was the wife of John Hays, a sergeant of infantry, who,
having formerly been attached to Proctor’s Artillery, was detailed to artillery
duty shortly before the Battle of Monmouth. At the battle, so the story goes,
Molly helped by carrying water to the wounded, and eries of “‘the piteher Mol-
ly** caused her to be nicknamed ‘‘Molly Piteher.””  After her husband had been
wounded she took his place at the gun and fought during the balance of the
battle. Naturally she became one of the heroines of the Revolution.

The demand for a special issue was carried on by both Congressmen Iloff-
man and Ackerman, the latter gentleman advocating a stamp similar to the
White Plains Issue, but it seemed impossible to obtain the approval of the Post-
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master General. As a last vesort they asked for a surcharged stamp and this re-
quest was finally granted, although only a very small quantity of these over-
printed stamps were issued.

We are illustrating an old eut of Molly in action, more as a joke than any-
thing else, but had it been used as a model by the department what a stamp we
would have had!

The official notice is as follows :

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, October 13, 1928,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart-
ment is preparing a special surcharged issue of 2-cent postage stamps in commemo-
ration of the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Battle of Monmouth,

The issue will consist of ordinary 2-cent stamps overprinted with the words
“Molly Pitcher” arranged in two horizontal lines across the face of the stamp. The
surcharge will be in black,

The surcharged Monmouth anniversary stamps will first be placed on sale
October 20, 1928, at the post offices in Freehold, N. J., Red Bank, N. J., and Wash-
ington, D. C. The surcharged stamps will also be placed on sale the same date at
the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department, for the benefit of stamp collectors.

R. S. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Like the Hawaiian Issue these were a product of the rotary press, the regu-
lar two cent stamp then current being used. They were printed from the usnal
400 subject plates, being ent into four post office panes, and had the plate num-
bers in the upper and lower outside corners, one to each pane. Being from the
rotary press, there were no straizht edees.

#646—2 Cent, Washington, Carmine, overprinted ‘‘MOLLY
PITCHER.”” No Wmk. Rotary press. Perf. 11x1015.

Issued October 20, 1928,

We have placed this after the Hawaiian Issue instead of before it, as it was
issued about two months later, although it earries a lower eatalog number,

There are several worthwhile overprinting varieties of this stamp.  Five
blocks were located with wide spacing between surcharges. These distances were
29 mm. instead of the normal 18. This distance is between the two groups of
imprints and not between the words “MOLLY " and “PITCHER.”

A pair was found by Holeome York, one stamp of whieh had only the word
“PITCHER,” the “*“MOLLY ™ being in the margin above. This same printing
error no doubt occurred on the rest of the row, but the balance is not known to
have reached philatelie hands.

Elongated overprints were quite common on this issue, mueh more so than
on the previous overprinted stamps. Numerous panes may be found where one
row is elongated, the letters being almost 1 mm. higher than the other row.

Shade: Carmine

Varieties: a: Plate number block.
h: Copy with only word “PITCHER.”
¢: Wide spacing.
d: Elongated overprint.
e: Plate 19070 L. R. # 89 and adjoining stamps show evidence of a
breakdown in the transfer roll, particularly in and ahbove the left
numeral,

Plates used: #19%070—71

Number issued: 9,779,896
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Counterfeits

See note under Hawaiian Issue.
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CHAPTER XIII

INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AERONAUTICS CONFERENCE
1928

N NOVEMBER 11, 1928, the Washington dispatches announced that the
O Post Office Department would issue two new stamps of the 2 cent and
5 eent values, in honor of the Civil Aeronautical Conference called by
President Coolidge December 12-13-14, 1928, at Washington, D. . This con-
ference was to commemorate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the feat of the
Wright Brothers at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, December 17, 1903, when they
made the first flight by aeroplane, flying a distance of 852 feet and remaining
in the air one minute.
The official notice reads as follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, November 20, 1928,

Postmasters and others connected with the postal service are notified that the
department is about to issue a new 2-cent and 5-cent commemorative stamp, in con-
nection with the Intermational Civil Aeronautics Conference, called by President
Coolidge for December 12, 13, 14, 1928, at Washington, D. C.

The new stamps are the same shape and size as the special delivery stamp,
1-44/100 by 84/100 inches. The 2-cent stamp will be printed in red ink and the
5-cent stamp in blue ink. At the top is a dark border panel with wording “U. 8.
Postage” in white Roman lettering; a small seroll at each end; under the panel in
small architectural Roman lettering—"International Civil Aeronautics Conference":
on either side of the stamp are narrow border panels; within the borders are shown
on the left the Washington Monument, and on the right the United States Capitol.
The central design shows the airplane used by the Wright brothers in their first
successful flight at Kitty Hawk, N. C. In both lower corners are rectangular shields
with the numeral 2 in each; a ribbon appears between the numerals and below the
airplane with the dates, December 12, 13, 14, 1928, and under the ribbon a base
panel with the word cents in white Roman lettering,

The 5-cent United States postage stamp for the International Civil Aeronautics
Conference is similar with the exception of the Wright airplane being replaced by a
globe showing the eastern and western continents, and a modern monoplane flving
across it; the numberals 5 in place of numerals 2.

The new International Civil Aeronautics Conference stamp will first be placed
on sale December 12, 1928, at the Washington, D. C, post office, and for the benefit
of stamp collectors and dealers the new stamps will also be placed on sale the same
date at the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department.

R. S. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

These stamps were printed from 200 subjeet plates, (10x20) which were
divided into panes of 50 by horizontal and vertical euide lines. The sheets were
cut along these guide lines into post office panes of 50 and so issued. There
were eight plate numbers, two to each pane, on top and bottom they were above
or below the third stamp—at the sides the numbers were adjacent to the fifth
row from the outside corners,

A special postal station was opened in the U, 8. Chamber of (Commerce
Building, Washington, D, (', at which place the Aeronauties Conference meet-
ings were held.  First day covers were cancelled in green ink with a special
slogan postmark. This consisted of a flag type box containing the words **TN-
TERNATIONAL CIVIL AERONAUTICS CONFERENCE’ in two lines over
an aeroplane, and below the dates ““December 12-14-1928.""  This date stamp
showed the day of use, December 12,

Although these stamps portrayed airplanes they were not air mail stamps,
and were good for ordinary postage. The air mail rate at that time being five
cents, the high value was frequently used for this purpoese, such covers, how-
ever, had to be inscribed ** Via Air Mail.”’
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On December 17th a special eaclet was officially supplied by the Post Of-
fice Department to celebrate the unveiling of the national Aeronantie Associa-
tion’s memorial at Kitty Hawk, N. C. This monument consisted of a ten ton
granite boulder bearing a commemorative bronze plate in honor of the Wright
Brothers. It was erected on the exact spot where on December 17, 1903, Orville
Wright took off in a plane under its own power. The cachet consisted of a 2
inch square box showing a portrait of the Wright Plane with a modern plane
above it. Below, in five lines, appeared the words “TWENTY-FIFTH ANNI-
VERSARY FIRST FLIGHT MADE BY THE WRIGHT BROTIIERS AT
KITTY HAWK, N. . DECEMBER 17, 1903."" It was applied in black as
was the Kitty Hawl, N. (., hand stamp postmark.

S

Photograph of Original Wright Machine.

#649—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘“WRIGHT AEROPLANE.”” No Wmk.
Perf. 11,

Issued December 12, 19285,

This stamp was designed by . A. Huston and A. R. Meissner, of the Bu-
rean of Engraving and Printing, after a photograph of the original Wright
machine supplied by the National Museum. (Illustrated.) The engraving was
executed by J. Benzing, E. Hall and L. S. Schofield. The Capitol at the right
and the Washington Monument at the left were added by the artist.

The stamps being large were not generally popu'ar with the users of mail,
and they were on hand at post offices for quite some time after they had first
been placed on sale.

The two cent is singularly free of plate varieties. Some defeets in the
plates eausing small dots have been reported but none worthy of special search
as all are extremely minor. These stamps being rocked in sidewise to the de-
sign it is likely that some shifted transfers of the side frame lines might be dis-
covered. Being unpopnlar with eolleetors little effort has been made to study
this stamp. Several minor plate flaws have been reported, such as a dot in T
of CENTS, 19679-L1.-45.

Sixteen plates were made and all went to press.

Shades: Carmine, dull carmine,
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Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.

a
b: Usual twelve position blocks.

Plates used: # 19654—55, 56, 57, 62, 63, 64, 65, 78, 79, 80, 81
19708—09, 10, 11

Number issued: 49,438,300

#6560—5 Cent, Blue. ‘‘GLOBE AND MODERN AEROPLANE.”’
No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued December 12, 1928,

This design was by C. A. Huston, one of the artists of the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing.. The engraving was executed by J. Benzing, E. Hall
and L. S. Schofield,

Whereas the two cent stamp was free from defeets this one has several, one
of which is extremely interesting. On plate No. 19658 stamp number 50 of the
lower left pane has an eliptical mark where the wing of the plane crosses the
globe at the right. This looks very much like a prairie dog sitting on its haunch-
es and has frequently been so named. It is also known as the north pole variety.
There seems to be no logical explanation of this plate flaw, as it does not dupli-
cate any part of the design and it was no doubt eaused by a foreign substance
adhering to the plate while the design was being rocked in. Although the posi-
tion of this variety has been well known for some time, it is a rather desirable
item as this stamp had a straight edge at the right and these were usually
promptly discarded by eollectors and used for postage. (Illustrated.)

Flaw on Plate No, 1963535,

We have never considered plate layout lines of sufficient importance to be
worthy of comment as they are quite common. Usunally they are found just
inside the bottom or side frame line and almost always very faint. Their pur-
pose is to help the plate maker to keep his alignment correct and are generally
removed before the plate is used. On Plate No. 19659, however, the lines are
quite strong and pass directly through the vertical center of the stamp, giving
the impression that the globe is held up by a thread. This is especially marked
in the stamps just under the top right plate number blocks. (F. before the
number.) 19661-LR-46 has a vertical serateh,

Four plates were made for this stamp, and all went to press.

Shades: Blue, deep blue,
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.

b: Usual twelve position blocks,

¢: Prairie dog variety.

d: Lavout lines in center of design. Serateh,
Plates used: #19658—50, 60, 61

Number issued: 10,319,700,
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CHAPTER XIV

GEORGE ROGERS CLARK COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE
1929

HE George Rogers Clark stamp issued in commemoration of the one
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the surrender of Fort Sackville, at
Vincennes, Indiana, was withont doubt one of the most artistic of our

twentieth century stamps.

As early as 1926, three years before the 150th anniversary of the sur-
render of Fort Sackville, it was suggested that a commemorative postage stamp
be issued. The President, in his message to Congress in 1927, made mention of
this American victory which was to be celebrated February 25, 1929, stating
that it was too little known and understood, having eventually brought into the
Union the Northwest territory.

On January 19, 1928, Representative David Hogg, of the 12th Indiana
Distriet, introduced a bill authorizing the Postmaster General to issue a special
stamp in commemoration of the sesquicentennial of this exploit. The Clark
Memorial Commission, meeting in Indianapolis on October 17th, approved and
recommended a painting by Frederick C. Yohn, depicting the surrender of Fort
Sackville to Col. George Rogers Clark by the British Commander, Lieut. Gov.
Hamilton, as a subject for the stamp vignette.

The Imdianapolis Star, of October 19, 1928, said: ‘*“ While Postmaster Gen-
eral Harry S. New had expressed his approval of any design that the Commis-
sion might adopt, the actnal plans for the anniversary stamp had been actually
withheld until the Commission officially recommended a painting to be used.
* ® % Mr, Yohn's painting was originally produced on the cover of The Youth's
Companion for October 1923, and now is the property of the Indiana Historical
Society.”’

This being the first stamp ever issued to commemorate an Indiana event,
and Indiana being the home state of the Postmaster General, it was assured
that an attractive design would be fortheoming. It was at first planned to print
the stamp in red, but Hon. Robert S. Regar, Third Assistant Postmaster General,
conceived the idea of a bi-colored design.

Being printed in two colors, and of a larger size than any of the other
commemoratives, it was an outstanding emission and one that Mr. Regar was
very proud of,

The conquest of the territory north of the Ohio by Col. Clark in 1778-9
was one of the most heroie episodes of the Revolutionary period, and one of the
most important in ifs consequence. By reason of it the Treaty of Paris desig-
nated the Mississippi instead of the Ohio as our western boundary,

The official deseription of the stamp reads:

Office of the Postmaster General,

Washington, February 2, 1929,
Postmasters and others connected with the Postal Service are notified that the
department is about to issue a new 2-cent George Rogers Clark postage stamp to
commemorate the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the surrender of Fort

Sackville,

The new stamp is the same shape and size as the 5-cent air mail stamp, 1-3,32
by 1-15/32 inches, and is printed in two colors; the border in red and the vignette
in black., The central design shows the surrender of Fort Sackville at Vincennes,
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“surrender of Fort Sackville,” from a painting by Frederick C. Yohn,

Ind., to George Rogers Clark, reproduced from a photograph of the painting by
Frederick (¢, Yohn. The word ‘“Vincennes' appears beneath the central design and
at the top of the stamp are the words “U, S, Postage’ in white Roman letters.
Above the vignette is a ribbon bearing the words “George Rogers Clark’ with the
word “Commemorative” in a curved panel directly beneath. In panels on either side
of the stamp are acanthus scrolls and in both upper corners are the years “1779" at
the left and “1929" at the right. In both lower corners within circles with dark
backgrounds is the white numeral ‘2" with the word “Cents' at the bottom of the
stamp,

The new George Rogers Clark stamp will first be placed on sale February 25,
1929, at the post office at Vincennes, Ind., and for the benefit of stamp collectors
and dealers it will be placed on sale the following day, February 26, at the Phila-
telic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department. These stamps will also

be placed on sale at other post offices as promptly after February 25th as produc-
tion will permit.

HARRY S. NEW,
Postmaster General.
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Charlottsville, Va., the county seat of Albemarle County, where Clark was
born, requested but was not given first day privileges.

Photo from orviginal dreawing of first design,
Never approved or issued.

The first design prepared by Mr. Huston, artist of the Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing, suggested a stamp higher than wide, (illustrated) but this
was not approved, and the stamp was finally issued in horizontal form. The
engraving work of the vignette was executed by L. S. Schofield, and that of
the frame, lettering and numerals by E. M. Hall. The final proof was not ap-
proved until January 24, 1929, plates going to press the first week of February.

The first order called for 15,000,000, but the stamp proved so popular that
on March 20, 1929, the Post Office Department announced that the supply on
hand had become exhausted.

#651—Two Cent, Carmine and Black. ‘‘BATTLE OF VINCENNES."’
No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued February 25, 1929,

These were printed in sheets of 100 subjeets, with both horizontal and verti-
cal guide lines in red. They were eut vertically into 50 subject panes and so
delivered to the various post offices. There was a short black guide line in the
top and bottom margin. The horizontal guide line oceurred between the fifth
and sixth row. On the left pane the red plate number was over the second
stamp, the black number over the third stamp, followed by the word “TOP’’ in
red. On the right pane ““TOP” in black and the black plate number occurred
over the second and third stamps, followed by the red plate number. There
were no other markings on these plates, not even the eustomary initials.

As with other bi-colored stamps there was a possible chance of an ‘“‘invert-
ed center”” sheet slipping out and collectors were carefully watching for such
an error. lnusual care was exercised at the Bureau and no ‘“inverts’” have
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ever been found. Harry Lindquist reported to the writers that Mr. Regar told
him four sheets had been printed in error with the centers inverted but that
these were immediately destroyed, getting no further than the press that print-
ed them. These were neither gummed nor perforatd. On checking this up
through the Post Office Department we received the following letter in verifi-
cation :

“QOctober 2, 1930,
“Beverly 8. King,
New York, N. Y.

“My dear Sir:

“Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of September 17, to Mr. Regar, in re-
gard to the irregularity in the printing of the George Rogers Clark Commemorative
stamp.

“The information which you have received to the effect that the central designs
on a few sheets of this bicolored stamp were inverted in the original printing is cor-
rect. However, the defect in the printing was immediately detected and the imper-
fectly sheets were destroved so that none were issued to postmasters for sale to the
publiec. Very truly yours,

F. A, TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.”

- - -

Double transfer variety.

A double transfer variety consisting of a heavy red line over and cutting
into the ribbon in the upper right corner has been noted. This oceurs on stamp
twenty-nine of the right pane, (fourth one of the sixth row,) red plate No.
19721, There are numerous scratehes and minor spot of color on certain of the
stamps, sueh as a horizontal red seratech on left pane red plate No. 19742, on
stamps 26 and 27, dot of eolor on numerals, ete.

A good upward double occurs on stamp 44-R-19721, and stamp 14 is shifted
to the left.

Shades: Carmine and black.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Position blocks.
Top and bottom split arrows.
Right and left complete arrows.
Center guide and split guide lines.
¢: Double transfer.

Plates (all used))—Each red border plate was used in combination with each red
vignette plate, making 144 plate number combinations.
Center Plates: 19728—29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39
Frame Plates: 19720—21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 40. 41, 42, 43

Number issued: 16,684,674
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CHAPTER XV
EDISON COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE
1929

HE special Edison Commemorative Postage Stamp was issued during 1929
to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the invention of the first
practical incandescent lamp by Thomas Alva Edison on October 21, 1879,

On May 7, 1929, the philatelic world was informed by a telegram from Con-
gressman Ackerman of New Jersey that the department planned to issue this
stamp the following month.

The organization for the observance of Light’s Golden Jubilee was made up
of a general committee composed of leaders of practically every walk of life in
America, with President Herbert Hoover as honorary chairman. The observ-
ance was culminated on the night of October 21st at Dearborn, Michigan, by a
dinner given in honor of Mr. Edison by Henry Ford, at which were present the
President of the United States and a selected distinguished gathering of men
from all parts of the United States and some foreign countries.

The speeches and festivities were broadeast over a network of 144 broad-
casting stations and through speecial arrangement were also received abroad.
During this program, the first international radio broadeast was effected when
Doctor Einstein talked from Germany and his remarks were relayed to the Unit-
ed States by radio and then rebroadcast over the extensive network mentioned.
Admiral Richard Byrd, who was then at Little America in the Antaretic, re-
ceived the program and sent a special wireless message to Mr. Edison on the
oceasion. Messages were also received during the dinner hour from the Presi-
dent of Germany, the Premier of France, the Prince of Wales, and numerous
other high government officials in other countries throughout the world.

Many foreign countries joined in the various celebrations which were given
throughout the year, including Japan, Italy, Germany, France, Holland, (‘hina
and Latin American countries. Light’s Golden Jubilee was considered one of
the greatest tributes ever given to any living individual.

The matter of suggestions for the stamp design was largely in the hands of
J. F. Quinlan, Executive Seeretary for Light’s Golden Jubilee, and the first
thought was to have the stamp with a portrait of Thomas Alva Edison. There
had long been a poliey in the department which forbade the use of a picture of a
living person on stamps or paper money, and this could not be changed. The
first design suggested to the department was to consist of a picture of the house
Edison was born in, flanked on cither side by a replica of the original filiment
lamp and the modern mazda lamp. This would naturally have necessitated an
oblong stamp and was disapproved. The second design suggested was made for
the size of the ordinary stamp and consisted of a conventional drawing of
Edison’s original lamp, with rays issuing therefrom. (Illustrated.) This was
approved, and instructions were issued to the Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing to proceed with the final design and the work.

The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, May 20, 1929.

Postmasters and others connected with the Postal Service are notified that the
department is about to issue a new 2-cent postage stamp to commemorate the fiftieth
anniversary of the production of the first incandescent lamp invented by Thomas
Alva Edison,
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U.S.POSTAGE

ELECTRIC LIGHT'S
GOLDEN JUBILEE

Second sketeh submitted. Not approved,

The new stamp is the same size as the 2-cent ordinary stamp, 75/100 by 87/100
inch, and is printed in red ink. The central design is a picture of the original lamp
with rays issuing therefrom. Immediately above and partly encircling the lamp is
a ribbon with the words “Edison’s First Lamp'; above this and reaching the top of
the stamps is a semi-circular panel with the words “United States Postage’ in white
Roman letters, In both upper corners are ribbon scrolls with the year ‘1879" at the
left and ““1929" at the right. On either side of the lamp and through the rays of
light appears the following legend: ‘“‘Electric Light's Golden Jubilee.” The white
numeral “2" appears in both lower corners within dark circles, which are connected
by a dark panel forming the base of the stamp and containing the word “Cents” in
white Roman letters.

The new Edison commemorative stamp will first be placed on sale June 5, 1929,
al the post office at Menlo Park, N. J. The stamps will be available at other post
offices and at the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department, Washington, D. C., as
soon after that date as production will permit.

This stamp will also be issued in coils of 500, sidewise perforated. The coils
will not be available on the first day of sale, but will be issued to postmasters having
need for that variety as soon as they can be manufactured.

R. S. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

As first planned it was not intended to issue these stamps except from the
flat bed process for the sheet stamps, and the coil stamps from the usual rotary
press. However, the demand was so great that it was decided to print additional
quantities on fh(' rapid rotary presses and these were first placed on sale at the
Philatelic Agency on June 11th, as were the coils, The large demand came
mostly from large manufacturers of electrical supplies, who intended using these
stamps on their mail as advertising for some years to come. This was anticipated
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and largely responsible for the issuing of the coil stamps. This was the first
strietly commemorative issued in this form and the only one to date.

The flat plate stamps were printed in sheets of four hundred subjects, divid-
ed into panes of 100 by horizontal and vertical guide lines. The post office
sheets were prepared by cutting along these guide lines into panes of 100. There
were eight plate numbers to each full sheet, two on each pane, located next to the
fifth stamp from the outside corner.

The rotary press sheet stamps were also printed from four hundred subject
plates. These were divided into panes of 100 subjeets by horizontal and vertical
gutters 5/16 of an inch wide. The separation into panes for post office use cut
these gutters which then became the margins for the smaller sheets, which made
all of these stamps perforated on all four sides. On these plates there were only
four plate numbers, one to each pane. These were located in the upper and lower
outside corners of the sheet,

The coil stamps were perforated sidewise and issued in the standard size
rolls. They were printed from 170 subject plates, a pair to each press. This
resulted in a joint line every seventeenth stamp. The plate numbers were placed
above the first stamp in the top row and below the last stamp in the bottom row.
On the top the number was preceded by a small open star. When correctly
eut these numbers were removed in the coiling machines, but copies have been
found showing part of the plate number. These are, of course, cut close at one
edge or the other, but quite desirable. This stamp was issued in a larger quan-
tity than almost any other issue. There were many non-philatelie requests tor
imperfs, but these were refused.

The first stamp of this issue was mailed on a cover by the Postmaster Gen-
eral, Walter F. Brown, to J. F. Quinlan, Executive Seeretary for Light’s Golden
Jubilee, with the following letter :

“My dear Mr. Quinlan:

This letter is posted at Menlo Park on the first day of sale of the Edison Com-
memorative Stamp. The stamp on the envelope is the first one issued to the public.

In this connection I take pleasure in commenting on the patience and industry
which you have shown in the worthwhile task of commemorating Mr. Edison's
notable achievements,

(Signed)
WALTER F. BROWN,

Postmaster General.”

The second stamp of the issue was sent to Congressman Harold G. Hoffman,
Representative, South Amboy, New Jersey. To Thomas Alva Edison, the great
inventor, was forwarded from the District of Columbia by first dispateh in the
form of an airmail package, about 10 by 12 inches in size, a specially bound
blue morocco leather album, in which was placed the first impression made from
the master die. This package arrived in time at Menlo Park, New Jersey, to re-
ceive the first day’s cancellation, and was then sent to Fort Meyer, Florida,
where Mr. Edison was residing temporarily.

Two varieties of cancellations were used at Menlo Park. One showed ordi-
nary type electric machine eancellation: the other a large circular hand stamp
with four long horizontal bars extending from the right of it which cancelled the
stamp. The cancelling was executed in black ink.

Charles Edison, son of Thomas Alva Edison, visited Menlo Park Post Office
late in the afternoon of the first day’s sale and autographed first day covers for
all those who requested them.
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#654—% I(:}felll’o, Carmine Rose. ‘‘EDISON’S LAMP.” No Wmk.
erf, 11.

Issued June 5, 1929,

The final drawings were made by A. R. Meissner, and the engraving was
executed by J. (. Benzing and Edward M. Hall, all of the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing.

The design was not very attractive, but the lack of time between the deci-
sion to issue such a stamp and the date of its initial appearance made it neces-
sary to make but few changes to the design. The Bureau issued a much better
“lamp design’’ on the 1 Cent 1902 issue on which the draped figures at the side
each hold aloft an electrie licht bulb symbolic of Benjamin Franklin’s discovery
of electricity. No doubt an equally attractive stamp would have been designed
had there not been an objection to portraying the picture of a man then living.

This stamp is singularly free from philatelic varieties, as the shade was
fairly constant and no major plate defect has been discovered to date. There
was, however, one interesting printing variety. In printing from plate No.
19776 one sheet had the lower right corner turned over, causing parts of stamps
No. 90 and No. 99, as well as all of No. 100 to be printed on the back. When
properly folded there is a large blank space in the lower right corner of the lower
right pane.

There were about fifty million of these stamps printed but as these were
the first ones issued they are no more desirable in mint condition than the rotary
sheet stamps, of which about four times as many were printed.

Shades: Carmine rose, deep carmine rose,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Usual four hundred subject position blocks.
¢: Plate defect.

No. 7T1-UL-19778 has a dot of color in T of CENTS. No. 11-UR-19776
has a small cirele above S of LIGHTS.

Plates used: 19775—76, 77, 78

Quantity issued: 31,679,200

#655—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘‘EDISON’S LAMP.”” Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued June 11, 1929

The previous rotary press ‘‘commemorative,”” (which the Department called
a memorial) the Harding issue of 1923, was perforated 10 by 10 as were the ordi-
nary stamp issued at about that time. There were numerous complaints that
these perf 10 stamps were too hard to separate and in the latter part of 1926 the
perforations were changed to 11 horizontally and 104 vertically. This odd
vertical perforation was found to make the stamps easier of separation, but was
sufficiently ‘‘tough’’ to prevent the sheets from breaking apart in the perforating
machines.
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In the years that had passed since the Harding issue the Bureau had made
great progress in improving the quality of the work turned out by the rotary
press, and the majority of the HEdison stamps were prodnced by this method
showed no detraction in appearance.

These plates having been curved endwise on the press are higher than the
flat plate stamps altho the same width. These stamps measure 223 mm in height
while the others are only 22mm.

As in the case of the flat plate stamps no worthwhile varieties have been
discovered. This may be due to the general lack of interest on the part of most
collectors, as the design was not of sufficient beauty to be worthy of much study.
There was little variation in the printing.

Shades: Carmine rose, deep carmine rose,
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Plate defect.
#91-LL-19779 has a line connecting left 2 with frame line.
Plates used: 19779—80, 96, 97
19806—07, 08, 09

Quantity issued: 210,120,000

#656—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘‘EDISON’S LAMP.’’ Rotary Press
Sidewise Coil. No Wmk. Perf. 10 Vertically.

Issued June 11, 1929.

Like the rotary sheet stamps, this coil was first placed on sale at the Phila-
telic Agency. When first issued it was put up in rolls of 500 and 1,000 subjects,
with the gum facing the core. On September 2, 1929, this was issued in rolls of
3,000, which differed only in having the gum facing outward. These were issued
to fit certain stamp affixing machines which needed this type of put up.

The ten gauge perforation having been found entirely satisfactory for quite
some years on this type of issue was used for this stamp.

As most of the stamps issued in rolls were used by firms engaged in the elee-
trical industry only a comparatively small quantity reached philatelic hands,
and used copies of this stamp are actually searcer than mint copies of the other
two types of issue.

Shades: Carmine rose, deep carmine rose.
Varieties: a: Joint line pairs.
bh: Copies showing parts of plate numbers,
Plates used: 19781%, §2% 94% 95+
19802, 03, 04*
Quantity issued: 133,530,000

All went to press—known copies with plate No. marked *,
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CHAPTER XVI

SULLIVAN EXPEDITION ISSUE
1929

EW YORK State had been successful in persuading the Postmaster Gen-
N eral to issue a commemorative stamp for the 150th anniversary of the
Battle of White Plains in 1926 and a similar stamp in 1927 memorializ-
ing the sesquicentennial of the Burgoyne Campaign. Believing that like recog-
nition should be given by the Federal Government to the observance of the
century and a half which had elapsed since the suecessful exeeution of the Sulli-
van-Clinton Campaign in 1779, the Finger Lakes Association in 1928 took the
initiative in laying the request before the Post Office Department in Washington.
To strengthen the efforts of the Finger Lakes Association and New York’s
representatives in the Senate and House of the National Government, the State
Legislature passed the following coneurrent Resolution :

WHEREAS, There occurs this year the 150th anniversary of the Sullivan Expe-
dition, which was projected by Governor George Clinton and Commander-in-Chief
(ieorge Washington and authorized by Congress;

WHEREAS, This successful military enterprise was participated in by officers
and troops of New York, Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, New Jersey and Massachu-
setts;

WHEREAS, The Sullivan Expedition weakened the Indian alliance with the
English, cut off supplies of food, gave protection to frontier settlements, opened the
western part of the State for settlement, and helped to win for the American Republic
the rich interior of the continent; and

WHEREAS, The Legislature and Governor have made an appropriation for suit-
able exercises and historic monuments to observe the Sullivan Sesquicentennial;

RESOLVED (if the Assembly concur), That the Honorable Harry S. New, Post-
master General of the United States, be, and he is hereby, requested to cause to be
issued one hundred million postage stamps, of the denomination of two cents each,
Commemorative of the Sullivan Campaign of 1779 in New York and Pennsylvania.

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Postmaster
reneral of the United States and to the Senators and Members fo Congress from the

State of New York, properly authenticated by the Clerks, respectively, of the Senate
and Assembly.

RESOLVED, That the States of Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, New Jersey and
Massachusetts, whose officers and troops participated in the Sullivan Expedition, be
invited by New York to endorse this request.

During January 1929 Representative Sanders, who was the Acting Chair-
man of the Committee of Post Offices and Post Roads, introduced a bill in the
House directing Postmaster General Harry S. New to issue a special series of
postage stamps to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Sullivan raid.
The introduetion of this bill did not rest particularly well with the Postmaster
General for the reason that a simple request to him would have accomplished
the same result. As a matter of fact it rather antagonized him against the
issuance of a stamp or stamps for this celebration, and shortly before he resigned
as Postmaster General Mr. New refused the request of Dr. Alexander (', Flick,
State Historian, for this special issue.

iuy Comfort, Editor of the Perry Herald, then took up the question with
Charles A. Hamilton, of Washington, D. (., who had a summer place in (Genesee
County. Mr. Hamilton, in a letter to us, said :

“Mr. Guy Comfort, of the Perry Herald, wrote to ask my aid in overcoming the
objections of Postmaster General New. About the same time, at the instance of Mr.
Comfort, the State Historian sent a similar request to me., I advised awaiting the
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installation of a new Postmaster General. When Mr. Brown succeeded to the port-
folio I interested Representative Mead, who was born in the Genesee Valley, and
together we secured the endorsement of other members representing districts within
the territory traversed by the Sullivan Expedition and we called upon Mr. Brown by
appointment, following closely upon a visit to that same gentleman by Representa-
tive Snell, who had promised to join our party.

As soon as we were admitted to his office Postmaster General Brown, brushing
an alleged tear from his eye, said: ‘I have just this moment finished a chat with
Bert Snell and he has convinced me that the State of New York will go to the ‘dem-
nirion bow wows’ if you don't get this stamp. Can you get a photograph of General
Sullivan?" I replied that there were a number of portraits to be seen in the Con-
gressional Library. ‘Go and get 'em,’ said Mr. Brown.

I asked Mr. Sanders, Chairman of the Post Office Committee, to accompany me.
He promised, and next morning I went to his office, corralled him, and together we
went to the Library. One of the assistants of the Librarian searched the shelves and
brought out a number of ‘counterfeit presentments’ of the gallant Sullivan. I per-
sonally secured the services of a photographer and had him make copies of about six
or eight of the best of the lot.

Next morning I took them to the Post Office Department, and handed them to
Mr. Riper, then one of the Assistant Postmasters General. He asked me to wait
about twenty minutes, and at my suggestion authorized me to call on the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing for a designer. Wilhin the twenty minutes that gentleman
was on hand. Mr. Brown thought that we should have an equestrian portrait of
General Sullivan, but upon calling in the designer from the Bureau of Engraving it
was decided that the stamp. being of the regulation size, would be too small to
accommodate the steed, and the portrait was thereupon selected without further con-
sultation with anyone. Mr. Regar, the Third Assistant Postmaster General, suggest-
ed that he would depend upon me alone, as if a half dozen members of Congress
should undertake to ‘aid’ there would be delay in getting the stamp out, and that
such delay would be annoying, to say the least, to those most interested. The three
of us then went over the collection and made the selection, the photo chosen being
considered by the expert from the Bureau as the best for the purpose. (Illustrated.)
The following morning the design was brought to Mr. Riper's office and approved.
Three or four days later the engraving was finished, and the work of printing was
rushed so that the commemorative stamp was ready for issue on the exact day sug-
gested by Mr. Comifort. Incidentally Mr. Riper asked me to name not more than
two post offices from which first day cancellations should be sent out. I named
Perry and Geneseo. (Geneseo being the county seat of my own county.)

As soon as the official bulletin which named those two towns as ‘first day cover’
offices was issued, about a dozen Congressmen yowled for their own particular
‘metropoli’ with the result that some twenty places were supplied with the stamps
at the same time. Butl Perry and Geneseo were ‘officially named' first, and naturally
received the greatest publicity. Perry reaped the greatest benefit, as I am advised
that one man from Iowa arrived by airplane, two or three Movie concerns caught
the crowds for their ‘newsreels’ and the crowds around the Perry Post Office were
so great that the Postmaster was compelled to call on the Department to authorize
the use of the cancellation date for twenty-four hours longer than the official ‘first
day’ lasted.

Yours cordially,

CHAS. A, HAMILTON.

It will be noted in Mr. Hamilton’s letter that he named Perry and Genesco
as the two post offices from which first day eancellations should be sent out, but
that this number was later inereased materially. Perry being located on a minor
railroad, it was about noon on the day of issue when the first consignment of
stamps reached the post office there, and as a consequence the Department issued
an order permitting the cancellation of stamps on the second day with the first
day’s date stamp in the postmark. This enabled the Postmaster to fill orders for
““first day eancellations’ which, without that permission, he would not have
been legally authorized to do. The earliest postmarked stamps from Perry were
10:30 A. M., with the exception of a few. Ilenry N. Page, Vice-President of the
First National Bank of Perry, wrote us as tollows :

Dear Mr. King:

The Sullivan stamps were originally to have been issued from only two offices,

Perry and Geneseo. As you probably know this plan was changed shortly before the

stamps were issued, and they were given to practically every office on the line of
Sullivan’s march. For some reason these original offices were slighted and did not
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receive any stamps until noon or later on the day of issue. Very early on the day of
issue 1 drove with a friend who was deeply interested, to an office that had stamps
and we brought a supply back here., Consequently we secured a T:320 A, M. post-
mark, whereas I believe all other stamps from here were postmarked 10:30 or later.
Incidentally I stopped at Geneseo and mailed myself an envelope from there, and
the assistant postmaster there autographed the cover with the statement that it was
the first cover mailed from Geneseo. 1 don't know whether that lends any particular
virtue to it or not. He seemed to believe it did.

inclosed are three Perry and three Geneseo covers., The Geneseo postmark is
not early,

Sincerely yours,
HENRY N. PAGE.

Dr. Alexander . Flick, State Historian, in Febrnary 1929, issued the fol-
lowing statement :

The Sullivan-Clinton Campaign was one of the largest and most important ag-
gressive movements in the War of Independence and it was extraordinarily success-
ful. Too commonly it has been viewed as merely a picturesque punitive expedition
against the Iroquois Indians, who were allies of England. The real historical sig-
nificance lies in the fact that Washington, Governor Clinton, and leaders in Congress
regarded it as a movement to stake out a claim to a rich inland empire on this conti-
nent when the time eame to make terms of peace. They saw that if the new republic
obtained political independence with only a fringe of territory along the Atlantic
while the interior of North America was left in the hands of the mother country, the
work would scarcely be worth its cost.

It is because of this interpretation that it is felt that the sesquicentennial of the
campaign is deemed worthy of observance this year. Tt is felt that a commemora-
tive postage stamp will call the attention of the people of the nation to the import-
ance of the Sullivan-Clinton Campaign in American History.
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The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, May 29, 1929.

Postimasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart-
ment is preparing to issue a special 2-cent postage stamp to commemorate the one
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Sullivan expedition in New York State during
the Revolutionary War. The new stamp is the same size as the regular issue,
75/100 by 87/100 inch, and is printed in red ink.

The central design is a three-fourths length portrait of Major General Sullivan
in continental uniform over which in a semicircular panel appear the words “United
States Postage” in white Roman letters, on a dark background with white edges.
This panel is supported on either side by brackets of scroll work forming the upper
part of a narrow panel and ending at the base in dark circles with white borders.
Within the circles in each lower corner appears the numeral 2 in white Roman let-
ters. Across the top of the stamp is a ribbon bearing the title “Sullivan Expedition”
in dark architectural Roman letters. Below, in similar lettering on either side on
extensions of the ribbon panel are the dates 1779 at the left and 1929 at the right.
A dark panel with white edges bearing the word “Cents’ in white Roman letters
connects the cireles inclosing the demomination numerals. Above this base in a
ribbon panel appears the words “Maj. Gen. Sullivan” in dark Gothic letters. The
entire stamp is inclosed in a narrow white border.

The new Sullivan expedition commemorative stamp will first be placed on sale
June 17, 1929, at the post offices of Auburn, N. Y., Binghampton, N. Y., Canandaigua,
N. Y., Canajoharie, N, Y,, Elmira, N. Y., Geneseo, N. Y., Geneva, N. Y., Horseheads,
N. Y., Owego, N. Y., Penn Yan, N. Y., Perry, N. Y., Seneca Falls, N, Y., Waterloo, N.
Y., Waverly, N. Y. The stamp will be placed on sale at other post offices and the
Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department, Washington, D. C., as soon thereafter as
production permits.

R. S. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

They were printed from flat plates in sheets of 400 subjeets, and were cut
along horizontal and vertical guide lines into panes of 100 and so distributed to
the various post offices. There were eight plate numbers to each of the large
sheets, two on each pane, over and beside the fifth stamp from the eorner.

+#657—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘‘MAJ. GEN. SULLIVAN.”” No Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued June 17, 1929,

This stamp was designed by C. Aubrey Huston, one of the artists of the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, and the engraving work was executed by
John Eissler, Edward M. Hall and E. Helmuth, also of the Bureau.

No worthwhile varieties have been discovered, although we have seen copies
where uneven wiping has caused two distinet shades on the same pane. Nine
plates were made, of which only four were put to press.

Shades: Carmine rose, deep carmine rose.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Usual twelve position guide line blocks.

Plates used: 19783—84, 85, 86

Plates made but not used: 19787—88, RO
19800—01

Quantity issued: 51,452,406
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thereby op ning much of the |
old Northwest 1o the whites |

CHAPTER XVII

BATTLE OF FALLEN TIMBERS
1929

ALLEN Timbers State Park, on the Maumee River, near Maumee, Ohio, is

F the old battleground where General Anthony Wayne defeated Chief Little

Turtle’s Indian warriors Aueust 20, 1794, This vietory led to the Treaty

of Greenville August 3, 1795, which opened mueh of the present State of Ohio to
white settlers.

At a meeting of the Toledo Philatelic Society held early in December 1928,
Rev. Perry Bauman announced that President-elect IToover had consented to
attend a meeting of the Hayes Memorial Society at Freemont during June 1929,
and would deliver an address at the site of the Battle of Fallen Timbers, where
a monument fo the memory of Anthony Wayne was to be unveiled. The possi-
bility of seenring a commemorative stamp was discussed and Edward 1. Turner,
Dr. Bauman and M, C. Van Buren, all members of the Toleda Philatelic Society,
were appointed as a committee to discover ways and means of having such a
special stamp issued.  On taking the matter up with Postmaster General Iarry
S. New they were informed that the schedule of commemorative stamps for 1929
had been decided on, and that the list could not be added to.

After President Hoover took office on March 4, 1929, the appointment of
Walter F. Brown of Toledo as Postmaster General, was announced. Mr. Turner,
being personally acquainted with Mr. Brown, succeeded in interesting him in
the issnance of such a stamp. This, plus many letters and strenuous efforts on
the part of Dr. Bauman, working through Ohio members of the Senate and
House, was productive of the desired result, and the Post Office Department
finally instructed the Burean of Engraving and Printing to proceed with de-
signs for the Fallen Timbers Battle stamp.

The subject selected for the vignette was the memorial group designed for
the General Anthony Wayne monument. A photograph taken before the monu-
ment was erected at Fallen Timbers Park was furnished to the Burean artists
by W. .J. Sherman of the Ohio State Archacological and Ilistorical Society, and
Chairman of the Fallen Timbers Committee. We are indebted to Mr, Sherman
for the photograph illustrated. Bruce Wilder Laville of Boston was the sceulptor.
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Gen, Anthony Wayne Monument,

The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, August 26, 1929,

Postmasters and postal employees are notified that the department is preparing
to issue a special 2-cent postage stamp as a memorial to General Anthony Wayne,
and to commemorate the one hundred and thirty-fifth anniversary of the Battle of
Fallen Timbers. The new stamp is of the same size as the regular issue, 75/100 by
87/100 inch, and is printed in red ink,

The central design of the stamp represents the memorial group containing the
statue of General Wayne in the center with the figure of an Indian on the left and
a frontiersman on the right, printed in white on a dark background. A tablet below
containg the legend “General Anthony Wayne Memorial.” On the exireme upper
edge of the stamp in a dark panel with white Roman lettering appear the words
“United States Postage.” Below in a semicircular panel with white edges and white
Roman lettering on a dark background are the words “Battle of Fallen Timbers."
The ends of this panel are supported by uprights in the form of acanthus scrolls
which end at the two lower corners in ovals having white edges and dark background.
Within these ovals is the numeral 2. The ovals are connected by a base panel in
dark color with the word “Cents” in white Roman letters, Between the upper
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Panel from base of monument.

horizontal and semicireular panels are white ribbons with the dates “1794" at the
left and “1929' at the right in dark lettering.

The new General Anthony Wayne Battle of Fallen Timbers stamp will first be
placed on sale September 14, 1929, at the post office of Maumee, Perrysburg, Toledo
and Waterville, Ohio, and IErie, Pa. Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations
of the new stamp may send a limited number, not to exceed 25, of addressed covers
to the postmasters at the above post offices with a remittance to cover the value of
the stamps required for afixing to the covers. Covers will be accepted from bona
fide subsecribers only.

The stamp will be placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Depart-
ment, Washington, D. C., on September 16, 1929, The Philatelic Agency, however,
will not accept first-day covers.

F. A. TILTON,

Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The first plates went to press August 6, 1929, the stamps being put on sale
September 14th, according to the promise of the official notice, at the villages of
Waterville, Perrysburg, and Maumee, Ohio, and the cities of Toledo, Ohio, and
Erie, Pa. The last named city was the birthplace of General Wayne, and Toledo
the residence of Postmaster General Brown. The three villages were seleeted
due to their historieal association and proximity to Fallen Timbers Park.

An effort was made to have this stamp issued in time for first day covers to
be used in connection with the A, P. 8. convention and exhibition held during
August at Minneapolis, but as the dedication of the Wayne Monument would not
oceur until September the Postmaster General ruled against it. The quantity
issued was comparatively small, due to the eelebration being a purely local affair.
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#680—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘‘GENERAL ANTHONY WAYNE
MEMORIAL.” No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued September 14, 1929,

They were printed from flat bed presses in sheets of 400 subjects with verti-
cal and horizontal guide lines along which the sheets were eut into post office
panes of 100. There were eight plate numbers, two on each pane, these occurred
over or under the fifth stamp from the outside corners on the top and bottom
and the fifth stamp down or up on the sides.

The frame, of very simple design, was the work of (!, A. Huston, and the
engraving executed by Louis 8. Schofield, Edward M. Iall and E. Helmuth, all
of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

A special eancellation was used at Waterville, Ohio. It consisted of a cireu-
lar design with serrated edge containing the legend ‘* Anthony Wayne Com-
memorative Stamp, Waterville, O., 9-14-29.”"  The small issue was quickly taken
up, and as early as October 8th the Third Assistant Postmaster General stated
that the supply was entirely exhausted.

Shades: Rose carmine, dull carmine.
Varieties: Usual twelve position blocks.
Plates used: 19824—25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31—all plates going to press.

Quantity issued: 29,338,274,

NOTES
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CHAPTER XVIII

THE OHIO RIVER CANALIZATION ISSUE

1929

HE Waterways Journal of St. Louis was one of many papers to give pub-
I licity to a general feeling that a special series of two or three stamps be
issued to commemorate the completion of the canalization system of the

Ohio River, In their issue of January 5, 1929, they said:

It is fitting that the Government issue at least three stamps to commemorate
this important event, the completion of a stupendous undertaking well done by the
Engineer Corps of the United States Army. What more fitting tribute can be paid
at the culmination of the great feat than to issue a green one-cent stamp bearing the
picture of a Pittsburgh Coal tow-boal, a red two-cent stamp showing a side-wheel
passenger packet, and a blue five-cent stamp depicting a tow-boat being put through
an Ohio river lock? Naturally, the Ohio River Valley Improvement Association,
through its officers, should broach the matter; and there is no doubt the association
can bring pressure on the Post Office Department through the representatives and
senators from the Valley States to successfully put the idea into reality, Surely the
completion of such an important feat as the Canalization of the Ohio River is more
important than an exposition or the meeting of an Aeronautics Association. Let all
river interests bestir themselves to secure the printings of these stamps to perpetu-
ate the slogan: ‘Nine feet, Pittsburgh to Cairo.’

The nsual agitation ensued and ““publie spivited’ ecitizens bestirred them-
selves and began to pester the Post Office Department. It was thought that
Postmaster General Walter I, Brown, hailing from Toledo, Ohio, could be easily
prevailed upon to issue two or perhaps three stamps.

The Department failed to look with favor on the suggestion of three stamps,
and as a matter of fact it was not partienlarly interested in even one speeial
emission to celebrate the completion of a eontract for digging eanals or install-
ing locks. If it had not been for the faet that the Postmaster General came
from Ohio, we were told, the stamp would never have been issued,

As it was, seven months rolled around before word was received from the
Post Office Department that instructions had been issued to the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing to proceed with a design for a commemorative two cent
Ohio Canalization stamp, although word had been received in Pittsbureh during
May that the stamp would be fortheoming.

This stamp was scheduled for October 12th, but did not really make its ap-
pearance until the 19th of that month. This later date was really ecaused, aec-
cording to Mekeel’s of 10 1429, because of the visit of the Hon. .J. Ramsay
MaeDonald, English Prime Minister, who would be in conference with the Presi-
dent during the early days of October, and as the President contemplated at-
tending the opening celebration the committee postponed all activities for a
week.

The official notice reads:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, September 27, 1929.
Postmasters and postal employees are notified that the department is preparing

to issue a special 2-cent postage stamp to commemorate the completion of the Ohio
River Canalization,
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Lock No. 5. Monongahela River.

The new stamp is the same size as the regular issue, 76/100 by 87/100 inch,
but with horizontal design, and is printed in red ink. The central design represents
an Ohio River lock with surrounding scenery, At the top of the stamp within a dark
panel in white Roman letters appear the words “United States Postage.” Below on a
ribbon seroll are the words “Ohio River Canalization.” In both upper corners in ex-
tensions of the ribbon scroll are the dates ““1875" at the left and *1929" at the
right. At the bottom of the stamp in a darker panel with white edges is the word
“Cents” in white Roman letters, and in both lower corners within circles with dark
backgrounds appears the white numeral 2. The entire stamp is inclosed in a nar-
row white border,

The new Ohio River Canalization stamp will first be placed on sale October 19,
1929, at the post offices at Cairo, Ill., Evansville, Ind., Louisville, Ky., Cincinnati,
Ohio, Homestead, Pa,, Pittsburgh, Pa., and Wheeling, W. Va. Stamp collectors de-
siring first-day cancellations of the new stamp may send a limited number, not to
exceed 25, of addressed covers to the postmasters at the above post offices with a re-
mittance to cover the value of the stamps required for aflixing to the covers, Covers
will be accepted from bona fide subscribers only,

The stamp will be placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Depart-
ment, Washington, D, C., on October 21, 1929, The Philatelic Agency, however, will
not accept first-day covers.

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

These stamps were printed on flat bed presses of 400 subjecet plates, cut
horizontally and vertically along arrow lines into 100 subject post office panes,
Each plate carried the usual eight numbers, two to a pane, over, under or along-
side the fifth stamp from the corner.

#681—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘‘LOCK AND DAM.” No Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued October 19, 1929,

The subjeet selected for the vignette was rather pleasing and at least de-
seriptive of the event. The War Department had taken a series of progress.



Onio River CANALIZATION [SSUE 91

photographs as the work on the locks progressed, and one, made by Lt. Col.
Jarvis .J. Bain, of Lock No. 5, Monongahela River, was selected. (Illustrated.)

The engraving, a very aceurate reproduction of the photograph, was exe-
cuted by . Pauling and Edward M. Hall. Stamp frame was designed by C. A,
Huston.

It is interesting to note that the Burean made a special plate, No. 20005,
for printing stamps for sale to collectors through the Philatelic Ageney. Fortu-
nately this did not ereate a precedent.

As H. M. Southgate said, in connection with this extra plate: *‘There should
be plenty of stamps to go round, if the report I have heard is correct. Tt is
unusual for a seecond printing to be made so long after the original order is
filled. It also sets a bad precedent. Someone might order a lot of Norse 5’s for
example, and mess things up generally, if accepted.”’

In the belief that plate No. 20005 was made in a hurry we checked all four
panes of this plate for plate varieties, but none were discovered except a small
D. T. on stamp 90-LIR. No other worthwhile varieties have so far been reported
on this issue.

Shades: Lake, Carmine, Bright Carmine,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Usual twelve position blocks.
¢: Double transfer, stamp 90-LR-z 20005,

Plates made and used: 19838—30, 40, 41

20005

Quantity issued: 32,680,900
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CHAPTER XIX

MASSACHUSETTS BAY COLONY ISSUE
1930

HE Massachusetts Bay Colony was founded in 1630, and 1930 being the

I 300th anniversary it was decided to hold a tercentenary celebration

during the summer of that year. To this the Governor appointed a com-

mission, of which ITerbert Parker was Chairman and Frank Roe Batchelder,
Viee-Chairman.

After serious consideration it was determined to include in the celebration
all of the surrounding cities and towns that were identified with the early his-
tory of Massachusetts, and that the celebration should consist of a series of
publie gatherings and pageants to be held during the summer of 1930, These
plans were carried through to a suceessful conclusion, and the sponsors were
also able to persuade the Government to issue both a commemorative postage
stamp and a specially designed half dollar in honor of the anniversary of the
historical events of the founding of the Colony and the settlement of Boston.

According to the records available the issnance of a stamp was suggested
to the Commission by A. . Rogers, Executive Seeretary. We understand that
at that time the Post Office Department had a general rule of not sponsoring
more than four commemorative stamps per vear, and four had been issued for
1929, As Mr. Batehelder intimates in a letter to us, eonsiderable difficulty was
therefore experienced with the Department during 1929, and it was only by
persistent and united effort and finally a personal appeal to the President that
the stamp was secured for 1930, Evidence that pressure was being brought to
bear is substantiated by a letter from the Postmaster General to Congressman
MeCormack :

“The department has full authority under the existing statute to provide a com-
memorative postage stamp for the 300th anniversary of the founding of the Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony.

The program for commemorative stamps for 1930 has not yet been prepared
and it is not known at this time when final decision can be made on the stamps for
next year,

You may be assured, however, in view of the recognized historical importance
of the Massachusetts anniversary, that the department will give the matter of hav-
ing a stamp for the event most careful consideration, and you will be further ad-
vised."" (1)

This is also borne out by Mr. Batehelder’s letter, which reads:

My dear Mr. King:

Our Tercentenary stamp was, I think, first suggested by our Executive Secre-
tary, Mr. A. R. Rogers. The Governor was asked to address the Postmaster Gen-
eral, which he did, and received a reply that indicated disinclination to issue the
stamp., Eventually our Commission took the matter up and assigned me to conduct
the negotiations. I took a second letier from the Governor to the Department but
it was only after several months delay and a demand by the united Massachusetts
delegation in Congress that the Postmaster General gave serious attention to the
matter. There were further delays, inability to see the Postmaster General, ete., and
finally Representative Stobbs and myself went to the President, who ‘requested’ the
Postmaster General to issue the stamp; and it was accordingly issued, But instead
of being issued Jan. 1, 1930, as we desired, it was issued April 8, 1930. Fifty mil-
lion were first printed, and subsequently, at my request, a second lot of 25,000,000,
Third Assistant Tilton was throughout interested and helpful to the extent of his
powers. We also owed to the sympathetic interest of Hon. A. W. Hall, Director of
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, an especially quick issue of the stamp, once
it was ordered.

Yours truly,
F. R. BATCHELDER,
Vice-Chairman,

(1) Mekeel's Weekly, Sept. 2 1929,
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During December 1929 Hon. F. A. Tilton, Third Assistant Postmaster Gen-
eral, requested the Massachusetts Tercentenary Commission to submit sngges-
tions for this stamp, stressing the point that in preparing sketches they should
be guided by a spirit of economy, and designs should be adaptable for use on a
stamp the same size as the ordinary two cent. This suggestion was followed and
the first scheme submitted by the Tercentenary Commission to the Post Office
Department contemplated the use of a portrait of the first Governor of the
Colony, John Winthrop. A drawing was made by (. A. Dwiggins, a well known
artist of Boston, but after consideration was rejected by the Department as be-
ing too involved, the small seale of the stamp being ill-fitted to a design of this
sort. (Hlustrated.) (%)

In Mareh 1930 three other suggestions were made by the Commission, one
being to use a representation of the Charter granted the Massachusetts Bay
Colony by King Charles 1, another the Seal of the Colony, and a third the Ship
Arabella, which brought John Winthrop and a group of colonists to Salem,
Mass., June 12, 1630. Mr. Batchelder wrote us as follows regarding these sug-
eestions :

“My dear Sir:

In reply to your letter of March 21st, I would say that the design we first sub-
mitted to the Postmaster General had as its central figure an engraving of John
Winthrop.

The charter, we agreed, was insignificant and weak in so small a space as the
stamp afforded; The Arabella, favored by some of our people, was too easily mis-
taken for the MayvfAower or other historie vessels, It was agreed that the Seal hav-
ing the Indian with his bow and arrow and about it the inscription ‘The Governor
and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in New England’' was much more striking

(2) From AJMr. King's collection
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Seals of the Colony.

and distinctive, The Postmaster General readily agreed to this and a design was
then prepared by the Chief Designer of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing which

wis not quite satisfactory either to the Postmaster General or to myself. (Illus-
trated.)

Thereupon the Chief Designer. Mr. Huston, made a new design which was ac-
ceptable to the Postmaster General and also to me and this, having been agreed upon,
the order was given to proceed.

Yours truly,
F. R. BATCHELDER,

Vice-Chairman."”

The four photographs of the C‘olony Seal from which the final drawings
were made were furnished by the Massachusetts Historical Society of Boston.
Julius H. Tuttle, the Librarian, wrote us that “‘ photographs of two of the earlier
seals of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay are enclosed; one of 1676; the other
of 1680, the latter of which is imperfect in the original.”” (Illustrated.)
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Photo from original drawing. Not approved.

The official notice of the Post Office Department reads:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, Mar, 15, 1930,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart-
ment is preparing to issue a new 2-cent postage stamp to commemorate the three
hundredth anniversary of the founding of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.

The stamp is an upright rectangle the same size as the current 2Z-cent stamp
and is printed in red ink. In a straight line across the top of the stamp are the
words “United States Postage' in white Roman letters, and directly beneath is a
semicircular panel containing the words “Massachusetls Bay Colony,” This panel is
supported on either side by small acanthus leaf brackets. In both lower corners
within ovals with dark backgrounds appears the white numeral “2" and these ovals
are connected by a panel bearing the word “Cents” in white Roman letters. The
central design is the colonial seal with the figure of an Indian holding a bow in his
left hand and an arrow in his right. On either side of the figure is a small pine
tree. The years “1630" and 19307 in dark numerals are shown outside the lower
part of the seal following the curve of the oval.

The new Massachusetts Bay Colony stamp will first be placed on sale Apr. 8,
1930, at Boston and Salem, Mass., and at other post offices as soen thereafter as pro-
duction will permit.

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the new stamp may send a
limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed 25, to the above post offices with
a cash or postal money-order remittance representing the value of the stamps re-
quired for aflixing.

The new stamp will be placed on sale at the philatelic ageney of the depart-
ment on April 11, 1930, for the benefit of stamp collectors, but the ageney will not
be authorized to accept first-day covers,

F. A. TILTON,

Third Assistant Postmaster General.
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#682—2 Cent, Rose Carmine, ‘‘SEAL OF THE COLONY.” Flat
Plate. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued April 8, 1930.

The final design was prepared by C. A. Huston and A. R. Meissner. and the
engraving was executed by Edward M. Hall, Louis B. Schofield. William B.
Wells and Donald R. MeLeod, all of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,

The stamp as a whole was rather disappointing dne to the immense amount
of detail incorporated in the design. Considerable amusement was ovoked by
the legend on the ribbon issuing from the Indian’s motth, which read “*Come
over and he'p us.”” Frederick W. ook, Seeretary of the Commonwealth, had
this fo say in explanation :

“You will note by the Latin inseription that it is the seal of the Governor and
company of the Massachusetts Bay in New England' The charter granted by
Charles I to this Governor and Company provided that they might have ‘one common
Seale,’ but did not specify the design. This seul disappeared some two hundred vears
ago. The earliest impression from it now appears to be that on a document of 1676.
No description of the design or its significance seems to have been preserved.

As for the choice of the figure of the Indian, with the words ‘Come over and
help us,” proceeding from his mouth. one may surmise, It may be noted that the
charter provides, among other things, ‘maie wynn and incite the Natives of Country,
Lo the knowledg and Obedience of the onlie true God and sauior of Mankinde, and
the Christian Fayth.” It will be remembered, in this connection, that John Eliot
translated the Bible into the dialect of these Massachusetts Indians, and that the
book was printed at Cambridge, Massachusetlts. He prepared also a grammar, cate-
chisms, and a primer, which were printed by the Society for Propagating the Gospel.
In 1661 was erected the ‘Indian College’ at Cambridge, and by 1664 two churches
were built and eleven towns of ‘praying Indians’ were established.

The outbreak led by ‘King Philip,” a Rhode Island Indian, in 1675 and 76,
swept through Massachusetts and, when it had been suppressed, the more important
tribes had been destroved or dispersed outside the state, The Massachusetts Indian
and his appeal for help had gone into history."”

These stamps were printed from flat plates in sheet of 400 subjeets, and
were eut along horizontal and vertical euide lines into panes of 100, and so dis-
tributed.  These plates had only four plate numbers, one to cach pane, in the
top or bottom margin, The numbers were located over or under the fifth vertieal
row from the outside.  This was the first time that side plate numbers were omit-
ted on flat plate stamps of this size (not bicolor) as the Burean felt that they
were not needed, and decided to reduce the costs by eliminating unnecessary
work. They were first put on sale at Boston and Salem April 8, 1930, and at
the Philatelic Aeeney at Washington on the following day. There were iliree
printings of abont 25,000,000 each.

Shades: Rose carmine, light rose carmine.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Usual twelve position blocks,
c: Stamp #2 U. L, Plate # 20053 has a slight spot of ¢olor on the white

background on the right side of “1630."
Plates made and used: 20053—54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60

Number issuned: 74,000,774
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First sketeh submitted.  Dreawn by . F. Chureh,

CHAPTER XX
CAROLINA-CHARLESTON ISSUE
1930

T the instance of the Charleston Stamp Clud the City Couneil of Charles-
ton, 8. €., passed a resolution requesting Congress to have the Post Of-
fice Department issue a speeial stamp to commemorate the 250th anni-

versary of the founding of the City of Charleston. (') This resolution read :

“WHEREAS, Charleston, 8. €., ‘Amerca's most historie city,” will celebrate
with elaborate ceremonies in 1930 the 250th anniversary of its founding on its pres-
ent cite and

WHEREAS, This is the oldest city of importance south of the Mason and Dixon
line and the pioneer in all national movements of the colonies in America:

RESOLVED, That the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America be requested to commemorate this event by authorizing a special issue
of postage stamps of one cent or two cents,

RESOLVED, That our representatives in Congress and the Senate, and our State
Legislators be requested to endorse our desire to make this event memorized, and
to prepare and present a suitable bill for this purpose.”

The stamp bears a central group symbolic of the official establishment of the
City of Charleston, S. C., in 1680 on its present site, the landing place being
known as Oyster Point, on Old Town Creck, where in April 1670 was founded
the Provinee of Carolina under the Lords Proprietors,

(1) Mekeel's 7-29-29,
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Second sketeh submitted by H. F.o Charveh.,

The central figures are those of Joseph West, a militant governor of the
period; and Shadoo, the Kiawah Cassigue, a friendly Indian shown avmed for
the common defense of the Provinee,

The ealm harbor in the background carries two ships of the period, symbolie
of the movement of the colonists from the original site on Albemarle Point and
the arrival of the first ITnguenot settlers in the frigate RICIIMOND, both events
occurring in the year 1680.

The overhanging fronds of the palmetto give the State emblem of South
Carolina, and eonventional desiens of the rice and indigo plant to the left and
vieht of the picture, respeetively, show the two stap.e commodities which pre-
dominated in Charleston’s colonial exports.

1. I, Chureh, Direetor of Port and Municipal Publieity of the City of
Charleston, was the desiener of the stamp, preparing the drawing at the diree-
tion of Mayor Thomas . Stoney. 1le wrote us as follows:

My dear Mr. King:

I was the designer of the original drawing from which the stamp was engraved.
I wish to say that I gladly give permission to use such material as 1 can round up
for yvou in connection therewith.

There were two original drawings muade for the stamp, but the first drawing
showing a somewhat larger group than appeared on the finished stamp was returned
for modification.(2) The next drawing made was evidently lost in Washington he-
cause I have been unable to recover it to date. (Ilustrated.)

The design is original and is explained in the attached description sheet.

Yours very truly,
H. F. CHURCH.

(2) Orviginal deawing in Mr. King's Collection.



Caroniva Crarnestox Issun 101

The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, March 15, 1930,

Postmasters and postal employees are notified that the department is preparing
to issue a special 2-cent postage stamp to commemorate the two hundred and six-
tieth anniversary of the founding of the Province of Carolina, as well as the two
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of the original settlement near
the site of the present city of Charleston, 8, C.

This stamp is the same size as the eurrent 2-cent ordinary postage stamp and is
printed in red ink. In the upper half of the stamp is a semicircular ribbon bearing
the words “United States Postage” in dark Roman letters, while in a similar ribbon
in the lower half are the words “Charleston, S. C." The ends of the lower ribbon
are split to form scrolls which hold two sprays, the scroll on the left bearing the
word “Rice"” and that on the right the word “Indigo’ the principal products of the
early colony, In the upper corners are the years “1680" at the left and “1930" at
the right, in white numerals, and in both lower corners in small ovals appears the
white numeral 2. Connecting these ovals is a panel containing the word *“Cents"”
in white Roman letters. The central design depicts the figures of a colonial governor
and a friendly Indian standing on the beach, with two ships anchored in the bay.
Under the figures in a straight line are the word “Two Hundred and Fifieth Anni-
versary."

The new Charleston stamp will first be placed on sale April 10, 1930, at Charles-
ton, S. €., and at other post offices as soon thereafter as production will permit.

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the new stamp may send a
limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed 25, to the above post office, with
a cash or postal money order remittance representing the value of the stamps re-
quired for aflixing. Covers will be accepted from bona fide subscribers only,

The new stamp will be placed on sale at the Philatelic Agenecy of the depart-
ment on April 11, 1930, for the benefit of stamp collectors, but the agency will not
be authorized to accept first-day covers.

¥, A. TILTON,

Third Assistant Postmaster General.

It was printed from flat plates of 400 subjects, ent into panes of 100 along
vertical and horizontal guide lines. There were four plate numbers, at top and
bottom, over and under the fifth stamp from the corners.

#683—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘‘COLONIAL GOVERNOR AND
INDIAN.”” No Wmk. Perf, 11.

Issued April 10, 1930,

General deseription of this stamp is given in the official notice.

The frame was designed by (. A, Huston, and A. R. Meissner, and the en-
graving was executed by Frank Lamasure and J. (. Benzing, of the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing.

The one printing of the stamps was small, and by May 21st, only six weeks
after its issne, the Third Assistant Postmaster General notified all Postmasters
that the Department’s stock was exhausted and that no more requisitions conld
be filled. A small supply was reserved, however, for the Philatelic Agency.,

Shade: Carmine rose.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Usual twelve skeleton plate position blocks.
¢: No plate varieties of any importance have been seen or reported.
Plates used: 20061—62, 63, 64
Plates made but not used: 20065—66, 67, 68
Quantity issued: 25,215,574
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The Braddock’s Field Monument.

CHAPTER XXI
BRADDOCK'S FIELD ISSUE
1930

FTER a series of stamps commemorating events of our War with Eng-
land from 1776 to 1783 it seems strange to suddenly find one stamp on
which our Commander-in-Chief is portrayed as a Colonel in the British

Army, and commemorating an event that ended in defeat.

On July 4, 1754, Washington was defeated in trying to eapture Fort Du-
quesne from the French and surrendered with his men. He then returned to
Virginia and because of certain rulings retired fo private life. England had,
however, decided to remove the 1%rench from the Northwestern part of Penn-
sylvania and the troops under General Draddock were sent to the colonies for
this purpese. In spite of his earlier defeat Washington had made a name for
himself and upon Braddock's arrival he was invited fo join his staff with the
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rank of Colonel. Tt was Washington's advice that the British deploy and fight
in Indian fashion but General Braddock believed that in his longer experience
he knew more than his young aide and acted contrary to his adviee, with the
result that his troops were badly beaten, became disoreanized and fled from the
scene of battle leaving Braddock killed. During the battle Washington distin-
guished himself and was in the thick of the fichting, having had several miracu-
lous escapes from being wounded. For his action he was warmly praised and
this really marks the beginning of a military carcer which earried him to the
command of the American forees in the later War against England. On August
14, 1755, Washington was called back into military serviee by Governor Din-
widdie of Virginia, given a Colonel’s commission and made Commander-in-Chief
of all the forces of Virginia. Thus through defeat he achieved the start of a
military career which later was to lead to a great victory.

It is therefore natural that present day vesidents of the vieinity of the battle
site should honor him with the erection of a monument showing him not as a
Commander of the American forces but as a Colonel in the British Army. Plans
were therefore made to unveil a statue of Colonel Washington on July 9, 1930,
the one hundred and seventy-fifth anniversary of the Battle of Braddock’s Field.
The Pittsburegh sculptor, Frank Vittor, had been commissioned to make the
monument,

Representative Klyde Kelley of Pennsylvania proposed the issnance of a
stamp to commemorate this event, and obtained the approval of Postmaster
General Brown for such an issue if a suitable design conld be found. Seareh
was made at the Library of Congress for scenes representative of the Battle,
but nothing authentic eould be found that could be used for a postage stamp.
It was then decided to use a photograph of the statue as the main design of the
stamp. The die proof was approved June 27th, and the four plates went to press
July 1st.

The official notice is as follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, June 20, 1930,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart-
ment is about to issue a new 2-cent postage stamp to commemorate the one hundred
and seventy-fifth anniversary of the Battle of Braddock.

The stamp is the same shape and size as the regular issue. 75/100 by 87/100
inch, and is printed in red ink. In a straight line across the top of the stamp are the
words, “United States postage' in white Roman letters, and directly beneath is a
semicircular panel bearing the words “Battle of Braddock’s Field.” This panel is
supported on either side by acanthus scrolls. In beth lower corners within ovals with
dark backgrounds appears the word “Cents” in white Roman letters,

The central design is a statue of Col. George Washington with the years “1755"
and "1930" in white numerals on either side, and directly beneath the statue in a
small panel are the words “Colonel George Washington” in white Gothic letters, Or-
namental triangles appear on either side in the upper portion of the stamp.

This new stamp will first be placed on sale July 9, 1930, at Braddock, Pa., and
for the benefit of stamp collectors the stamp will be placed on sale at the Philatelic
Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Oflice Department, on July 10. The Philatelic
Agency, however, will not handle first-day covers.

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the new 2-cent Braddock
stamp may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed 25, to the post-
master at Braddock, Pa.. with a cash or postal-money order remittance Lo cover the
value of the stamps required for affixing, Covers will be accepted from hona fide
subseribers only, and each cover must be properly and legibly addressed; covers
bearing pencil addresses will not be accepted. Neither can compliance be made with
unusual requests, such as for the affixing of stamps bearing plate numbers or the
irregular placing of stamps on covers, ete. The stamping of first-day covers is a
courtesy extended to collectors without cost in a spirit of departmental cooperation.
Therefore, the postmaster at Braddock, Pa., will return all irregular requests unfilled.

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.
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This stamp was printed from 400 subjeet plates, divided into panes of 100
by horizontal and veriteal guide lines along which the sheets were eut for dis-
tribution to post offices. These had plate numbers on top and bottom only, on
the left panes over or under the fifth vertical rows and in the right panes in sim-
ilar positions of the sixth vertical rows.

#6882 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘“‘STATUE OF COL. WASHINGTON."’
No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued July 9, 1930.

The vignette, after the statue by Frank Vittor, unveiled the day of issue,
was designed by A. R. Meissner, and the engraving was executed by Edward M,
Hall, William B. Wells, John Eissler and Alton Payne, all of the Bureau of
Engraving and Printine.

This affair, though important in the event it commemorates, was purely a
local one and only a very small quantity was issued. The supply lasted only a
very short time, but ample supplies reached philatelic hands and this stamp is
no scarcer than some of the others of which mueh larger quantities were issued.
Shades: Carmine rose, bright ecarmine rose,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, top or bottom only.
b: Usual twelve position blocks.

Plates used: 20168—69, 70, 71

Quantity issued: 25,609,470
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CHAPTER XXII

VON STEUBEN ISSUE
1930

N the bitterest hour of American history, when the spirits of our troops were
at the lowest ebb due to lack of proper equipment and training, a figure
from across the sea eame to help our canse during the Revolutionary War,
During the latter part of 1777 plans were being furthered and consum-

mated for an alliance between this country and France, and the French Minister
of War, Count de St. Germaine, persuaded his friend, Baron Frederieck Wil-
helm Von Steuben, Aide-de-Camp to Frederick the Great of Prussia, to go to
the Colonies and teach some well needed diseipline and military tacties, Ile
arrived in America December 1, 1777, and offered his services to General Wash-
ington, then quartered at Valley Forge. His offer was accepted and he was
assigned the task of drilling the troops. By May Steuben was made Inspector
General, with the rank of Major-General. Within a few months he had estab-
lished a thorough system of discipline which was to be of so much help in the
later batttles and he was fittingly called the “Drill Master of the American
Army.”" He brought about an esprite de corps that had previously been lack-
ing in our troops and immediately threw into discard all the petty caste system
that had prevailed. 1Ile insisted that officers treat the privates as human beings,
and look after their welfare.

His drill system was entirely different than any previonsly used, in that he
sought to teach by example. Iis system was to choose a group of men and by
hard training convert them into a perfectly drilled machine, then by parading
their perfection before others inspired them to become likewise. e was striet
in the matter of sanitary regulations and cleanliness became the order of the
day, disease began to disappear and order came out of chaos. The ragged
troops soon beeame equal to the finest Europe could produce, and this factor
plus the demand for freedom made their later suceess a foregone conelusion.

Baron Von Steuben played a conspicuons part in later events of the Revo-
lution, being with our troops in some of the most important engagements, in-
cluding Yorktown, and spent his entive fortune for clothing for his men., After
the War he remained in America, and in 1790 was finally rewarded hy a town-
ship of land in New York State and an annuity of $2,500. He died on his
estate near Utica, N. Y., on November 28, 1794,

It is therefore natural that as the two hundredth anniversary of his birth
(1730) approached plans were made to fittingly celebrate this event. As early
as 1928 requests were received by the Post Office Department to issue a stamp
in his honor. The leader in the effort to secure such an issue was Representa-
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tive Henry F. Niedringhaus, of St. Louis, whose constituents consisted of many
members of the Steuben Society and others of German deseent. On April 26,
1930, Postmaster General Brown reported that he would issue a stamp in honor
of Baron Von Steuben on November 15th, the two hundredth anniversary of his
birth.

The Steuben Society of New York had submitted a design for the vignette
which was acceptable to the Department. This consisted of a medallion por-
trait made by the seulptor Karl Dautert, which had been made tor a memorial
tablet for the town of Magdeburg, Prussia, Von Steuben’s birthplace,

It had alwayvs been believed that Von Steuben had been born on November
15, 1730, but shortly before the expeeted anniversary it was discovered that
he had actually been born on September 17th.  This caused a change in the
plans for the eelebration, and at the request of the Steuben Society of America
the date of issue was advanced to the earlier date. The Society had planned a
large celebration in New York, and that city was designated as the only point
of first day issue,

The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, September 5, 1930,

Postmasters and employvees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart-
ment is preparing to issue a special postage stamp in the 2-cent denomination to
commemorate the two hundredth anniversary of the birth of General Baron von
Steuben and in recognition of the exceptional services rendered the Colonial cause
during the Revolutionary War by drilling and organizing the Army.

The stamp conforms in shape and size to the regular issue and is printed in red
ink. Across the top of the stamp arranged in two lines in a curved panel are the
words “United States Postage' in white roman letters. Extending below the panel
is a vertically striped hackground, the upper border of which is composed of narrow
acanthus scrolls.

In both lower corners in cireles with dark backgrounds appear the white num-
eral ““2."" In a dark panel connecting the cireles is the word ““cents” in white Roman
letters . Arising from each cirele on the right and left is an acanthus leaf scroll
which lends support to the large circular medallion in the central portion of the
stamp bearing the raised head and bust of Von Steuben modeled from a medal. In
a semicircle along the upper edge of the central medallion is the wording “1730—
General von Steuben—1930" in Roman type.

This new stamp will first be placed on sale Sept, 17, 1930, at New York, N. Y.,
and for the benefit of stamp collectors the stamp will be placed on sale at the Phila-
telic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, on Sept, 18, The Phila-
telic Agency, however, will not handle first-day covers.

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellatiens of the Von Stephben commemo-
rative stamp may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed 25, to
the postmaster, New York, N, Y., with a cash or postal money-order remittance to
cover the value of the stamps required for affixing. Covers will be accepted from
bona fide subseribers only, and each cover must be properly and legibly addressed:
covers bearing pencil addresses will not be accepted. Neither can compliance be
made with unusual requests, such as for the affixing of stamps bearing plate numbers
or the irregular placing of stamps on covers, ete.  All irregular requests will be re-
turned unfilled by the Postmaster, New York, N. Y.

F. A, TILTON,

Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The stamps were printed from flat plates of 400 subjeets, divided into panes
of 100 by horizontal and vertical guide lines terminating in arrows. The full
sheets were cut along these gnide lines into post office panes of 100. There
were four plate numbers, one to each pane. These were in the top and bottom
margins, above or below the fifth vertieal row on the left panes and the sixth
vertical row on the right.
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#689—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘“‘PORTRAIT OF STEUBEN.”
No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issned September 17, 1930,

The unexpected change in the date of issue from November to the earlier
date canght many collectors unawares, and a mueh smaller number of first day
covers were mailed than on most of the other commemoratives issued during
this period.

The general deseription of this stamp is given in the offieial notice. The
use of the medallion for the vignette gives a pleasing and striking design. The
stamp was designed by A, R, Meissner, and the eneraving was execnted by
Edward M. Iall, Lonis BB, Schoficld and Iloward I. Earle, all of the Burcan of
Eneraving and Printing.

The stamp was extremely popular, and the original order of twenfy-five
million was soon found to be totally madequate, and an additional twenty-five
million were ordered in the latter part of September, which again proving in-
adequate a third order of twenty-five million was placed early in October. This
finally canght up with the demand and the last order was not entirely printed,

This stamp was also free from worthwhile plate varieties, but it contributed
a4 new ravity, an imperforate error.

In December 1930 it was reported in the philatelie press that a part perfo-
ated sheet had been found in Midland, Tesas. It was later reported returned
to the Post Office Department, and this was subjeet to mueh speculation, wheth-
er it had actually been returned or not. To set at rest these questions the original
souree of the information, Rev. L. A. Boone published the following letter dated
January 17, 1931 .

“The imperforate Von Steuben sheet, found in the Midland Post Office. has been
returned to the Government. The clerk who found it sent it to me, e had intend-
ed selling it and had asked an offer of me on the item. A few days after I received
it he wired me to return the sheet to him, that he understood that it was against
the Postal laws for an employee of the Post Office Department to sell any of the
stamps of the Government at a profit. Since he had bought it and had offered it for
sale and then had realized that it was illegal to put it back in stock, resell it or
offer it under any other guide would be a conscious evasion of the law.

He, therefore, adopted the following course: Ile wired the department that he
had the sheet and asked for permission to keep it. They immediately wired him to
return it to Washington for destruction. This he did. The collectors of stamps
lost one of the prettiest error items it has been my goocd fortune to see in over
twenty years of active collecting, Only 15 stamps were cut by the perforations, and
they were fairly well pasted back in position with gum tape. The remainder of the
sheet was perfect, no breaks, tears, or peneil marks.

The above are the correet facts regardless of what else iz written or said. I
understand that one other sheet is ounl on the Pacific Coast. In fact T have received
direct letters to this effect. Please use the above for publication if vou wish, and if
I may give further service please command me."

There had been another sheet sold by the Midland Post Office in the regular
course of business that was entively untouched by the perforating machine.
This had been sold to a hotel and after seventy had been resold the clerks re-
turned the balance for exchange for perforated copies as they had beecome tired
separating them with seissors.  These were also returned to Washineton for
redemption.  There is therefore a very slim chance that some of the covers
mailed from Midland, Texas, with the seventy imperf stamps might some day
appear in the philatelic realm, but this is slight, as had the users known any-
thing about their philatelic rarvity the balance would never have been returned
for redemption.  Extensive search has so far failed to uncover any.

The action of the postal elerk might have been of lasting value to the phila-
telists but for an additional find of an imperf sheet on the Pacifie Coast. A full
sheet was bought in a post office in the State of Washineton that was also im-
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perf.  This was the lower left pane of plate No. 20269, on which the bottom
margin was forn and repaired by pasting a piece of paper on the back. The
vertical guide line at the right was eut as with a seissors leaving an irregular
edge which is charaeteristic of perforating waste. This therefore may readily
be aceepted as part of the same sheet.  The fourth pane was never found, and
was no doubt removed by the Bureau inspectors,

This imperf sheet was later broken up into blocks of four and bids fair to
become the companion piece of 5 Cent imperf error of 1916. There is no taint
to this item, and in blocks of four or even pairs cannot be counterfeited.
Shades: Carmine rose, bright carmine rose, deep carmine rose.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.

b: Usual twelve position blocks,
¢: Imperforate,

Plates used: 20267—68, 69, 70, 81, 82, 83, 84
Quantity issued: 66,487,000,

NOTES



CHAPTER XXIII

PULASKI ISSUE
1931

ASTMIR PULASKI was another friend of Freedom who came from across
C the sea to hielp the eolonists during our War of Independence. Pulaski,
a Polish nobleman who had lost his all in Poland’s fieht for freedom
against the Russian invaders, arrived in America in 1777 and enlisted as a vol-
unteer officer.  In the Battle of Brandywine he showed sueh able Jeadership and
conspienous bravery that Coneress save him the rank of a Brigadier-General
and placed him in command of the cavalry. Later he was given permission to
organize a command of his own eonsisting of a mixed foree of light eavalry and
foot units, hut during an attack on the heavily fortified British forees at Savan-
nali in 1779 he led his cavalry in a furious but unsuecessful charge and fell,
mortally wounded.  He died a few days later, aboard an American brig and
was buried at sea, a hero to his adopted country as well as fo his home land.

This was the beginning of a strong friendship between Poland and the
['nited States that has remained unbroken for over one hundred and fifty
vears. As the sesquicentennial of his death approached plans were made by
Polish soeieties 1o commemorate the event, and on April 16, 1929, a joint reso-
lution was introduced in the IHouse of Representatives, ealling for a 2 Cent
stamp to commemorate this one hundred and fiftieth anniversary which would
ocenr on October 11, 1929,

The snggestion for a stamp received but little encouragement, and it was
not until the early part of October 1930 that members of the Polish Society were
able fo prepail upon the Postmaster General to agree to such an issue.  On
December 10, 1930 the stamp was definitely authorized and the final design
approved. Two portraits of Pulaski were considered, one of these was from an
oil painting, made in 1788 by the artist Companeto, and had appeared in the
Neptember 1929 “*Quarterly ™ of the Georgia IHistorical Society. The Library
of Congress was eonsulted, and they submitted an etehing by 11, B, Hall, from
Jones “Iistory of Georgia™ which was seleeted by the Burean as being more
satisfactory from the engraving standpoint,
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Desizn by O, A, Huston, Dexign by V. MeCUloskey,

Photographs from Original Drawings Not Approved.
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After finally deciding to issue this stamp the Department went to great
lengths fo have an attractive issne. The first design, drawn by (. Aubrey
Huston (illustrated), had a plain frame with the years of birth and death.
The purpose now being mainly as a tribute to our friendship with Poland, it
was decided to incorporate this thonght in the design, and the second design
drawn by V. MeCloskey, showed an ornamental frame with the shields of Po'and
and the I'nited States in the two upper corners, (illustrated.)  This, although
expressing the idea, was not aceeptable and a thivd seheme, prepared by A, R,
Meissner, (illustrated) indieating flags of the two countries in the npper corners
was approved, but with general modifications, making the flags more prominent,

Design by A, . Meissner,

Photozeaph from Original Drawing Aecepted With Modifieations,

As Pulaski was killed at Savannah, Ga., it was at first intended to place this
stamp on sale only in that eity for the fivst day of issue.  However, the Polish
Society and certain Polish newspapers desived the first day sale in several
other eities having a large Pouish population and this was finally agreed to as a
further gesture towards comenting the friendship between this country and
Pulaski’s native land.

The official notice follows:

Washington, Dec. 29, 1930,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are informed that the Depart-
ment is preparing to issue a 2-cent commemorative postage stamp of speciul design
in honor of Gen, Casimir Pulaski, the noted Polish patriot and hero of the American
Revolution.

The new stamp is the same shape and size as the regular issue, 75/100 by
87/100 inches in dimension, and is printed in red ink, The stamp has a flat, dark
border with beveled outer edge, slightly indented at the sides. On the border at the
top in two lines is the wording “United Stales Postage” in white faced Roman letters.
In both lower corners in white bordered cireles is the numeral “2" in white faced
Roman and above the cireles in the hordering panel in white numerals are the dates,
1746 at the left and “1779" at the right, representing the dates of birth and
death, respectively, of General Pulaski., Aecross the bottom of the stamp in a dark
panel with white edges connecting the numerals is the word “ecents' in white Roman
lettering. In a central panel of oval form with a narrow white edge is the likeness
of General Pulaski modeled from a portrait in Jones's History of Georgia, printed
from an etching by H. B, Hall in 1871, 1In a white curved ribbon panel at the base
of the portrait are the words “‘General Pulaski' in red Gothie letters. Projecting
from behind the central panel with their staffs extending to the upper corners are
the flags of the two nations, that of the United States to the left and the Republic
of Poland to the right.
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The General Pulaski commemorative stamp will be first placed on sale Jan. 16,
1931, at the following post offices: Savannah, Ga.: Chicago, Ill.; Gary, Ind.: South
Bend, Ind.: Detroit, Mich.; Brooklyn, N. Y.: Buffalo, N. Y.; New York, N. Y.; Cleve-
land, Ohio; Toledo. Ohio; Pittsburgh, Pa.; Milwaukee, Wis.

Stamp colleciors desiring first-day cancellations of the 2-ceni{ Pulaski commemo-
rative stamp may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed 25, to
the postmasters at the above offices, with a cash or postal-money order remittance
to cover the value of the stamps required for aflixing. Covers will be accepted
from bona fide subseribers only, and each cover must ba properly and legibly ad-
dressed; covers bearing pencil addresses will not be accepted, Neither can com-
pliance be made with unusual requests, such as for aflixing of stamps bearing plate
numbers or the irregular placing of stamps on covers, ete. The stamping of first-
day covers is a courtesy extended to collectors without cost in a spirit of depart-
mental cooperation. Therefore, all irregular requests will be returned unfilled.

For the benefit of stamp collectors the new stamp will be placed on sale at the
Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, on January 17, 1931,
but the agency will not handle first-day covers.

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

A eover was reported from South Bend, Ind., dated January 16, 1930. Upon
investigation is was discovered that it had been cancelled by an extra postmark-
ing stamp in which the year date had not been advanced from the previons
year just passed.

Quite a ceremony was made on the day of issue in presenting a sheet of
100 of these stamps to Mr. Tytus Filipowiez, the Polish Ambassador to the
United States. The presentation was made by the Postmaster General in his
anti-room, and several representatives of the Polish Embassy, as well as United
States postal officials were in attendance. In presenting the stamps to the
Polish Ambassador, Postmaster General Brown stated :

“For more than one hundred vears it has been the practice of the Post Office
Department to issue postage stamps bearing the likeness of men and women who
have made noteworthy contributions to the well-being of our country., From time
to time stamps have been issued honoring the memory of Benjamin Franklin,
reorge Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, General U, S. Grant, Theo-
dore Roosevelt, and others. It is fitting that to this illustrious group should be added
one of your countrymen, General Casimir Pulaski, whose contribution to American
Independence will ever be remembered by my countrymen,

General Pulaski’s life came (e a tragic and untimely end at the siege at Savan-
nah in 1779, No word or act of mine can embellish the pages of American history
made glorious by his magnificent sacrifices to the cause of popular government.

We are loday issuing a commemorative stamp as a slight token of the apprecia-
tion of the American people of the deep and lasting debt which they owe him. It
may be interesting to know that in only one other case has a similar tribute been
paid to the memory of a man who did not spring from American soil.  Will you be
good enough to accept from me one of the first sheets of stamps of this issue which
will amount to 65,000,000 impressions? This sheet bears the autographed signature
of the President of the United States and the Postmaster General.”

In accepting the stamps the Polish Ambassador replied :

“Mr. Postmaster General,

It is a source of gratification to me to receive from your hands the first Ameri-
can stamp bearing the likeness of General Casimir Pulaski, a hero of your country
and of mine,

A postage stamp is always associated in our minds with a message from one
person to another. In this case, it is a message by itself, a message of that tradi-
tional friendship which has existed between our two countries for over a century
and a half. As evidence of such cordial relations Poles and Americans of Polish
descent will treasure these stamps, as I shall treasure mine. I thank you, Mr. Post-
master General.”

The stamps were printed from 400 subject plates, printed on flat bed press-
es, and were divided into panes of 100 by horizontal and vertical guide lines
terminating in arrows. The full sheets were cut along these guide lines into
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post office panes of 100, There were four plate numbers, one to each pane.
These were in the top and bottom margins, above or below the fifth vertical
row on the left panes, and the sixth vertical row on the right.

Count Pulaski.

#690—2 Cent, Carmine Rose. ‘‘PORTRAIT OF CASIMIR PULASKI"
No Wmk, Perf, 11.

Issued January 15, 1931,

The date of issue had no particular significance, the one hundred and fiftieth
anniversary of General Pnlaski’s death being October 11, 1929.

The design was prepared by A. R. Meissner, the vignette being engraved by
J. Bissler, and the lettering and numerals by Edward M. Hall and A. R, Meiss-
ner, all of the Burean of Engraving and Printing.

This issne was very popular with both stamp collectors and those having a
racial interest, the initial order of twenty-five million being soon inereased to
ninety-five. This stamp was one of the best looking single color designs that had
been isstued for a eonsiderable time, and the handsome face of the Polish hero
did mueh to add to its beauty.

Twelve plates were made and all went to press. There were not philatelie
varieties, although there were a number of printing shades,

Shades: Carmine rose, bright carmine rose, deep carmine rose, carmine lake.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Usual twelve position blocks.

Plates used: 20416—17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27
Number issued: 96,559,400



Early Design for Red Cross Stamp.

CHAPTER XXIV

RED CROSS ISSUE
1931

HE first attempt made to give assistance to wounded soldiers on the field
of battle was during the Civil War., Previous to this many died from
lack of care before they reached the hospitals and received medical at-

tention. This work of *‘first aid’* was started by Clara Barton, who at first
did the work herself and later organized groups to take care of this ever grow-
ine need,

Through her efforts the American National Association of the Red Cross
was organized on May 21, 1881, Clara Barton served as its President from that
time until 1904, and during her tenure of office she obtained Federal recoeni-
tion for the Society,

In 1931 the American Red Cross commemorated the fiftieth anniversary of
its founding, and prior to that event requested the Postmaster General to issue
a commemorative stamp.

The design of this we arve familiar with, but there were rumors at the time
of issue that a controversy as to the design had arisen, and that Clara Barton
should have been honored by a place on the stamp. On taking this up with the
Red Cross in Washington we were advisod as follows :

“The question of selecting the design for the stamp was left entirely with the
Postmaster General. After giving the matter considerable thought he selected the
design which was eventually used, and which was patterned after our 1930 Roll Call
poster, The selection was made without consulting the executives of the Red Cross
and we did not even know what design had been chosen until final action had been
taken. The design selected seemed to be tremendously popular all over the count ry.

You asked whether there was any controversy as to whether or not the design
should contain a portrait of Miss Clara Barton., There was 1o controversy of any
kind while the design was being selected. The Red Cross at that time was giving a
tremendous amount of publicity to its Fiftieth Anniversary and, of course, the name
of Miss Barton was featured in all this publicity, so that I feel sure the idea must
at least have presented itself to the Postmaster General. Afier the design had been
approved and the postage stamps issued, being placed on sale simultaneously at
Dansville, New York, and Washington, D. C., on May 21, and later throughout the
country—a story was sent to various news bureaus by the legislature representative
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of some reform organization here in Washington, I do not recall the name at this
minute. The story was to the effect that the Red Cross should have chosen the
portrait of Miss Clara Barton. This story was printed in a few papers, and then
immediately dropped by all papers and news agencies when the Red Cross explained
that the design had been selected by the Postmaster General and not by us. During
the months following in which the Red Cross stamp was being sold and used through-
out the nation we received not a single complaint about the design, nor did there
exist, as far as we know, the slightest controversy.
Cordially yours,
DOUGLAS GRIESEMER,
Director, Public Information.”

Early Designs Showing Use of Clara Barton's Portrait.

Photographs from Original Prawing Not Used.

It is true that the Department contemplated the use of Clara Barton 's por-
trait on this stamp as two designs were prepared by the Bureau of Enegraving
and Printing, one showing a full face portrait and the other a profile. Af the

Another Early Design Using the Red Cross,

Photograph from Original Drawing Not Used.

same time, or perhaps a little later, a simplified scheme was contemplated con-
sisting of a formal treatment with an architectural frame consisting of an
entablature supported by ionie columns. The central part of the design con-
sisted of a simple shield on whieh was superimposed a red cross. We have
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illustrated this from the artist’s original drawing. After several conferences
it was finally decided to adopt a design containing a Red Cross nurse for the
central picture, adapted from a painting of a Red Cross poster called *‘The
Greatest Mother In The World.”” The original photograph used by the Bureau
is illustrated herewith.
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Formal Architectural Design, Red Cross Zurse Design,

Photographs from Original Drawings Not Used.

Before the stamp was finally issued the design was again changed, showing
the Red Cross nurse kneeling with outstretched arms before a globe, which was
patterned after the 1930 poster of the American Red Cross. This was painted
by Laurence Wilbur, of New York.

The official notice of this stamp reads:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, May 2, 1931,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified of the issuance of
a4 special postage stamp in the 2-cent denomination to commemorate the fiftieth an-
niversary of the founding of the American Red Cross.

The new stamp is printed in two colors, black and red, and is the same size as
the regular issue 75/100 by 87/100 inch, arranged as an upright rectangle. The
stamp is inclosed in a border formed by a heavy black outer and lighter inner line
slightly indented along the center on all four sides. Across the top of the stamp in
two lines are the words “United States Postage” in white faced Roman leitering.
The central design of the stamp, printed in black, is the figure of a Red Cross nurse
kneeling before the globe with outstretched hands, reproduced from the 1920 poster
entitled “The Greatest Mother.” In the upper part of the stamp at the left of the
figure is a Greek cross with five equal squares, the emblem of the organization,
printed in red. Arranged vertically, opposite the indentation on either side, are the
dates in black Gothic figures “1881" at the left and “1931" at the right. In both
lower corners within white bordered ovals with black background appears the white
numeral “2", The ovals are surmounted by acanthus scroll ornaments. Across the
bottom of the stamp in a straight line between the ovals containing the denomina-
tion numeral is the word ““Cents” in white Roman letiers,

The Red Cross commemorative stamp will be placed on sale May 21, 1931, at
the post offices in Washington, D. C., and Dansville, N. Y. For the benefit of stamp
collectors the new stamp will also he placed on sale the same date at the Phila-
telic Agency,

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the 2-cent Red Cross com-
memorative stamp may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed 25,
to the postmasters at the above offices with a cash or postal-money order remittance
to exactly cover the value of the stamps required for affixing. Other postage stamps
will positively not be accepted in payment of the Red Cross stamps. Covers will be
accepted from bona fide subscribers only, and each cover must be properly and
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legibly addressed; covers bearing pencil addresses will not be accepted. Special
care must be taken in addressing covers to bear blocks of four of the stamps to
allow sufficient clear space for the attaching of the stamps, Compliance cannot be
made with unusual requests, such as for the aflixing of stamps bearing plate numbers
or the irregular placing of the stamps on covers, etc. Requests for a supply of un-
canceled Red Cross stamps must not be included in orders for first-day covers. 1If
uncanceled stamps are desired a separate order should be sent to the Philatelie
Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, Washington, D. C., and it will
receive prompt attention.
F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

SE T TN

The 1910 Red Cross Poster Painted by Lanrence Wilbur,

These stamps were printed from 200 subjeet plates for both body and em-
blem. They were eut along vertical guide lines into 100 subjeet panes, and so
issued to post offices,

The design plates, (Black printing) were divided into four panes of twenty-
five by horizontal and vertical guide lines terminating in solid arrows, the point
of which faced the outside of the plate. There were four numbers, two to each
pane of one hundred. These were in the top and bottom margins, above and
below the fifth vertical row on the left pane and in similar position on the sixth
row of the right pane. The top right plate number was preceded by an “F.”’

The emblem plates, (red) had no gnide lines erossing the plate but had solid
arrows with a short line running from the point to the edge of the plate. These
were in the same relative position as on the black plates, and they were used fo
correctly key the design. Over the ninth stamp of the left pane was found the
word “TOP’ in laree capitals to prevent there being any inverts. On these
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plates the numbers also appeared only in the top and bottom margins. On the
lett pane the numbers were above or below the sixth row, while on the right
panes they appeared over or under the fifth row. The letter ““F’" also preceded
the upper right plate number on this pane.

In the printed stamp the black number preceded the red number on the left
panes and followed it on the right.

#702—2 Cent Black and Red. ‘‘RED CROSS NURSE.”” No Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued May 21, 1931,

The frame of the stamp was designed by (. A. Huston and A. R. Meissner,
the vignette was excented by J. Eissler and G, F. Wittenauer, and the lettering
and numerals were engraved by Edward M. Hall, all of the Burcau of Engraving
and Printing.

The oviginal order called for fifty million of these stamps, and they were
printed from twenty black plates and twenty red ones, allowing a possible total
of 400 plate number combinations. As the design of the stamp was sueh that
close registration of the emblem design was not required it was possible to use
four plates on each press and all combinations of these twenty plates are known
to exist.

This stamp was exceptionally popular and betore the first order was com-
pleted a second order was placed with the Bureau for an additional fitty million.
To fill this order eight more plates were made for both the design and the em-
blem. There being more wear on the design plates due to the use of black ink
these wore out quicker than the emblem plates, and it was found necessary to
use four of the new design plates. The others were not needed and did not go
to press. These have also been found in combination with all of the emblem
plates, and there are therefore 480 combinations of this stamp. Because of the
difference in the position of the plate numbers on the right and left panes, many
colleetors believe that there are aetually 960 different combinations.  The use
of the four additional plates only to finish the order for these stamps made them
much scarcer than any of the others.

This being a bicolored stamp there was a possibility of many things happen-
ing. Ilenry M. Southgate, in the Bureau Specialist for July 1931, said :

“Collectors should wateh carefully for the Red Cross stamp without the em-
blem. We often hear of sheets being found where a stamp or part of a stamp is
printed on the back, This oceurs from the turning over of the corner of the sheet
at the time of printing.

If this folding takes place when the Red Cross sheet goes through the press for
the first or black printing it will undoubtedly be caught as it would be very notice-
able, but if the corner ig turned to the printed side when the second printing is
made the emblem will fall on the back of the sheet and the corner stamp or stamps
will have no cross on the face. If the fold is to the unprinted side there would like-
wise be no emblem on the stamp as well as none on the back. Such an error is in-
conspicuous and in a hurried printing such as this it will be surprising if a number
of such errors do not get by the inspectors.”

It speaks well for the eare taken by the DBureau inspectors as only two
sheets were found in which there was no eross on one stamp. The erosses were
found printed on the hack of the margin in each case.

There was also the possibility of the eross appearing fwice on a stamp,
either by going through the press twice or eaused hy an offset print. Such an
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item was found by Albert Claflin, of Providence, R. 1., who showed us not long
ago a strip of three of these stamps, all showing two distinet erosses. The
normal cross was in the usual carmine ved tone and dirveetly adjoining this to
the southwest, but not touching it, was a second eross very lightly printed, The
chances are that while this sheet was still wet another sheet was placed above
it causing the emblem to be offset on the back of the other sheet, and was in
turn offset on the original sheet in a slightly different position, ecausing what
might be termed a ““double offset.””

There is one other major variety. Two vertical pairs were found imperfo-
rate between. This was caused by part of the sheet having been folded under
on the perforating machine, causing several stamps to have diagonal perfora-
tions, but two pairs had escaped the seeond perforation.

Most of the plate varieties of this issue arve extremely minor. Ilowever, as
the plate position is known they are worthy of noting in the history of the issue.
The following report by the late (. W. Bedford appeared in the Burean Spee-
ialist July 1931

“Positions 37 and 57 in the left pane of the black plate No. 20456 and positions
63 and 73 in the left pane of black plate No. 20438 show a slight but distinct
doubling of the horizontal shading lines at the left of the upper label. By the use
of a high power glass other minor shifts are also found but they are too small to
deserve mention, as only major varieties are worthy of such distinction. There is
still a chance that someone will locate a major variety on this stamp.

The red rocking-in dots for the Red Cross appear on many red plates about half
way between dot on the plate that appears in the right ‘2" whenever the registry of
the red and black plates is such that the red dot falls on the colorless portion of the
design. This plate also shows the rocking in dots on every stamp, Plate 20492 Red.

Position 99-R-20490 (red) shows a rather heavy diagonal row of red dots just
under the red cross. If this were only horizontal in direction it might have been a
double transfer of the cross. It is one of the best varieties so far located. Position
11-R-20492 shows two diagonal red seratches on the red plate just under the cross,
one of which extends into the left centerline margin.

Positions 8, 18, 19, 28, 29 and 50 in the right pane of plate 20469 (black)
shows a series of black plate scratches, These lines are so light that they may not
appear on late printings due to plate wear. There are also MANY black plate posi-
tions that show fine plate layout lines across the top and vertically in the left side
letters of the top and lower labels. In many cases these lines only show in the ‘U’
of ‘UNITED." "

Later a better type of shifted transfer was discovered in the right pane of
design plate 20455, These ave all in a plate number block of 8 and appear in
stamps 4, 5, 7, 15, 17 as a doubling of the horizontal shading lines on the globe,

Two marked plate defeets were found on the right pane of plate 20515,
On stamp No. 5, just below the red plate number, there ave a series of fine lines
which appear as a gash through the “*C"" of “*CENTS,”" thereby forming a cents
mark (€); on the Y0th stamp there is a strong gash in the vertical member of
the “‘N*’ of “CENTS.”’

Plate number blocks of this issue were generally saved in blocks of eight
with the number over or under the two eenter stamps exeept in the case of the
top left which was usually blocks of ten to include the red “*TOP™ imprint.

Shades: Frame: Grey black, black.
Cross: Carmine rose, carmine lake, lake.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,

b: Position blocks,
1. Complete right and left arrows,
2. Right and left halves top and bottom arrows,
3. Right and left halves center line block.

¢: Design without the red cross.

d: Imperf between vertical pairs.

e: Plate varieties as noted above.
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Plates used: Frame: 20434—35, 56, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41
20450—51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57

20466—67, 68, 69

20514—15, 16, 25
Vignette: 20445—46, 47, 48, 49
20489—50, 91, 92, 93,

20500—01, 02, 03

94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99

Plates not used: Frame: 20513—26, 27, 28
Vignette: 20442—43, 44
20517—18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24

Number issned: 99,074,600

NOTES
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NOTES



CHAPTER XXV

THE YORKTOWN ISSUE
1931

HE one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the surrender of Lord Corn-
wallis to Gen, Washington at Yorktown, Va., was to be celebrated at
that place during October 1931. This being one of the major events of

the Revolutionary War, some may claim it the most important, Congress saw
fit to make a special appropriation towards the expense of this sesquicentennial,
and also appointed certain members of a Celebration Committee,

Among those appointed was former Congressman R. B. Fitzeerald of Day-
ton, Ohio, who ¢hanced to be an enthusiastic stamp colicetor and who naturally
mmmediately set forth to proeure a special stamp for the oecasion.  He called
the Department’s attention to the fact that on two previous issues commemo-
rating Revolutionary War events they had honored allies from both Germany
and Poland and for this stamp it would be appropriate and fittine to honor
France as Washington's suceess at Yorktown had been helped to a considerable
extent by aid furnished by both Count de Rochambean and Admiral de Grasse.
It was Washington’s prompt decision to attack Cornwallis as soon as conditions
were favorable and his strategy in misleading General Clinton as to his plans
made the suecess at Yorktown possible.  These conditions were dependent on the
help of the French troops under the leadership of Count de Rochambeau and
the cooperation of the IPrench Fleet under Admiral de Grasse. Portraits of
these three leaders were therelfore the natural thought for use in connection with
this stamp. The suggestion met with the approval of the Post Office Depart-
ment, and the Burean was instrueted to proceed with a design carrying por-
fraifs of these fwo distinguished Frenchmen as well as General Washington.

According to his historieal data, Wethersfield, Conn., was the town Gen.
Washington seleeted as the place for a conferenee with onr French allies, to dis-
cuss the Yorktown campaign, on May 21, 1781, The plan made there was so
successfully carried out that it has since been known as the *“Wethersfield
Plan,”” and both Yorktown, Va., and Wethersfield, Conn., were therefore ap-
proved by the Post Office Department for first day sale.

The official notice reads:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, September 1, 1931,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart-
ment is preparing to issue a special postage stamp in the 2-cent denomination to
commemoraie the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Battle of Yorkiown.

The stamp is rectangular in shape, 0.89 by 1.46 inches in dimensions. It is
printed in two colors, the background being in red and the three portraits, com-
posing the central design, in black. In a horizontal line across the top of the stamp
are the words “United States Postage' in small white Roman letters. Directly be-
low on a white ribbon panel in red lettering is the word “Yorktown' in the center
with the dates on either side “1781" at the left and *“1931" on the right. At the
base of the stamp in a small panel with curled scrolls at either end is the word
“Cents’ in white-faced Roman on a solid background. In each lower corner in a
small panel with narrow white border and scrolled top is the numeral 2" in white
Roman on a solid background. Extending across the center of the stamp are three
ovals with white outer and red inner line borders containing, in order, beginning
at the left, the portrait of Rochambeau, Washingion, and De Grasse, the names
appearing in red lettering on white ribbon panels at the base of the ovals,

The Yorktown stamp will first be placed on sale October 19, 1931, at the post
offices in Yorktown, Va., and Wethersfield, Conn., (branch of Hartford.) The new
stamp will be available for purchase at other post offices and the Philatelic Agency
on October 20.

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the 2-cent Yorktown com-
memorative stamp may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed
10, to the posimasters at the above oflices with a cash or postal-money order remit-
tance to exactly cover the value of the stamps required for affixing. Other postage
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stamps will positively not be accepted in payment of the Yorktewn stamps. Covers
will be accepted from bona fide subsgcribers only, and each cover must be properly
and legibly addressed; covers bearing pencil addresses will not be accepted. Special
care must be taken in addressing covers to bear blocks of four of the stamps to
allow sufficient clear space for the affixing of the stamps. Compliance can not be
made with unusual requests, such as for the affixing of stamps bearing plate num-
bers or the irregular placing of the stamps on covers, ete. Requests for a supply
of uncanceled Yorktown stamps must not be included in orders for first-day covers.
If uncanceled stamps for collection purposes are desired, a separate order should
be sent to the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, Wash-
ington, D. C., and it will receive prompt attention.
F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Although the sale of these stamps was to be restricted to these two towns
on October 19th, the Post Office Department was desirous of having it placed on
sale in as many post offices as possible on the day following. To this end the
stamps were sent out early in October in speeial envelopes plainly marked
““Positively not to be placed on sale before Oetober 20, 193177 In spite of these
instructions postmasters in various sections of the country opened the packages
and put the stamps on sale a week or two before the official date.  Weekly Phila-
telic Gossip reported a cover dated Oetober 6th from Waterloo, I11., and another
from Howell, Michigan, dated Oectober 9th. Several carly covers were also
seen from California and Texas.

Elaborate plans having been made for first day sales at Yorktown and
Wetherfield, those early covers caused considerable agitation and the Depart-
ment immediately issned admonitory orders. In the Postal Bulletin of Oetober
16th Third Assistant Postmaster General F. A, Tilton issned the following in-
struetions:

“The Postal Bulletin of September 2, 1931, contained the general announce-
ment concerning the Yorktown commemorative postage stamp issue, In this an-
nouncement it was emphasized that ‘In order that the Yorktewn stamps may be
available for purchase at post offices throughout the country on Oectober 20, ship-
ments will be sent in advance, but postmasters are specifically directed that under
no cirecumstances shall they permit any of the Yorktown stamps to be sold before
October 20, 1931,

Shipments were made by registered mail in envelopes plainly marked ‘Positively
not to be placed on sale until October 20, 1931

Notwithstanding these clear instructions, reports have been received from six
offices so far that postmasters had placed on sale these commemorative stamps
prior to the release date. This is one of the most serious violations of departmental
regulations, and statement that postmasters have overlooked the notice in the bul-
letin are no excuse for ignoring the plainly printed instructions on the registered
envelope in which the stamps are sent.

Such disregard of instructions lays a postmaster open to the charge that he has
conspired with stamp collectors in creating first-day covers of considerable value
and the delinquency is ample ecause for a postmaster’s dismissal. Postmasters not
interested enough in their postal auties to care properly for matters of this kind are
not competent to be retained.

The department is attempting to accommodate the public by making advance
shipments of commemorative stamps so that they will be available at post offices
throughout the country on the day following the first day of sale at selected points,
To effect this it is necessary to have the cooperation of postmasters and to prevent
release to the public prior to that date.”

Official cachets were not used for either town, and although first day covers
from Yorktown ecarried none those mailed from Wethersfield had an exeeption-
ally appropriate one supplied by the Wethersfield Business Men's and Civie
Association. This cachet showed the Webb House, as well as the stars and stripes
and a sheaf of French flags of the resiments quartered near Wethersfield. Tt
was stated that there were about 130,000 covers mailed the first day from York-
town and about 50,000 from Wethersfield.

The Yorktown stamps were printed from two types of plates, the first type
from 100 subject plates each of both frame and vignette, the second type or lay-
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out from 100 subjeet frames and 50 subjeet vignette plates.  In addition there
were two sizes and two distinet colors, making for considerable variety, espec-
ially when one realizes that there is a valid reason for cach.

The frame plate of the first layout consisted of one hundred subjeets (10x10)
vidided by horizontal and vertical guide lines terminating in solid arrows or
markers.  The plate numbers were above and below the third stamp on both
sides of the vertical center line, the number above the right pane being preced-
ed by the letter ““I."" The vignette plates were also of one hundred subjects,
these plates had no guide lines, but had four solid arrows kevine with the arrows
on the frame plate. Due fto the design it was important that the two plates
“key’ very acceurately or there would be considerable waste. The plate num-
bers of these vignette plates were over and under the second stamp on the left
pane and the fourth stamp on the right, the number on the top right being also
preceded by an I and the word “TOP' over the fifth stamp of the left
pane, just left of the center guide line.  On the finished printed sheet the black
vignette numbers therefore preceded the red frame numbers on the left pane
and followed them on the right.

The printed sheets from this first layout were eut into fifty subjeet panes
along the vertical puide lines, leaving complete right and left arrows as well as
split arrows at top and bottom. This gave six position blocks and a third pair
was caused by the junetion of the perforated horizontal gnide line with the edge
of the vertical eutting line to the left or to the rieht. A total of eight position
blocks.

The necessity of ““wetting down’ the sheets during the printing caused
considerable shrinkage in the paper whieh, never being quite the same on any
fwo sheets, eaused trouble in trying to key or register 100 portrait designs into
their correct positions on the stamps. Many printed sheets had to be disearded
and the waste was excessive, and it was decided to make a new set of plates that
would permit printing 50 subjeets instead of 100,

This new group is generally ealled the “*second plate layvout.”” The frame
plates were again of 100 subjects but this time were separated into two panes
of 50 by a one ineh vertical gutter, carrying a cutting line nsed as a guide for
eutting the sheet into 50 subject panes. This line terminated by the usual ar-
rows and is of conrse found as a split on either the right or left inside margins.
The plates also had a horizontal enide line terminated by solid arrows, these
arrows showing only on the outside margins. As an aid to properly perforat-
ing the 50 subjeet sheets an additional guide line terminated by ordinary arrvows
was placed between the second and third vertical rows of each pane. This cross-
ing the horizontal guide line resulted in a center line block. For proper hori-
zontlal registration with the vignette plate a marker, similar to the solid side
arrows, was placed above and below the eenter of the middle, or third row of
stamps in each pane, with a short guide line running to the edee of the margin.
Side arrows or markers took care of the vertical registration. The plate numbers
as on the first layout, are above or below the third vertical rows, being placed
between the marker and the stamps with the plate number at the top of the
right pane preceded by “‘F.”

The second layout of the vignette or black plates was redueed to fiffy sub-
Jeets, and were used for printing on the frame sheets after they had been cut
in halt. A check np on plate number combinations seems to indicate that these
50 subjeet vignette plates were almost always used regularly on either the right
pane or on the left pane of the frame sheets, i. e., the right panes generally re-
ceived the second impression on one set of presses, and the left panes on other
set. The Bureau stated that there was no manufacturing condition which re-
quired this, and it is quite likely that it was merely a matter of convenience in
handling the 50 subjeet panes for the vignette printing. A few sheets are
known that did not follow the normal combination and these have been eagerly
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sought after, being generally called the “wrong side of the sheets.”” The plates
used for printing the right panes were the only ones to have the double ‘I’
combination.

The plate numbers of these vignette plates were placed above or below the
second vertical row. Being only 50 subjeets there were no vight and left panes
and the number above the stamps had an 177 while the word “TOP" is always
found above the fourth subject. The top and bottom registration markers as
well as those in the side margins arve the same positions as on the frame plates.
There being a horizontal marker on each side of the vignette plate, caused the
one adjacent to the ent inside edee to appear only in black on the finished sheet.
These sheets of the second layout are only known to have been on sale at the
Philatelic Ageney in Washington, however, from the foregoing it is quite evi-
dent that these sheets were made because of necessity and not especially for the
benefit of collectors,

The paper shrinkage trouble which made the second plate layout necessary
also caused a curious variation in the size of the stamps. To overcome this
““wetting down’’ shrinkage which narrowed the sheets, it was decided to place
the paper on the press so that its grain was parallel to the height of the plate,
and ran the long way of the stamps. This was found to greatly decrease the
waste due to improper keyving of frame and vignette plates, but it was found
necessary to reset the perforating machine as the sheets from the later printings
were almost a half inch shorter and about three-eighths of an ineh wider, and
the machines as originally set would have ent some of the stamps almost in half.
The Burean therefore stopped further printing with the grain at right aneles to
the length of the stamps, perforated those already printed and then reset the
machine for the new set up. This method was found to be more successful and
all the sheets from the second plate layont were also printed in this way, i. e.,
with the grain of the paper parallel with the length of the stamps.

The difference in size between these two methods of placing the paper on
the press is as follows:

The first group of stamps having most of the shrinkage in the horizontal
dimension and almost none in the vertical were narrow, although of full normal
height, while just the reverse is found in fhe seeond group. The shrinkage in
the latter was in the height and not in the width, the stamps as a result are
wider and not as high as the first lot. This difference is not particularly notice-
able in a single copy, (thongh there nevertheless),) but it is quite apparent in
blocks of fen or in sheets. Being done officially the difference is worthy of note
in the eatalogue as a minor variety. Those on sale at the Bureau were all
“wide,”” the ““narrow’ ones would seem to be the more desirable,

There is a further marked difference between the two methods of printing,
this being in the color of the stamp, but there is no official information forth-
coming as to whether this was accidental.  The first printing with the paper in
normal position were of a mueh brighter color, a real rose carmine, while the
second layout were in a dull grey earmine.  This may not hold for all, bhut
those plate number blocks seen by the writers numbering more than 500, are all
easily divided by the color into the two sizes. There are also modified shades of
each.

The stamps in spite of their unusual size were extremely popular and were
in great demand not only by eollectors but were nsed in large quantities for
mailing purposes by econcerns who felt that the attractive stamps would eall
attention to their letters.  Inm many of the larger post offices it was impossible
to get full sheets and in most places only limited quantities were sold to each
purchaser,

As early as November 9th the Postal Bulletin announced to postmasters
that no more Yorktowns were available for distribution to the various offices.
““Postmasters may advise loeal stamp eollectors—that the Philatelic Ageney
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still has a limited supply—bhut, as stock is vapidly becoming depleted, no assur-
ance can be given collectors that they can be supplied with perfectly centered
stock.  Any future orders to the Ageney must be submitted with this under-
standing.”’

#703—2 Cent, Carmine Rose and Black. ‘‘WASHINGTON,
DE GRASSE & ROCHAMBEAU.”” No Wmk. Perf. 11,

Issued October 19, 1931,

The portraits of both Rochambean and de Grasse were from engravings
furnished to the Post Office Department by the Library of Congress. The form-
er was an old engraving by T. D. Booth of Joseph D. Court’s painting of the
Count and the latter was found in J. I, Patten’s ““Ilistory of Yorktown,’” hoth
painter and engraver unknown, The portrait of Washineton is after the John
Trumbull painting now at Yale University. It was taken from an engraving
by A. B. Durand in Vol. I National Portrait Gallery of Distinguished Ameri-
cans, (Ilustrated.)

George Washington,

Count de Rochambeau. Admiral De Grasse,
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This stamp was designed by (. A. Huston, the frame was eneraved by E. M.
Hall and J. (. Benzing, and the vignette by J. Eissler, all of the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing.

The first printing in a bright rose carmine and with the shrinkage almost
entirely in the width (or length) of the stamps, are easily distinguished. They
measure 36%mm by 223 mm. This shrinkage made the correet centering of
the vignettes a very diffieult operation and where the paper was reversed on the
press so that the grain was horizontal to the design it caused the shrinkage to
take place in the height, the width remaining normal. The second lot measnre
37mm. by 22%6mm. This second method having proved a considerable improve-
ment as far as red and black plates “‘keying™ was also used for the second or
50 subject layout. The second lot as well as the second layout were printed in
a greyish carmine color,

These were the two principal shades, although ecach had its variations.
There is, however, a third distinet color of which only a very small quantity
was found, is recognized as an error in color and is already very rare. This is
the Lake shade. All known copies were found in Birmingham, Ala., by Judge
A. H. Benners. The Judge, now 81 years old, is an old friend of ours, he hap-
pens to be an ““eagle eyed’ philatelist who has uncovered more than one error
in his day, and in examining a post office book of 100 sheets he found and
secured four panes of 50 in this Lake shade, and two in a slightly lighter shade.
These were all printed from frame plate No. 20485, In going over this same
package a single deep lake pane from plate No, 20481 was also found by Mr.
J. E. Addicks,—in addition to this two sheets were fonnd from plate No. 20485,
in which the two top rows were printed in deep Lake, while the other rows be-
low gradually blended into the normal color at the bottom of the sheet. This
seems to indicate that the Lake shades were caused by an uneven mixture of
the ink in part of the wells of the press, which gradually returned to the cor-
rect mixture and the normal color. This Lake shade is practically like the lake
shade of the 1890 ovdinary issue and has been mueh songht after. Because of
its distinet color coupled with the small find, it is likely to become a rarity.
The vignette color on those found was in the normal shade of black.

Of the first layout 16 frame plates were used with 22 vignette plates, all
of which were found in combination with the others, making a total of 352
plate number combinations. Early information from Washington indicated
that plates No. 20512 and No. 20597 to No. 20604 would not be used. This
proved to be incorreet, except in the ease of the last two plates, No. 20603-04,
but judging from the searcity of ecombinations from those plates they were nsed
mainly to complete the printing of the first lavont, those from plate No. 20602
being the searcest.

In the printings of the second layout, as noted before, certain vignette plates
were almost always found on the right halves of the frame plates and others
generally on the left side of the vertical gutter. These were almost entirely
divided as follows: Printings from plates No. 2065052, 53, 59, 61, 62, 64, 67
on the right panes of the horder sheets, and No. 20651—56, 57, 58, 60, 63, 65, 66
on the left panes. The only general deviation from this seemed to be at the
start of the printing of this layout as the first four border plates were trequent-
ly found in combination with the first four vignette plates on both left and
right panes. This first set of plates were ready about a week hefore other border
plates had been completed, and it was necessary to feed both right and left
halves on the same press for printing the vignette. A few other combinations
were found due to odd sheets being placed on the wrong side. These “*wrong
side of the sheet” combinations are scaree and much sought after by plate num-
ber collectors. All frame plates exist in eombination with all vignette plates in
the second layout, making a total of 128 combinations,
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Shades: Bright carmine, rose carmine, grey carmine, light rose lake, blood red, pale
lake, dark lake. (The pale and dark lake shades are not known in the
second layout.)

Varieties: a: Position varieties:

A: First layout,
1. Split right and left halves top and bottom arrows.
2. Complete right and left arrows.
3. Vertical halves center line block, straight edge at right or left.
B: Second layout.
1. Complete arrow line blocks—1top, bottom—right or left.,
2, Center line block.
b: Plate number blocks
¢: Defective {ransfers,
d: Double Transfers. (See attached list for plate varieties.)

So mueh interest has been shown in minor and major plate flaws found on
these stamps that we list all that are available starring (%) only those that
might be considered major varieties. (R. P. designates Right Pane.)

Defective transfer of lower frame line on stamps above L. P. Red Plate
# 20488,

Defective transfer, lower left corner of stamp #1 L. P. Red Plate
#20479,

Defective transfer outer left frame line missing at top of Stamp # 25, L.
P. Red Plate # 20668,

On stamp # 26, same pane, break in top frame line, over the “HES" of
“STATES.”

Scrateh through “8' in “1781" on stamp # 47, L. P. Plate # 20478,

Top recut or ‘“‘patched up" arrows on Plate # 20648,

Red dot on “T" of “YORKTOWN" # 2 R. P. Plate # 20648,

S. W. Diagonal scratch, 5mm above de Grasse's head, #34, R. P. Plate

20648,

Faingf irregular scrateh between stamps # 14-15 and 19-20 R. P. Plate
#20661. Also the following on this:

# 2—Dot in “A” of “STATES.”

# §—8pot above Rochamheau’s eyes.

# 20—Spot above Washington's left eye.

# 28—Vertical upward layout line from “T" of “STATES.”

# 31—Black dot in end of “WASHINGTON" label.

*Nouble transfer in “S" and “G" of “POSTAGE” stamp # 45, R. P, Plate
20482,

"Ruﬁ.}' searf pin”’ on Washington's portrait z 41 R, P. Plate # 20482.

Faint scratch through letters “ATES" of “STATES' on stamp #7 R. P.
Plate # 20646, Comes with and without serateh.

Damaged transfer, bottom frame line broken on stamp #9, R. P. Plate
#20646.

*Double transfer. On black plate F 20477, the second stamp in the top
row of the right pane, there is a double transfer of the vignette. The
black shading lines to the left of the De Grasse portrait are doubled
and also very little to the right of the portrait of Washington,

Minor frame line breaks, a possible defective transfer of the light border
line perhaps, such as #9, Right # 20646, #48 Right # 20488, #25
Left #20668 and # 26 Right # 20668,

Color dots, possibly in some cases plate layout lines or position dots, ap-
pear constantly on #4 Right # 20480, and #41 and %48 Right
# 20486,

Plates used: First layout:
Border plates—Red numbers:

#20461—62, 63, 64, 65, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, §3, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88

Vignette plates—Black numbers:

#20470—72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77
#20504—05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 97, 98, 99
#20600—01, 02



130 INITED STATES PostAcE Stames or THE 20rH CENTURY

All combinations of these are known.

Plates used: Second layout:
Border plates—Red numbers:
100 subjects #20646—47, 48, 49, 68, 69, 70, 71
Vignette plates—Black numbers:
50 subjects #20650—51, 52, 53, b6, 57, 68, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66,
67

Combinations of the second layout known to exist on both right and left
panes:

# 20650 with x 20646—47, 49
20650 with  20646—47, 48, 49
20652 with 20649
20653 with  20646—49
20656 with  20646—47, 48, 49
20657 with 20668
20658 with 20668
20659 with  20646—48
20660 with 20670
20662 with 20668

All others are known in ecombinations with either the right or left pane.

Plates not used: First layout: Frame Plates # 2045859, 60
20585—86, 87, 88, 89, %0, 91, 92
Vignette Plates 7 20471
20603—04

Number issued: First layout: 22,691,400
Second layout:  2.315,000

NOTES



CHAPTER XXVI

WASHINGTON BICENTENNIAL ISSUE

1932

HE Post Office Department having issued numerous stamps celebrating

I anniversaries of principal events of the Revolutionary War, it was natu-

ral to assume that as the 200th anniversary of the birth of George

Washington approached the Post Office might be expected to issue a series of
stamps commemorating the birth of the ercatest hero of the Revolution.

On December 2, 1924, an Act creating the Washington Bicentennial Com-
mission was approved by Congress and shortly thereafter the Post Office De-
partment started preliminary work on a special series.  Aside from the decision
to issue sueh stamps little else was done for some time, the Department keeping
their plans a seeret for fear of being deluged with mail long before the prepara-
tion of the actual stamps became necessary. On April 15, 1930, the United
States George Washington Bicentennial Commission formally requested the De-
partment to issue a series of stamps to commemorate the Bicentennial.

In the latter part of 1930 collectors wrote to the Post Office Department
suggesting designs for the contemplated series. Among the snggestions received
in the fall of 1930 was one by George D. Pettit of Waterport, New York, who
suggested a series of five values, rectangular in shape and bicolored. His sug-
gestions included for the 1 Cent, Mount Vernon: 2 Cent, Crossing the Dela-
ware; 3 Cent, Valley Forge; 4 Cent, George and Martha Washington; 5 Cent,
Washington on Horseback; and 10 Cent, the Washington Monument. Inasmuch
as plans for the celebration of the Bicentennial of George Washington’s birth
were contemplated quite some time prior to the anniversary date it was felt
that some exceptionally fine stamps could be turned out. The philatelic press
generally suggested pietorial stamps.

The first definite information that these stamps would be issued was on
November 13, 1930, due to the discovery of a portrait of George Washington
which had hung for years at the Westmoreland Club in Richmond, and was
believed fo be the work of Robert Peel. This represented Washington as a
colonial officer of about the period of the Braddock campaign. It was hailed as
an opportune find by Postmaster General Brown, and according to a press report,
his delight in finding this portrait was that the Department was hunting authen-
tic Washington portraits for a series of stamps to be issued in conneetion with
the bicentennial celebration in 1932. At that time Postmaster General Brown
stated: **We hope to show in stamps Washington as a vouth, as a eivil en-
gineer, as a commander-in-chief in the Army, and so on through life.”” At that
time the Postmaster General was reported as having stated that there would be
cighteen values, and it was believed that an entire new issue, up to and including
the $5. value would appear.

On January 20, 1931, Congressman Campbell of Pennsylvania introduced
in the House of Representatives Bill No. 16382, reading as follows:

“To provide for issuing of postage stamps in commemoration of the 200th anni-
versary of the birth of George Washington. Be it enacted by the Senate and the
House of Representatives of American Congress Assembly, that on and after Janu-
ary 1, 1932, and continuing until December 31, 1932, all postage stamps offered for
sale through the United States and Insular possessions, of whatsoever color or de-
nomination, shall bear the portrait of George Washington.”
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This bill was referred fo the Post Office Committee. However, it was
not believed it would be passed in its original form, as at that time the Depart-
ment contemplated using scenes connected with the life of Washington as well
as one joining the portrait of Martha and George Washington. It had been the
general belief that these stamps might be issued sometime around the middle of
1931, so that the Bicentennial celebration might be well advertised in advance.

However, it was reported from Washington on February 19, 1931, by Rep-
resentative . R. Ackerman of New .Jersey that the Postmaster General had ap-
proved the proposed 2 Cent, 6 Cent, and 10 Cent Washington stamps, but that
they would appear on January 1st and not before,

The original designs as prepared by the artists of the Bureau of Engraving
actually did consist of pietorial views in the life of Washington. They were
rectangular in shape and would eertainly have been a beautiful series,

At the time the pictorial stamps were being considered the Department was
planning to issue the Bicentennial stamps in several values above the ten cents,
and designs were preparved for the 14 Cent showing Washington’s birthplace
at Wakefield, Va.,—the 17 Cent, the Inaunguration March 4, 1793, and the 25
Cent, portraying his home life at Mount Vernon. (1llustrated.)

Photograph of Originnl Drawing Not Used.

It was the opinion of the Bicentennial Commission that the Houdon Bust
and the various paintings made during Washington's life were more truly
representative than would be historical paintings which were often inaccurate
and, in the final analysis, purely an artist’s conception. One of the most famous
of the historical paintings which has been the subjeet of mueh controversy as to
its ““truth’ is **Washington Crossing The Delaware’ without whieh no snch
series conld be eomplete, From the standpoint of accuracy the Commission no
doubt was correet, but from the artistic angle the other series would have been
far more attractive,

However, it was decided that for purposes of economy these stamps be of
single colors, and of the same size as the ordinary issue.  After the decision of
using portraits had been made it was at first decided to issue eleven values.



WastiNGroN BICENTENNIAL [ssUE 133

However, in the latter part of Febrnary it was announced by the Postmaster
General that this number had been inereased to twelve, to include the 114 Cent
that had previously been omitted. This value was used largely on third elass
mailings and in larger quantities than any other value except the 1 and 2 Cent.

It is of interest to note that the choice of the subjects of some of the paint-
ings used were influenced by various suggestions from stamp eollectors, Peter
Gouled was responsible for the choice of the Masonie portrait for the 9 Cent
stamps and M. Miller suggested many of the others, This seems to have been
of mueh help to the Commission as was evidenced by their awarding him a medal
for his cooperation. His suggestions ineluded the Houdon bust, Peele miniature,
and the Virginia Colonel, all of which were used,

The work of the new series advanced rapidly as soon as the decision as to
designs had been made, This was necessary as it was the intention of the De-
partment to have Bicentennial stamps in every post office prior to January 2nd,
the date of general issne to the public. On May 11th the Postmaster General
approved the 3 Cent and the 8 Cent; and on June 2nd the 1%, 2 and 7 Cent.
However, no report was made public regarding the designs for the various
stamps as the Bicentennial Commission desired to make a complete announce-
ment in regard to them. It was at first contemplated to issue the Bicentennial
designs of the 2 Cent value in booklet form, with a special ecommemorative cover,
endwise coiled stamps of 1 and 2 Cent, and sidewise coil for the 1, 2, 4, and 5
Cent denominations. IHowever, before any plates were made of the higher values
this plan was changed and plates were prepared only for the 2 Cent coils and
booklets.  The official notice follows :

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, October 1, 1931.

Postmasters and postal employees are notified that a series of special postage
stamps of 12 denominations, from one-half-cent to 10-cent, inclusive, is heing pre-
pared to commemorate the bicentennial anniversary of the birth of George Wash-
ington for issuance to postmasters and to be kept on sale to the public throughout
1932, The stamps are 75/100 inch by 87/100 inch in dimensions and have as the
central design a separate likeness of Washington modeled from the works of noted
artists. There will also be issued a special series of bicentennial stamped envelopes
bearing embossed stamps of distinctive design, The new stamps are described as
follows:

Bicentennial Stamps.

One-half cent,—The stamp is dark brown in color and has a flat paneled border
with darker interior over which is laid a circular panel in which appears the like-
ness of Washington taken from a miniature painted by Charles Wilson Peale, the
original of which is in the Metropolitan Museum of Art. The central design is bor-
dered by white inner and outer lines forming a narrow circular panel, within which,
across the top, is the legend “United States Postage' in white-faced Roman, the re-
mainder being filled in with laurel leaves. The circular panel is overlaid and sup-
ported at the base by a curved white ribbon containing the dates *“1732" at the left
and ““1932" at the vight, with the word “Washington' underneath across the center
of the ribbon. In each lower corner within a white edged circular panel is the frac-
tional numeral “% " in white Roman on a dark background. The circles are con-
nected by a horizontal panel containing the word “Cent” in white Roman letters.

One-cent.—The stamp is printed in green., Across the top is a flat panel con-
taining, in two horizontal lines, the words “United States Postage' in white-faced
Roman. The panel is supported at either end by vertical flat fluted columns, the
bases of which extend to the bottom of the stamp and hold in each lower corner a
white edged oval panel inclosing the numeral 1" in white Roman on a dark back-
ground. In the center of the stamp slightly overlapping the side columns is a large
oval with dark background and white line border containing a reproduction of the
profile bust of Washington by Jean Antoine Houdon made in 1785 and now in Mount
Vernon. Across the base of the oval is a white-ribbon panel containing in dark
Gothie lettering the name “Washington” in the center and the dates "1732" at the
left and “1932'" at the right. In a horizontal line across the base of the stamp is
the word “Cent’” in white Roman on a dark background.
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One-and-one-half-cent.—The stamp is light brown in color with a narrow white
border within which in the upper part is a flat tinted panel inclosing a background
of darker shade. Extending fo the top of the stamp is a semicircular panel with
white edges and dark ground, resting at either end on fluted side columns which rise
slightly above midway of the stamp. Within this panel appear the words “United
States Postage" in white faced Roman. At the base of the column in each lower
corner is a small rectangular panel with beveled upper corners containing the figure
115" in white-faced Roman on a solid ground. The small panels are connected by
a horizontal panel with dark ground, containing the word “Cents” in white Roman.
In the space under the arch in the central part of the stamp is a likeness of Wash-
ington modeled from a painting known as the Virginia Colonel made at Mount Ver-
non in 1772 by Charles Wilson Peale, the original of which is now in Washington
and Lee University. At the base of the portrait is a white-ribbon panel containing
the word “Washington' in the center and the dates “1732" at the left and “1932"
at the right in the curved ends which extend slightly upward and overlap the lower
ends of the side columns.

Two-cent.—The stamp is printed in red and is inclosed in a narrow white-line
border with small ornaments resembling fleur-de-lis in each upper corner. Beginning
slightly above the center on either side and reaching the top is a semiecircular panel
with the words *‘United States Postage” in white Roman on a solid background.
The ends of the panel are supporied by acanthus scrolls rising from upright ovals in
each lower corner, Within these ovals with white edges is the Roman numeral 2%
in white on a solid background. At the bhase of the stamp between the ovals is a
white bordered panel with the word “Cents" in white Roman letters on a solid back-
ground. In the center of the stamp with a dark background is the likeness of Wash-
ington by Gilbert Stuart from a painting made at Germantown, Pa., in 1796, known
as the Atheneum portrait, the original of which is now in the Boston Museum of
Fine Arts. On a white ribbon below the portrait is the name “Washington"” in dark
Roman lettering. On the raised ends of the ribbon are the dates “1732" at the left
and *“1932" at the right.

Three-cent.—The stamp is printed in purple ink and is inclosed in a white line
border. In a curved panel having white edges and solid background across the top
of the stamp are the words “United States Postage' in white Roman letters. The
panel is supported at each end by small acanthus serolls. In each upper corner of
the stamp is a small sunken triangle, In each lower corner is a ecircle with white
edge inclosing the white Roman numeral “3" on a dark background. Across the
bottom of the stamp connecting the circles is a narrow panel containing the word
“Cents” in white Roman on a solid background. Above the panel is a ribbon with
the name “Washington” in small dark Roman lettering, On the ends of the ribbon,
which are curved upward to rest over the circles are the dates 1732 at the left
and “1932" at the right. In the central part of the stamp is the likeness of Wash-
ington in the uniform of a general with cocked hat reprcduced from a portrait by
Charles Wilson Peale painted at Valley Forge in 1777. The original portrait is now
in the State Normal School at West Chester, Pa,

Four-cent.—The stamp is printed in warm brown and has a narrow rectangular
border indented at the sides and ends., Across the top of the stamp in a narrow
double-curved, white-edged panel are the words ‘““United States Postage’ in two
lines in white Roman letters on solid background. The panel is widened at the
center to accommodate the last word, and the ends of the widened portion are sup-
ported by acanthus scrolls which rise from either side of the large oval occupying
the central part of the stamp. Within the large oval is the likeness of Washington
taken from a painting by Charles Wilson Peale in 1777, now in the possession of
Mr. William Patten, Rhinebeck, N. Y. Below the portrait in a curved white ribbon
in dark Gothic lettering is the name “Washington ™ In the center are the dates
“1732'" at the left and **1932" at the right. In each lower corner is a circular panel
with dark ground and white edge with the numeral “4" in white Roman, Between
the circles in a narrow white bordered panel curved to conform with the ribbon
ahove is the word *““Cents’ in white Roman letters,

Five-cent.—The stamp, printed in blue, is bordered by a beveled edge panel in-
dented at the sides and ends. Across the top in a double curve in white Roman
letters are the words “United States Postage' in two lines. On each side of the
word “‘Postage’ is a small acanthus scroll, In the center of the stamp is a large
dark shield with white-line border containing the likeness of Washington from a
painting by Charles Wilson Peale made in 1795, and now in the possession of the
New York Historical Society, On a curved ribbon below the portrait are the dates
“1732" at the left and *“1932" at the right, and the name “Washington' in the
center in dark Gothic lettering., In each lower corner is a rectangular shaped panel
containing the numeral “5" in white Roman with dark background,

Six-cent.—The stamp is printed in orange color. The stamp is inclosed by a
rectangular panel with white edge forming a frame for the central design repre-
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senting Washington in the uniform of a general reproduced from a painting by John
Trumbull in 1792, now in Yale University. Over the head is a narrow semicircular
panel with white-line border and solid background extending, at the center, to the
top of the stamp. Within thiz panel are the words “United States Postage' in
white Roman letters on a solid background. The panel is supported on either side
by small acanthus scrolls. In each upper corner is a triangular sunken panel with
white edge and darker interior. In each lower corner is an upright oval with white
edge containing the numeral “6" in white Roman on a solid background. At the
base in a horizontal line between the ovals is the word “Cents" in white Roman,
Under the portrait is a curved white ribbon bearing in the center the name "“"Wash-
ington” in dark Roman lettering. On the ends of the ribbon, which rest at the top
of the ovals on either side, are the dates “1732" at the left and *“1932" at the right.

Seven-cent.—The stamp is printed in black ink with white edge and gray pan-
elled border on the sides and top. The upright panels are slightly indented at the
sides. Inside the border is a background of darker gray. Along the upper edge of
the stamp in a horizontal line are the words “United States Postage” in white Ro-
man. In each lower corner iz a circle with white edge and black ground inclosing
the numeral “7" in white Roman. The circles are connected by a white edged panel
containing the word “Cents’” in white Roman on a dark background. In the center
of the stamp is a large oval with light background and white border which contains
a likeness of Washington in a colonial uniform showing the head and bust repro-
duced from a full length portrait painted by John Trumbull in 1780, the original of
which is now in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Below the portrait is a double
curved white ribbon bearing in the center in black Roman lettering the name “Wash-
ington.” On the raised ends of the ribbon are the dates “1732" at the left and
“1932" at the right.

Bight-cent.—The stamp is of olive green color and is inclosed in a white line
border. In a large upright oval in the center of the stamp is a profile bust portrait
of Washington facing to the left, reproduced from a crayon drawing made from life
by Charles B. J. Saint Memin at Philadelphia in 1798. Inclosing the central oval
is a narrow panel with white edges and dark ground containing the inscription
“United States Postage’ in white Roman letters. On either side of the central oval
near the top is shown the upper corner of a shieldlike inner panel. In each lower
corner in an upright rectangular panel with white edge and double curved top is
the numeral “8" on a dark background. At the base of the stamp in a narrow white
edged panel between the numerals is the word “Cents” in white Roman on a dark
background. At the base of the central oval is a white ribbon with the name ‘““Wash-
ington" in dark lettering in the center and on the curved and raised ends the dates
#1732 at the left and “1932" at the right.

Nine-cent.—The stamp is printed in pink with a white-line border. At the
center in a large panel rectangular in shape below, oval and slightly widened in the
upper portion, is the likeness of Washington modeled from a pastel portrait in the
possession of the Masonic lodge of Alexandria, Va., for whom it was drawn from life
by W. Williams in 1794, Above the central panel in a double curved white ribbon
with scrolled ends are the words “‘United States Postage' in dark Roman. In each
lower corner of the stamp is the numeral “9" in white Roman. In a horizontal line
at the base between the numerals is the word “Cents’ in white Roman. On a white
ribbon at the base of the portrait within the central panel is the name “Washing-
ton’” in dark Roman. In the curved ends of the ribbon above the numerals are the
dates “1732" at the left and “1932" at the right. Rising from each ribbon end is
a small laurel branch.

Ten-cent.—The stamp is orange in color. The sides and top are slightly in-
dented along the center and are bordered by a narrow panel having dark center and
white edges. In the upper part, overlapping the border at the top and sides is a
narrow white-edged panel with double curve and small acanthus secrolls at either
end containing in two lines the words “United States Postage' in white Roman let-
ters on a dark background. The panel is widened at the center to provide space
for “‘Postage.” 1In the center of the stamp is a large oval with white edge and dark
ground inclosing the portrait of Washington taken from a painting by Gilbert Stuart
in 1795, known as the Vaughan portrait and owned by 8. P. Avery. Within the oval
under the portrait is a narrow curved panel with white edge and dark ground con-
taining in Gothic lettering the name “Washington’ in the center and the dates on
either side, 1732’ at the left and **1932" at the right. In each lower corner is a
white-edged panel, slightly shield shaped on the bottom line, in which appears the
numeral ““10"" in white Roman on a dark background. At the base of the stamp in
a horizontal line is the word “Cents” in white Roman letters on a dark background.

In the beginning, the bicentennial stamps will be issued in sheets only and post-
masters are directed not to submit requisitions for these stamps in coil form until
notified by the department that such stock is available,

Postmasters at direct and central accounting post offices are directed to submit
requisitions to the department not later than November 15 for an initial supply of
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bicentennial stamps in sheets in denominations of one-half cent to 10-cent, inclu-
sive, as needed to conform to the local public demand for placing on sale January 2.
Requisitions must be plainly marked ‘“Washington Bicentennial.” As advance ship-
ment will be made, postmasters are cautioned to exercise proper care to positively
prevent any of the bicentennial stamps from being offered for sale prior to January
2, 1932, Central accounting postmasters will requisition sufficient stocks of bicen-
tennial stamps to meet the local demand and for the filling of district post office
requisitions, Until otherwise directed, all stamps in denominations from one-half
cent to 10 cent, inclusive, on district post office requisitions after January 1 should
be filled with bicentennial stamps.

For the benefit of stamp collectors and others who may be interested, the
Washington bicentennial stamps and stamped envelopes will be first offered for sale
on January 1, 1932, at the post office, Washington, D, C., and on the same date at
the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department, In view of the limited facilities avail-
able, and large number of stamps and stamped envelopes included in the bicenten-
nial issue, it will not be possible in this instance for first-day covers to be prepared
for collectors in the Washington post office or Philatelic Agency. The facilities of
the department are being taxed to the utmost in cooperation with the Bicentennial
Commission, to have advance disiribution made of the bicentennial stamps and
stamped envelopes so that the new commemorative issue may be placed on sale at
post offices generally throughout the country on January 2, which, with other con-
ditions, makes it impossible to offer the customary free services to stamp collectors
in the preparation of first-day covers., Collectors and dealers requiring such ser-
vice are, therefore, requested to make private arrangements for the preparing of the
bicentennial covers to bear the firsi-day cancellation of January 1, 1932. Collectors
who are connected with the various philatelic societies should be able to arrange
through local members for the facilities desired,

F. A, TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Beeause of the Yorktown stamps getting into eireulation prior to the official
date of release the Post Office Department issued the following notice on Novem-
ber 4th :

WASHINGTON BICENTENNIAL STAMPS AND STAMPED ENVELOPES

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, November 4, 1931.

The special attention of postmasters and postal employees at direct and central
accounting post offices is called to the instructions in the POSTAL BULLETIN of
September 29 and beginning on page 17 of the October Guide, concerning the forth-
coming issue of bicentennial stamps and stamped envelopes. Postmasters are advised
that distribution of bicentennial envelopes to post offices is now in progress and the
shipment of bicentennial stamps will be begun at an early date,

Postmasters are again notified that these advance shipments of bicentennial
stamps and stamped envelopes must be retained intact in the post office until Janu-
ary 2, 1932, on which date, BUT NOT BEFORE, the commemorative stamps and
envelopes will be placed on sale to the public,

The first-day sale of the bicentennial stamps and stamped envelopes will be
restricted to Washington, D. C., and postmasters at all other post offices are directed
to see that their advance shipments of the new commemorative stamps and envelopes
are adequately safeguarded to prevent the sale or removal from the post office of
any of the stock before January 2, 1933, In this connection, attention is invited to
the special instructions in the POSTAL BULLETIN of October 16 headed “Com-
memorative Postage Stamps’ which must be explicitly adhered to.

As stated in the original notice, it will not be possible, hecause of the volume
of work involved, for the Washington post office or the Philatelic Agency to prepare
first-day covers of the bicentennial stamps and stamped envelopes for collectors.
Therefore, all requesis to the Postmaster, Washington, D. C., or the Philatelic Agen-
cy, for first-day covers of the Washington bicentennial stamps and stamped envelopes
will be returned to the sender unfilled.

The Department has also been informed that many requests for first-day covers
are being received from collectors by the Washington Bicentennial Commission,
Washington, D. C., and the chamber of commerce, Washington, D. C., which, like-
wise, can not be accepted., These organizations have advised the department that
they have no facilities or funds available for the handling of such stamp covers.

It will, therefore, be necessary for collectors desiring bicentennial first-day
covers to arrange for the service with some private individual or business concern.
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Postmasters may advise loeal collectors who make inquiry that many of the leading
philatelic magazines, such as the Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News, Portland, Me., Linn’s
Weekly Stamp News, Columbus, Ohio, and the Stamp Collectors Magazine, Richmond,
Va., as shown by complimentary copies received in the department, are now carry-
ing the advertisements of numerous concerns that offer to supply bicentennial
covers at a nominal charge. No doubt other philatelic publications, having as sub-
scribers members of the various philatelic societies throughout the country, are
carrying the announcements of collectors and dealers who will perform this first-day
service,

Collectors who are interested may also be advised ihat the department will not
provide a special cachet for use on bicentennial first-day covers mailed at the Wash-
ington, (D. C.) post office on January 1, 1932,

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

These stamps were first delivered to post offices on November 12th, and
the notice of November 4th was made in anticipation of this early delivery.

In spite of this additional caution against any pre-issue of Bicentennial
stamps, it was reported in the BUREAU SPECIALIST for December 1931 that
the 2 Cent value has made its initial appearance on a non-philatelic cover dated
November 18th. Several other covers were reported in the latter part of Decem-
ber. This was very probably due to certain small post offices having run out of
their regular stamp supply, two covers being received from Crisfield, Md., one
dated December 29th and another one December 31st, both using the 2 Cent
denomination. On January 1, 1932, the Bicentennial stamps were officially
placed on sale at Washington, D. €. It was elaimed that over a million covers
were mailed from there the first day, and the resultine publicity in newspapers
all over the country did much to increase the number of collectors and spread
the gospel of philately. The following day these stamps were placed on sale in
every post office in the country,

During the previous years the use of cachets conumemorating special events
had grown to considerable proportion. It was therefore decided by the Bieen-
tennial Commission that the Department be requested to use special cachets
at various opportune times during the Bicentennial year. The first such event
planned was for Washington’s birthday, and on February 3rd the Post Office
issued the following notice :

POSTMARK OF MOUNT VERNON (VA.) POST OFFICE ON FEBRUARY 22

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, February 3, 1932.

In order that reliable information may be furnished local stamp collectors and
other patrons who make inquiry at post offices with reference to the securing of the
postmark of the Mount Vernon (Va.) post office on mail matter bearing stamps of
the Washington Bicentennial series, postmasters are advised that in consideration
of the widespread interest already shown, special provision will be made for the
postmarking of this bicentennial mail matter at the Mount Vernon (Va.) post office
on February 22, which marks the official opening of the nation-wide celebration of
the two hundredth anniversary of the birth of the first President.

In authorizing the February 22 cancellation, the department is cooperating
with the George Washington Bicentennial Commission, which has provided a special
cachel depicting Wakefield, the birthplace of Washington, which will be placed on
letters mailed at Mount Vernon on February 22, in addition to the postmark.

Collectors who desire this special service may send a reasonable number of let-
ters, properly stamped and addressed, under cover to the Postmaster, Mount Vernon,
Va., well in advance of the date in order that the necessary arrangements may be
made for the special cachet prior to postmarking and mailing on February 22. The
outside of the wrapper containing the letters to the Postmaster, Mount Vernon,
should be indorsed “For February 22 Cancellation.”” Covers sent by mail must be
dispatched in time to reach the Postmaster, Mount Vernon, not later than Febru-
ary 19.

No special postage stamps will be issued on this date as the bicentennial stamps
placed on sale January 1 are particularly appropriate for use on this mail.
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THE POSTMASTER, MOUNT VERNON, WILL NOT FILL MAIL ORDERS FOR
STAMPS AND ALL COVERS WHICH DO NOT HAVE STAMPS AFFIXED IN THE
PROPER AMOUNT WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR POSTMARKING.

Under no circumstances shall cash, checks, postal money orders, or other forms
of remittance be sent to the Postmaster, Mount Vernon, for any purpose whatever.

This special February 22 mail will be machine canceled with the regular Mount
Vernon postmark with the exception of the covers bearing blocks or combinations
of stamps, which will be postmarked with the usual hand stamp.

The Wakefield cachet to be applied to this mail is separate and distinet from
the postmark and is being provided by the George Washington Bicentennial Com-
mission as a special feature of the opening of the anniversary celebration. Clear
space of approximately 2% by 314 inches should be allowed on the left side of covers
to accommodate the special cachet.

Provision will also be made for the placing of a collection box outside the en-
trance gate at Mount Vernon for the convenience of collectors who desire to deposit
their mail personally.

The attention of the department has also been called to requests of collectors
for Wakefield, Va.., cancellations on February 22, George Washington was born at
Wakefield, Westmoreland County, Va., where there is now no post office by that
name. The Wakefield, Va, post office listed in the United States Official Postal Guide
is in Suffolk County, Va., and bears no relation to the birthplace of Washington,

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Though not as popular as the first day sale, the quantity of cacheted covers
from Wakefield again became “‘news’” to the press throughout the nation.

For quite some years prior to the bicentennial of Washington’s birth Masons
throughout the country had subscribed to a fund for the erection of a Washing-
ton Memorial Masonic Temple at Alexandria, Va., in which lodge he had been
the Master. This was to be opened on May 12th, 1932, with appropriate cere-
monies. The local Chamber of Commerce planned an unofficial cachet for this
event, but the Department was asked to cooperate, and an official cachet was
announced in the following notice :

SPECIAL CACHET AT ALEXANDRIA, VA, ON MAY 12

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, April 13, 1932,

For the information of local stamp collectors and other patrons who may he
interested, postmasters are notified that the department is cooperating with the
Alexandria, (Va.) Chamber of Commerce in sponsoring special mailings from the
local post office on May 12, the dedication date of the George Washington Masonic
National Memorial.

The chamber of commerce has prepared a suitable cachet depicting the memorial
temple and showing the dedication date for use on the special mail dispatched
through the local post office on the date of the celebration, which will be in addition
to the regular postmark.

Postmasters should advise local patrons who make inquiry that stamped ad-
dressed covers to receive the special cachet should be sent under separate wrapper,
plainly addressed, to the Chamber of Commerce, Alexandria, Va., and conspicuously
indorsed on the face “For eancellation May 12."”

In consideration of the fact that the furnishing of the special cachet is being
undertaken by a private organization, the number of covers sent should be restrict-
ed to a reasonable quantity, and collectors should not request the return of covers
by registered mail.

Postmasters may also advise local stamp collectors who make inquiry that the
9-cent stamp of the bicentennial issue bears the likeness of Washington modeled
from a pastel portrait painted by W. Williams in 1794, the original of which is now
in the possession of the Alexandria Masonic Lodge.

A special collection box for mail matter to receive the special cachet and May
12 postmark will be installed in the Alexandria post office for the benefit of collectors
and dealers who desire to deposit their mailings in person.

In applying the special cachet to the May 12 covers the Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce will endeavor to perform satisfactory service, but they have informed the
department that they can not be responsible for any errors, omissions, etc.

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.
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An elaborate ceremony officiaily opened the new Masonic Temple and
Masons from all sections of the country took part. It was estimated that about
200,000 covers received the official cachet that day, a large part of them being
franked with the nine cent stamp which displayed the Masonie portrait in the
new temple, :

A replica of Federal Hall, the first Capitol Building of the United States,
was erected in Bryant Park in New York City. At the request of the New York
Bicentennial Commission the Post Office Department authorized a series of
twelve eachets to be applied to mail sent from a temporary post office located
in this building on certain days, commemorating the important events in the
early life of the country. The post office in this building was first opened for
business on August 5th, and remained active until November 26th. The official
notice deseribing the series of cachets follows :

SERIES OF “NEW YORK-GEORGE WASHINGTON-FEDERAL HALL" CACHETS

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washingion, July 29, 1932.

For the information of stamp collectors and other patrons who may be inter-
ested, postmasters are advised that with approval and cooperation of the depart-
ment, the New York City George Washington Bicentennial Commission is preparing
a series of 12 official cachets for the various anniversary dates indicated below to
commemorate important events in the life of George Washington that occurred in
New York City and viecinity,

As a feature of the local bicentennial celebration the New York Bicentennial
Commission has constructed in Bryant Park back of the Public Library, corner of
Fifth Avenue and Forty-second Street, a reproduction of the original “Federal Hall"”
which was the first Capitol Building of the United States, A temporary postal
station will be established in this building, effective August 5, 1932, through which
mail matter bearing the cachets will be dispatched. This mail will also be post-
marked with a special cancelling die reading: “Federal Hall Station. New York,
N X

Special cachets will be provided as follows:

August 7, 1789—Washington signed the act creating the Department of War,
and also signed the act creating the Northwest Territory and appointing a governor
thereof,

August 12, 1790—Final session of Congress held in Federal Hall, New York,
adjourning to meet at its next session in Philadelphia, our second capital city.

August 27, 1776—The Battle of Long Island.

September 2, 1790—Washington signed an act creating the Treasury Depart-
ment,

September 16, 1776—Battle of Harlem Heights, near present location of Grant's
Tomb.

September 17, 1790—Constitution Day.

September 22, 1789—Washington signed an act for the temporary establish-
ment of a Post Office Department.

September 24, 1789—Washington signed an act creating the judicial courts of
the United States, including the organization of the Supreme Court.

October 15, 1789-—Washington left New York City for a 30-day four of the
New England and Eastern States, ‘“to acquire knowledge of the face of the country,
the growth and agriculture thereof, and the temper and disposition of the inhabi-
tants toward the new Government.”

November 11, 1796—TFinal session of the New York State Assembly held in Fed-
eral Hall, New York, adjourning to meet at its next session in Albany, the perma-
nent New York capital eity.

November 16, 1776—Battle of Fort Washington and its surrender, with 2,000
men, to the British.

November 25, 1783 —Washingion reentered New York City, as the British troops
evacuated the city and embarked for England.

Collectors desiring commemorative covers with the special cachets on the above
anniversary dates may send a reasonable number of stamped addressed envelopes
to the New York City George Washington Bicentennial Commission. Federal Hall,
Bryant Park, New York, N. Y.

To facilitate the proper handling. covers for each event must positively be sent
under separate inclosure, conspicuously marked on the face to show date of cachet
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and ecancellation desired. Under no circumstances should covers for different dates
be sent under the same wrapper.

No special postage stamps will be issued for these events as stamps of the cur-
rent Washingion Bicentennial series can be appropriately used on the covers., NG
provision will be made for the sending of covers by registered mail. Compliance
can not be made with requesis for the aflixing of stamps to covers.

Every reasonable precaution will be taken to furnish satisfactory cachet and
postmark impressions on covers submitted by collectors for the various dates, but
neither the department nor the New York Bicentennial Commission assumes respon-
sibility for loss of covers in transit or for minor irregularities due, directly or indi-
rectly, to failure of the sender to comply with the printed instructions,

. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Throughout the bicentennial year numerous irdividuals supplied local
cachets from various events, but these do not rank in importance with the official
cachets authorized by the Post Office Department, and not being ““official " we do
not list them.

By the middle of March of the bicentennial year the Post Office Department
found they still had available a sufficient quantity of coils and booklets to last
to the end of the year, and it was therefore decided not to issue the Bicentenial
stamps except in sheet form,

All values of this series were printed on rotary presses and were perforated
11x10%. The plates consisted of four panes of one hundred subjeets each,
divided by a horizontal and vertical gutter of five sixteenths of an inch.  As
in the case of previous rotaries each plate contained four plate numbers, these
being in each of the four outside corners of the plate, one to a pane.

Due to the faet that this series was on sale for the entire year, they were
given eareful study by collectors with the result that there are more known plate
varieties of these stamps than on any previous issue, ordinary or commemora-
tive.

In previous issues the stamps had been rocked in endwise, and by this
method of plate making the designs which had shifted on the transfer press
showed some lines doubled at top or bottom. With this issue they were rocked
in sidewise and by this new method of entering a plate the shifts were on the
sides of the design instead of at the top or bottom.

A new type of “‘variety’’ was also frequently noticed for the first time in
this issue. This consisted of a well defined ““grill’” on the stamps of the two
outer rows of numerous three cent plates. (This no doubt exists on other values
but all eopies seen by us were on the three cent.) This “grill’” consisted of a
series of triangular identations about one half inch square or less. They were
caused by the under knurled roller on the perforating machine. In numerous
cases where the *“orills’” were found on the back of the stamps the front was
stained with a series of spots usually three to five in number. In the Bureau
Specialist for November 1932 these were explained by H. M. Southgate as fol-
lows:

“The paper on the rotary perforating machines is drawn through by a pair of
rollers located between the vertical perforating wheels and the horizontal perforating
bars. The top roller is smooth but the under roller which presses against the gum-
med side of the roll of paper is knurled.

There may be a deposit of pulverized gum and ink that collects on the frame
work of the machine that may fall in the upper or printed side of the roll of paper.
The smooth roll usually will pass this dust along with the paper but at times the
roller will cateh a little which then accumulates, forming a hard scale on the roll
that in time will be thick enough to press the paper into the knurled lower roll at
that spot and leave the grilling effect. Occasionally the perforating wheels are
rubbed over with an oily brush and the dust accumulation consequently will contain
some oil which is forced out by the pressure of the rolls and darkens the face of the
stamp at the grilled point,
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These grills are irregular in shape and apparently occur usually on the marginal
row of stamps, the vibration of the machine probably tending to shake the dust on
the frame to the side, where the driving gears are located. That this grill is due to
the knurled perforating roll and not to the grippers is certain, as the grippers on
the press do not cateh the paper beyond the unprinted margin, While the embossing
may appear to be under the gum this eannot be so, as there ig no knurled roller on
the press, the only roller capable of leaving its mark being that deseribed on the
perforator.”

The large number of plate varvieties discovered naturally inereased the mum-
ber of collectors specializing in this issue, and as a vesult of their studies it is
possible today to locate by plate and pane position every Bicentennial variety.
Some of these varieties were of major interest and importance, others of course
being minor. We have illustrated the major varieties. These were drawn by
George R. M. Ewing espeeially for “*STAMPS’’ and are used by permission.

On July 6th the Post Office Department onee again returned to the three
cent rate for first elass mail, and for the balance of the year this value was in
great demand. The ehange from a minor place in the popular usage to one of
major importance caused an immediate shortage of this value and the three cent
value was the first of the Bicentennial issue to disappear from post offices.

On September 17th the Information Service of the Post Office Department
announced that the printing of Bicentennial stamps would be discontinued
Oectober 1st, in the hopes that the available stoek on hand would be used up by
the end of December. Some postmasters thought it was intended to diseontinue
the sale of these stamps December 31, 1932, and it was necessary for the Third
Assistant Postmaster General to issue an order dated January 4, 1933, that such
was not the intention of the Department, and that the stamps were to continue
to be sold until exhansted.
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THE METROM
r

The Charles Wilson Peele Miniature,

#704—1 Cent, Olive Brown. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%%.

Issued January 1, 1932,

This portrait of Washington was reported by the Bicentennial Commis-
sion as being taken from the Charles Wilson Peele miniature now in the Hunt-
ington Colleetion at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City, stating
that it represented Washineton at the age of twenty-five. We have illustrated
the original wash drawing made for this stamp and it will be noted that Wash-
ington’s portrait consists of engraved lines instead of brush marks as would be
the case if the stamp had been photographed or drawn from the miniature. Tt

Photograph of Original Drawing Used with Modifieations,

therefore seems to us that this stamp must have been based on the engraving
by J. de Mare, after the Peele miniature, made by him especially for Wash-
ington Irving’s ‘‘Life of Washington.”” It was in this book that the error of
the date of the portrait first oceurred, as it was accompanied by a faesimile of a
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letter written in 1757. At the time when Washington was twenty-five years of
age Peele was but sixteen and had not as yet started on an artistie career, and
it is practically certain that this picture does not represent Washington at the
age of twenfy-five. The vignette was engraved by .J. (!. Benzing after a draw-
ing by C. A. Huston, and the engraving of the frame and letfering was exeented
by D. R. McLeod, of the Burean of Engraving and Printing.

In the past the Bureau of Engraving and Printing had discovered that
brown inks seemingly wore out plates quicker than almost any other eolor. Tt
is therefore quite likely that this same ink was responsible for the many “spot’’
varieties on this value as well as the 114 and 4 cent stamps of this issue.

There is but one major plate variety of this stamp, the well known broken
cirele, and this being near a plate number was saved in sufficient guantities to
prevent it from becoming a rarity. This variety was also one of the first to be
discovered.

Ten plates were made for this value, of which six were used.

Shades: Olive brown, deep olive brown, dull olive brown, dark olive brown,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Defective transfer,
¢: Broken ecirele.
d: Plate flaws as follows:

20569—TU. L. 15 Small dot on bridge of nose.

18 Gash at bottom of circle around right numeral “%" causing
outside cirele to appear broken,
33 Dot joined by line to extreme upper left corner of design.
67 Stain on 1" and *“2" of right “3.”
% Broken Cirele
P v 20560 UR =N,
T ¢
20560—U. R. 8§ BROKEN CIRCLE UNDER LEFT *“31%."” (Illustrated.)
49 Vertical scratch on stoek around neck.
39 Gash under chin at left. Darker in some copies than in others,
May have been recut.
74 Defective transfer in frame line and left side of circle around
left ““15."
L.L. 8 Spot of color on “E" of “"CENT."”
34 Dot on tail of “T" of “CENT."”
206056—U. L. 16 Spot on forehead over eye at left,
36 Spot on forehead over eye at left.

Also numerous stains on and around stamps Nos. 16, 18, 26, 27,
28, 36, 37, 38, 46, 47, 48.
L. L. 84-85 Hair line circles in margin between. ALSO WITHOUT.
86—87 Hair line circles in margin between. ALSO WITHOUT.

20629—TU. R. T4 Short vertical scratch in stock,
L. R. 56 Small spot on stock below chin.
68 Short scratch on cheek at left, near ear.
95 Diagonal scratch in “N" of “CENT."”

Plates used: 20559—60
20605—29, 98, 99

Plates not used: 20700—01, 69, 70

Quantity issued: 87,978,600
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The Houdon Bust.

#705—1 Cent, Green. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x1015.

Issued January 1, 1932,

At the time the Department was still considering the use of pictorial de-
signs for this issne, a wash drawine was made for this value showing a view of
the Capitol at Washington (illustrated). DBut before the master dies were
started for this series the designs were changed to various portraits of Wash-
ington and collectors missed a most heantiful stamp.

I l'}\l‘l'l:ll) STATES POSTAGE)

Photogreaph of Orviginal Drawing Not Used.

It was first planned to use the “*Virginia Colonel” portrait by Peale for
this value and a wash drawing was prepaved, (illustrated.) This included the
use of the *“Colonel” title in the design but the design was changed to the
familiar Houdon bust and used in combination with the frame originally pre-
pared for the 2 Cent.

The portrait bust used was made from life by Jean Antoine Houdon in
1785 and has been since then in Mount Vernon. This has always been consid-
ered as one of the most aceurate portraits of George Washington, and was
selected as the official portrait by the Bicentennial Commission. The portrait
was engraved by J. Hissler and the lettering and frame by E. H. Helmuth,
after the sketch prepared by A. R. Meissner, all of the Burean of Engraving
and Printing,
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Proposed Use of the Virginia Colonel,
Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used.

This Design Was Used With Modifieations for the 1%e Stamp.

There are numerous major plate varieties of this value and many minor
ones. The list includes two breaks in the transfer roll used for most of the
early plates, two eracked plates and one very nnusual variety, ‘‘the ereseent on
the cheek,”” which was most likely cansed by a short hair falling on the transfer
roll and leaving its impression on the soft steel of the plate without affecting
the hardened transfer roll. There were numerous defeetive transfers, but only
one of the stains, similar to those found on the one half cent value.

With the rise in the letter rate to three cents there was a sudden inerease
in the demand for this value to be used on 2 cent stamped envelopes, and for
a while there was a shortage of 1 cent stamps in most of the larger ecities, neces-
sitating supplies being sent by air mail to the various main post offices for dis-
tribution. As a result of this shortage it was the second value to disappear
from cireulation and by the middle of October 1932 all 1 cent stamps had been
distributed by the Bureau.

Thirty plates were made for this stamp and all but two went to press. Plate
number blocks of the last two plates, Nos. 20843-44, were found to be searcer
than any of the others. Due to frequent printings there was considerable differ-
ence in the shades of green. Next to the 2 Cent this value was issued in a much
larger quantity than any of the other denominations, there being almost as
many as all the other values combined, excepting, of course, the 2 cent.

Shades: Yellowish green, bright yellowish green, deep yellowish green, bluish green,
blue green,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Broken relief on transfer roll.
¢: Defective transfer.
d: Plate defects as listed below:

20561—1. R. 90 BREARK IN UPPER RIGHT CORNER OF THE PEDIMENT.
(Mlustrated.)

Break in the Defeetive
_J Pediment. Transfer, 1 1737
o - WASHI

20561 UR =90, 205673 LR 65,
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20561—U. L.

L.
L.

20562—U.

L.

20573—1U.

U.

L.

20574—0.

U.

U.

L.

R.:

L.

L.
.

IJ.
R.

L.

IJ.
R.

R.
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t

G5

10
42
66
23

Short faint diagonal secratch touching upper frame line over
“8" of “STATES.” (Only on early printings.)

Gash on left “1" and another under “32" of “1732."" (Only on
late printings.)

Triangular spot of color on Washington's right chest over the
“2"of *'1732."

Lower frame lines thicker than usual.

Spot of color on white oval around bust., ALSO WITHOUT.
Line from edge of extreme upper left corner down to next pro-
jection below.

Diagonal serateh through vertical part of “E” of “UNITED.”
Dot on upper frame line over ““ED" of “UNITED.”

Dot of color under “C" of “CENT.”

Weak transfer at upper left corner of square around left “1."”
Defective transfer in oval shading between left side of ecircle
around left numeral and the ““1"; also a gash in the “N" of
“CENT."”

Dot of color on the “I" of “UNITED."”

Spot of color on white oval around bust, opposite forehead.
DEFECTIVE TRANSFER. LEFT SIDE OF STAMP LIGHT-
ER IN COLOR THAN REMAINDER. (Illustrated.)

MINOR BREAK IN TRANSFER ROLL UNDER *“C" OF
HYCENT” STARTED IN THIS PANE. (Illustrated.)

Spot of color on “S" of “POSTAGE."”

Dot of color on left numeral “‘1.”

Dot of color on “P" of “POSTAGE."”

Small break in left pillar, on the 8th vertical line from the left.

Two Dreaks

on the Same

Relief.

20654—1U.

L.
206565—L.
20690—L.

20691—10U.
20714—0.
U.

Starting 20574 UL #1. Starting 20654 UR 10,

R.

L.
L.

R.

R.
L. 8
R.

This Relief Was Used Up to and Including Plate 20715,

10

G0
bl
89
90

START OF TRANSFER ROLL BREAK IN THE PILASTER
CAP AT THE RIGHT OF THE PEDIMENT. (Ilustrated.)
This shows on all later one cent plates up to and including
20715,

Gash in “C" of “CENT" that runs up to just below the “A"” of
“WASHINGTON.”

Gash in top frame line above “UNITED."

Horizontal gash on upper left margin outside of design.

Small spot in center of chest under neck,

Scratch through “T" of “POSTAGE" and into the head. ALSO
WITHOUT.

Small mark on temple of head.

Curled line in left numeral “‘1."

DEFECTIVE “TE"™ IN “STATES" AND SMALL BURR ON
TOP FRAME LINE AT RIGHT. (Illustrated.)

Two dots on left numeral “1.”

N

Defective “TE" in STATES,™
20714 UR #7.
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20714—L. R. 86 DEFECTIVE TRANSFER IN LEFT PILLAR ABOVE THE
NUMERAL *“1.”
97 DEFECTIVE TRANSFER ABOVE “UNITED"” THAT IS MUCH
LIGHTER IN COLOR.

20715—U. R, 28 Short dash at extreme edge of shoulder at the left—not part of
the shading.
L. L. 97 Spot of color on left numeral *1.”

This was the last plate made with the defective transfer roll
starting at 20654 U, R, #10.
20739 New Transfer Roll used on this plate,

Defective Crescent on the Cheek.
Transfer 20730 UR Z74.
20714 LR SG.

20730—U.R. 74 CRESCENT SHAPED MARK ON THE RIGHT CHEEK. (Illus-
trated.)

20741—L. R. 99 Defective transfer on neck causing small white spot in shading.
20742 Cracked plate, These cracks were only found on the late print-
ings and strips from both U. R. and U. L. panes can be found
without the cracks.
—1 ] 2
AV S|
p) EE A — Ty —
{ — 1 1 [ I
. | e e
25 -~r
T
\ L
#1. #4. 5.

Cracked Plate, 20742 Ul.

20742—0U. L. 1 CRACK ON FOREHEAD OF BUST AND TWO CRACKS
CROSSING WHITE OVAL AT RIGHT. (Illustrated.)
4-5 CRACK RUNNING FROM INSIDE #4 ACROSS MARGIN AND
JUST INTO #5. (Illustrated.)
7-8 CRACK RUNNING FROM FRAME OF #7 ACROSS MARGIN
TO FRAME OF #8,
10 CRACK IN RIGHT SHEET MARGIN FROM FRAME OF #10
TO EDGE OF SHEET. SCRATCH ON SHOULDER AT LEFT.

1 =

=

IS I R R |

[—TFe¥ — Cracked

1 | | l J—
—_— — - l‘ 7 — Plate.
=S s %’\E nn i/4
-4

PLATE 20742 UR %3 PLATE 20742UR %6 -7
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20742—U. R. 1 CRACK IN LEFT SHEET MARGIN, CONTINUATION OF 20742
U. L. # 10,
34 TWO SMALL CRACKS IN MARGIN BETWEEN #3 AND #4.

(Illustrated.)
6—7 CRACK RUNNING FROM INSIDE # 6 ACROSS MARGIN TO

WHITE OVAL OF #7. (Illustrated.)

o L— Defective
WASH

Transfer.

20536 LL. oS,

DEFECTIVE TRANSFER IN LEFT IFRAME LINE OPPOSITE

20836—L. 1. 98
LEFT NUMERAL *“1.,” (Illustrated.)

Plates used: 20561—62, 73, T4
20654—>556, 90, 91, 92, 93
20714—15, 39, 40, 41, 42, 47, 66, 75, 76
20831—32, 35, 36, 39, 40, 43, 44

Plates not used: 20748—65

Quantity issued: 1,265,555,100

NOTES
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The Charles Wilson Peale Virginia Colonel,

#706—1Y; Cent, Brown. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x1015.

Issued January 1, 1932,

The original plans of the Post Office Department did not contemplate this
value and it was not until February 1931 that it was added to the others to
complete the full series from the half to the ten cent.

I't was first planned to use the ““ Atheneum’ portrait by Gilbert Stuart for
this value, but it was changed to the Charles Wilson Peale portrait of Wash-
ington as a Virginia Colonel, painted in 1772 at Mount Vernon. This painting
is the property of the Washington and Lee University., The stamp as issued
followed the general idea presented in the proposed use of the ““Virginia Col-
onel’” for the one cent, except that the words ** United States Postage’™ replaced
“Colonel George Washington,”” and the vear dates and the name were placed
just above the numerals and the word ““Cent.”’

There arve only two major varieties on this stamp although one pane con-
tained eleven that were clearly discernible in addition to one that is classified
as a major variety, These minor flaws all consist of a stain or series of stains
that were found constant on one stage of the use of the plate, but were all
lacking on copies from earlier printings. These were on the upper left pane of
plate No. 20634,

Here again it would seem to be a question of brown ink which probably
was the cause of the tronble. The defects on the various stamps were all like
stains, appearing on the colorless parts of the designs or in the gutters and each
being liehter in eolor than the actual printed stamps. This elearly indicated a
lack of depth of the plate defects and first called attention to the likelihood
that these and others of similar character might be “‘chrome defects.”

There was a wider variation in the shades of this stamp than on any of
the others. NSixteen plates were prepared for the 114 Cent value, of which only
half went to press, plate numbers from the last four used being much scarcer
than the first two pairs.
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Shades: Yellowish brown, deep yellowish brown, brown, bright brown, deep brown,
red brown, deep red brown.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,

Ao

20632—L. L. 19
20633—U. L. 6,7, 8

20634—0U. L.

20634—U. L. 3
21

28
41
52
61

72

73

81
82
93
20679—U. R. 20

: Defective transfer.
Elongated “P" in right half.
Plate defects as listed below.

Defective transfer of outer frame line at upper left corner.
Long scratch in upper sheet margin turning down over # 6 and
through #7 and #§8 ALSO WITHOUT.

This pane was full of stains on most of the stamps in the
3 left vertical rows, which were constant on one stage of the
life of the plate. The only variety constant on all copies seen
was on #38. It may therefore be assumed that each of the
others is listed “ALSO WITHOUT.”

The Only Major Variety on the 13 Cent.

T 20634 UL Zmas.

Brown stain on “E" of “POSTAGE."”

Vertical mark crossing top frame over right inner frame line.
Small stain on left half of top horizontal white line just under
“E" of “POSTAGE,” and on bottom of curved white line just
above, also on “T" and over A" of “POSTAGE."”

BROWN MARKS LIKE ELONGATED LETTER “P" ON 1"
OF RIGHT 114, (Illustrated.)

Stain in 2nd “S8" of “STATES"” and on white curved line just
ahove,

Vertical brown stain crossing upper white frame line of label
over “TA" of “POSTAGE.”

Brown spot on white frame around right “11%" just under the
“2" also brown stains at extreme end of white horizontal line
under “WASHINGTON" label.

Brown stains on the “U,” “T.,” and “E" of “UNITED,” and
right wing of 1st “T" in “STATES" is severed with brown stain
just above it.

Brown stains on and just above “UN" of “UNITED,” and brown
stain running diagonally up to left, through lighter horizontal
shading lines from “IT" of “UNITED,” spot on upper left end
of “W" of “WASHINGTON."

Brown stain on white line under “D" of “UNITED.”

Brown spots on “UN" and “T" of “UNITED."”

Three brown spols around “AS" of “WASHINGTON."

Serateh in sheet margin opposite right “11%" touching frame
line, ALSO WITHOUT,

Plates used: 20632—33, 34, 35, 78, 79, 80, 81

Plates not used: 20833—34, 37, 38, 41, 42, 45, 46

Quantity issued: 304,926,800,
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The Gilbert Stuart “Athenenm® Portrait.

#707—2 Cent, Carmine. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x1015.

Issued January 1, 1932,

The first design prepared was while the pictorial set was still under con-
sideration and showed a picture of Washington’s birthplace, and a most at-
tractive stamp it would have made. When it was decided to change to a series

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used.

of portraits, several suggestions were considered, the first was to use the well
known Houdon bust and two sketehes were prepared, (Illustrated,) one in a
frame similar to that eventually used for the 1 Cent and another in a frame later
used for the 8 Cent stamp. Neither of these were approved, and a third sug-
gestion was made using the ‘*Virginia (‘olonel’” by Charles Wilson Peale, (1l-
Iustrated.) This was also discarded for the popular ‘* Atheneum’’ portrait by
Gilbert Stuart. This was painfed at Germantown in 1796, and is now hanging
in the Boston Museum of IYine Arts.

This stamp, presenting a well known portrait, was the first to win publie
approval, and was considered by many to be the finest one in the series. It was
designed by C. A. Huston and the engraving of the letters and numerals was
executed by J. Eissler and K. M. Hall, all of the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing.
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The Contemplated
Use of the

Houwdon Bust.

In the Eight Cent Frame. In the One Cent Frame.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.

The Second Photograph of

Suggestion, Original Drawing

The Virginina Colonel. Not Used,

The first pair of Bicentennial plates finished were for this value, and strange
to say the first one of these also had the first major plate variety, a large break
m the bottom inside frame line below the “N’° of “CENTS.”” This variety
was constant on all printings from the plate except on the plate proof. The
proof being taken before the plate was curved the break no doubt oceurred
either in the curving process or when the plate was first fitted on the press
and the recessed line became elosed in some manner,

Numerous plates of this value developed eracks during the later printings
for in every case the earlier copies found showed no evidence of such plate de-
feets. These eracks were mainly in the bottom rows of the plates but in the
same positions as on eertain other values. There were also other varieties that
might be elassed among major plate defects.

Plates were made of this value for booklet panes, endwise and sidewise
coils, but none of them ever went to press.

The increase of the letter rate to 3 Cents per ounece or fraction thereof on
July 6, 1932, materially lessened the demand for this value and comparatively
few were used. IHowever, on July 1, 1933, the rate for local mail again became
two cents and their general use increased and reached a large volume. The
lack of a mormal demand for 2 Cent stamps for almost a year caused these
stamps to remain on general sale throughout the United States quite some time
after other denominations had disappeared. Almost every ‘‘first day of two
cent rate’’ letters mailed on July 1, 1933, were franked with this stamp.
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In spite of the large quantity printed there are but few shades. Seventy
plates were made and sixty of them went to press, the last eight seem to have
been the searcest, especially Nos. 20795 and 20806, which were used together.

Shades: Rose carmine, bright rose carmine, deep rose carmine, carmine.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Defective transfers.
c¢: ICracked plates,
d: Plate flaws as listed below,

20655—U. R. 10 INSIDE BOTTOM FRAME LINE BROKEN UNDER “N" OF
“CENTS.” (Illustrated.)
L.R. 98§ Scrateh through “"NGTO" of “"WASHINGTON" and through
cravat. ALSO WITHOUT.
20577—L. R. 97 SEVERAL DOTS AROUND “A" OF “WASHINGTON." (II-
lustrated.) ALSO WITHOUT.
100 Small spot on stock around neck. ALSO WITHOUT.

) IEC TN A ST

T U

20555 UR Z10 SO5TT LR #97.
205677—L. L. 81 Spot of color on eyelid at left.
2068—L. R. 40 Diagonal gash on “N" of “"CENTS" cutting down through hot-

tom frame line. ALSO WITHOUT.

20716—L. L. 91 Five spots on forehead, also small burr on top frame line over
“ES™ of “STATES.” ALSO WITHOUT. This stamp has been
burnished out and recut. There are no lines between the eyes
at the bridge of the nose and the dotted shading lines on the
forehead at the ieft have been recut and are much sironger.

20717—U. L. 1 Short diagonal line bisecting frame at upper right corner,

pointing up toward the left,
L. R. 100 Small dot on tail of right “2."

20726—U. L. B84 Small diagonal line crossing upper whiie frame line over “pP"
of “POSTAGE."

20727—U. L. 2 Dot on nose between eves. (Illustrated.)

2 RE-CUT: DOT ON NOSE REMOVED AND EYES GIVEN DIF-

FERENT EXPRESSION, SHADING LINES ADDED. (Illus-
trated.)

21 Dot of color on left *'2.

WiTH SPOT RE-CUT
20727 VUL 2

2¢ BICENTENNIAL

20752 LR 97

Cracked Plate.

20752—L. R. 97 STRONG CRACK STARTING IN MARGIN BETWEEN 96

AND 97, RUNNING OVER OVAL OF LEFT “2" AND

THROUGH TOP OF “1732." ANOTHER VERY SMALL

CRACK IN OUTSIDE ORNAMENT HALF-WAY UP LEFT

SCROLL. (Ilustrated.) ALSO WITHOUT,



154 Uxtrep Stares Pograce Staves oF THE 20r1n CENTURY

20753 UR Z S,

Broken Inside Frame Line.

20753—U. R. 86 INSIDE VERTICAL FRAME LINE BROKEN AT RIGHT

SIDE HALF-WAY UP SCROLL, (Illustrated.)
20756—L. L. 91 SMALL CRACKS AT TOP OF SCROLL AT RIGHT.
trated.) ALSO WITHOUT.

(Illus-

94-95 TWO CRACKS STARTING INSIDE # 94, RUNNING ACROSS

AND INTO #95. (Illustrated.) ALSO WITHOUT.

97-98 ONE CRACK STARTING INSIDE # 97, RUNNING ACROSS
MARGIN AND INTO #98. (Illustrated.) ALSO WITHOUT.
L. R. 96-97 FAINT CRACK STARTING INSIDE 3# 96, RUNNING ACROSS

MARGIN AND INTO #97. ALSO WITHOUT.

Bl NE

20755 LL¥GI  Z2OTS6LLT I

Plate Cracks.

i

L= éJj
oy, Ao S
P S
PLATE 207858 LL*97- 98 PLATE 20756 LLZ97-95

Cracks on Two Companion Plates—Almost Identieal.

— T
PLATE 20785 LL ®94-95

0p e

20756—L. L. 81 CRACK ON CHIN AT RIGHT, TWO SMALL CRACKS AT TOP
OF SCROLL AT RIGHT SIDE. (Illustrated.) ALSO WITHOUT.
9495 TWO CRACKS STARTING INSIDE # 94, RUNNING ACROSS
MARGIN AND INTO 3 95. (Ilustrated.) ALSO WITHOUT.
20763—U. L. 12 Defective transfer on “CENTS" label between left **2" and
w0 of “CENTS” and lower left corner of outer frame line.
(Illustrated.)
22 Defective transfer of upper left corner of outer frame lines.
(IMustrated.)
B2 Spot on forehead, spots on “G" of “POSTAGE,” “N,”" and “T"

of “CENTS"” and below stamp. ALSO WITHOUT.
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Damaged
Entry.

Ll +
SR I 20772 UR #8.

20768—U. L.

774—L. R. 100

20068 UL 1.
Cracked
Plate,

N
20774 LR Z100
WASHINGTO, Cracked Plate.
COD B3 BL

MARKED CRACK IN FOREHEAD. (Illustrated.) ALSO
WITHOUT.

DEFECTIVE “E" IN “STATES." (Illustrated.)

CRACKED PLATE STARTING AT LEFT “2" RUNNING TO
RIGHT. (Illustrated.) ALSO WITHOUT.,

20792—L. L.

293 o+ g6 o7
PLATE WNO. 20792, LOWEE RIGHT PANE

Cracked Plate.

CRACK ON FACE, STARTING AT NOSTRIL, AND RUNNING
TO RIGHT. ALSO WITHOUT.

94-95 CRACK STARTING FROM # 94, RUNNING ACROSS MAR-

20792—1L. R.

GIN AND INTO LEFT SCROLI, OF #9535, (Illustrated,) AL-
SO WITHOUT.

Dot in tail of right 2.

CRACK IN RIGHT SHEET MARGIN FROM RIGHT FRAME
LINE TO EDGE OF SHEET. ALSO WITHOUT.

CRACK IN LEFT SHEET MARGIN, CONTINUATION OF
CRACK IMMEDIATELY ABOVE. (Hiustrated.) ALSO
WITHOUT.

93-94 FAINT CRACK STARTING AT #£93, RUNNING ACROSS

MARGIN TO LEFT FRAME OF #!H. (Illustrated.) ALSO:
WITHOUT.

96—97 CRACK STARTING INSIDE # 96, RUNNING ACROSS MAR-

GIN AND INTO SCROLL OF #97. (Illustrated.) ALSO
WITHOUT.
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20793—U. L. 24 Defective entry. Break in bottom frame lines. 2% mm break
outside frame line, 314 mm break inside frame line, both below
“0” in “CENTS.”

- 20702
LL 94-95
Cracked
Plate
2080/ UL /6
A
Damaged
Entry.
{f & \
20796—L. L. 91 TWISTED SHIFT SHOWING INSIDE RIGHT FRAME AS AN
EXTRA LINE AND DOUBLING OF LEFT INNER FRAME

LINE.
91 CRACKED PLATE CRACK RUNS THROUGH FRAME AND
ACROSS FACE ABOVE MOUTH.
9495 SERIES OF CRACKS IN GUTTER.
20801—U. L. 16 Group of 4 short parallel horizontal marks on body of right
“2."  (Illustrated.)

Plates used: (400 subjeets.)
20556—56, 77, 78, §3, R4
20630—31, 44, 45, 84, 85, 96, 97
20706—07, 16, 17, 26, 27, 33, 34, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, b4, 55, 56, 69, 60, 61, 62,
63. 64, 67, 68, T1. 72, 73, 74, 81, 82, 83, 84, 89, %90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95,
96
20801—02, 03, 04, 05, 06

Plates not used: (400 subjects.)
20811—12, 13, 14, 27, 28, 29, 30, 55, 56

Booklet Panes: (360 subjects.) NOT USED
20608—09

Sidewise coils: (170 subjects,) NOT USED
20575—T6
20627—28
20777—18, 79, 80

Endwise coils: (150 subjects.) NOT USED
20581—81
20625—26

NOTES
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Painted by Charles Wilson Peale at Valley Forge,

#708—3 Cent, Violet. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued January 1, 1932,

The first design consisted of medallion portraits of both George and Martha
Washington, and could certainly have been a much more pleasing stamp than

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used.

the one issued. (Illustrated.) The stamp as issued shows Washington in a
Revolutionary costume, at Valley Forge, in 1777, from a painting by Charles
Wilson Peale, the original being in the State Normal School at West Chester,
Pa. When first issued the stamp was not universally admired but as the public
became accustomed to this partieular portrait of Washington it began to meet
with inereasing favor. The vignette was engraved by J. (. Benzing after the
design by C. A. Huston, and the lettering and numerals were engraved by D. R.
MeLeod, all of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

When first issned there seemed to be no particular need for this value, but
with the inerease of the letter rate to three cents an ounce this stamp suddenly
beeame the one in great demand and it became necessary to prepare numerous
additional plates, as a consequence this 3 Cent stamp was printed from higher
numbered plates than any of the other values. TIn spite of these additional
plates and printings there did not seem to be enough available to fill the need
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for this value. It was the first denomination to disappear from post offices and
in faet there were many branch post offices that had no more 3 Cent ‘‘cocked
hats®” after about July 15th of the Bicentennial year. Because of their rapid
use by the public several plate varieties of this design were found to be ex-
tremely scarce almost immediately after their discovery, and will no doubt be-
come the scarcest items of the entire Bicentennial group. Unlike most of the
Bicentennial plates which were prepared leisurely quite some time in advance
of January 1, 1932, most of the later high numbered plates were made in a great
hurry, with the result that some of the most interesting varieties were found on
these later plates. Except for the pressing need of additional 3 Cent plates it
hardly seems possible that one of the varieties could have passed the usnal rigid
inspection at the Bureau. This particular variety econsists of a large part of
the top left frame line of the stamp being entirely missing, as well as having
numerous additional lines from a previous entry. This is therefore a marked
defective transfer and double tranfer caused by a low spot in the plate, no
doubt oceasioned by the removal of the first entry.

In addition there were interesting varieties on plate No. 21015, in which
the majority of the designs showed evidence of a shifted transfer, and two of
them a double. Many of the shifted transfers ean only be seen with a high
powered glass, and we have listed only those which are most obvious.

Unlike other issues of 3 Cent stamps there was but little variation in the
shades of this value. Eighteen plates were made, six of which were not used.

Shades: Reddish violet, violet, bright violet, deep violet.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Double transfer and Defective transfer,
¢: Double transfer,
d: Shifted transfer.
e: Plate flaws as listed below:

20557—L. L. 91  Small dot over “T" of “WASHINGTON," vertical scrateh through
“N* of “WASHINGTON" and *S" of “CENTS.”

20558 LL 7. 2064 UL, F13,

20558

L.L. 7 DOT ON STOCK AROUND NECK JUST UNDER THE JAW, (II-
Instrated.)

20694—U. L. 13 SPUR STICKING UP FROM THE LEFT SIDE OF HAT. (Illus-

trated.) ALSO WITHOUT.

20847—L. 1. 8§ DOUBLE TRANSFER AT UPPER LEFT OF TOP FRAME LINE.
LARGE BREAK (1" WIDE) LEAVING A LOW SPOT IN THE
PLATE. (Illustrated.)

92 DEFECTIVE TRANSFER OF FACE—WEAK IMPRESSION.
CAUSED BY LOW SPOT IN PLATE.

Ne 708
3 cenlt Bicenfennial

BROKEN TOP FRAME
L.L.20847 - 5rampﬂ‘3&:

€y
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21015 UL #8581,

21015 UL 42,

GTON
NS

Double Transfers.

20848—L. R. 99 Shifts in bottom frame lines, making them thicker,
21015—U. R. 9 Shift in upper part of left inside frame line,
10 Shift in upper part of left outer and inner frame lines.
20  Shift in upper part of left inside frame line.
. L Shifts on following stamps—most important are in bold ty pe: 8,
10, 13, 14, 15, 19, 30, 48, 59, 68, 70, 80, 97, 98, 99, 100.
42 Iml BLE T]H\'-,I'LR ON Rl(:l-lT ".‘.‘" \\D l\ I.()“'}:.R RIGHT
CORNER. (Illustrated.)
§1 DOUBLE TRANSFER ON RIGHT “3" IN LOWER RIGHT COR-
NER AND AN EXTRA DASH OUTSIDE THE “POSTAGE" LA-
BEL OPPOSITE THE “GE." (Illustrated.) .
91 Slight shift to right of the right inside frame line,
L. L. Shifts in 10, 19, 20, 49.

Plates used: 20557—58

20847—48
21014—15, 4

-]

43, 44

W
oo o

Plates not used: 21054—55, 56, 57, 5
Quantity issued: 428,926,900

Nore: With the introduction of the 3 Cent rate a new 3 Cent stamp was
prepared using the design of the 2 Clent but with the year dates omitted. Num-
erous vnllm‘tmx have believed this to be part of the Bicentennial issue, but this
is not correet, the second stamp being considered by the Post Office Dr‘pa]tment
and the Bureau of Engraving and Prlmmﬂ' as 3 Cent ‘““ordinary’ of the series
of 1932, and we will treat it as sueh, deseribing it in detail.

NOTES
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Painted by Charles Wilson Peale in 1777,

#709—4 Cent, Brown. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x1015.

Issued January 1, 1932,

The early design for this value would certainly have made a stunning
stamp, as it portrayed Washington’s Inauguration, in an execeptionally attrac-
tive frame, and in bi-color would undoubtedly have been one of the prettiest

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used.

stamps of the series. (Illustrated). But as the cost of prodnetion was an im-
portant faetor this too was shelved with the others in favor of a portrait. The
first of these prepared indicated a full length portrait painted by John Trumbull
in 1780, enframed with a plain design. (Ilustrated). Tt is interesting to note
that this portrait, with the frame modified, was eventually used for the 7 Cent
stamp. It was finally deeided the use the Charles Wilson Peale portrait, painted
in 1777 and now owned by William Patten of Rhinebeck, N. Y. Two sketches
were prepared, one showing a three quarter section of the portrait and the other
merely the head and shoulders. The latter design was finally accepted with
modifications, the year dates being placed on the ribbon below the bust and the
word ‘“George’’ eliminated. This stamp was designed by A. R. Meissner, the
vignette engraved by J. C. Benzing, and the lettering and numerals executed by
', Lamasure, all of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,



161

First Design From the Full-Length Trumbull Portrait.
Photograph of Originnl Drawing Not Used.

This Design with Modifientions was Later Used for Te Value.

Additional
Preliminary
— e —— s
Designs,

Photograph of Original Drawing Not [ sed,

It was on this value that the first major plate varieties were discovered, and
although four plates were used, all of these major varieties were found on but
one plate and most of them on the same pane. On the lower right of Plate No.
20568 a plate number strip of twenty contained a defective transfer of the top
right frame line on stamp No. 20; a heavy plate flaw on stamp No. 50 a shifted
transfer on No. 60; a series of plate defeets on the face of No. 89 which in later
copies was recut, and a defective transfer on No. 100 causing the bottom frame
line to be broken below the ‘“N’” of ““CENTS.”” Through the courtesy of the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing we had the opportunity of checking the
plate proofs and found that only the defective transfer in No. 20 and the shifted
transfer in No. 60 were on the plate when the proof was printed. These other
varieties most likely all oceurred at the time the plates were first fitted to the
press, as no copies have been seen in which these varieties were lackine. [Unlike
most examples of recufting, in this case the variety before reeutting is much
scarcer than the later one.

Here again the use of brown ink affected the surface of the plate, and
stamp No. 1 of the upper left pane showed some stains in the upper part of the
design. However, the efficiency of the use of chrome plating becomes quite
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apparent when the quantity of stamps printed from four plates is checked. As
might be expected, there were numerous shades of this stamp.

Shades: Yellowish brown, deep yellowish brown, brown, reddish brown, red brown,
dark red brown

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.

moan o

20667—L. L. 91

L. R. 99
20568—U. L. 1

L. L. 82

20568—L. R. 20
50
60
89

89

100

Defective Transfer,

Plate flaw in face.

Plate flaw in face recut.
Shifted Transfer.

Plate flaws as listed below:

Serateh through plate number and into design, scratch in margin
below, ALSO WITHOUT.

Dot in extreme right end of white label opposite “C" of “CENTS."”
BROWN STAINS UNDER “POS" AND “GE” OF “POSTAGE.”
ALSO WITHOUT. (Illustrated )

Two dots; one over the right end of the left eyvebrow, the other in
the center of the bridge of nose at top. These are connected by a
scratch that varies in intensity. On some printings there is also
a small vertical dash in the center of the forehead just under the
hair line.

Stains Foumd Constant on
Several Printings,

20568 UL =1.

DEFECTIVE TOP FRAME LINE AT RIGHT SIDE. FAINT IM-
SSTION. (Illustrated.)

LARGE SPOT ON LABEL TO RIGHT OF “WASHINGTON.” (Il-
lustrated.)

SHIFTED TRANSFER SHIFTED TO LEEFT OF INNER AND OUT-
ER LEFT FRAME LINE,

BEFORE BEING RECUT: TWO LARGE DOTS ON BRIDGE OF
NOSE BETWEEN EYES. (Illustrated.)

AFTER BEING RECUT: DOTS REMOVED AND SHADING LINES
ADDED TO BRIDGE OF NOSE, SHADING LINES ADDED TO
THE EYELID AT THE RIGHT. (ON PRINTINGS OF LIGHT
SHADES THIS STAMP IS NOTICEABLY LIGHTER THAN OTH-
ERS.) (Illustrated.)

CENTER OF CURVED LINE BROKEN UNDER “N" OF “CENTS."
(Illustrated.)

b ¥ ¥
s
Defective \: I
L}
Transfer !
20568 LI Z20. r‘( *{1';:;:8 “I?RL?;’;;)I
1

20668
LR
#8580

BEFORE AFTER Defective Transter—20568 LR 2100,
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20594—U. L. 10 HORIZONTAL CRACK IN RIGHT SHEET MARGIN OPPOSITE
FOREHEAD., ALSO WITHOUT.

Plates used: 20567—68, 93, 94
Plates not used: 20710—11
Quantity issned: 125,215,600

Painted by Charles Wilson Peale in 1795,

#710—5 Cent, Blue. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x1015.

Issued January 1, 1932,

The first design for this stamp, prepared while the Bureau was still con-
sidering a pietorial set, shows a portrait of the home of Washington in Mount
Vernon. This was later changed to the Charles Wilsen Peale portrait, painted
in 1795, and now in the possession of the New York IHistorieal Society. The

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used.

stamp was engraved by J. Eissler after the design by A. R. Meissner, and the
engraving of the lettering and numerals was executed by H. S. Nutter, all of the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing. When issued the stamp followed, with
slight modifications, the general design of the wash drawing. (Illust rated.)
This portrait of Washington, being similar in appearance, and made at ap-
proximately the same time as the well known Stuart ““Atheneum’’ portrait,
shows Washington in the likeness most familiar to the average American, and
this stamp was immediately acelaimed as one of the most attractive of the entire
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series. There was little doubt that all the commendation it received was well
deserved, as the blue ink did much to bring out the fine work of the engravers.
Unlike some of the lower values, there were but few major plate varieties, only
two of which could be easily seen without the aid of a glass. The first consisted
of a large plate defect above the right eye of stamp No. 8 of the lower right
pane of Plate No. 20636. This was reported in one of the philatelic journals as
a double transfer. This is incorreet, as there ave no duplications of any of the
engraved lines of the design. The spot was no doubt caused by some blunt
instrument having been dropped on the plate. The other was a marked vertical
crack, in stamp No. 80 of the upper right pane of Plate No. 20637. There was
one other variety of major importance which, however, was not easy to see
without the aid of a glass. This oceurred on stamp No. 29 of the lower left
pane of Plate No. 20637, and consisted of a defective transfer in the upper left
corner due to a fresh entry. In addition to the defective transfer several of the
upper horizontal shading lines from the first entry appeared on the printed
stamp.

Photograph of Original Drawing Used with Muodifieations.

There was little variation in the shades other than lichter and darker
copies of approximately the same color. Eight plates were made, of which only
four were used, and there again the value of chrome plating becomes apparent,
for it was possible to print over 170,000,000 stamps on four plates.

Shades: Blue, bright blue, deep blue, dark blue.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Defective and double transfer.
e¢: Cracked plate,
d: Plate flaws as listed below:
20636—U. R. 10 2 Marked seratches through plate number (below the “2")
extending into design through “STATES” and “UNITED.”
ALSO WITHOUT. These vary in intensity and length,

L. R. 8 LARGE SPOT OVER THE RIGHT EYE., This varies in size
and intensity. (Illustrated.)

L.R. 17 Horizontal serateh through left ““5."

L.L. 91 Serateh through plate number (above the *2") extending into

design. ALSO WITHOUT.

~/- Plate Defect Over Eye.
-

D 20636 LR 2S.



20637—0U. R.

U. L.

L. R.
L. L.

20638—U. L.

Plates unsed:

Plates not used:

Quantity issued:

11
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4
Defective Verticeal
Transfer Plate
Following Crack
Fresh Entry 20637 UR
20637 LL =220, # 80,

Light diagonal seratch through 3" of *1932.”

CRACK RUNNING VERTICALLY FROM “T" OF “STATES"
DOWN TO “E" OF “POSTAGE.” (Illustrated.)

Plate layout line along upper frame line.

Scrateh across forehead. ALSO WITHOUT.

Seratches in margin above both stamps.

Plate layvout line along bottcm frame line.

DEFECTIVE TRANSFER DUE TO FRESH ENTRY IN UP-
PER LEFT CORNER SHOWING DOUBLING OF UPPER
HORIZONTAL SHADING LINES. (Illustrated.)

Plate layout line extending across gap in top frame design.
Plate layout line across top frame line and dot over upper
right corner

DEFECTIVE TRANSFER IN FRAME LINE UNDER RIGHT

20636—37, 38, 39

20682—83
20851—52
122,893,400

Painted by John Trumbull in 1732

#711—6 Cent, Orange. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued January 1, 1932,

The well known painting of ““Washington Crossing the Delaware’ was
originally intended for use on the 6 Cent stamp. This was one of the paint-
ings which while of historieal interest was purely the artist’s conception of this
great event, and as the Burean has always been especially eareful to prevent
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inaccuracies of fact to appear on postal issues it is logical to understand why
this design was never used. Instead the stamp issued showed the bust of Wash-
ington from the full length portrait painted by John Trumbull in 1792. The

Photograph of original drawing. Not used.

original is now in the Trumbull Gallery of Yale University at New Haven. This
was the only other desien sugeested for this stamp. The stamp was engraved
by L. S. Schofield after the design by C. A. Huston, and the engraving of the
letters and numerals was executed by K. M. Hall, all of the Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing.

Whereas most of the lower values contained mumerous major and minor
plate varvieties this stamp was singularly free of defeets of any kind. This was
no doubt due to the fact that it is extremely difficult to study the designs of
stamps printed in orange or yellow, and while there may be varieties on the two
plates used none have ever been reported. [Portraying an entirely different
likeness of the first President, this stamp was not nearly as well received as
some of the others. It played a rather minor part until the advent of the three
cent rate for first elass postage, at which time it began to be used in larger
quantities for letters of two ounces.

Shades: Orange, bright orange, deep orange,
Varieties: Plate number blocks.
Plates used: 20569—70

Plates not used: 20718—19
20849—5H0

Quantity issued: 94,469,400

NOTES
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Painted by John Trombuall in 1780,

#7127 Cent, Black. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x10V5.

Issued January 1, 1932,

At the time the Burean was preparing drawings for a pictorial design, none
had been found acceptable for this value and none was made. Later, however,
the first portrait considered for the 7 C‘ent stamp was that painted by Adolph
Ulrich Wertmuller in 1795, and a wash drawing was prepared using this paint-

UNITED STATES POSTAGE

———

o by )

First Design, Using Wertmuller Porirait.

Photograph of original drawing. Not used.

ing (illustrated.) This was changed to a bust from the full length by John
Trumbull, painted in 1780, the original of which is now in the Metropolitan
Museum of New York. The design finally accepted consisted of a combination
of the 4 Cent wash drawing showing this painting and the 7 Cent design, pre-
pared for use with the Wertmuller portrait. This stamp was engraved by
L. S. Schofield after the design by A. R. Meissner, and the engraving of the
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lettering and numerals was exeented by E. H. Helmuth, all of the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing.

There are a relatively larger number of plate varieties on the 7 Cent stamp
than any other, especially since all but one are confined to the first two plates.
It was on Plate No. 20563 that the first broken relief of the Bicentennial was
discovered, and it was on this plate that eollectors suddenly became aware that
the Burean had changed its method of entering designs on the plate; in fact
had so altered the method that the individual designs were now entered in an
entirely different manner than previously. In the past stamps that were higher
than wide were rocked in from bottom to top, with the result that on the printed
plates the first design entered appeared in the lower left corner of the lower
left pane, with the second design direetly above it, and so on throughout the
plate. However, in checking the location of the first break in the transfer roll
it became quite apparent that the designs had been entered in a manner that
made the first entry in the wpper left corner of the upper left pane, with the
second stamp directly to the right, and so on across the sheet. This made it
apparent that the Bureau was “‘rocking in’’ these designs from side to side.
This, of course, had a great bearing on the terminology of transfer varieties
on these stamps, as shifted transfers would now appear on the right or left side
of the design rather than the top or bottom.

On stamp No. 38 of the upper left pane of Plate No. 20563, the left upright
of the first “N’7 of ““WASHINGTON"" became broken. (Illustrated.) This
transfer roll continued to be used thronghout the balance of this plate, as well
as plate No. 20564. When two more plates were made these were prepared
using a new relief, with the result that there were a slichtly larger number of
designs with the complete ““N’’ than those with the broken ‘‘N.”” However,
inasmuch as most of the stamps saved by collectors came from the first two
plates, it is most likely that the varieties showing the complete ““N’7 will be
somewhat scarcer. There is one other major plate varviety. This is a double
transfer on stamp No. 1 (Plate number copy) of the upper left pane of Plate
No. 20563. It will be noticed that many of the varieties reported below, from
various 7 Cent plates consist mostly of seratches. The finding of many of these
was no doubt due to the fact that the stamps having been printed in black, they
were quite easily apparent.

Shades: Grey black, black, intense black,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
Double transfer,

Broken relief.

Shifted transfer.

Plate flaws as listed below:

o =T B

Double Transfer.

20563 UL =1,

20663—1. L. 1 DOUBLE TRANSFER IN “TON" OF “WASHINGTON," “TS8"
OF “CENTS" AND 1932 (Illustrated.)
2 Vertical seratch from “E" of “CENTS"” to “A" of “WASHING-
TON.”



20563—1U. L.

20563—1U. R.

L. L.

L. R.

20564—T1. R.

20564—0U. L.
L. L.
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4 Vertical plate lay-out line running through right numeral “7.”
Vertical plate lay-out line running through right numeral “7"
and repeated through the “7" of 18, 28, 38, 48 (faint), 58, 68,
78, 88, 98.
14 Vertical plate lay-out line running through right numeral “7.”
21 Large rectangular spot of color on left numeral “7.” (Illus-
trated.)
37 LAST NORMAL “N" IN “WASHINGTON"—BEFORE TRANS-
FER ROLL BROKE,
38 FIRST BROKEN “N" IN “WASHINGTON"—ALL FOLLOW-
ING STAMPS SHOW BROKEN “N."  (Illustrated.)
Note: Only possible block showing 2 normal and 1 broken:
27-28-37-38,
Only possible block showing 1 normal and 3 broken:
37-38-47-48.
41 Dot on *A'" of “WASHINGTON."
53 Dot on “N" of “CENTS.” (Illustrated.)

Relief Break
First “N*" in I
“Washington."

NORMAL BROKEN

20063 UL 258,
(@) =

t

20563 UL zZ2.,

T
1 Shift of upper two-thirds of outer and inner right frame lines
and broken frame line to right of right numeral “7.”
30 First broken “N" in the U. R. pane,
21 Vertical seratch running up from shoulder at right.
92 Scratch from top of eircle around left “7" over to vertical
perforation at left,
15-25 Vertical scratch from “E” of “CENTS" on #15 running
down to portrait on # 25,
34 Scratch on forehead.
98-99 Small horizontal crack in margin between just above line of
date labels.
100 Horizontal seratch across center of cravat.

9 4 vertical scratches parallel and close to left frame just under
curve in frame design, horizontal seratch to right of nose,
(Illustrated.)

19 Seratch starting under “E” of “POSTAGE" and running diag-
onally down to space between inner and outer frame lines op-
posite top of head at right side.

7¢ BICENTENNIAL
w =| 20564 vR.9
23 Seratch through “E’ of “CENTS.”
91 Slight shifted transfar showing in *2" of “1732,” “0O" of

“WASHINGTON,” “2" of 1932, and on right inner frame line
just below curve at top, also just above right “7.” Break in
right frame line opposite right numeral “7."
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20732—U.R. 9 Serateh through “NGT” of “WASHINGTON,” and scratch
running from center of right frame line of # 9 across margin
to left side of oval around portrait of #10.

Plates used: 20563—64
20731—32

‘Quantity issued: 83,250,400

| =
|

Crayon Drawing by Charles B. J. F. Saint Memin.

+713—8 Cent, Olive Green. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON.

No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%5.
Issued January 1, 1932,

Here again the early design prepared for this stamp, while the Bureau was
still eonsidering the use of a pictorial issue, showing Washington resigning his
commission, would have made an attraetive design, especially if printed in two
colors. However, it having been decided to use only portraits a new design was

Photograph of original drawing. Not used,

prepared using a crayon drawing by Charles B. J. . Saint Memin made from
life, at Philadelphia, in 1798, It is now owned by J. C. Brevort, of Brooklyn,
N. Y. The first design preparved, (illustrated) consisted of an architectural
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treatment. This, however, was changed, and the same portrait was used in the
frame first considered for the 2 Cent. The stamp was engraved by E. J. Hein,
after the design by C. A. Huston, and the engraving of the lettering and num-
erals was executed by W. B. Wells, all of the Burean of Engraving and Print-
ing.

Here again a little known likeness of Washington was presented to the gen-
eral publie, and it was quite some time before people were willing to recognize
this as a portrait of Washington. It did, however, well serve the purpose of
portraying Washington in the various stages of his life. Although this stamp
was printed in an olive green there was considerable yellow in the make-up of
the color, and here again was a shade which was extremely diffienlt to study for

Photograph of orviginal deawing., Not used.

plate varieties and none were reported with the exception of the eross piece of
the “H’" in “WASHINGTON"" which in some copies appears to be missing.
This, however, was extremely minor and is not like'y to have been a transfer
roll break as there was no regular sequenee in the location of the missing line.
Although there were no varieties there was an extremely wide range of colors
in this stamp, varying all the way from a Yellow Chartreuse Green to a Deep
Olive. Fonr plates were prepared, only two going to press.

Shades: Yellow green, yellow chartreuse green, deep vellow green, light olive green,
olive green, deep olive green.

Varieties: Plate number blocks,
Plates used: 20565—66
Plates not used: 20735—36

Quantity issued: 84,126,500
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The Willinms Masonie Portrait.

+#714—9 Cent, Pink. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x1015.
Issued January 1, 1932,
The design prepared for this value for the pictorial issue showed Washing-
ton’s Tomb at Mount Vernon, (Illustrated,) and while not as pleasing a subject

Photograph of orviginal drawing. Not used.

as some of the others, rightfully belonged in the series. After it was decided to
use only portraits the first suggestion was the ** Atheneum’ portrait by Gilbert
Stuart, and two drawings were made, (Illustrated.) On the first one the year
dates and the words *‘President Washington’ appeared above the portrait,
and on the second the dates were at the bottom.

First
Designs
Lxing the

Atheneum
A
]

| gicxzm"x‘es‘g-‘_l

A 5 T 9

Photograph of original drawing. Not used,
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Design Using the Rembrandt Peale Porirait.

Photograph of original drawing. Not used,

The use of the Stuart portrait was not approved, and the portrait of Wash-
ington by Rembrant Peale, painted in 1795, and now in the possession of Thomas
B. Clark, of New York, was used in the frame of the second design, (illustrat-
ed.) It was the Department’s intention to use this painting as the model for
the 9 Cent stamp, and the stamp would no doubt have appeared nsing this por-
trait but for the work of Peter Gouled.

On December 11, 1930, Mr. Gouled wrote to the Postmaster General sug-
gesting the use of the portrait by W. Williams, painted in 1795, for Alexandria,
(Va.) Masonie Lodge, and still in its possession. Ilis suggestion was found un-
aceeptable to the Department as ““* * # the rules governing the issue of postage
stamps * * * of the UUnited States have been not to depiet any individual in his
fraternal capacity * * #°" In February 1931, Mr. Gouled suggested that the
portrait be used without the insignia as it was the only painting from life show-
ine Washineton in extreme old age. Ie presented a photograph of the paint-
ing in whieh the Masonie regalia had been omitted. 1lis eontinued efforts now
met with sueccess, and on March 13th F. A. Tilton, Third Assistant Postmaster
General, notified him that his last snggestion had been approved, and the stamp
would be issued, nsing that part of the Williams portrait that did not show the
emblem of a Mason. The use of this portrait was an excellent suggestion as
the series had portrayed Washington “‘First in War'" and now showed him
““First in Peace’ and the issuance of the entire series showed him to still be
“First in the hearts of his countrymen.”” Collectors may therefore thanlk Mr.
Gouled for his untiring but successful effort to have this portrait included in
the series. The stamp was designed by C. A. Huston, the vignette engraved by
L. 8. Schofield, and the engraving of the lettering and numerals by E. M. Hall,
all of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

There are no known plate varieties of this stamp. The shade varied but
little. Four plates were made, only two of which were used.

This value was used mainly for pareel post until the inerease in first class
rates to 3 cents, when it was frequently used on letters weighing over 2 ounces
It was, however, the second searcest stamp in the series.

Shades: Pale pink, pink, deep pink.
Varieties: a; Plate number blocks.
Plates used: 20640—41

Plates not used: 20757—38
Quantity issued: 53,537,400
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Gibbs-Channing Vaughan Type Portrait by Gilbert Stuart.

#715—10 Cent, Yellow. PORTRAIT OF WASHINGTON. No Wmk.
Perf, 11x10%5.

Issued January 1, 1932,

The Washington Monument was to have been the subject of the 10 Cent
stamp, (Hlustrated), in the proposed pictorial series. The plain border of this
stamp gave dignity to the subjeet and this too would have been a welcome addi-
tion to a stamp collection.

Photograph of original dreawing., Not used.

After the deeision had been made to use portraits instead of seenes from the
life of Washington, it was decided to use another Gilbert Stuart painting for
this stamp. The portrait made in 1795 is now in the Metropolitan Museum in
New York City. This was deseribed by the Bureau as the ‘“Vaughan'’ portrait,
while the Division of Fine Arts of the Library of Congress claimed it to be the
““(tibbs Channing’’ portrait. The Metropolitan Museum informed us that it is
the ““Gibbs Channing’ Vaughan type portrait, one of a group showing Wash-
ington facing to the right.

This stamp was engraved by E. J. IHein, after the design by A. R. Meiss-
ner, and the engraving of the lettering and numerals was executed by H. S.
Nutter, all of the Burean of Engraving and Printing.

As might be expected of a yellow stamp no worthwhile plate varieties were
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Photograph of orviginal drawing used with modifieations.

found, only one minor one being noted. Here again the color was the obstacle
in the search.

Eight plates were made, of which only four were used. There was little
variation in the shades found throughout the vear.

Shades: Yellow, deep yellow, vellow orange, deep vellow orange.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Plate layout line,

20687—U. L. #1 Plate layout line extended to the right from the top frame line,
cloging the gap in the design,

Plates used: 20642—43, 86, 87

Plates not used: 20757-—58
20853—5H4

Quantity issned: 129,501,300

NOTES
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CHAPTER XXVII

LAKE PLACID WINTER OLYMPICS
1932

OR some years it has been the eustom of the various nations which were

the hosts to the Olympie Games to issue a stamp or a series of stamps as

a recognition of the international sporting events. In 1932 the United

States was to be the host for the tenth Olympic Games. In conjunction with

this major athletic event, but having no direet connection thereto, the United

States was also to be host to the third Winter Olympies. This event was to take
place in the early part of Febrnary at Lake Placid, N. Y.

In order to advertise the event and as a courtesy to the international eom-
petition, Representative Snell of New York, the ]{[’]]]lhh(r]n floor leader, re-
quested the Postmaster General to issue a special stamp for this event. This
request was granted and in the latter part of December the Postmaster General
announced that such a stamp would be issued. The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, December 28, 1931.

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart-
ment is preparing to issue a special postage stamp in the 2-cent denomination in
homnor of the International Olympic Winter Games to be held at Lake Placid, N, Y.,
in February, 1932,

The stamp is a horizontal reciangle 75/100 inch by 87/100 inch in dimensions,
printed in red ink and inclosed in a single-line border. Across the top of the stamp
in a straight line are the words “United States Postage” in white Roman, and direct-
Iy below in white Gothic lettering is the wording “III Olympiec Winter Games.”

The central design is a representation of a ski jumper in action, in the position
of descent from right fo left, with a background formed by a snow-covered mountain
landseape and overcast sky., Across the base of the eentral design in two lines in
dark Gothic lettering appear the wording “Lake Placid, New York,” and the dates
“February 4-13, 1932.” - In each lower corner is a largeé white numeral “2." Ex-
tending across the bottom of the stamp between the numerals are the words “Two
Cents" in white Roman.

The new commemorative stamp will be first placed on sale at the post office in
Lake Placid, N. Y., on January 25, 1932, and at other post offices and the Philatelie
Agency beginning January 26

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the 2-cent Olympic Winter
Games stamp may send a limited number of addressed cowvers, not to exceed 25, to
the Postmaster, Lake Placid, N. Y., with a cash or postal money order remittance
to exactly cover the value of the stamps required for thxmg other postage stamps
will positively not be accepted in payment, (‘over% will be ‘accepted from bona fide
subseribers only, and each cover must he prope!ly ‘and legibly addressed; covers
bearing pencil addresses will not be accepted. ‘?-[Jen:ll care must he Ldken in ad-
dressing covers to bear blocks of four of the %Lampq to allow suflicient clear space
for the attaching of the stamps., Compliance ¢an not be made with unusual re-
quests, such as for the affixing of stamps bearing plate numbers or the irregular
placing of the stamps on covers, ete. Requests for a supply of uncancelled stamps
must not be included in orders for first-day covers. If uncancelled stamps of the new
commemorative issue are desired for collection purposes, a separate order should
be sent to the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, Wash-
ington, D. C., and it will receive prompt attention.

Postmasters at direct and central accounting post offices may obtain a limited
supply of the new stamps by special requisition on the department, using Form
3201, indorsed “Olympic Winter Games,” Postmasters at third elass and fourth
class post offices may submit requisitions on Form 3338, with required remittance
of postal funds to the central-accounting postmaster for needed supplies of the new

stamp.
F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The stamps were printed on flat plate presses from four hundred subject
plates. These sheets were divided into four panes by horizontal and vertical
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guide lines terminated by arrows, along which they were cut into post office
panes of one hundred and so issued. The plate numbers were above and below
the fifth vertical row on the left pane and in similar position on the sixth row
of the right pane. The top right plate number was preceded by an “‘F.”
There were no side p'ate numbers. They were first delivered to the Post Office
Department on January 18th.

#716—2 Cent, Carmine. ‘‘SKI-JUMPER.”” No Wmk. Perf. 11.
Issued January 25, 1932,
This being an issue for the winter Olympies it was to be expected that the

design would represent one of the prineipal events, and it was decided to use a
ski jumper. Several designs were preparved, the first two (illustrated) showed

LAKE PLACID, FEB.4-13

| LAKE PLACID.NY.FEB.431932 |

Preliminary Designs,

Photographs of Orviginal Drawings Not Used.

the action from left to right and seemed to have been a much more natural pose
than the later design, (illustrated) which showed the action from right to left.
None of these designs were approved, but the aceepted design was a combina-
tion of one of the earlier designs and the later one, with the date and location
of the winter games placed at the bottom of the design.

Another Desizgn,

Photograph of Original Drawing Net Used.

The stamp as issued was designed by A. R. Meissner, and the engraving
of the vignette was executed by J. Eissler, and the frame and lettering by E. M.
Hall, all of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.
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The stamps were placed on sale at 7 A. M. on Jannary 25th, and the crowd
was so large that it was necessary to have state troopers keep the people in line,
It was said that a larger number of first day covers were mailed from Lake
Plaeid than had been the case at Yorktown. No doubt the Bicentennial issue
had greatly inereased the number of collectors interested in first day covers.

The stamp was severely eriticized because of the unnatural position of the
ski jumper. The Detroit News commented on the new issue as follows:

“The skier on the Olympic stamp is shown jumping from the brow of a vaguely

indicated hill and holds loosely in either hand a stout stick of the sort used in alpine
climbing and cross country skiing, but not by jumpers.”

In spit of this type of eriticism by some who obtain pleasure in finding
fault, the stamp was very pleasing and the plain frame lent much dignity to the
design and it became very popular with collectors.

There being twelve plates used, the forty-eight post office panes gave eol-
lectors ample field for study of possible plate defeets, and several major plate
varieties were found, the most prominent of these being a long rocking in plate
erack on the upper pane of plate No. 20823, This followed the bottom frame
line of several stamps in the fifth horizontal row. Though discovered a short
time after the stamps had been issned, only a few sheets were found by colleet-
ors, and it was believed that the defect had been discovered after a short run
and the plate removed. We checked this with the Burean and they informed
us that plate No. 20823 was used for printing 3,618,000 perfect stamps, (quan-
tity found satisfactory for issuance to post offices.) This means that there
were over 9,000 full sheets issued. Iowever, as the stamps were widely dis-
tributed and promptly used, only a small supply was saved.

Gpper /-‘,tf}.ume U’gf,.,- ripht pone
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q aq N ) |
M L .
58 9 60 51 52
Conier L ime bedorcn
J!&: fhgﬁ,,., - ik

TWEO UFPPER PANES FPLATE NCZOE23

Cracke:dl Plate.

This variety should not be confused with the gripper slot eracks on the Bi-
centennials, it is mueh more marked and is the first ecommemorative stamp of the
twentieth century showing a “rocking in’’ crack. The metal in plate No. 20823
seems to have been defective, as another small erack was found under the bottom
frame line of stamp No, 61 of the upper rvight pane. There were numerous
other varieties, some minor in character, thongh easily seen, of which the plate
position is known and we have listed all known to have been constant.

Shades: Carmine rose, bright carmine rose, deep carmine rose.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Usual twelve position blocks.
¢: Cracked plate—right and left panes
d: Double transfer.
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20815—1U.
20815—1U.
20815—1U.
20815—1U.
20817—U.
20818—U.
20820—L.
20821—L.

20823—L.

20823—10.
20823—1U.
20823—L.
20824—10.

20824—1.

20824—1.
20824—10,
20824—10U.
20824—L.
20824—L.
20826—U.

20826—L.
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e: Plate flaws as listed below:

R. 9
R. 64
R. 83

L. 78
IJ.

L.
R. 96
R. 91

Dot in “N" of “UNITED.”

Large dot (red snowball) before the ski jumper.

A small double transfer, showing in the upper margin at the upper
left corner as a triangular dot and slightly above the top frame
line at the upper right. Also at the bottom of the “W" of “TWO."”
An upward displacement of fair degree and extent but very low
in clarity,

Elongated vertical dash or dot at top of mountain at right.
Plate layout dots can be seen over the upper right corner of
stamps 2, 4, 6, 8§, 9, 10,

A diagonal scrateh between # 26 and # 36 starting at the end of
“NEW YORK" in # 26 and coming down to the design on # 36.
Dash to the left of the lower left corner. (Stamp ahove the
plate number.)

There is a vertical scratch on the right running upward and slight-
ly to the right from the frame line. This is quite marked and
has the appearance of engraver's scratch.

L.-U. R. Plate erack. (Ilustrated.) A careful study of the upper right

L.73
R. 61
R. 50
R 7
R. 22
R. 82
R. 83
. 84
L. 26

L. 46
R. 62

L. 29

pane of this stamp will show this crack as progressive. Copies
have been seen where the crack extends only as far as the left of
the “N'" of “CENTS." Other copies, no doubi from a later print-
ing, show this erack to extend as far over as the “S."

A serateh running from the ski down through “E' of “OENTS"
and into the “E of “STATES" in z83.

Defective frame line below “NTS'" also a little extra line below
that looks like a small crack.

A Thorizontal scrateh starting in the lower right corner and con-
tinuing out into the margin.

Vertical seratch just inside the right frame line. Parts of plate
layout lines visible along this vertical row.

Top frame line seems to be recut as it is heavier and consists of
two lines with a slight thinning at center.

“Curl” in the tail of the right numeral.

Dot above “E' of “POSTAGE" outside the frame line.

Dot above the upper right corner, outside frame.

Defective 8" in “CENTS.”

Defective “M”" in “GAMES.”

Vertical serateh running from the tip of the left ski between the
letters “KE” of “LAKE™ and “EB" of “FEBRUARY" then through
the upper left part of the “W* of “TWO" almost Lo the frame line
of stamp # 72.

Two large dots below the left corner of the stamp. On some
copies this looks like a heavy dash or line.

Plates used: 20815—16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26

Quantity issued: 49,523,000,

NOTES



Photo of the Orviginal Sketeh for the Arbor Day Stamp, Made by C. A, Husion.

CHAPTER XXVIII
ARBOR DAY ISSUE
1932

HE entire philatelic world was surprised early in Febrnary 1932 by the

I news that the Post Office Department had decided to issue an Arbor

Day stamp. Although almost every state had had for quite some years

and celebrated ““ Arbor Day '’ dedieated to the planting of trees, the early history

and reason for observing such a day was not generally known. This was prob-

ably due to the fact that Arbor Day is not observed on the same date in all see-

tions of the country, varying in accordance with the climatie eonditions of the
various states,

April 1932 marked the sixtieth anniversary of the establishment of ** Arbor
Day’’ observanee, but as this event in itself was not of tremendous importance
many assumed that the contemplated issue was perhaps solely for the political
help it might give the Administration throughout the dissatisfied mid-Western
rural seetions.  No doubt polities played an important part in the approval of
the request of Representative Morehead of Nebraska, and a former Governor of
that State, for such an issue, but in addition to this it transpired that the 1932
Avbor Day was also the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of Julius Ster-
ling Morton, of Nebraska, who was largely responsible for the tree planting idea.

At a meeting of the Nebraska State Board of Agriculture on Jannary 4,
1872, a resolution was presented to encourage the planting of frees to counter-
act the rapid decrease in our forest areas by offering a prize for the best five
acres so planted. It was at this meeting that J. Sterling Morton offered the fol-
lowing resolution :

“Resolved, That Wednesday, the 10th day of April, 1872, be and the same is
hereby set apart and consecrated for tree planting in the State of Nebraska; and the
State Board of Agriculture hereby names it ‘Arbor Day’; and to urge upon the people
of the State the vital importance of iree planting, hereby offer a special premium of
one hundred dollarg to the country agricultural society of that county in Nebraska,
which shall, upon that day, plant properly the largest number of frees, and a farm
library of twenty-five dollars worth of books to that person who, on that day, shall
plant properly in Nebraska the greatest number of trees.”

The first Arbor Day proved to be very suceesstul and as a result of Mr,
Morton’s resolution over one million trees were planted,
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For some years after that an annual proelamation was issued by the
Governor of Nebraska designating the third Wednesday of April as Arbor Day.
In 1885 an act was passed by the legislature designating April 22, Mr. Mor-
ton’s birthday, as Arbor Day, and making it a legal holiday and from this be-
ginning the idea spread to other states. This Arbor Day reforestration designed
to replace in part onr rapidly diminishing natural timber should continue and
without doubt prove to be of inereasing value fo the country at large. It was
therefore fitting that the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of the origi-
nator of the idea should be honored with a commemorative stamp.

On March 15th the die proof was approved by the Postmaster General and
two days later the Postal Bulletin supplied the general detail.

The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, March 17, 1932,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are mnotified that the depart-
ment is preparing to issue a special postage stamp in the 2¢ denomination to com-
memorate the sixtieth anniversary of the establishment of Arbor Day, which will be
observed on April 22, 1932, and which marks the one hundredth anniversary of the
birth of J, Sterling Morton, through whose efforis a day was first officially set aside
for the planting of trees by the State of Nebraska in 1872.

The stamp is of the same size of the regular issue, 75/100 by 87/100 inch in
dimensions, printed in red ink. It is surmounted by a narrow white line border
within which on either side rises a large tree with spreading branches that meet at
the top in the form of an arbor. Across the top of the stamp in two curved lines
are the words “United States Postage” in white Roman. In a curved line inside
the arch are the words “Arbor Day"” in red Roman. Aecross the bottom of the stamp
in a narrow panel, with solid background and white edges, are the words “Two
Cents” in white Roman. Directly above the panel on either side within a circle
with white edge and sclid background is the large numeral “2." Acanthus scrolls
extend from the tops of the circles over the base of the trees. The central design
of the stamp pictures the planting of a tree by a girl and boy, the former holding
the tree in position while the earth is filled in by the boy. In the left background
is & small house with forest trees extending to the right. In a straight line below
the central figures are the dates ““1872-1932" in white Roman.

The Arbor Day stamp will be first placed on sale at the post office in Nebraska
City, Nebr., the former home of J. Sterling Morton, on April 22. 1932, and at other
post offices throughout the country as soon as production will permit. For the
benefit of stamp collectors the Arbor Day stamp will be on sale at the Philatelic
Agency on April 23, but the ageney will not prepare covers.

Stamp collectors desiring first day cancellations of the 2-cent Arbor Day stamp
may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed 25, to the postmaster,
Nebraska City, Nebr., with a cash or postal money order remittance to exactly cover
the value of the stamps required for aflixing: other postage stamps will positively
not be accepied in payment. All covers transmitted by mail must be gent in time
to reach Nebraska City not later than April 18. Covers will be accepted from bona
fide subscribers only, and each cover must be properly and legibly addressed: covers
bearing peneil addresses will not he accepted. Special care must be taken in ad-
dressing covers to bear blocks of four of the stamps to allow sufficient clear space
for the attaching of the stamps, Compliance can not be made with unusual requests,
such as for the aflixing of stamps bearing plate numbers or the irregular placing of
the stamps on covers, ete. Requests for a supply of uncancelled stamps must not he
included in orders for first day covers. If uncancelled stamps of the new commemo-
rative issue are desired for collection purposes a separate order should be sent to
the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, Washington, D.
C., and it will receive prompt attention,

Postmasters at direct and central accounting post offices may obtain a limited
supply of the new stamps by requisition on the department, using new style requisi-
tion Form 3201-A indorsed “Arbor Day.” Postmasters at third and fourth class
post oflices may submit requisitions on Form 5338, with required remittance of
postal funds, to the central accounting postmaster for needed supplies of the new
stamp,

F. A, TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General,

The first delivery of these stamps to the Post Office Department by the
Burean was made on April 11th.
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A short time after these stamps had made their official appearance phila-
telic magazines were filled with news of pre-first day covers, copies having been
seen on letters from widely separated towns as early as April 18th. This was
not the fault of the Nebraska ity post office, but really of the officials at Wash-
ington, but without intent whatsoever to nullify the efforts of “‘First day’’
cover collectors.  Prior to the issuance of the stamp the Postmaster General, in
the hope of arousing interest in the issue, sent out a form letter to State Col-
leges notifying them of the new Arbor Day stamp which was to be placed on
sale April 22nd at Nebraska City, and a SAMPLE STAMP was included in
each letter. There was, of course, nothing to stop their prior use and qguite a
number were mailed before the “‘official’” first day, but the resuliant storm of
protest this raised should prevent any similar repetition.

The stamps were printed from the usual four hundred subjeet rotary press
curved plates and issued in panes of 100. There were four plate numbers, one
to each pane, these being in the Four outside corners of the full sheet,

Alvin W. Hall, Jr., and Ruth Hall Posing for the Photo Used on the Arbor Day Stamp.
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#T717—2 Cent, Carmine. BOY AND GIRL PLANTING TREE.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x10L5,.

Issued April 22, 1932,

The modern idea of Arbor Day seems to be to encourage children to plant a
tree on this day and thereby instill in them a love for outdoors. It was there-
fore decided to embody this thought on this special stamp.

Michael L. Eidsness, head of the Post Office Department Division of Stamps,
suggested that an actual photograph of such a subject might prove to be a help
not only to the department in visualizing the suggestion but also to the Burean
artists.  He finally sold Alvin W, Hall, Dirvector of the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing, the idea of having his two children so photographed. Alvin W,
Hall, Jr., and little Ruoth Hall were thereupon properly posed and photographed
in Mr. Hall's yard. ([lustrated.)

Several designs were prepared using this drawing as a basis for the main
subjeet. The first scheme indicated a rather formal treatment of the frame with
the vienette a most exaetly like the photograph, ([lustrated.) This did not
prove to be an entirely satisfactory design, and a second was prepared in which
the frame was more truly fitted for an Arbor Day stamp in that it had oak leat
ornaments.  The position of the girl was changed as was the location of the
house in the background. The boy’s shovel was changed to a spade.  (Illus-
trated.)

ISTATES PON TAGE

Preliminary Designs.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used,

"4

The final design drawn, by A, R. Meissner, was a modification of the two

carlier sketehes.  (Ilustrated.)  The girl was returned to the position indicated
in the first drawing, the boy being placed behind the tree. At each side and
enclosing the vienette Mr. Meissner suggested trees with spreading branches
meeting at the top of fhe design, forming an arbor. The vignette was engraved
by J. Eissler, and the {rame and lettering by E. M. Hall, both of the Burean of
Eneraving and Printing.

The original order placed with the Burean called for one hundred million,
but as the rate of first ¢ ass mail was expected to be shortly inereased to three
cents this was reduced to about half this amount. When the three cent rate
went into effeet on July 6, 1932, the Bureau still had a large supply ol these
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two cent stamps on hand. These remained at the Bureau until after July 1,
1933, when the local rate was reduced to two cents, which resulted in quantities
of these stamps being actually in use more than a year after they had been is-
sued, a rather unusnal oceurrence for commemorative stamps. Six plates were
prepared and all of them went to press. There was but little variation in the
shade, and the plate varieties found were all minor.

Bhades: Light carmine, carmine.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Defective transfer.
c¢: Plate flaws as listed below:

20872—1U. RH. 38 A large dot in the “W" of “TWO.”
U.L. 4 A dot just outside the upper left corner.
20873—U. L. 11 A slight horizontal scratch above the girl's head.
U.R. 82 A small spot of color in the sky above the house.
L. R. 48 A spot of color at the top of “2' of “1932.”
20876—L. R. 98 A defective transfer causing a break in the bottom frame line.
20877—IL. L. 75 A heavy diagonal line, 13, mm long, in back of the boy's head.

Plates used: 20872—73, T4, 75, 76, 77
‘Quantity issued: 66,182,900,

NOTES
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Design Submitted by Everett A, Vordenbium.

Photograph of Oviginal Drawing Not Used.

CHAPTER XXIX
OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES ISSUE
1932

HEN modern Olympic Games were revived in Greece during 1896 that

‘/ \{ country issned a special set of stamps to commemorate the event. Sinee

then many other countries, hosts to these quadrennial contests, have

likewise issued special stamps. When our turn came to hold them in the sum-
mer of 1932 it was natural that we follow suit.

It was during 1930 that Congress made the suggestion to the Postmaster
General for a pictorial series to be issued in 1932, In the summer of 1931,
during a visit to California, Postmaster General Brown was approached by Mr,
Garland, President, and Mr. Young, Secretary of the Olympie Committee, with
the request that a series of commemorative stamps be issned for the forthcoming
Olympie Games. At that time the Postmaster was reported as being in favor of
a single 2 Cent stamp. It was, however, called to his attention that many of the
participants would come from abroad and that a 5 cent stamp might very prop-
erly be made available for use on their letters home. Soon after this the Burean
was instrueted to start work to prepare a series of sketehes for such an issue,

The records indicate that more designs were prepared for these two stamps
than for any previous issue, The designs were grouped in two major classifica-
fions, one showine classie designs whieh had been previously used by various
foreign countries, and the other a more modern type. In the modern type the
subjeets consisted of the four of the five events in the “Pentathlon,”” and cover-
ed jumping, diseus throwing, running and wrestling.  For some reason boxing
seems to have been carvefully omitted.

Early in 1932 a sketeh, (Tlustrated,)* was submitted by Everett A. Vorden-
baum, Postmaster at Randolph Field, Texas, which so appealed to the Depart-
ment that it was used as the basis for one of the final designs,

It was originally planned to issue these stamps about May 15th, so that
the Olympie Games which were to take place in July might receive some pub-

*From Mr. King's Collection.
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licity, but as the time for issuing these stamps approached it became quite
evident that the postal rate on first class mail would be raised to three cents an
ounce. It was therefore necessary to withhold issuing these stamps until a
decision was reached. It was next hoped to be able to issue the stamps on June

UNITEDSTATESIPOSTAGE
i X'“ OLYMP |
===- ]

LOSIANG

Classic Designs,

Photographs of Orviginal Drawings Not Used.

1st. This date of issue was again advanced. Early in June it became evident
that the siening of the postal bill by the President might oceur any day and
the date of issue was definitely set for June 15th. June 6th the President signed
the 3 Cent postage bill which would become effective thirty days later, but in
spite of this it was decided to issue the 3 Cent stamp before the effeetive date
of this value, so that the Olympic Games might derive some advertising benefit
from the earlier use of these stamps. The records show that the Bureau of Kn-
graving and Printing made the first delivery of these stamps to the Post Office
Department on June 3vd.  The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, June 6, 1932,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart-
ment is preparing to issue a series of special postege stamps in the 3-cent and H-cent
denominations in honor of the International Olympic Games to be held at LLos An-
geles, Calif,

The two stamps are of the regular size 75/100 by 87/100 inch in dimensions,
and are identical in every detail except as to color, denomination numerals, and
central subject.

The 3-cent stamp is printed in purple ink and has for the central design the
likeness of an Olympic runner in crouched position as if ready for ithe starting
signal. The 5-cent stamp is printed in blue and includes as the central subject a
representation of the Roman discus thrower modeled from the statue “Discobolus,”
back of which on a solid background is an outline of the globe with the lower part
obscured by clouds.

The central subjects are in oval panels bordered along the top and sides with
a narrow panel in the shape of a horseshoe with open part below. Within the bor-
dering panels, which have white edges and solid backgrounds, is the inscription
“Xth Olympiad-Los Angeles, 1932 in white Roman. Across the top of the stamps
in a narrow white-edged panel with solid background are the words “United States
Postage” in white Roman letters. Within a circular panel with white edge and
solid ground in each lower corner is the large numeral 37 or “5" conforming to
the denomination of the stamp. Rising from the top of each circle is an acanthus
leaf which overlaps the base of the horseshoe panel. Connecting the cireles con-
taining the numerals and forming the base of the stamp is a narrow panel, with
solid background and white edges, containing the word “Cents” in white Roman.
On either side from behind the upper part of the horseshoe panel rises a smoking
torch,
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The Olympic Games stamps will be first placed on sale at the post office in Los
Angeles, Calif,, on June 15, 1932, and at other pest offices beginning June 16, or as
soon thereafier as shipment can be made on postmasters’ requisitions. Should the
Olympic Games stamps be received in advance at any post office, the postmaster
shall hold the shipment intact and not place the stamps on sale until June 16. TFor
the benefit of stamp collectors the Olympic Games stamps will be on sale at the
Philatelic Agency on June 16, but the agency will not prepare covers.

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the Olympic stamps may
send a limited number of addressed covers, nol to exceed a total of 25, to the post-
master at Los Angeles, with a cash or postal money-order remittance to exactly
cover the value of the stamps required for affixing; other postage stamps will posi-
tively not be accented in payment. Yovers will be accepted from individual sub-
seribers only, and each cover must be properly and legibly addressed; covers bear-
ing pencil addresses will not be accepted. Special care must be taken in addressing
covers to bear blocks of four of the stamps to allow sufficient clear space for the
attaching ot the stamps. Compliance can not be made with unusual requests, such
as for the affixing of stamps bearing plate numbers or the irregular placing of the
stamps on covers, ete. Reguests for a supply of uncanceled stamps must not be
ineluded with orders for first-day covers. If uncanceled stamps of the new com-
memorative issue arve desired for collection purposes, a separate order should be
sent to the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, Washing-
ton, D. C., and it will receive prompt attention.

Postmasters at direct and central accounting post offices may obtain a limited
supply of the new stamps by requisition on the department. using new styvle requisi-
tion Form 3201-A indorsed “Olympic Games.” Postmasters at third-class and fourth-
class post offices may submit requisitions on Form 3338, with required remittance
of postal funds, to the central accounting postmaster for needed supplies of the new
stamps.

. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

UNITEDSTATES POSTAGE
i OLYMPIAD $=
LOSANCELES 4932

Architectural Frames Modern Designs.

Photographs of Orviginal Drawings Not Used,

A short time after the 3 Cent stamp had been issued there was a rumor that
the runner used for the vignette had been engraved from a photograph of
Charles Paddock. T'pon investigating it was discovered that the 3 Cent Olympie
design was prepared from a photograph of .J. A, Le Coney of Lafavette College,
Intercollegiate Sprint CChampion, but that in engraving this stamp the nose and
the shape of the hands had been altered. This in no way changed the general
custom of not using the portrait of a living person for our stamps, as in this
case Le Coney was simply used as a model.
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Accepted Frame Design,

Photograph of Original Drawing—Maodified and Used for Five Cent.

#718—3 Cent, Violet. RUNNER AT STARTING MARK. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x1014.

Issued June 15, 1932,

At the time the designs for this stamp were first prepared there was little
thought of an inerease in the postal rates, and all the preliminary drawings on
record show a 2 Cent model. The designs for this value might be grouped into
two sections, one the classie, showing the use of ““Vietory’” and “‘ Disecobolus’—
the Diseus Thrower—and the others portraying modern trackmen, Two dif-
ferent types of frames were used, one strictly architectural, the other more
classie and porfraying the garland wreath of vietory. None of the preliminary
designs were aceepted except that the frame of the 2 Cent showing the diseus
thrower was used for bhoth values. However, the discus thrower was used on
the 5 Cent value and a runner in a crouched position, as if ready for the start-
ing signal, was substituted for this value.

.x‘;

OLYHBIAD
LOS ANGELES 1332 L)

LOS ANGELES1832
CHENES r

Modern Desxigns Garland Frame,

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.
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Beeause of the uncertainty of the date of the change of postal rates a 2 Cent
master die was prepared of the aceepted design and numbms were assigned to
six plates. The first four of these plates were made using the 2 Cent design
and, of course, never went to press, Iowever, the other two plates had not
been started and the new 3 Cent stamp was entered on these. They were put to
press along with four later plates.

The vignette of this stamp was engraved by .J. Bissler after the design by
Vietor MeCloskey, Jr., and the frame and lettering were engraved by E. M.
Hall, all of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

mmmm
10 ANGELES 1932

CENTS

Additional Designs.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.

There were few philatelie varieties on this value, the only one worthy of
note being a erack in stamp No. 1 in the upper left pane of Plate No. 20906.
As in the case of the Bicentennial issue this was also a erack eaused by the grip-
per slots, and was found only on the later printings.

Because of the inerease of the first elass rates from two to three cents per
ounce there was a great demand for this three eent value, and they were on
general sale for but a short period and had completely disappeared from post
offices long before the five cent,

Shades: Violet, deep violet.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Cracked plate.
¢: Plate flaws as listed below:
20864—TL. R. 95 A faint scrateh in “1932."
100 Serateh across the sprinter's hand running into the colorless mar-
gin around the left “3.”
20865—U. R. 20 There is a stain above the sprinter's head. This has been seen on
numerous copies and is therefore constant on one stage of this
plate. It has also been seen without.

20906—7U. L. 1 Cracked Plate, (Illustrated) Only on late printings.
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20906—1L. I.. 66 Three strong spots of color in the background to the right of the
head.
20007—7U. R. 18 A marked scratch on the right “3."

Plates used: 20864—65
20906—07, 08, 09

Plates not used: 2 Cent—20860, 61, 62, 63
Quantity issued: 166,900,400,

NOTES
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UNITEDSTATES POSTAGE

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used,

#719—5 Cent, Blue. ‘‘DISCUS THROWER.” No Watermark.
Perf. 11x10%4.

Issued June 15, 1932,

Here again the Bureau made numerous designs both elassic and modern,
These in many ways were similar to those nsed on the 2 Cent. However, it
seemed to have become the eustom of various of the foreign countries to use the
famous ‘‘Discobolus’” or Diseus Thrower, by Myron, on the 5 Cent stamps, and
it was decided to eontinue this custom especially sinece a white statue shows
up partieularly well against a blue background. The accepted design had orig-
inally been prepared for the two eent, and as noted before was based on a sug-
gestion made by the Postmaster at Randolph Field, Texas. The die proof was
approved Mareh 22nd.,

! I’OSTAGR

M OLYMPIAD - 1) 75

e [DXT08 ANGELES 2
Wrestlers. 't‘ — 1

Ancient. Modern.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.

The vignette of this stamp was engraved by L. S. Schofield after the de-
sign by Vietor MeCloskey, Jr., and the lettering and frame engraved by E. M.
Hall, all of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,
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The
Javelin
Thrower.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.

It was on this stamp that the first gripper slot cracks were discovered.
These were first found on the upper right pane of Plate No. 20868, stamp No.
10. It was later also disecovered that there were similar cracks in the upper
left pane. However, unlike the 3 Cent crack these positions were never found
without these marks.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.

Whereas the three cent value soon disappeared from post office stocks the 5
Cent seemed to be on sale for a considerably longer time than might have been
expected, This no doubt was largely due to the fact that the air mail rate had
been raised to 8 Cents. Six plates were prepared, of which four went to press.

Shades: Blue, bright blue, deep blue.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Cracked plate.
¢: Plate flaws as listed:
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20868—L. L. 1

A°Y] /% %’gf u@’i/

Cracked Plate 20868 UL,

CRACKED PLATE. RUNS FROM THE COLORLESS INSIDE
VIGNETTE FRAME LINE BELOW THE FIRST “E"” OF “LOS
ANGELES” RUNNING INTO THE GLOBE FOLLOWING ALONG
THE 4TH HORIZONTAL SHADING LINE. (Illustrated.)
CRACKED PLATE. THERE IS A CRACK RUNNING FROM
THE FRAME OF #5 THROUGH THE GUTTER JUST BEYOND
THE FRAME OF #4. TH ERE IS ANOTHER CRACK JUST
ABOVE THIS, STARTING IN THE GUTTER AND RUNNING
INTO THE DESIGN OF #4. 1T CAN BE SIKEN PASSING OVER
THE TORCH AT THE LEFT AND DISAPPEARING ABOVE
THE “E" OF “LOS ANGELES." (Illustrated.)

A SIMILAR CRACK TO THE ONE DESCRIBED AS 4 AND 5,
THIS HOWEVER IS A SINGLE LINE AND AGAIN RUNS
THROUGH THE TORCH TO THE RIGHT. (Illustrated.)

HAS A MARKED SCRATCH IN THE RIGHT 5. THERE IS
ALSO A SERIES OF CRACKS IN THIS STAMP CONSISTING
OF TWO ALMOST PARALLEL LINES WHICH RUN FROM THE
INSIDE VIGNETTE FRAME LINE THROUGH THE "I OF
SOLYMPIAD,” AND INTO THE GUTTER HALEF WAY TO #9.
(Illustrated.)

Cracked Flate 20868 UR 10,

Mats for Hlusteations of Cracks Drawn by Byron L. Wilcox.

20869—U. L. 2
3

12

U.R. 29

91

20870—L. R, 100
89

20871—L. R. 99

Has a small dot in the “C” of “CENTS.”

Has a small dot under the left “5" just inside the frame line.
Has a faint seratch over the “0" of “POSTAGE."”

A large dot on the discus directly under the wrist.

Has a heavy dot in the “8" of “CENTS."”

Has a spot just inside the frame line below and to the right of
the numher., .

Has a small faint sceratch from the pedestal down through the
“N' of “CENTS' and a faint horizontal line through the “LOS"
of “LOS ANGELES."

Has a dot in the right “5.” On some of the copies seen there
are also vertical cracks in the gutter to the right of the plate
number,

On Position #91 of an U. R, pane of an unknown plate, there is a prominent
curl through the “P" of “POSTAGE.” It has been seen on numerous copies and is
known to be constant. The curl is large and well defined, crossing the colorless
panel above the shading line and through the “S" of “LOS ANGELES.”

Plates used: 20868—69, 70, 71

Plates not used: Z0866—67

Quantity issued: 44,235,800
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NOTES



William Penn,

CHAPTER XXX

WILLIAM PENN ISSUE
1932

URING 1925 a request was made for a stamp commemorating the activi-
D ties of William Penn in the colonization of Pennsylvania. James Bax-
ter, editor of a stamp column in the Chester Times importuned official
Washington for such an issue. Although favoring the idea Postmaster General
Harry S. New refused the request, stating that he did not consider it an oppor-
tune time for such an issue. Penn arrived in Pennsylvania in 1682, and as the
250th anniversary approached plans were made to pmpmlv commemorate the
event. It was still hoped that a special stamp might be issued, and at a meeting
of the Couneil of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, held January 26, 1931,
the following resolution was passed :

“Resolved:; That the Officers and Council of the Historical Society of Pennsyl-
rania in meeting assembled realizing that

(1) All Pennsylvania iz about to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the land-
ing of William Penn and the establishment of the Province of Pennsylvania,

(2) That the activities of William Penn are of national importance.

{3) That the Post Office Department has issued during the last several years
upward of thirty special stamps to commemorate—The Landing of the Pilgrims,
the Huguenot-Walloon Setilement, the coming of the Norwegian sloop “Restaura-
tionen,” the founding of Charleston, Seuth Carolina, the establishment of the Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony, ete.,;—Request that a special stamp or stamps be prepared to
commemorate the landing of William Penn,

“Be it further resolved that:

The President of the Society be and is hereby authorized to appoint a Commit-
tee with authority to call upon such officials as necessary, in order to obtain the
desired results, and thirvdly resolved:

That copies of this resolution be mailed to the Postmaster General, as well as
to members of the Pennsylvania delegation in both the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States,”

No definite action was taken and about a year later a petition signed by
more than eighty historical societies in Pennsylvania were presented to Post-
master General Brown asking for a William Penn stamp. The request was
again denied as it was claimed that the Bureau was too busy printing the Bicen-
tennial issue and preparing designs for the Olympie and Arbor Day stamps.
As the result of protests by Senator James J. Davis, of Pennsylvania, a confer-
ence was arranged during July with Post Office officials to determine whether
or not a Penn stamp could be issued. Shortly after this meeting it was an-
nounced that the Department would issue the Penn stamp umnehme during
October. The official notice follows:
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Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, August 29, 1932,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart-
ment is preparing to issue a special postage stamp in the 3-cent denpmination to
commemorate the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the arrival of William
Penn in America.

The stamp is of the same size and shape as the stamps of the regular issue,
75/100 by 87/100 inch in dimensions, and is printed in purple ink. In a horizontal
line across the top of the stamp are the words “United States Postage” in sma_ll
solid Roman letters, In the center of the stamp is the likeness of William Penn in
armor, reproduced from an engraving of a portrait painted from life in 1666, the
original of which is in the possession of the Pennsylvania Historical Society. On
either side of the head, running perpendicularly, are the dates “1682,"” the year of
William Penn's arrival in America, at the left, and *‘1932" at the right. Within
an upright rectangle with white edges and solid background, in each lower corner,
is a white keystone bearing the numeral “3" in solid Gothie. In a narrow panel
across the hase connecting the corner rectangles is the word “Cents"” in white
Gothic, Below, the portrail on a narrow white ribbon panel is the name “William
Penn" in small solid Gothic letiers,

The William Penn commemorative stamp will be first placed on sale October
24, 1932, at the post oflices in New Castle, Del., Chester, Pa., and Philadelphia, Pa.
The stamp will be on sale at other post offices beginning Octobher 25, or as soon
thereafter as distribution can be made. The William Penn stamp will also be
placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department,
Washington, D, C,, on October 25, for the benefit of collectors. The agency will
not, however, prepare covers,

Postmasters at direct and central accounting post offices may submit separate
requisitions to the department for a limited supply of the William Penn stamp,
using Form 3201-A, indorsed “William Penn.” Postmasters at distriet post oflices
may obtain a small quantity of the William Penn stamp by requisition on the central
accounting postmaster.

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the William Penn stamp
may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed a total of 25, to the
postmasters at the offices designated above, with a cash or postal money-order remit-
tance to exactly cover the value of the stamps required for affixing; other postage
stamps will positively not be accepted in payment. Covers will be accepted from
individual subseribers only, and each cover must be properly and legibly addressed:
covers bearing pencil addresses will not be accepted. Special care must be taken
in addressing covers to bear blocks of four of the stamps to allow sufficient eclear
space for the attaching of the stamps. Compliance can not be made with unusual
requests, such as for the affixing of stamps bearing plate numbers or the irregular
placing of the stamps on covers, ete. Requests for a supply of uncanceled stamps
must not be included with orders for first-day covers. If uncanceled stamps of the
new commemorative issue are desired for collection purposes, a separate order
should be sent to the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department,
Washington, D. C., and it will receive prompt attention.

F. A, TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The stamps were printed on flat bed presses from 400 subject plates. The
f}lll sheets were cut into panes of 100 along the horizontal and vertical guide
lines, and so issued to post offices. The plate numbers were over and under the
fifth row of the left panes, and in similar position on the sixth row of the rieht
panes, the top right number was preceded by an <R, )

#724—3 Cent, Purple. ‘“WILLIAM PENN.” No Wmk. Perf. 11,

Issued October 24, 1932,

When it was announced that the Post Office was going to issue a Penn
stamp, carrying a portrait of him in armor, it caused quite a bit of concern
among the Quakers. Tt was felt that this violated the spirit of their religion
and mocked their veneration of William Penn. They were said to have request-
ed that only the head and neck show but this request was not granted as it was
thought that to reduce the pictures to this extent wonld seriously affeet the
appearance of the stamp. Furthermore it would be impossible to choose another
portrait as this was the only authentic one obtainable. The portrait used, now in
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possession of the Pennsylvania THistorical Society, in Philadelphia, Pa., and
was painted in London during Oe¢tober 1666, when Penn was 22 years old.

Immediately after it was definitely announeed that a Penn stamp would be
issued, Clarence W. Brazer, a member of the Executive Committee of the
Pennsylvania Historical Society, and a well known collector prepared a design
at the sngeestion of the writers, and submitted it to the Postmaster General for
use on the Penn stamp. The frame treatment suggested was reminiscent of the
style prevalent in William Penn’s time, when ornamental frames were heavy
and luxuriant. The inseription snggested, ‘‘1682—Penn—1932"" “IN ("OM-
MEMORATION OF IIS FIRST ARRIVAL IN AMERICA,” is necessarily
brief. In submitting the design Mr. Brazer also sugeested that first day sale be
given to New Castle, Delaware, where Penn first landed ; Chester, Pa., where he
spent some time before going to Philadelphia, which city was of course ineluded.
The design submitted was not aceepted but the suggestions of the first day
honors met with approval and were adopted.

Some of the Bureau’s artists had been making a study and analysis of cer-
tain stamps of European countries and were desirous of getting away from the
more or less stereotype frame designs.

Sketehes were therefore prepared by various artists at the Bureau, and the
fwo schemes presented by Vietor 8. MeCloskey, Jr., and Alvin R. Meissner were
found to be most satisfactory (illustrated). There were certain features of each
sketeh that had special merit, and it was decided to combine the best feature of
each into one design.  The use of the year dates at the side and the larger head
from one drawing was used with the square treatment of the numeral panels of
the other. There were other minor ehanges in the finished design and in addi-
tion a major one, and no doubt the most obvious, the elimination of the frame
line. The latter was a radical departure and no doubt did more to bring out
the beauty of the design than any other change. In honor of Pennsylvania the
numerals of value were placed upon a colorless Keystone, the emblem of that
State.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.

The Accepted Design was a1 Combination of These.

After the preliminary sketch had been approved it was turned over to the
engravers to prepare the master die. John Eissler execnting the vignette and
Edward M. Hall the lettering and frame. On September 23rd the die proof was
approved by the Postmaster General and three days later work was started on
the first plate which was certified as complete on October 3rd.
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Because of the design of the stamp they were all rocked in from top to bot-
tom instead of hottom to top. In spit of this there were numerous shifted
transfers at the bottom. There were two very marked ones in the top of the
design, almost every letter of “‘U, S. POSTAGE" had the top line doubled
upward. These oceurred in the plate number bloek from Plate No, 21066, L L,

There were in addition numerous stamps that had a weak transfer of the
bottom frame line. This was most likely due to the leveling off of the ridges
between the design caused by the displacement of metal in transferring the
design.  After the designs have all been enterd the plate is placed face down
and a metal roller is passed several times over the back of the plate. Where
this is done in a hurry, as must have been the ease, this rolling is apt to foree
some of the raised metal of the gutter back into the design, this will, of course,
thin or close a line and make it appear as a short transfer.

Although the plates used for this issue all bear higher numbers than the
Daniel Webster stamp plates, which was approved at an earlier date but issued
at the same time, we have followed the catalogue sequence.

There was quife some variation in the color of this stamp as printed running
from a red violet to a deep purple the former being the searvcer. Twelve plates
were made and all went to press.

Shades: Light red violet, red violet, purple, bright purple, deep purple,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
: Usual twelve position blocks,
Shifted transfer.
: Defective transfer,
Plate flaws as listed below:

b
c:
d
e:
21064—L. L. 9 Dot at left of “3’ in 1932."
L. 94 Spot of color above the lower curve of the left numeral of value.
L. 1 Has a dot in the colorless border around the white keystone.
7 Has a double seratch running from the first “S"” of “STATES" to
the top of Penn's head,

21066—U. L. 10 & 20 Shifted transfer. The bottom frame line is doubled, being
most noticeable in the left corner as two lines sloping upward to
the right, causing the remainder of the line to be thicker than
normal.

30 Shifted transfer. The bottom line is thicker throughout.
L. L. 96-97 A strong upward shift in the words “U, S. POSTAGE."
21067—1L. L. 62 Dot between the “T" and “E” of “UNITED.”

21071—L. L. 7-17-27 Weak transfer of the southeast corner,

21073—L. L. 4-7-8-14-18-24-28 Weak transfer in the southeast corner.

21075—L. L. 85 Weak transfer in the southeast corner.

Plates used: 21064—65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75
Quantity issued: 49,949,000,

U.
21065—T0.

NOTES



DANIEL WEBSTER

CHAPTER XXXI
DANIEL WEBSTER ISSUE

1932

HORTLY after the method of prepayment of mail was adopted in England,
Daniel Webster of Massachusetts, introduced a resolution in the Senate
advocating the nse of postage stamps in this country. In his resolution

of June 10, 1840, Webster also proposed a reduetion in postal rates which at that
time amounted to 1214 cents from New York to Philadelphia and 25 cents to
places more than 400 miles apart.

Daniel Webster can be placed among the great men of the country during
the first half of the nineteenth century, having been a Senator from 1827 to
1843, Seeretary of State under President Fillmore, and in 1852 was a candidate
for the Presidential nomination of the Whig party. His picture had appeared
on various stamps from the 1870 issue to the 1902 series, but has been missing
since then.

As the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of his birth approached an
effort was made to have a stamp issued in his honor. Daniel Webster was born
on January 18, 1782, and the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of lis birth
passed without the request for a commemorative stamp having been granted.
However, as 1932 was also the eightieth anniversary of Webster’s death, the
effort for a special issue was continued.

Chauncey Newell Allen, of Hanover, N, H., a Professor at Dartmouth Col-
lege and an ardent philatelist wrote to Senator George . Moses of New Hamp-
shire on April 13th, sugeesting such a stamp.  After some effort Senator Moses
was successful in having the Postmaster aet favorably and such a stamp was
ordered. Mr. Allen had suggested Hanover, N, H., where Webster had attended
Dartmouth in the Class of 1801, and Franklin, N. II., Webster’s birthplace, to
be honored as first day towns. These were aceepted, and to them the Depart-
ment added Exeter, N. H., where Webster began his edueation. It would have
been more appropriate if the third town had been Marshfield, Mass., where he
had lived during the later years of life, and where he died in 1852. Several
other towns were also eligible, such as Boston, Mass., from which place he started
his senatorial career, or even Washington, D. (., where he achieved his ereatest
success as an orator. However, election day was approaching and it was said
that the New Hampshire Representatives and Senators needed votes so that all
“first day’’ honors went to that State.
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On August 17th the Postmaster General approved the die, and on Septem-
ber 1st the official notice which follows was released :

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
August 29, 1932,

Postmasters and postal employees are hereby notified that arrangements are
being made to issue a special postage stamp Lo mark the one hundred and fiftieth
anniversary of the birth of Daniel Webster, which is being appropriately celebrated
this year.

The stamp is the same size as the regular issue, 75/100 by 87/100 inch in
dimensions. The stamp ig of the 3-cent denomination, printed in purple. The
central subject is a full face likeness of Daniel Webster, reproduced from a marble
bust. In a semicircular white ribbon panel, with folded ends, over the portrait and
touching the border at top and sides are the words “United States Postage” in small
solid Roman letters. On an upright oval panel with white edge and solid back-
ground in each lower corner connecting the ovals, is the word “‘Cents” in white
Roman. Above the base panel is a narrow ribbon with folded ends which extend
over the ovals containing the denominztion numerals. In the center of this ribbon
at the base of the portrait are the words ‘*‘Daniel Webster” in dark Roman letters,
and in the folded ends are the dates “1782" at the left and “1932" at the right.
On either side, extending from the top of the stamp to the ovals in the lower cor-
ners and partially obscured by the end of the semicircular panel, is a fasces. The
stamp is inclosed in a narrow white line border.

The Daniel Webster commemorative stamp will be first placed on sale October
24, 1932, at Exeter, Franklin, and Hanover, N. H., and at other post offices on Oc-
tober 25, or as soon (hereafter as production will permit. The Daniel Webster
stamp will also be on sale at the Philatelic Agency on October 25 for the benefit of
stamp collectors, but the agency will not prepare first-day covers,

Postmasters at direct and central accounting post offices may obtain a limited
supply of the new stamps by requisition on the department, using Form 3201-A,
indorsed “Webster.” Postmasters at third-class and fourth-class post offices may
submit requisitions on Form 3328, with required remittance of postal funds, to the
central accounting postmaster for needed supplies of the new stamp.

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the Daniel Webster stamp
may send a limited number of addressed covers, not 1o exceed a total of 25, to the
postmasters at the above-named post offices. with a ecash or postal money-order
remittance to exactly cover the value of the stamps required for affixing; other post-
age stamps will positively not be accepted in payment. Covers will be accepted from
individual subseribers only, and each cover must be properly and legibly addressed;
covers hearing pencil addresses will not be accepted. Special care must be taken in
addressing covers to bear blocks of four of the stamps to allow suflicient clear space
for the attaching of the stamps. Compliance can not be made with unusual re-
quests, such as for the aflixing of stamps bearing plate numbers or the irregular
placing of the stamps on covers, ete. Requests for a supply of uncanceled stamps
must not be included with orders for first-day covers. If uncanceled stamps of the
new commemorative issue are desired for collection purposes, a separate order
should be sent to the Philatelic Ageney. Division of Stamps, Post Office Department,
Washington, D. C., and it will receive prompt attention.

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Like the Penn stamps these were printed from flat bed plates of four
hundred subjects, divided into four panes by horizontal and vertieal guide
lines. The sheets were cut along these lines into panes of one hundred subjects
for distribution. There were four plate numbers, above and below the fifth row
on the left panes, and the sixth row on the right panes. The top right number
was preceded by an 117

#7253 Cent, Violet. “PORTRAIT OF DANIEL WEBSTER.”
No Wmk. Perf, 11.

Issued October 24, 1932,
As soon as the Postmaster General had sanctioned the request for a Web-

ster stamp the Bureau artists prepared various designs for consideration. Two
portraits were used for these first models, one the engraving which had been
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used on the 1902 ten cent stamp, the last time Webster’s portrait had been
used, and the other of a recently completed bust by Daniel Chester Freneh made
for the Franklin Congregational Chureh in connection with the Sesquicenten-
nial. Seven preliminary sketches were preparved, two by (. A. Huston and V.
M. MeCloskey, Jr., respectively, and three by A. R. Meissner. We are illustrat-
ing one design of each of the Burean artists, the others were very similar exeept
for changes in the vignette,

Designed by V. M. MceCloskey, Jr. Desizned by A, R, Meissner.

Photographs of Orviginal Drawings Not Used.

The design prepared by C. A. Huston was accepted with minor modifica-
tions. It is interesting to note that the major change was in the portrait. In
the preliminary sketch the head was turned partly to the left, while in the de-
sign finally approved it was turned partly to the right. The lock of hair on
the forehead is at the right in the sketeh and at the left in the finished stamp.
The accepted design is very similar to the one used for the 1902 issue, which
was prepared by Mr. Huston’s predecessor, R. Ostranger Smith. It is, of
course, a fitting design for Daniel Webster, lawyer, statesman, and orator.

Designed by C. A, Hoston.
Photograph of Orviginal Drawing Used with Modifications.

Coming out on the same day as the William Penn stamp, which had an entirely
new freatment, this design was not given the same enthusiastic reception as
was the latter. However, it was a very attractive design if viewed separately
and certainly the best of the sketches submitted. The engraving of the vignette
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was executed by John Eissler, and the engraving of the lettering by W. B. Wells,
both of the Bureaun of Engraving and Printing.

After the stamp had been approved there was considerable discussion rela-
tive to the portrait, some intimating that it bore a striking resemblance to Henry
Clay. This, however, is incorrect as the bust had been made especially for the
Congregational Chureh in Franklin, N. . This was formerly Salisbury, where
Webster was born. The portrait bust was modeled by Daniel Chester French,
but soon after the plaster model had been cast by Mr. French the latter died,
and the portrait was finally completed by his danghter, Mrs. Crasson.

The stamp as issued appeared in numerous shades ranging from light lilae
to a deep violet. Twelve plates were made and all went to press. The last four
plates were used to complete the order for these stamps and as a result plate
number blocks from them are somewhat searcer than from the others, although
none are rare,

There were no major plate varieties on this stamp. One of some import-
ance, though hard to see exeept with a glass, is a slight break in the transfer roll.
The horizontal line of the R’ of “*WEBSTER’" became broken and on num-
erous copies the eurve of the letter is not joined to the upright. There was also
one minor printing variety. A small number of upper right panes were found
without plate numbers, but this is a printing variety due to the blanket on the
press not being in the proper position to give the needed pressure at this point.

Both this stamp and the William Penn were exceptionally popular and
about a month after they were first issued the Department announced that all
those on hand were exhausted, and that no more would be issued to post offices.
A supply remained on hand at the Ageney for some little time.

Shades: Light lilae, lilae, bright lilae, reddish violet, red violet. light violet, violet,
deep violet,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Broken relief,
¢: Plate flaws as listed below:

21036—1U. R. 6 The stamp below the plate number has a diagonal scratch running
upward and to the left from the left frame line.

21038 L. I.. 30 Serateh running from left shoulder upward through the YD of
“UNITED.”

21039 Relief break in the “R” of “WEBSTER.” The break is in the
horizontal that joins the curved point of the “R’ to the back of
the letter. The break started in the fourth vertical row of the
U. L. pane, and all the other vertical rows from this to the tenth
of the left panes show the broken relief. It is also on the stamps
in the right panes. This relief does not seem to have been used
on other plates.

Plates used: 21034—35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 46, 47, 48, 49
Quantity issued: 49,538,500,

NOTES



4 A
Photograph Model Used by the Bureaun Artists.

CHAPTER XXXII

GEORGIA BICENTENNIAL ISSUE
1933

nah, and founded what later became the State of Georgia and the citizens

of Georgia have always felt that this event proelaimed the end of Spanish
domain in this country. The establishment of an English Colony mnear the
Spanish settlement, plus the later defeat of the Spanish forees which soon tried
to force the retirement of the new colonists from this loeality, prevented any
further expansion of Spain’s foothold north of Florida.

As the 200th anniversary date of the founding of the English colony ap-
proached, plans were made for a bicentennial celebration planned to run from
February 12th to Thanksgiving Day, and a request to the Post Office Depart-
ment was made for a stamp to commemorate the event. The first sugeestion
for this stamp was made, we understand, on April 12, 1932, by a Miss Moina
Mitehel of Athens, Ga., and a short time later A. H. Rogers, in charge of the
Georgia Bicentennial celebration movement, visited Washington and formally
requested that such a special stamyp be issued. The sugeestions were for a 3 Cent
stamp, but an effort was made to have in addition a five cent stamp issued for
foreign mail, as well as an eight eent stamp for Air Mail. The demand for the
two higher values was sponsoved by the Atlanta Constitution.

The request for this stamp made little headway as Postmaster General
srown felt that the issuance of any further commemoratives should be left to
the incoming administration. This did not deter efforts on the part of those
interested to have the stamp issued in time for use at the start of the celebra-
tion on “‘Founder’s Day,"" February 12, 1933, which marked the two hundredth
anniversary of the fonnding of Georeia.

On January 20th the entire Georgia Congressional delegation called on Post-
master General Brown and were finally able to obtain his approval of a Georgia
Bicentennial stamp. At this late date, however, it seemed hardly possible that
the stamp could be issned in time for February 13th, the 12th being on a Sun-

O,\' Februnary 12, 1733 General James Edward Oglethorpe landed at Savan-
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day, but they were promised that every effort would be made to have everything
ready by that day. In line with this promise, a few days later the Third Assist-
ant Postmaster General formally announced that the Georgia stamps would be
issued on February 13th. The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, D. C., January 24, 1933,

Posimasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the Depart-
ment is preparing to issue a special postage stamp in the 3-cent denomination to
commemorate the 200th anniversary of the settlement of eGorgia, and in honor of
General Oglethorpe, the founder of the colony.

The stamp is of the same size as the regular issue, 75/100 inech by 87/100 inch
in dimension, without border, and is printed in purple ink, 1In a horizontal line
across the top of the stamp in solid Roman letters are the words “United States
Postage.” The central subject of the stamp is the likeness of General Oglethorpe,
wearing a coat of armor. In each lower corner, within an upright rectangular panel
with tinted face and narrow white line border is the large numeral “3" in white
Roman. In a narrow panel at the bottom of the stamp is the word “Cents" in white
Roman. On a white ribbon directly above the base panel is the name “General
Oglethorpe” in dark Gothic letters. On either side of the head, arranged perpen-
dicularly, are the dates “1733" at the left and “1933" at the right.

Tht Gen. Oglethorpe commemorative stamp will be first placed on sale February
13, 1933, at the post office in Savannah, Georgia. The stamp will be on sale at
other post oflices as soon as production will permit. For the benefit of stamp col-
lectors, the Gen. Oglethorpe stamp will be availiable for sale at the Philatelic
Agency, Post Office Department, Washington, D. (., on February 14, 1933, The
Agency will not, however, prepare covers.

Postmasters at direct and central accounting post offices may submit requisi-
tions to the Department on Form 3201-A, endorsed “Oglethorpe,” for a limited
supply of the new commemorative stamp. Owing to the small quantity to be printed,
it will be necessary for shipments to individual post offices to be reduced to a
minimum. Postmasters are further advised that, because of the limited time avail-
able, it will not be possible to complete the distribution to post offices until well
after the date the stamp is first offered for sale. Postmasters af distriet offices may
obtain a small gquantity of the Gen, Oglethorpe stamp be requisition on the central
accounting postmaster,

Stamp collectors desiring first day cancelations of the Gen, Oglethorpe stamp
may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed a total of 25, to the
Postmaster, Savannah, Georgia, with a cash or postal money order remittance to
exactly cover the value of the stamps required for aflixing; other postage stamps
will positively not be accepted as payment.

Covers will be accepted from individual subseribers only, and each cover must
be properly and legibly addressed. Special care must be taken in addressing covers
to bear blocks of stamp to allow sufficient clear space for the attaching of stamps.
Compliance can not be made with unusual requests, such as for the affixing of stamps
bearing plate numbers or the irregular placing of the stamps on covers, ete., Re-
quests for a supply of uncanceled stamps must not be included with orders for first
day covers. Uncanceled stamps of the new commemorative issue desired for collee-
tion purposes may he obtained from the Philatelic Ageney, Post Office Department.

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

It had originally been intended to print these stamps on the votary press,
but as time was an element and as it is a slightly longer operation to make
curved plates than flat plates, the Director of the Burean of Engraving and
Printing finally decided on the latter. The plates prepared contained 400 sub-
jeets each and were divided into panes of 100 by the customary horizontal and
vertical guide lines. The full sheets were then eut along these lines into the con-
ventional post office panes. There were four plate numbers, one fo each pane,
over and under the fifth vertical row of the left panes and the sixth row of the
right. In the past the upper right number had been preceded by an “F”
which while it did nof signify the word ‘‘finished’” as generally presumed, did
mean that the plate was certified and ready for use. In this issue the Burean
adopted a new type of plate marking by placing over the fourth stamp of the
upper right pane the initials ““C. 8.”” about 3mm high, which meant “*Chromed
steel.”” These were the first flat postage stamp plates to be chromium plated.
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On February 3rd the Information Serviee of the Post Office Department
released the following :

“Announcement was made todayv by Frederick A. Tilton, Assistant Postmaster
General that special arrangements have been made to first offer for sale the General
Oglethorpe Commemorative stamp alt Savannah, Ga,, on February 12, instead of
February 13, as originally announced. The reason for this change is that the fact
of the true anniversary of the founding of the Georgia Colony by General Oglethorpe
falling on February 12, 1733, when he landed at Savannah on that date, has out-
weighed the consideration of that day this year falling on Sunday.

Stamp collectors and other interested, who have sent first day covers o the
Posimasier at Savannah are advised that any covers received before midnight of
February 13 will be cancelled as of February 12, Special arrangements are being
made by the Department to offer for sale the Oglethorpe Commemorative stamps at
all Georgia post offices on Monday, February 13, so far as practicable to do so, and
also at the Philatelic Agency, Washington, D. C., on the same date. The Postmaster
at Atlanta, Ga., will receive an advance shipment of the Oglethorpe stamps in order
to effect a small distribution to all third and fourth-class post offices. The demand
for the Oglethorpe stamps on requigitions received from postmasters to date has re-
quired the Department to aunthorize an additional printing of 25,000,000, making
50,000,000 thus far authorized,

These commemorative stamps will be issued to other post offices throughout the
country as fast as production facilities will permit.”

As a result of this announcement the Georgia stamp was not only issued
but actually placed on sale on Sunday February 12th, known as Founder’s Day,
and the first day of the Centennial celebration. This was an excellent farewell
gesture on the part of the outgoing administration and greatly appreciated by
first day cover collectors, as well as by the people of Georgia. This ecooperation
was continued by the new administration and on July st another order of
fifteen million was prinfed in answer to numerous requests from Georgia for
additional quantities,

#726—3 Cent Violet. ‘““PORTRAIT OF GENERAL OGLETHORPE.”
No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued February 12, 1933.

The likeness of General Oglethorpe was engraved from a photograph fur-
nished the Post Office Department by the Georgia Bicentennial Commission.
In submitting the photograph the Commission stated that:

“This photograph was made in London from a painting, the only authentic one
known, and which has lately been purchased by Oglethorpe University at Atlanta.
The painting is now in their possession and will be one of the important features
of the celebration. The only other painting known was painted by Sir Joshua
Reynolds and was destroyed by fire several years ago. The artist who painted this
portrait, a photograph of which is herewith, is unknown, but its authenticity is
undisputed by the art eritics of Europe.”

We have illustrated the photograph used as a model by the Bureau artists in
preparing the designs for this stamp. It will be noticed that there is a white
line avound the portrait. This was placed there by the artists of the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing so as to have an outline for the engraving work as
the dark background of the photograph would have otherwise made it hard to
reproduce effeetively.

The unusnal design of the Penn stamp had met with sneh an enthusiastie
reception that the Post Office Department requested the Burean to prepare a
stamp of somewhat similar design. Three sketehes were thereupon prepared on
which the ontside frame line was omitted, (Illustrated) and the drawing pre-
pared by (. A. Huston was finally aceepted, but with some slight modifications
being made. The vignette was engraved by John Hissler and the lettering was
executed by E. M. Hall and W. B. Wells, all of the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing.
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Designed by A. It. Meissner. Designed by V. M. MeCloskey.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.

This stamp too was quite popular but not accorded as much praise as the
Penn stamp. This was due largely to the Oglethorpe’s lack of personal good
looks as well as being the second stamp of a'most identical design. The entire
State of Georgia had a ‘“‘second day’’ privilege and most of the towns used a
cachet similar to the one in use at Savannah for February 12th.

Sixteen plates were made and all went to press. The last four plates did
not have as long use as the others and the plate numbers from these are sowe-
what searcer. There was only a slight variation in shades. Many copies seem
to have a strong offset on the back.

Designed by C, A, Huston.

Photograph of Original Drawings Used with Modifieations.

The use of “C 8’ on the upper right panes eaused new problems to the
plate number eollectors. It meant that the top plate number blocks must either
be colleeted with the number at the extreme rieht and the ““C 8" over the ex-
treme left stamp in blocks of six, or as was genera’ly done in blocks of fen (5x2
with the plate number and “*C' 8”7 one stamp removed from each end of the
bloek, This also meant that those who collected all positions were obliged to
take the upper left in blocks of ten to show them without the ““ehrominm plated
steel”” marking. The demand for upper right blocks became such a nuisance to
post offices that it was decided to omit any such markings adjacent to the plate
numbers in the future,
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On February 12th at Savannah there were over 300,000 covers mailed and
over 450,000 stamps sold. It has been reported that one collector received
several covers dated February 12, 1932, instead of 1933, and that the ““2°7 was
changed to **3”" by manuseript, and it was most likely caused by the use of an
extra canceller on which the year date had not been changed.

There were numerous plate varieties on this issue, most of these being
heavy spots of color easily seen without a glass. None, however, were of major
importanece,

Shades: Reddish violet, deep reddish violet, violet, bright violet, deep violet.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,

a: Upper right with “C 8" in blocks of ten,
b: Upper left without “C 8" in blocks of ten.
¢: Lower panes in blocks of six.

Shifted transfer.

Defective transfer,

: Plate flaws as listed helow,

21096—U. R. 14 Heavy dot in the “T" of “CENTS.”
21098—1U. R. “C 8" in the upper sheet margin thinned (defective) in lower
right sections.
210909—-U. R. 62 A heavy spot of color above the first “0" of “OGLETHORPE.”
I. L. 23 A dot in the lower left “3."”
21101—U. R. 5 Heavy dot under “P” of “POSTAGRE."”
U.L. 61 A slight shifted transfer of the lower left corner showing as a
doubling of the lower left frame line, also background of left
3" causing it to appear almost solid.
L. 96 A stain in the ““C" of “CENTS."” -
100 A scratch and a dot over the numeral “1” of “1733.”
L. 10 A strong scratch looking like a “fish hook' to the right of the
“1" of “1933." Also without.
U.R. 41 A diagonal scratch in “S" of “CENTS.”
21104—U. L. 13 Defective Transfer. The upper left side of the first “T" of
L
R

=Ny

L.
21102—1.

"STATES” is defective, part being entirely missing.

49 A heavy spot of color below the right eye.

31-32-41-42-43 The horizontal plate layout lines were not properly
burnished out and show up quite prominently in the words
“UNITED STATES POSTAGE,” being most prominent in
“STATES."

Plates used: 21096—97, 98, 99
21100—01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10 11

Quantity issued: 61,719,200

21105—L.
21106—L.

NOTES
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NOTES



Washington’s Headguarters at Newburgh, N. Y.

From an Engraving in the “New York Mirror” of 1834,

CHAPTER XXXIII

PEACE COMMEMORATION ISSUE
1933

HE Revolutionary War may be said to have begun with the skirmishes at
I Lexington and Coneord on April 19, 1775, with ““the shot heard ’round
the world.”” Exactly eight years later that war was over, the American
colonies were victorious, and had proved themselves free and independent.
April 1925 being the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Lexington and the be-
ginning of the war, it was quite fitting that the Lexington-Coneord stamps he
issued at that time, and it was also equally fitting that eight yvears later, in 1933,
another issue be promulgated to commemorate a glorious thongh hard foueht
vietory.

Some months prior to the anniversary date Congressman Hamilton Fish of
New York suggested that sueh a commemorative stamp be issned, the first day
sale of which should be limited to Newbureh, N. Y., where peace was proclaimed
by General Washington from his headquarters in the old Hashrouck House.
Mr. Fish presented this idea to Postmaster General Brown, who though express-
ing himself in favor of it, suggested that due to the coming chanee in the Na-
tional Administration the matter be taken up with the incoming Posfmaster
General.

Congressman Fish, however, did not wait for the inauguration. but took the
question up with President-clect Roosevelt, who immediately approved the
suggestion.  Colonel Fish then submitted several illustrations of Washington’s
Newburgh headquarters to the Post Offiee Department for suggestions for the
proposed stamps, and these were turned over to the artists at the Bureau from
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which to prepare sketches for the approval of the new Postmaster General. It
was reported from Washington that President Roosevelt, an ardent philatelist,
had personally selected the design used for this stamp, and as it was the first
to be issued under his administration it was considered a special tribute to eol-
lectors that, in spite of the stremuous times prevailing and decisions of great
importance awaiting his sanction, the President should give the necessary time
to consider and finally choose a new stamp design. This was truly the beginning
of a ““‘new deal™ for all the people as well as for colleetors,

On Mareh 10, 1933, the Information Service of the Post Office Department
issued the following notice to newspapers for immediate release:

“Postmaster General Farley announced today that, with the personal approval
of President Roosevelt, who is an enthusiastic stamp collector, he has directed the
issuance of a special stamp to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the issuance
of the Proclamation of Peace, at Newburgh, N, Y., April 19, 1783.

The new stamp will be of the three-cent denomination printed in purple ink.
It will show Washington’s headquarters at Newburgh, with his flag flying from the
staff and depict the surrounding mountains and river. At the top of the stamp will
be the words “U. S, Postage.”

The stamp will first be placed on sale at the post office at Newburgh, N. Y,
on April 19, and at the Philatelic Agency, Washington, D. C., on the day following.
It will be on sale at other post offices throughout the country as soon as distribu-
tion can be made.

There will be 50,000,000 of the new stamps printed at the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing for use of postmasters.

The Hasbrouck House, at Newburgh, which Washington occupied as his head-
quarters and which is still standing, elaims to be among our most cherished and
famous Revolutionary shrines. Washington occupied the home from April 1, 1782
to August 19, 1783. It was from this house that he wrote his famous letter of ad-
vice to the Governor of the States, and also his reply to Colonel Nicola, disdaining
the offer of a crown,

The headquarters are often referred to both as the first White House and the
Cradle of the Republic. It was here, on April 19, 1783, that General Washington
issued the formal Proclamation of Peace with the British and from here that many
of the Continental troops were dishanded.

Martha Washington spent considerable time at the Newburgh headquarters, and
helped to receive the distinguished guests and to entertain the Generals and their
wives

The headquarters and surrounding park are owned by the State of New York.

The official order, issued by General Washington, containing the Proclamation
of Peace, reads as follows:

“Headquarters, Newbhurgh, April 18, 1783.

“The Commander-in-Chief orders the cessation of hostilities between the United
States of Ameriea and the King of Great Britain to be publicly proclaimed tomorrow
at 12 o'clock at the new building, and that the proclamation which will be com-
municated herewith will be read tomorrow evening at the head of every regiment
and corps of the Army, after which the Chaplain will render thanks to Almighty God
for all his mercies, particularly for his over-ruling the wrath of man to his own
glory and causing the rage of war to cease among the Nations.”

On March 14th the official notice announced the new stamps to postmasters
and other postal officials, appearving in the Postal Bulletin of March 16th, as
follows :

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, March 14, 1933.

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart-
ment ig preparing a special postage stamp in the 3 cent denomination to commemo-
rate the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the issuance by General Washing-
ton of the official order containing the proclamation of peace marking officially the
ending of hostilities in the war for independence.

The stamp is the same size as the regular issue, seventy-five one hundredths by
eighty-seven one hundredths inch in dimensions. The stamp is inclosed in a narrow
double-line border and is printed in purple ink. At the top of the stamp in a nar-
row panel with solid background and ornamental ends are the words “U. 5. Post-
age” in white Roman. Underneath this panel in three lines is the ingeription '*“Wash-
ington’s Headquarters Newburgh, N. Y. 1783-1933" in small dark Gothic lettering.
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The central design is a representation of the Hasbrouck House at Newburgh, N. Y.,
used as headguarters by General Washington at the time the proclamation was is-
sued. The Hudson River is pictured at the left of the house and in the background
are ranges of hills following the course of the river. In the lower right corner of
the central design is a large tree with rocks and plants around the base. In the
opposite lower corner is a cannon partly hidden by shrubbery. In front and to the
left of the house is a staff bearing a flag representing the first stars and stripes.
The large numeral “3" in dark Gothic is inclosed within a shield-shaped panel with
light background at the center of the lower edge. On either side of the panel con-
taining the denomination numeral is a ribbon with folded ends bearing the words
“three' at the left and “cents™ at the right.

The proclamation of peace commemoriative stamp will be first placed on sale
April 19, 1933, at the post office in Newburgh, N. Y. The stamp will be available
for sale at other offices as soon as production will permit. For the benefit of stamp
collectors the new commemorative stamp will be placed on sale at the Philatelic
Agency, Post Office Department, Washington, D. C., on April 20, 1933. The agency
will not, however, prepare covers for mailing on that date.

Postmasters at direct and centrai-accounting post offices may submit requisi-
tions to the department on Form 3201-A, indorsed for identification purposes “New-
burgh,'” for a limited supply of the new commemorative stamp., Postmasters at dis-
trict-accounting pest offices may obtain a small quantity of the proclamation of
peace stamp by requisition on the central-accounting postmaster, with remittance to
cover the value of the stamps desired.

Stamp collectors desiring first day cancellations of the proclamation of peace
stamp may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed a total of 25, to
the postmaster, Newburgh, N. Y., with a cash or postal money order remittance to
exactly cover the value of the stamps required fer aflixing, Other postage stamps
will positively not be accepted in payment,

Covers will be accepted from individual subseribers only, and each cover must
be properly and legibly addressed. Special care must be taken when addressing
covers to bear blocks of stamps to allow sufficient clear space for the attaching of
the stamps and impression of the postmark. Compliance can not be made with
unusual requests, such as for the affixing of stamps bearing plate number or for the
irregular placing of the stamps on the covers, ete,

Requests for a supply of uncanceled stamps of the new commemorative issue
should not be included with orders for first day covers., Such stamps when desired
for mailing purposes should be purchased at the local post office. Stamps of select-
ed quality needed for collection use may bhe obtained on mail orders to the Phila-
telic Agency of the department.

C. B. EILENBERGER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

On March 28th the Postmaster General approved the die proof and work
was immediately started making the plates, actual printing being started on
April 11th, 1933. '

This being the first new issue by the PPost Office Department under Post-
master General James A. Farley, a special ceremony was observed at the Burean
of Engraving and Printing when the first stamps were printed, and prior to
starting the rotary press the Postmaster General said:

“It is with the utmost gratification that this, my first visit to the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing, has given me the opportunity of winessing the initial print-
ing of the Proclamation of Peace commemorative postage stamp.

It is fitting that the first stamp to be issued under the authority of the admin-
istration of President Roosevelt is to mark one of the closing chapters in the War
for Independence, the formal ending of hostilities.

It was from the Hasbrouck House at Newbrugh, N. Y., which is depicted on
this stamp, that General Washington penned that historic document proclaiming
peace between the Armies of the Colonies and Great Britain.

The old Hasbrouck House, which is still standing, and the surrounding park,
ar enow owned by the State of New York, but this famous Revolutionary shrine he-
longs to no single State, but to the entire nation.

From the viewpoint of the historical record, it is appropriate, therefore, that
the first day sale of the new stamp on April 19, is to be at Newburgh, N. Y., where
this memorable drama was enacted.”

After a few sheets had been printed Director IHall ordered the press stopped
so that one of the first sheets might be removed and sold to the President. This
sheet was endorsed “*For President 17, D, Roosevelt, for his collection, 4-11-33.""
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1 2 9 4 5

Postmaster General James A, Farley Affixing His Signature of Approval
to the First Printing of the Newburgh Stamps.

1—Wm. W. Howes, 2nd Asst. P, M. G.; 2—C. B, Eilenberger, 3rd Asst. P, M. G.; 3—James
A, Farley, The Postmaster General; 4—A. W, Hall, Director ¢f the Bureau;
5—1U. C. O'Mahoney, 1st Asst. P. M. G.

Other sheets were autographed by Postmaster General Farley for each of his
three children., The first sheet printed was ‘‘okehed’ by the Postmaster Gen-
eral, (Illustrated.) The first allotment of these stamps was sent to Newburgh on
April 12th, a week later the stamps were placed on sale at that post office and
the first stamp sold was placed on a letter sent to President Roosevelt on behalf
of the Postmaster General. The sale before the first day was over was approxi-
mately 500,000 stamps, and it was reported that 383,140 first day covers were
poestmarked on that day.

These stamps were printed on rotary presses from four hundred subject
plates, the sheets being divided into post office panes of one hundred by hori-
zontal and vertical gutters. The plate numbers were in the four outside corners
of the plate, one to each pane. The design being horizontal the stamps were
naturally eurved sidewise to fit fhe eylinder of the press, the result being that
when the finished sheets were held in normal position the plate numbers appear-
ed in the upper and lower corners above and below the first vertical row on the
left panes, and the tenth vertical row on the right panes. To avoid confusion
the panes are generally recognized by the location of the plate number when the
stamps are held in this horizontal or normal position, the upper left pane having
the plate number in the npper left corner above the first stamp, the upper right
pane above the upper right stamp in the pane (No. 10) ete,

47973 Cent Violet. ‘‘WASHINGTON’'S HEADQUARTERS.’
No Wmk. Perf. 10%4x11.

Issued April 19, 1933,

Of the several pictures presented by Col. Fish the Department selected an
eneraving that had been printed in the New York Mirror of 1834, (Illustrated.)
This was a particularly artistic view of the old ITasbrouck House that had been
engraved by Smillie after a painting by Robert Walter Weir,

This engraving was turned over to the three artists at the Burean of En-
eraving and printineg who each prepared two drawings, a design by A. R. Meiss-
ner being finally approved. We have illustrated three of the drawings which
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Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.

Designed by C. A, Huston,

I STATES POSTAGE |

NEWBURGH, PEACE TREATY |\
F 1783-1933

7=

R CENTS

Designed by V. M. MeCloskey, Jr.

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used.

were not used, as being of particular interest in showing each artist’s coneep-
tion of the problem. All three emphasize the anniversary of the peace treaty,
while the accepted design merely mentions ‘* Washington’s Headguarters, New-
bureh, N. Y.,”" and the yvear dates, ‘*1783-1933."" The vignette was engraved
by L. 8. Schofield, the frame and lettering being executed by E. M. Hall and
W. B. Wells, all of the Bureau.

When Postmaster General Farley antographed the first four panes of these
stamps they were, of course, still unperforated, and before the stamps from this
press reached the perforating machine these sheets, together with two others,
were removed. They did not, however, remain in this condition, as these sheets
were intended as a good will gesture by the Postmaster General, with no inten-
tion of creating a special type of issne, they were forthwith perforated. To
assure perfeet centering these were perforated on the flat bed perforating ma-
chines. After the six sheets had been delivered to the Postmaster it was dis-
covered that they were still a special type of issue after all, perf. 11x11, instead
of 10%x11. This was called to Mr. Farley’s attention and the six full sheets
were returned to the Burean and after being checked the ENTIRE LOT was
destroyed in the presence of witnesses. None are therefore in existence.

[t will be noted that these stamps are perforated 10Lox11 instead of the
usual 11x10%%.  Althongh perforated on the same machine as were the previous
rotary stamps, this may be readily understood as wheels making the 1014 gauge
perforations ran along the horizontal instead of vertical side, the stamps coming
through the machine sidewise.
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There were no worthwhile plate varieties and but little difference in the
shade. Six plates were made but as one of these was defective and could not
be used, another one was prepared and went to press along with the other five,

Shades: Light violet, violet, deep violet.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Plate flaws as listed below:

21121—U. R. 93 A stain in “C" of “CENTS” and in the margin below the stamp.
L. R. The plate number of this pane has a distinet break in the center
of the last 1" of **21121.”

Plates used: 21118—19, 20, 21, 23, 24
Plates not used: 21122
Quantity issued: 73,382,400

NOTES

T P



CHAPTER XXXIV
CENTURY OF PROGRESS ISSUE
1933

ress World’s Fair, to be held in Chicago during that summer, requested

the Post Office Department to issue a series of stamps ranging in value
from one to ten eents, inelusive. Postmaster General Brown snggested that this
idea be taken up with the incoming administration, which would have ample
time prior to the opening of the fair to eonsider the matter.

The request was made to Postmaster General James A. Farley immediately
after the inanguration of President Rooseve't and official sanefion was given
for a series of three values, one, three and five cents.  However, due to the press
of work at the Burean turning out new paper money plates carrying the signa-
ture of the new Seeretary of the Treasury, as well as Commissions for newly
installed officials, and Government bonds, it was decided to omit the 5 Cent
stamp, and designs were prepared for only the two lower values. It was hoped
to issue these stamps early in May to properly advertise the Fair well in ad-
vance of the opening.

On Mareh 21st the die proofs were approved, and announcement was made
that the one cent stamp would show a replica of Fort Dearborn with the old
stockade, and the three cent value a view of the Administration Building. This
latter information was incorrveet, as all of the three cent designs prepared
hut not used, and the stamp, as issued all showed the Federal Building.

On March 28th Postmaster General Farley authorized the preparation for
a special eanceling die to be used on all letters emanating from Chicago during
the duration of the Ifair. This die read **Century of Progress, World’s Fair,
Chicago, June 1, November 1,77 in two lines, enclosed by a single line border.
These were first used about the middle of April.

The press of work at the Bureau made it impossible for the stamps to be
ready by May 1st, and it was decided to issue them towards the end of that
month. On May 2nd the Department announced that the stamps would go on
sale at the Chicago General Post Office on May 25th. At this time the Post-
master General also announced that in spite of the contemplated reduction of
loeal letter rate to two eents, no Century of Progress stamp of this denomination
would be issued. The official notice follows:

E ARLY in January 1933 the Committee in charge of the Century of Prog-

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, May 3, 1933.

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the Depart-
ment is preparing to issue two special postage stamps in the l-cent and 3-cent de-
nominations, to commemorate the Century of Progress International Exposition to
be held in Chicago, Ill., from June 1 to November 1, 1933,

The stamps are of the same sgize as the regular issue, 0.75 inch by 0.87 inch in
dimensions, arranged horizontally. Both stamps are enclosed in narrow double-
line borders. The l-cent stamp is printed in green and the 3-cent stamp in purple.

The central design of the 1-cent stamp depicts old Fort Dearborn, pioneer out-
post at Chicago, as restored in 1816, A blockhouse of the old fort appears in the
foreground, partly overshadowed below and with a stockade fence extending from
either side to the edge of the stamp. In the background are trees and other build-
ings of the fort. In a short ribbon panel at the top of the stamp are the words “U,
S. Postage’ in solid gothic. On either side opposite the lower edge of this panel
are the dates “1833" at the left and “1933" at the right. Above the blockhouse in
a curved line are the words “‘Chicago Century of Progress' in solid gothie. In each
lower corner is a circular panel with light ground and double-line border enclosing
the denomination numeral ‘1" in solid Roman. In a marrow panel with curved
ends and solid background at the base of the stamp is the word “Cent” in white
Roman, Above the base panel in solid block lettering are the words “Fort Dearbon.”
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The 3-cent stamp has for a central design a reproduction of the Federal build-
ing, with its three massive towers, on the exposition grounds. In a short narrow
panel with solid background, and white border at the top of the stamp are the
words “U. 8. Postage' in white Roman. Below this fop panel and on either side
of the upper part of the central tower are the inscriptions “Century of Progress' at
the left and “Chicago 1833-1933"" at the right in solid gothic lettering arranged in
two lines, In a horizontal line at the base of the central design are the words
“Federal Building' in small solid block letters and directly underneath is the word
“Cents’ in white Roman. Within a circular panel with white border and solid
background in each lower corner is the white Roman numeral “IIL"

The century of progress commemorative stamps will be first placed on sale May
25, 1933, at the main post office at Chicago, I1L., but the stamps will not be available
for purchase at the branch post office in the exposition grounds until June 1, the
official opening date. The new stamps will be placed on sale at other post offices as
soon after May 25 as production will permit. Should advance shipment of the new
commemoralive stamps be received, the postmaster is directed to see that the same
are not offered for sale before May 26.

For the benefit of stamp collectors, the Century of Progress stamps will be
placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department, and the post office,
Washington, D. C., on May 26, 1933. However, neither the agency nor the Wash-
ington post office will prepare covers for mailing on this date.

Postmasters at direct and central accounting post offices may submit requisi-
tions to the Department on form 3201-A, endorsed for identification purposes “Cent-
ury of Progress,” for a limited supply of the new commemorative stamps. Post-
masters at district-accounting post offices may obtain a small quantity of the century
of progress stamps by requisitions on the central-accounting postmaster, with re-
mittance to cover the value of the stamps desired.

Stamp collectors deisring first-day cancellations of the century of progress
stamps may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed a total of 25
altogether, to the postmaster, Chicago, Ill., with a cash or postal money-order re-
mittance to exactly cover the value of the stamps required for affixing. Other post-
age stamps will positively not be accepted in payment. First-day covers should
reach the Chicago post office not later than May 22. Covers will be accepted from
individual subscribers only, each to be properly and legibly addressed. Special care
must be taken, when addressing covers to bear blocks of stamps, to allow sufficient
clear space for the stamps and postmark impression. Compliance cannot be made
with unusual requests, such as for the affixing of stamps bearing plate number or
for the irregular placing of the stamps on the covers, ete,

Requests for a supply of uncanceled stamps of the new commemorative issue
must not be included with orders for first-day covers. Such stamps when desired
for mailing purposes should be purchased at the local post office, Stamps of selected
quality needed strietly for collection use may be obtained on mail orders to the
Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department.

C. B. EILENBERGER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

On May 18th the initial shipment of these stamps, consisting of one million
each of the 1 Clent and 3 Cent stamps, left Washington by air mail for Chicago.
One week later the stamps were placed on sale at the main post office in Chicago
with a great deal of eeremony, bands playved, speeches were made and philately
again made newspaper headlines, On the first day 232,251 covers were mailed
and a total of 2425900 three cent stamps and 1,586,409 of the ones were sold.
Many covers mailed had a combination of 1893 Columbian and 1933 Century of
Progress stamps affixed, an interesting tie-up of these two events, forty years
apart.

On May 27th the Philatelic Ageney at the Fair was opened, and a special
cancellation was used at this station. The postmark read ‘*Chicago, Til.  Cent-
ury of Progress Station.”” A short time later the Post Office Exhibit was open-
ed, which ineluded a Railway Postal Car, and another special cancellation was
provided, reading ““17. 8. Ry. Postal Car Exhibit—Century of Progress Exhibi-
tion.”’

These stamps were printed on the rotary press from four hundred subject
plates. They were as usual divided into four panes by vertical and horizontal
ontters. The full sheets were ent into panes of one hundred throngh these gut-
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fers, and so issued to post offices. There were four plate numbers, one to each
pane, these being in the four outside corners of the plate,

The American Philateliec Society was scheduled to hold its annual conven-
tion in Chicago from Aungust 21st to 26th and an exhibition had been planned
for. As the Burean of Engraving and Printing had a power press at the Fair
it was suggested that a special issue be prepared similar to that of the White
Plains stamp made for the International Philatelic Exhibition at New York in
1926.  This met with the approval of the Postmaster General, and the Bureau
was instrueted to prepare layouts for 25 subjeet panes from flat bed presses,
the model was approved June 16th,

It was originally planned to print these at the Century of Progress, return
them to Washington for perforating and gumming, and then send them back
again ready for sale on August 25th at the A. . S, convention.  Purther eon-
sideration compelled the Department to realize that being printed on flat plate
presses these would be a different varviety and saw no reason for preparing a
special perforating machine for the smaller sheets. It was therefore deecided to
issue them unperforated but only in panes of 25. This naturally led to the de-
cision of not returning the sheets for gnmming.

On July 8th for Information Service of the Post Office Department official-
ly announced that such stamps would be issued. On July 14th the official
notice described the new layout and how first day covers could be obtained.
The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, July 14, 1933.

The attention of postmasters and employees of the Postal Service is called to a
special printing of 1-cent and 3-cent postage stamps of the Century of Progress de-
sign in sheets of 25 stamps each on the stamp press included in the Government
exhibit at the Chicago Century of Progress Exposition.

The sheets will be approximately 53 by 4% inches in dimensions, and will be
issued ungummed and without perforations. In narrow margins on the four sides of
the sheets in small Gothic lettering, corresponding to the color of the denomina-
tions, is the following wording: ‘“Printed by the Treasury Department, Bureau of
Engraving and Printing, under authority of James A. Farley, Postmaster General, at
a Century of Progress, in compliment to the American Philatelic Society for its
Convention and Exhibition, Chicago, Illinois, August 1933."

The special sheets of Century of Progress stamps will be first placed on sale
August 25, 1933 at the Philatelic Station, Chicago, Ill., to be operated in connec-
tion with the annual convention of the American Philatelic Society, held at the
Medinah Michigan Avenue Club, Chicago, August 21-26, The stamps will also be on
sale beginning August 28, 1933, at Chicago Century of Progress Postal Station, Ex-
position Grounds, for the convenience of visitors. Mail orders will not be aceepted,
and as this special issue of stamps will be sold without the usual perforations and
gumming, and in full sheets only, no provision is being made at the Chicago post
office for the preparation of first-day covers

Stamps of this special printing will not be placed on sale at other post offices,
and postmasters are directed not to submit requisitions therefor to the Department.
The stamps will, however. be valid for all postage purposes,

For the benefit of collectors, the special stamps will also be placed on sale, be-
ginning August 28, 19233, at the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department, Wash-
ington, D. C. Collectors may obtain the desired quantity of full sheets of this
special printing of the Century of Progress stamps on mail orders to the Philatelic
Agency, at the rate of 25 cents for sheets of the 1-cent denomination and 75 cents
for the 3-cent sheets, remittances for which must include allowance for return
postage and registration. Remittance should be made by postal money order or
registered letter. Sales will positively be restricted to full sheets, and the Phila-
telic Agency cannot undertake to remove stamps from sheets ordered by collectors
for use in payment of postage and registration fees on shipments. To facilitate
shipment, orders to the Agency for these special sheets should be drawn separately
with separate remittance.

Postmasters may furnish local patrons with information to the above effect in
connection with any inquiries that may be received regarding this special issue of
Century of Progress commemorative stamps.

C. B. EILENBERGER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.
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The plates for the imperforate sheets consisted of 225 subjects, divided into
nine panes of twenty-five each, divided by one inch horizontal and vertical
outters. The plate was laid out in three rows of three panes each. The indi-
vidual panes have five rows of five subjects each. On the border around each
pane was the following inseription: ‘‘Printed by the Treasury Department,
Bureau of Engraving and Printing,”” at the left, ‘‘Under the Authority of
James A. Farley, Postmaster General at the Century of Progress,”” at the top;
“In compliment to the American Philatelie Society for its Convention and BEx-
hibition,”” at the left, and at the bottom, ‘‘ Chieago, Illinois, August 1933, Plate
I;\‘.O.’,

Full Nine Pane Plate Layont.

The panes from each plate were all alike and had the plate number below
the twenty-fourth stamp. There was no identifying mark to designate the posi-
tion of the pane on the plate. But for the work of Arthur E. Owen, who found
certain constant characteristics on each pane of the four plates used, it would
have been impossible to reconstruet the full sheets.

At first only one plate of each was authorized, but with the decision to have
a hand press in operation at the A. P. S. Convention it was decided to prepare
one more plate of each value to be used on this press. A large quantity of each
value was printed at the Bureau before the plates were sent to Chicago.

The imperforate sheets went on sale as scheduled on August 25th, at the
Medinah Club, the headquarters of the A. P. S. Convention. The facilities here
were insufficient to take eare of the large number of collectors who wanted to
buy them and affix them to first day covers, which in this case was quite a task
as it was necessary to use glue on each one. To facilitate their sale the Depart-
ment also placed them on sale at speeial windows of the main post office.

Certain collectors eriticized the Department for this issue, claiming it was
unnecessary and an unfair burden on collectors. There are many who derive
pleasure from finding fault but we feel certain that had the Department decided
to issue high values for the Century of Progress as was done for the (‘olumbian
Exposition in 1893, these collectors would have had less to say, and the burden
on philatelists would have been much heavier. Most eollectors appreciated
Postmaster General Farley’s compliment to Philately, and felt that the Depart-
ment had kept faith with collectors by not issuing any high value commemora-
tives for more than thirty years.
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#728—1 Cent, Green. ‘‘REPRODUCTION OF FORT DEARBORN.”
Rotary Press. No Wmk. Perf. 1014x11.

Issued May 25, 1933.

It was decided by the Department to use a pieture of the replica of Fort
Dearborn on the one cent stamp, this old fort representing the 1833 era and the
start of the “*Century of Progress.”™  Photographs of various views were sub-
mitted by Lenox R. Lohr, General Manager of the Fair and these were turned
over fo the artists of the Bureau who prepared a series of drawings. The Post-
master General approved the design by Vietor L. MeCloskey, Jr., with cerfain

Designed by V. M. MeCloskey, Jr. Designed by O, A. Huston.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.

modifications, the most prominent being the change in the numerals from Arabic
to Roman. We have illustrated several of the preliminary designs, none of
which were nsed. There were four drawings prepared by Mr. MeCloskey, all
showing different views of the Fort. The aceepted design was certainly the most

Desizns by A, IR, Meissner.

Photographs of Originanl Drawings Not Used.

attractive and was given an enthusiastic reception by collectors, A few days
after these stamps had appeared it was discovered that there were eracks in the
extreme right row of the upper and lower panes of Plate No. 21133. These were
similar in appearance to those found on the Bicentennials, A little study soon
showed that these were in the same location on the plate as the earlier ones,



222 Unrrep Stares Posrace Stames or toe 207 CENTURY

although their pane positions were numbered differently because of the design,
These, too, were over the gripper slots. A short time later strips were found
from the same position on Plate No. 21134, but on these the eracks seem to have
been only in the strips found at a later date. We have illustrated one series of
these eracks, the others are similar.

There were several other varieties of this stamp but most of them were
minor. Ten plates were prepared of which eight were used, the last two being
held in reserve,

Shades: Yellowish green, deep ylllowish green, green, deep green,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Cracked plates.
¢: IPlate flaws as listed below:

21131 —U. L. 12 A gash in the right frame line just above where the frame passes
the top of the tree. ALSO WITHOUT.
21133—L. L. 81  Defective circle around the left numeral,
92  Defective “F” in “FORT."”
21132—L.R,10 A heavy dot above the “B" of “DEARBORN."”
21133—U. R. 10 to 100 The strip was found without any cracks and with the cracks
in various stages, some being lavger and more marked than others.
U. R. STAGE I—No cracks
STAGE I1—40-50 A short faint crack, (Illustrated) which starts at
the seroll of #40 and runs through the gutter to
the top of #50.
100 Crack below # 100, only in the gutier,
STAGE III-—40-50 The crack starts just below the fence in # 40 and
runs into the frame of # 50,
100 The crack starts in the scroll to the right of
“CENT.”

21133—L. R. Here, too, the cracks varied in location, size and intensity.
STAGE I-—60-70 The crack is short, just touching the top frame of #70.
STAGE II—10 Crack above this stamp which is a continuation of the one
on the upper pane below #100. Here it runs down to the
frame above the right edge of the margin.
30—40 A crack running from the scroll to the right of “"CENT" in
# 30 through the gutter into the ribbon at the top of # 40.
60—=70 The crack here is much longer and stronger. (Illustrated.)
In #60 is starts in the grass above the right scroll, runs
throngh the gutter into # 70 and down past the “G"” of
“PROGRESS."

21134—U. R Crack between 70 and #80 and below #100. ALSO
WITHOUT.
L. R. A crack in the top frame line. Continuation of the crack

mentioned above bhelow #100. ALSO WITHOUT.
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Plates used: 21131—32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 39, 40
Plates not used: 21141-—42

Quantity issmed: 292,789,300

#730—1 Cent, Green. ‘‘REPRODUCTION OF FORT DEARBORN."”’
Imperf. No Wmk.,

Issued August 25, 1933,

We have previously deseribed the layout of these speeial sheets. 1t was the
Bureau’s intention that the panes of 25 be as nearly alike as possible, and there
was no special marking to designate the position of the individual panes on the
plate. However, through the efforts of Arthur E. Owen, the various character-
isties of the various panes were noted and the plate proofs were ¢hecked, so that
it is possible to locate each pane through eertain characteristic markines, The
drawings illustrated were made espeeially for Stamps by Mr. Owen, and are used
by special permission,

Panes from the one cent plates show a side marginal row of position dots on
six of the panes of each plate in the right margin about %4 mm. below the top
of the letters of the inseription. In several instances one or more of these dots
have been obliterated by the rolling in of the inseription. These position dots
are lacking on panes three, six, and nine. Position dots in the bottom margin
appear near the ("’ of “CHICAGO,” and the “P’" of “PLATE.” These
markings are a better guide to the proper plating of these panes than the num-
erous serateches which in some cases are extremely faint.

Three plates were prepared for this value. The first one, however, did not
2o to press as there was a slight change in the marginal inseriptions.

Inasmueh as some of the stamps were printed in Washington, some at the
Century of Progress, and some at the A. P. 8. Convention, there was a slight
variation in the shades.

Shades: Green, bright green, deep green.

Varieties: Plate markings as illustrated.

1c Plate No. 21145
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Plate 21145 (continued)

Pane 3
No right margin pos. dots:
Bot. margin pos. dots and guide line: . .
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1c Plate No. 21159

Pane 1
Right margin pos. dots: ............

*Dot above R of PRINTING (see illus-
tration).

Bot. margin pos. dots: .........c...u.
No pos. dot above G of GENERAL.,

Pane 2

Right margin pos. dots: ............

*Light dot above S of SOCIETY (see il-
lustration).

No pos. dot above G of GENERAL,

Bot. margin pos. dots: . ..... .0 s

*ane 3
No right margin pos. dots.
*Dot below EN of CENTS of No. 23
(see illustration).
Bot, margin pos. dots: . .usowwemea i
No pos. dot above G of GENERAL.
Light pes, at left top of A of AT.

Pane 4

Right margin pos. dots: ............
*Dash in 2 of 21159 (see illustration).

Pos. dot above right enter of G of GEN-
ERAL.

Bottom margin pos, dots:

Pane 5

Right margin pos. dots: ............
*Light dot below D of Department (see
illustration).

No pos. dot above center of G of GEN-
ERAL.

Biit. margin pos. . dotss o ssvmwe ven s

Pane 6

No right margin pes. dots.

*Light dash above I of IN (see illus-
tration).

Pos. dot above center of G of GENER-
AIJ.

Bot, Margin pop. QotEs . oww s vme s

Pane 7

*Pos. dot in lower left corner of No. 7
(see illustration).

Right margin pos. dots: ............
Two pos. dots ahove T of COMPLI-

MENT. Pos. dot above right center of

G of GENERAL. Dot above E of POST-

MASTER. Slight right extension of bot.

frame line of No. 25.

Bot. margin pos. dots: i :eiiviervesa
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Plate 21159 (continued)

Pane 8 i

b, | Sp = ~
*Light spot at left of right I of No. 20 ENTTO [N PHIL){'Y FOR|ON ANI
(see illustration).
Right margin pos, dots: ............ =00 fl= nl== nl=si ]
Light dot inside and touching circle [op or i3 a—a
at left of right I of No. 16, Pos. dot 5 = g@]
above left center of G of GENERAL. ;
Bot. margin pos, dots: ...iii.es i ¢CHIC|3. PLA _._|
" 2 20
Pane 9

No right margin pos. dots.

*Large spot at lower right of left 1 of |Z&SEtd |A—A) 7 \
No. 13 (see illustration). S ON AN
Bot. margin pos, dots: ............. ; . |
Pos. dot above center of G of GEN- %‘QHIC Bj'PLA T
ERAL. Dot after N of CONVENTION e "\" [ 13

(see illustration).

Plates used: 21145—59
Plates not used: 21143
Quantity issned: 8,000,000%

#7293 Cent, Violet, ‘‘FEDERAL BUILDING.”” Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 10145x11.

Issued May 25, 1933.

The one cent stamp with a picture of old Fort Dearborn, representing the
1833 era, it was natural that a typical 1933 building be depieted on the higher
value. Here, too, the photographs used were supplied by Lenox R. Lohr, Gen-
eral Manager of the Chicago Century of Progress I‘\Ili]:iiim] Designs were
again prepared by three Bureau artists, and the one by Vietor 8. MeCloskey, Jr.,

3 THREE CENTS 3

FEI BUILDING

Designs by A, R. Meissner.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.

was selected. The vignette was engraved by J. Hissler, and the numerals and let-
tering by E. M. Ha]] all of the Bureau of B ner r11.111g and Printing. Under the
one cent we illustrated the design by C. A. Iluston, portraying the Federal

*Delivered on orders of the Post Office Department through December, 1933,
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Building. We have illustrated the drawings made by A. R. Meissner, which are
similar fo those prepared for the one cent. Whereas there were several major
varieties in the one cent stamp, most of those found on the three cent were
minor. The color varied but little. Hight plates were made and all went to
press,

Shades: Violet, bright violet, deep violet,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Plate flaws as listed below:

21127—1L. R. 31 Line between the “0" and “G" of “PROGRESS."”
21128—IL. R. T Shifted transfer in the bottom, particularly in the top of “"CENTS"
and the first background lines,
L. R. 80 Spot of color in the 0" of “POSTAGE."”

Plates used: 21125—26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 37, 38

Quantity issued: 301,797,300%

#1731—3 Cent, Violet. ‘““FEDERAL BUILDING.”” No Wmk. Imperf.

Issued August 25, 1933,

The panes from the plate of this value show more distinetive and numerous
markings than those of the companion one cent plates. On these the side position
dots are in the left margin except on panes 1, 4 and 7, which have none. The
markings below the ‘P’ of ““PLATE’ on these panes are much more apparent
than on the 1 Cent. Here, too, it is advisable to use these markings in locating
the various panes of the plates rather than the seratches which tend to disap-
pear under use.

Three plates were made and only two were used. Whereas most of the
varieties listed were of little importance, there is one position that is of special
interest. This is on stamp No. 8 of pane 2, in whieh the upper loop of the “B”’
of “BUILDING’ is missing. This scems to be the only major variety for
these imperforate stamps. Unlike the one cent, there was but little variation in
the eolor of these stamps,

Shades: Violet, bright violet,

Varieties: a: Plate markings as illustrated.
b: Broken “B” in “BUILDING."”

Plates used: 21146—60
Plates not used: 21144

Quantity issued: 6,825,000%

*Delivered on orders of the Post Office Department through December, 1933,
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3c Plate No. 21146
Pane 1
Ver. guide line under P:—

No left margin pos. dots.
serateh under first 11T of 2.

Light hor.

Pane 2

Guide line and pos. dot under P:—

Left margin pos. dots slightly to left
of position shown in illustration, Up-
per loop of B of Building missing on 8.

Pane 3

Guide lines under P:—

Left margin pos. dots as illustrated.
Large dot under U of UNDER. Scratch
from right II1 of 12 to E of POSTAGE
of 17. Diagonal scrateh from T of
PLATE to bottom margin. Light curved
serateh from top of 23 to top of 24.

Pane 4

No Guide lines or pos. dots under P.
No left margin pos. dots. Diagonal
scrateh from right IIT of 1 to U of 7.
Scrateh from 23 to 24 and 24 to 25.
Dash above 2nd E of DEPARTMENT.

Pane 5

Guide line under P:

Left margin pos, dots slightly to left
of position shown. Diagonal scratches
4 to 5 and 13 to 14, Short dash under
N of AND.

Pane 6

Position dot under P:—

Left margin pos. dots as illustrated.
Lizht hor. dash over G of GENERAL.
Diagonal seratch from R of FOR to 20.
Serateh from R margin to C of AMERI-
CAN. Scratch 12 to 17.

Pane 7

Pos. dot and guide line under P:—

No left margin pos. dots. Dot in up-
per frame line of 25. Light diagonal
seratch 9 to 14.

Pane 8

Pos. dots and guide lines under P:—

Left margin pos. dots as illustrated.
Diagonal scratch above L of FARLEY.
Light seratch left margin to E first B
of ENGRAVING.

UxtTep StateEs Posrace Stauves oF THE 20mH CENTURY
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Plate 21146 (continued)

Pane 9 ; ]”"lr
Pos. dot and gide line under P: =
r

Left margin pos. dots as illustrated except that dot ove
B is burnished out., Dot in white border at left of U on 5.

Dot in upper left corner of 25. 333_ELATE N

3¢ Plate No. 21160

Pane 1

N

4
No left margin pos. dots, . RACAR alte EN-‘;E
7z
*Dot in C of AMERICAN (see illustration). | —— = -

21

Dot below N of DEPARTMENT (see illustra-
tion). Scratch from S of POSTAGE of 7
through right III of 2 to center of left III
of 3. Spot at upper right cor. of 22 with
curved scratch to above O of POSTAGE of
23. Guide line extension below 16 (see
illustration).

Pane 2

LetE ANATRIN D08, RO  ivo vmmmnns sws gws we

*Dot in upper left cor. of 5 (see illustration).

BYTI EAU O |AND P
W Em

Dot below N of DEPARTMENT (see illustra-
tion).

Light scrateh from N of CENTS of 13 to S
of POSTAGE of 18,

Pane §

" WEAK
,

ZAU O|AND P

Left margin pos. dots: ... ... erwnnnnn

#Lines between H, I and C, and dot below C

of CHICAGO (see illustration). ﬂ |l ﬁ g
Light dot above upper right cor. of 1 (see m
illustration).

Pane 4 cH;ECAGO,ILj

No left margin pos. dots. L u
]
#*Guide line between top frame lines and ex- By
tending from left of 16 through 17 to right 4 E
cor, of 18, also through 19. ==

Light dash above 6 (see illustration). Pos.
dots at upper left cor. of 11 and 16. Curved
serateh below AUGUST, extending to Pane
7. Highteen light scratches on various
parts of pane,
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Plate 21160 (continued)

Pane 5

Left margin pos. dots: ..........c0nvuunn
*Dot at upper left cor. of 2 (see illustration).

Pos. dot in M of POSTMASTER (see illustra-
tion), Seratch from G at top of 21 to
lower left cor. of 16, Almost vertical
serateh at right of 25, extending to upper
right cor. of 5 of Pane 8.

Pane 6

Left margin pos. dots: ........c.vuvnen

*Guide line at upper left cor, of 3 (see illus-
tration).

Dot below N of DEPARTMENT (see illustra-
tion). No dot in M of POSTMASTER.
Scrateh through A of ENGRAVING to mar-
gin, and from lower left cor. of 21 to mar-
gin, joining seratches on Pane 5. Scratch
from N of AMERICAN to r. margin.

Pane 7
No left margin pos. dots.

*Dots above P and at right of T of PLATE,
and secratch and spot between 23 and 24
(see illustration),

Dot above upper left cor. of 11 (see illustra-
tion). Dot in M of POSTMASTER (see
illustration). Guide dots in upper right
cors. of 16 and 21,

Pane 8
Left margin pos, dots: ...........c0.0uun.

*Pos. dot above upper left cor. of 23 (see
illustration).

Dot below N of DEPARTMENT (see illustra-
tion). Diagonal scratch below OF and P
of PROGRESS. Vertical seratch from up-
per right cor. of 5 to margin, see Pane 5.
Light dot at bottom of M of POSTMAST-
KER. Diagonal scerateh through P of PHIL-
ATELIC to margin, see Pane 9.

Pane 9

Left margin pos. dots: ... v v nenn.

*Dot at left of C in COMPLIMENT (see illus-
tration).

Dot in N of DEPARTMENT (see illustra-
tion). Dot in M of POSTMASTER (see il-
lustration). Pos, dot in upper left cor. of
25. Guide line extension at top right of 5.
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CHAPTER XXXV
N. R. A. EMERGENCY STAMP

1933

he promised a “‘New Deal’™ to the country at large. His election was

by the largest electoral vote in history, assuring him of the backing
of almost the entire pepulation of the nation and immediately after his inaugu-
ration President Roosevelt started to make good on his promise.

The New Deal is the term applied to the new economie policies set in motion
by President Roosevelt and his administration and carried into practice by a
series of recovery acts passed by the Congress of the United States. But it is
far more than that, for it represents one of the greatest undertakings ever at-
tempted by mankind, to tackle in a planned, reasoned manner the most funda-
mental of all problems confronting the human race—that of economic insecurity.
The purposes of the National Industrial Recovery Aet were to inerease employ-
ment and wages, improve living conditions and to eliminate c¢ut throat eompe-
tition between members of all of the various industries. Under the Aect firms
in the same or similar lines of business were advised to form groups and prepare
codes of fair practice for their industry and submit them to Washington for
official approval. This was a new principle of governmental serviee regulation
of business, and it is a tribute to the country’s faith in President Roosevelt that
competitive antagonism was set aside and groups and associations were imme-
diately formed to draw up codes to govern the individual industries. As soon
as a code had been prepared it was presented by a duly appointed committee
for approval at a formal meeting in Washington.

‘While in Washington, attending a code meeting of the advertising special-
ties industry, William H. Seely, the head of this group, submitted a design for
a poster to be used on delivery wagons and trucks, this poster depicted Presi-
dent Roosevelt urging everyone to help in the effort for national recovery. This
design was called to the attention of (. R. Churehill, Deputy Chief of the Bureau
of Public Relations, for the National Industrial Recovery Aet, who saw in the
poster the possibility of a striking design for a postage stamp. Ie presented
the idea to his superior who then passed on the snggestion to General Hugh 8.
Johnson, Administrator of the N. I. R. A., and also to Postmaster General
Farley.

The idea was immediately approved and the poster sent to the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing where the desien was modified and prepared for a post-
age stamp. By the evening of the following day the design had been approved
by President Roosevelt.

On July 29th the Information Service of the Post Office Department re-
leased the following copy to newspapers:

" N THEN TFranklin D. Roosevelt was campaigning for election as President

“Postmaster General Farley announced today that one of Pres. Roosevelt’s last
official acts before leaving Washington for his Hyde Park vacation was to approve a
model for a special postage stamp to arsist in arousing the support of the Nation in
the National Recovery Act drive.

The new stamp, which is to be known as the N. R. A, Emergency Postage Stamp,
will have as its central subject the figures of a farmer, a business man, an indus-
trial worker and a female emplovee, typifying American industry as they walk hand
in hand in a common determination. The stamp will be of regulation size (.75 by
.87 inches) and at the top of the stamp will appear the words: “U. 8. Postage;
to the left of these words: “Three Cents’” and in the lower left hand corner, an
Arabie numeral three. In distinctive lettering to the left of the central group will
appear the leiters “N. R. A" The color of the stamp will be the regular purple.
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In order that the stamp may be ready for sale at the earliest possible date,
P. M. Gen. Farley has requested Alvin W. Hall, Director of the Bureau of Eng., and
Plg., to expedite the engraving and printing of the stamp in every possible way. In
preparing the design for the new stamp, the Bureau broke all existing records so
that it might be submitted to the President before he departed from Washington.

The Director of the Burean has promised that by working overtime it will be
ready for sale on or about August 15, possibly before. It is proposed to first oifer
these stamps for sale at the P. O, at Washington, immediately following which they
will be placed on sale at post offices throughout the nation. Further detailed infor-
mation on the issuance of the new stamp for the benefit of stamp collectors will be
issued through the Postal Bulletin and the press within the near future. An order
has been placed with the Bureau of Engraving and Printing for an initial printing of
four hundred million of the new N, R, A, Emergency Postage stamps.”

The issuing of this stamp established a speed record as it was suggested one
day—on the following day the design was approved, and by working night and
day the Bureau was ready to distribute the stamp about two weeks later. On
Aungust 8th the Department announced that the N, R. A. stamp would be issued
at Washington August 15th. The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, August 8, 1933.

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the Depart-
ment is preparing to issue a special postage stamp in the 3-cent denomination to
direct attention to and arouse the support of the Nation in the National Recovery
Act.

The stamp is of the same size as the regular issue, 0.75 by 0.87 inch., and is
surrounded by a narrow double-line border. The stamp is arranged horizontally
and is printed in purple ink. At the top of the stamp in dark Roman lettering are
the words “U. S. Postage.”

The principal design, spaced slightly to the right of the center of the stamp,
contains figures representing a farmer, a business man, an industrial worker, and a
woman employee. Rays of light, as from the rising sun, extend from the upper
right corner toward the central group. In the upper part of the space, between the
central subject and the left margin, in dark gothie letters, are the words ‘“Three
Cents,” arranged in two lines, and some distance below in dark gothic letters of
larger size iz the abbreviation “NRA.” The denomination is designated by “3e¢,"
within a cirele with white background in the lower left corner of the stamp. In a
horizontal line along the bottom of the stamp in small gothic lettering are the words
“In a common determination.’

The NRA stamp will be first placed on sale August 15, 1933, at the Post Office,
Washington, D. C. The stamp will be available for sale at other post offices through-
out the country as soon after that date as supplies thereof can be printed and dis-
tributed to postmasters. TFor the benefit of stamp collectors, the NRA stamp will
also be placed on sale the same date at the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Depart-
ment,

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the NRA stamp may send a
limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed a total of 25, to the postmaster,
Washington, D, C., with a cash or postal money-order remittance to exactly cover
the value of the stamps required for aflixing. Other postage stamps will positively
not be accepted in payment. Covers will be accepted from individual subscribers
only, and each cover must be properly and legibly addressed; covers bearing pencil
addresses will not be accepted. Special care must be taken in addressing covers to
bear stamp hlocks to allow sufficient clear space for the attaching of the stamps.
Compliance cannot be made with unusual requests, such as for the aflixing of stamps
bearing plate numbers or the irregular placing of the stamps on covers, efc.

Requests for a supply of unéanceled stamps must not be included with orders
for first-day covers. If uncanceled stamps of the new NRA issue are desired for
collection purposes, a separate order should be sent to the Philatelic Agency, Divi-
sion of Stamps, Post Office Department, Waskington, D. C., and it will receive prompt
attention,

R. M. NORTH,
Acting Third Assistant Postmaster General,

On August 9th the printing of these stamps was started with elaborate
ceremony. The following copy was prepared by the Information Serviee of the
Post Office for immediate release to newspapers:

“Shortly after noon today the first printing of the new N. R. A. emergency post-
age stamps was begun at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. With Postmaster
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General Farley and General Hugh 8. Johnson, National Recovery Administrator,
looking on, Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing Alvin W. Hall, turned
the switch which started the first run of the big rotary press on which the new Re-
covery stamps are being printed.

Also gathered arvound the presses as the first sheets of the new 3 Cent stamps
came through were Acting Secretary of the Treasury, Thomas Hewes; First Assistant
Postmaster General, Joseph C. O’Mahoney; Second Assistant Postmaster General
William W. Howes; Acting Third Assistant Postmaster General Roy North; Superin-
tendent Post Office Department Stamp Division, Michael Eideness; Director Hall of
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing; Charles W. Horner, Public Relations Direct-
or of the N. R. A.; Miss F. M. Robinson, Secretary to General Johnson, and Linton
M. Collins, press representative of the N, R. A.

Simultaneously with the starting of the press, Postmaster General Farley made
the following statement to General Johnson:

“Today you are witnessing the contribution of the Post Office Department and
the Treasury Department to the high purpose of the National Recovery Act. We
are here to witness the first turn of the presses on the initial order calling for 400
million N, R. A. Emergency stamps, which are to carry our sympathy and hopes to
every community throughout the Nation. As they are sold and used in every city,
town, village and hamlet throughout the breadth of our land, they will become the
instruments of a common determination on the part of the Citizens of this Country
to support our President in his determination to lead the way toward a restoration
of prosperity and a greater degree of contentment to those that have long been in
despair.

“My Department and the Bureau of Engraving and Printing have broken all
existing speed records in the designing, engraving, printing and distribution of these
stamps. This is further evidence of our determination to fully cooperate in every
possible manner in the success of your undertakings,”

Replying to the Postmaster General, General Johnson said: “I greatly appreciate
the cooperation of yourself and your department in preparing the new N. R. A.
stamp.”

“Do you believe it typifies the spirit of the N. R. A.?" asked Farley.

“It does exactly that in every respect, but I miss the Blue Eagle,” retorted
Johnson, laughingly.

“Well, we’ll arrange for that later,” concluded Farley,

Following the printing of the first of the new N, R. A. stamps before the Post-
master General and National Recovery Johnson this afternoon, the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing adjusted itself to the task of running off twelve million of the
new stamps per day. Altogether there will be four hundred million of the new
stamps printed."”

A few days after it had been announced that the N. R. A. stamp was being
prepared and would soon be issued it was discovered by F. A. Spielman of Fair-
field, Towa, a specialist in U. 8. stamps, that a town nearby was named Nira.
Upon further search it was found that this was the only town so named in the
United States and also that it had borne this name for over fifty years being
named, we are told, after a woman. Through the efforts of Mr. Spielman a tele-
gram was sent to the Postmaster General by Postmaster Yoder of Nira, and by
Congressman Eicher, requesting that Nira be given first day sale of the N, R. A.
stamps. It was too late to grant this request, but the Department cooperated
by giving Nira, lowa, second day sale on August 17th. This decision was made
August 9th, after the official notice had been issned and the information about
Nira was not included.

The N. R. A. stamps went on sale at ten o’clock on the morning of August
15th, with quite some ceremony. This was more elaborate than usual as the
N. R. A. stamp was issued as a reminder to all the people to cooperate with the
National Industrial Recovery Act for the benefit of the entire country. Post-
master General Farley acted as the stamp elerk in selling the first sheet of 100
stamps to General Johnson, the National Recovery Administrator. In passing
the stamps to General Johnson the Postmaster General said

“Beginning with the crash in 1929, the volume of mail handled by the Post
Office Department declined steadily month by month until in Mareh of this vear it
was only a little more than 62 % of what it was in March 1929. In April the turn
of the tide came and although to date the gain has not been very great there has
been a steady increase ever since.
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“The Post Office Department has issued these stamps for the purpose of symbol-
izing the united movement of all our people to restore prosperity. We are confident,
General Johnson, that the work of the National Recovery Adminisiration and the use
of these stamps by the public generally will speedily restore the Post Office business.
It gives me satisfaction therefore to sell to you, General Johnson, the first printed
sheet of the National Reeovery Stamps.”

General Johnson in return, said:

“I am glad, indeed, to buy these stamps. With you I look for a speedy recov-
ery. Indeed, I know that all our people are cooperating most loyally to gain the
objective of the Administration. Results are already appearing. I have no hesita-
tion in predicting that the volume of mail which is, of course, the index of business
activity, will continue rapidly to inecrease. I am certain that the issuance of these
stamps will aid immeasurably in furthering the National Recovery drive throughout
the nation.”

In conclusion, Farley said: I know the results of vour efforts will be very suc-
cessful, General.”

Over one million N. R. A. stamps were sold in Washington the first day.

The Aungust 9th announcement for second day sale at Nira, Towa, on Au-
gust 17th was too late to enable many of the philatelic magazines to give this
information to their readers, Stamps, the Weekly Magazine of Philately, being
the only one to receive this news in time for publication. As a result only about
20,000 covers were mailed from Nira on August 17th.  After going to all this
trouble the effect was partly nullified by the Department’s effort to have these
in general circulation as soon as possible as they were on sale at post offices in

New York on August 16th, but as the majority of collectors failed to learn of

this early issue few covers were mailed.

The demand for these stamps was exceptionally large and many of the
smaller post offices did not receive their initial supply until about September
Ist. As soon as they were received they replaced the ordinary issue of 3 Cent
stamps in the majority of cases.

While witnessing the first printing of these stamps General Johnson was
reported to have commented about the *‘Blue Eagle’ being missing. The Post-
master General’s answer, ““Well, we’ll arrange for that later,”” was the basis
for the rumor that a one and two cent N. R. A. stamp would be issued about
September 30th. This, however, was incorreet as the Department did not eon-
template any other value at that time,

These stamps were printed from four hundred subjeet rotary press presses,
divided into four panes by horizontal and vertical gntters. The sheets were eut
throngh these gutters into panes of 100 and so issued to post offices.  There were
four plate numbers, one to each pane, in the four outside corners of the sheet.
These appear on the top or bottom margins of the panes when held horizontal
with the desien normal. The plate number is above the npper left stamp in the
upper left pane, the upper right stamp in the upper right pane, ete.

#732—3 Cent, Violet. ‘‘FARMER, BUSINESS MAN, LABORER,
FEMALE WORKER.” No Wmk. Perf. 1014x11.

Issued August 15, 1933,

The original design on which the N. R. A. stamp was patterned was de-
signed by Rudolph L., Bortel, an artist who had prepared the design for use as
a poster. It was based upon a painting by IHenry Iintermeister, a well known
painter of American historical subjeets, This painting represented Roosevelt
as one of a group emerging from the clonds of depression.  The skefeh pre-
pared by Mr. Bortel consisted of four figures, a farmer, President Roosevelt,
a laborer, and a student in cap and gown. At the request of President Roose-
velt the fieure of the student was changed to that of a woman, a stenographer,
and a mustache was added to the fignre depieting Roosevelt, who then represent-
ed a business man. The final design was prepared hy Vietor S. MceCloskey., Jr.
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The vignette was engraved by L. S. Schofield and the lettering was executed
by W. B. Wells.

The issnance of this stamp and the purpose behind it was the subject of
much editorial comment, almost all agreeing that the stamp might well be classed
as a commemorative issue, commemorating the end of the depression and the
beginning of a new era for everybody. A typical example of these comments is
the one which appeared in the Washington, D. C. Star on August 15th, the day
the new stamp made its appearance, as follows :

“The appearance of the national recovery postage stamp today illustrates again
the curious and interesting manner in which philatelic issues reflect the historical
development of the Nation. In itself it is only a minor incident in the great cam-
paign against poverty. It represents only a singie detail of the vast reconstruction
enterprise sponsored by President Roosevelt. It is *just an advertising stunt.” But
in point of fact its significance is ever so much more important. It is a milestone
set up by the side of the pathway which the people are blazing out of the past into
the future, A century hence the tiny ‘scraps of paper’ placed on sale August 15,
1933, will testify for the times and the troubles which brought them forth, and
providentially they may bear witness to the opening of a new era of prosperity and
progress, whose fruits by that period long will huve been abundantly manifest.”

Some collectors, however, were not as generous in their comments. They
forgot the purpose behind the issue, the speed in whieh it was turned ouf, and
spent much time finding fault with the design. They eriticized the figures, saving
they looked ‘‘too Russian,”” because of the sickle and the hammer earried by
the farmer and the laborer. The business man ‘‘only had one foot’’ and was ont
of step. Such criticism was needless as the stamp well served its intended pur-
pose by portraying figures from the various walks of life marching ““in common
determination’ into a happier future under the N. R, A.

In spite of the speed in which the plates for these stamps were made the
issue is singularly free from major defects in workmanship, sueh as double and
shifted transfers, none having been found up to the end of October.

There were a few plate varieties which were of major importance. In mak-
ing Plate No. 21151 the transfer roll became broken. A small piece was chipped
off in the upper corner of the right frame line. This first oceurred on stamp
No. 41 of the upper left pane. These stamps were rocked in sidewise, that is
from bottom to top. On the printed sheets the designs which had been entered
first are the left row of the left panes starting at the bottom. The relief having
broken on stamp No. 41 (the first one on the fifth horizontal row) those below
are the only ones in the full sheet that are unbroken. The broken relief was
not used on any of the other plates,

On the right row of Plate No. 21153 1. R. and .. R. gripper slot eracks
made their appearance on the early printing as they were found on first day
covers from Nira, lowa. The cracks vary in size on various printings and col-
lectors have found five different stages of the upper right strips and five of the
lower. We have illustrated the varions stages, as one picture is better than all
possible deseriptions,

There is one other major variety which is easily seen. This is stamp No. 47
of the npper right pane of Plate No. 21151, which is recut between the fizure of
the woman and the right frame line, the horizontal shading lines are more
numerouns and much heavier than on the other stamps.

Up to January 15, 1934, twelve plates had been made and all went to Press.
In spite of the large printing the shade of these stamps varied but little,
Shades: Violet, bright violet, deep violet.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Cracked plate.

¢: Recut.

Broken relief.

(=7
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e: Plate flaws as listed below:

21151—71. L. Broken Relief. The five lower stamps in the first vertical row,
#51, 61, 71, 81, 91 are normal. The balance of the pane shows
the break in the upper corner of the outside right frame line,

11 Has a marked scrateh through the “S” of “POSTAGE."”

L. L. All ten of the stamps in the first vertical row are normal, the bal-
ance of this pane as well as both right panes show the break.

L. L. 73 This stamp has been found with two types of varieties, one show-
ing a series of heavy stains as illustrated. The other stage shows
a series of eracks to the right and above the woman’s head. (Il-
lustrated.) TFrom ihe copies seen it seems likely that this im-
pression became damaged in some way and in trying to burnish
out the defect the plate became cracked. The cracks have been
found in two stages, one as illustrated and an earlier one showing
fewer evidences of the crack. Also without,

; |
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Stains Plate Cracks.
INATION INATION

21151 L. R. 73,

21151—1U. R. 47 Recut. The horizontal shading lines have been strengthened as.
has the frame to the right of the woman's arm. (Illustrated.)

—
L
4

21151 U. R, 47,
Recut at Right,

INATION
0]
21152—1IL. R. 2 This has a mark running downward through the “M" of “DE-
TERMINATION" that looks like a crack. This is, however, a plate
defect of some kind, no doubt caused by a foreign substance be-
ing pressed into the plate, part of which fell out before printing

as part of the lower inside and outside frame lines are missing
below this mark. (Illustrated.)

DETERNjINATION I

22152 L. R, G
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21158—I. R. 18
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Has a long heavy dot of color to the right of the upper part of
the right frame line.

A series of short horizontal dashes above the woman’s head he-
tween the rays of the sun.

Cracked Plate. The eracks in this pane have also been found in
five stages. These are as illustrated and show mainly various in-
creases in the length and intensity of the cracks in # 60-70. The
crack above # 10, (a continuation of the one below #100 in the
upper pane} also varies in length and intensity. There is also a
faint crack in # 100 of the strip on the later stage.

A_ curl below the first “A' in the slogan at the botfom of the de-
sign.

3¢ NRA
2153 LR

10

60

70

100

21153—1U. R.

21153 L. R. Stages of the Cracks.

Drawing by George it M. Ewing.

Cracks as listed below.

On the various stages cracks may be found on stamps # 10, 40-
b, T0-80, 100, and below the latter, The cracks are not on all
of these positions on all of the five different stages, being missing
on 10 in the first two. The length of the c¢racks varies on the
various strips, being longer on some stamps on one stage than
another,

The various strips have been numbered stages I to V, the de-
termining factor being in each the combined length of all the
cracks in each strip, as in some strips one erack may be shorter
than on others while another one may be longer on these and
shorter on others., These strips were drawn and arranged by
George R. M. Ewing on mats made especially for “STAMPS” by
Allen White, and used by special permission. The various stages
as illustrated may be described as follows:
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Z1153 U. R, Stages of the Cracks.

Drawing by George R, M. Ewing.
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Stage I-—No crack # 10—Short faint crack # 40—Two cracks not continu-
ous # 70-80—Marked series of cracks below #100.

Stage II-—No cracks #10—Longer and stronger crack #40—Two cracks
now joined the one on the right going into the design of the lower
stamp # 70-80—Stronger and more continuous cracks below

100.

Stage III—S#hm'L crack # 10—Stronger and still longer cracks now running
to the frame of the lower stamp #40-50—A third crack joins the
others which are again lengthened # 70-80—The cracks below
# 100 are more numerous and stronger.

Stage IV—The crack is slightly longer and more marked on # 10—Cracks
are less numerous and shorter # 40-50. Except for a strong mark
by the laborer and woman's foot and below the “D” of “DETERM-
INATION" there is no evidence of the earlier crack # 70-80. The
mark below 100 is stronger but seems to resemble a gash rath-
er than a crack.

Stage V—The crack is stronger and slightly longer on #10. The cracks are
more numerous and stronger than on any previous stage on # 40-
50. Here, too, the cracks are longer but not as strong on # 70-80.
Those below # 100 are again longer but less numerous than on
some of the earlier stages.

Plates used: (to January 15, 1934)
21151—52, 53, 54, b5, 56, 57, 58, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66

Quantity issued:
Through Oct. 31, 1933—1,364,303,200

NOTES
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CHAPTER XXXVI
BYRD LITTLE AMERICA STAMP
1933

and one of our most popular post-war heroes, had made extensive plans

for a second trip to “‘Little America,”” situated mear the South Pole.
This trip was to begin in the fall of 1933, and upon a farewell visit to President
Roosevelt the question of mail from Little Ameriea was discussed. At this
meeting the President is quoted as having said, “‘Don’t forget to send me a
cover from Little America for my stamp ecollection,”” which Admiral Byrd
promised to do.

President Roosevelt, famous for his ““New Deal”” and his efforts on behalf
of the “*Forgotten Man,”’ then thought of his fellow collectors who., too, might
want such a sonvenir from the land of ice, and snggested to Postmaster General
Farley that a special stamp be prepared. [t was the President’s stigeestion that
as this stamp was to honor the achievements of Admiral Byrd as well as pay
postage on letters from Little Ameriea, it be designed showing the various Byrd
flights,

The first plan was to issue this stamp in a twenty-five cent value, but this
was later changed to one of three cents, On September 22nd the Post Office
Department issued the following official notice

REAI\’ ADMIRAL RICHARD E. BYRD, a leader in weographical research

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, September 22, 1933,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the Depart-
menl is preparing to issue a special postage stamp in the 3-cent denomination in
commemoration of the Byrd Antarctic Expedition of 1923 for use on lefters mailed
through the Little America post office to be established at the base camp of the expe-
dition in the territory of the South Pole.

The stamp will be of the same size and shape as special delivery stamps, 0.83
by 1.42 inches, arranged vert ically, The stamp is surrounded by a narrow double
line border, and will be printed in navy blue. Across the top of the stamp is the
inscription “Byrd Antarctie Expedition 11, arranged in two lines in solid Roman.
In the central part of the stamp is a large geographic globe, the sides of which are
partly hidden behind the border. Routes of the several Byrd flights are depicted
by dotted lines with the dates thereof in solid gothic. Proposed new flights to the
Antaretic and to the South Pole are also indicated. The position of the base camp
is marked by a solid dark circle, with the wording *“Little America’ in solid gothie
extending parallel with the meridian to the west of the base. Within a circle with
white ground and double line border, in each lower corner, is the large numeral 3"
in solid color, At the bottom of the stamp is a narrow horizontal panel with white
ground containing the word “Cents” in solid gothic. In a ribbon panel directly
above, with white ground, are the words “U. §, Postage' also in solid gothic letter-
ing. A clouded effect, heavy below and lighter at the top, forms a background for
the central globe,

Since the Department has no means of providing for the transportation of this
philatelic mail to Little America, other than through the facilities of the Byrd Ant-
arctic Expedition, arrangements have been made with the expedition to accept covers
for mailing through the Little America post oflice, bearing appropriate postmark, at
a service charge of 50 cents for each letter, exclusive of the postage rate of 3 cents,
to cover which the special stamp is being issued. Stamps of the regular or other
commemorative issues should not be used on mail matier to be sent to Little America
and covers bearing such stamps will not be forwarded.

Colleciors desiring the Little America cancelations may send the desired num-
ber of addressed covers under separate wrapper plainly marked: “Byrd Antarctic
Expedition, ¢/o Postmaster, Norfolk, Va.,” in time to be received not later than
October §, the announced sailing date of the expedition from that port, accompanied
with a postal money-order remittance of 53 cents for each cover, the money order to
be made payable to the Byrd Antarctic Expedition, Norfolk, Va. Postage stamps
will not be accepted in payvment.
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After October 8, 1933, collectors desiring the Little America postmark will send
all covers to the “Byrd Antarctic Expedition, ¢/o Postmaster, Washington, D. C.”
(accompanied with postal money-order remittance at the rate of 53 cents per cover,
payable to Byrd Antarctic Expedition, Washington, D. C.,) from which point the
covers will be forwarded to the Little America post office for postmarking and re-
turn. Provision is being made to have covers submitted after October 8, but not
later than November 10, forwarded by regular mail steamers to Dunedin, New
Zealand, in time to connect with the expedition before sailing from that point for
Little America, about January 1, 1934, Covers taken with the expedition to Little
America will be dispatched on the supply ship on the return trip to Dunedin. Such
covers should reach addresses in the United States in the early summer of 1934,

Covers will continue to be received by the expedition oflice in Washington, D.
C., until about November 1, 1934, approximately the latest date mail can be for-
warded to Dunedin, New Zealand, in time to reach the relief ship before its departure
to Little America to return the expedition from the Antarctic These covers will
reach addresses approximately 1 vear later than those carried to Little America on
the first trip.

As the new Little America 3-cent stamp is being issued solely for use on mail
matter of the Antarctie expedition, supplies thereof will not be placed on sale in post
offices for use on ordinary domestic mail.

However, stamp collectors desiring Little America stamps for collection use may
obtain same from the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department, where the stamp
will be available at face value beginning Oectober 9, 1933. Remittances should be
by postal money order and must include, in addition to the cost of the stamps or-
dered, allowance for return postage and registration. To insure prompt delivery,
orders to the agency must be restricted to the Little America stamp.

No provision is heing made for cover service from Norfolk direct to collectors.

C. B. EILENBERGER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The bold face type is ours. This part of the official notice was the subject
of much controversy, as it was assumed that these stamps were not good for
postage in the United States, being only for use on covers from Little Ameriea.

The charge of fifty cents above postage for covers from the Antaretic was
also the objeet of mueh eriticism.  As a result of these complaints the Infor-
mation Service of the Post Office Department released a notice to newspapers
on September 26th, as follows:

“Commenting on the fifty-cent service charge which Rear Admiral Byrd is mak-
ing to carry covers bearing the new three-cent Byrd stamp to Little America, Post-
master General Farley today made the following statement:

““As the Post Office Department has no means of providing mail transportation
to Little America other than through the facilities of the Byrd 1933 Expedition,
which is of a most unusual and extraordinary nature, it is necessary that a 50-cent
service charge be made by the Expedition.

“It was through recognizing the great historical, scientific and geographical
possibilities to the country of such an Expedition, that the Department issued this
commemorative stamp, and this fifty-cent service charge is intended to cover the
cost of carrying mail to Little America. This is in keeping with President Roose-
velt's wish that the Federal Government cooperate in every way possible with the
Expedition to assure its success.

“In the past =service charge reguests have been made to the Post Office Depart-
ment on behalf of charitable and money-making drives, but never has the Depart-
ment acquiesced to suech an arrangement, It is with full knowledge of the tremen-
dous possibilities of this Expedition that my Department lends its cooperation.”

The printing of these stamps was started on September 29th, in the presence
of Admiral Byrd and officials of the Department. The first sheet printed was
taken from the press by Admiral Byrd, who exclaimed:

“Nothing in my whole life hag ever pleased me more. On hehalf of
the men of my expedition and for myself I want to express our greal appre-
ciation for this unprecedented action on the part of the Post Office Depart-
ment in issuing this stamp in commemoration of our expedition. The issu-
ance of the stamp has made our job much easier, so greatly has it encour-
aged and pleased my crew of sevenly men, who have been working day and
‘night to insure the success of this undertaking. It is an indieation that the
Department and the country at large are fully appreciative of our efforts
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to add to the scientific knowledge of the nation. Furthermore, we hope to
claim a new continent, the size of North America, for the United States.”

On October 6th Dr. John Oliver La Goree, Vice-President of the National
Geographic Society, received his Commission as Postmaster at Little America.
The Assistant Postmaster, whose appointment was announced at this time, is
Leroy Clarke, one of the officers of the Byrd erew. This, too, was an elaborate
ceremony, the oath of office was administered in the presence of the ranking
officials of the Department, and marked the establishment of the first post offiee
in the land of ice. The Little America post office will be exactly 88100 miles
south of Washington.

The official notice pertaining te the Byrd stamps made no mention of first
day Washington covers, and as it was in was rather vague whether or not these
stamps could be used in payment of postage on mail other than from Little
Ameriea, there were comparatively few covers mailed from Washington on
October 9th bearing this stamp. 1In spite of the words “17. S, POSTAGE’’ at
the top most collectors were still uncertain about the status of the stamp after
it had appeared, and it was found necessary for Third Assistant Postmaster
General Eilenberger to announce to the philatelic press—** You are advised that
the Little America stamp is being issued primarily for use on mail matter dis-
patched through the Little America post office as the base camp of the Byrd
Antarctie Expedition. However, the stamp will be valid for postage on regular
mail.”’

These stamps were printed on flat bed presses from 200 subject plates. The
full sheet was divided into panes of fifty by horizontal and vertical arrow guide
lines. The complete sheets were perforated but before being issued they were
separated into panes of fifty along the perforated guide lines. There were
therefore no straight edeed stamps and the usual four pane position blocks may
be obtained ““perf. all around.”” There were four plate numbers, one to each
pane, above and below the fifth row on the left panes and the sixth row of the
right panes. The only other marginal markine was the letter “C' for
**Chromium plated steel,”” above stamp No. 10 of the upper rigcht pane.  (Plate
21169 only.)

There is another form of issne which is also extremely interesting. This is
the special small exhibition sheet issued especially for the National Stamp Ex-
hibition.

On January Sth, 1934 Eugene L. Pollock, ehairman of the exhibition. took
up the matter with C. B. Eilenberger, 3rd Assistant Postmaster General and
Robert E. Fellers, Superintendent of the Division of Ntamps, regarding the
issuing of these special sheets, Mr. Polloek having previously sugeested this in
a letter,

Mr. Pollock was able to eonvinee both the 3rd Assistant Postmaster General
and the Superintendent of the Division of Stamps that the National Stamp x-
hibition would merit a special sheet of stamps to be printed at the show and
placed on sale during the exhibition. Mr, Pollock suggested that six “* Byrd
Little America’ stamps be printed and sold in imperforate and ungummed
sheets. After further diseussion with Postmaster General James A. Farley this
issue was approved. 1t is a great credit to the efforts of Mr. Pollock that he
was able to persnade the Post Office Department to issue these sheets as they
make an attractive addition to this issue.

The miniature sheets will contain six stamps printed in two rows of three
each. On the four borders of the sheet the following legend to be printed :

“Printed by the Treasury Department, Bureau of Engraving and Printing,

under authority of James A. Farley, Postmaster General, New York, N, Y.

February 10-18, 19324 in compliment to the National Stamp Exhibition of
1934.”

The sheet was 3% inches by 334 inches in size.
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#1733—3 Cent, Blue. ‘‘GLOBE DEPICTING ROUTES OF ADMIRAL
BYRD FLIGHTS.”” No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued October 9, 1933,

The deseription of this stamp is eontained in the official notice, and was
designed by Vietor S. McCloskey, JJr. of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,
based on the sugeestion of President Roosevelt. The vignefte was engraved by
J. (. Benzing, the lettering and frame being exeented by Frank LaMasure and
W. B. Wells, all of the Burean of Engraving and Printing.

The first design prepared was rejected by President Roosevelt as it incor-
rectly depicted the landing of Admiral Byrd’s Trans-Atlantie flight on the Bay
of Biscay, instead of the English Channel.

This stamp differed from the usunal issne in many ways. The color is blue
instead of purple as is usnal for the three-cent value, it was on sale only at the
Philatelic Ageney in Washington, and was issued in panes which had been perfo-
rated along the euide lines instead of the usual straight edge.  Speeialists who
colleet split arrow and quartered eenter line blocks may obtain these positions
without straight edges, '

The stamp was exceptionally attractive and met with only favorable com-
ment. They are not likely to be seen on other than philatelic mail, as they were
only on sale at the Philateliec Ageney. The first order ealled for the printing
of ten million of these stamps. Collectors were appreciative of the opportunity
afforded them by President Roosevelt and the Post Office Department to help
defray some of the expenses of the Byrd Antarctic Expedition. When the
““Jacob Ruppert,”” Admiral Byrd’s flagship, left Norfolk, Va., for the South
Pole, it earried over 30,000 covers for mailing from the Little America Post
Office. The decision to have these stamps issued in the three eent value instead
of the twenty-five eent, as orviginally planned, was also a gesture of goodwill to
collectors by having the additional cost of having covers mailed at the Little
America post office carried only by those interested in the Antarctic cancellation.

At the time of writing the stamps have been available to collectors only a
short time and the information herein contained cannot be considered complete.
So far four plates have heen made and all have gone to press.

Shades: Bright blue, blue.

Variteies: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Usual four-pane position blocks, perforated all around.
¢: Plate flaws as listed below:

H. M. Southgate reported in the Bureaw Specialist for Dee. 1933 various

transfer roll defects of plate 21167 as follows:

(1) A spot on the top of the first “I'" of “Exhibition” shows up on the last
three vertical rows of the UL and LL panes and the front vertical row of
the UR and LR panes.

(2) A spur on the back stroke of the “E" of “Cents” will be found on part of
the first and second vertical rows of the UR and LR panes.

(3) A spur on the bottom of the top stroke of the “KE” in “Cents’ will be found
on the 6th, Tth and Sth vertical rows, UR pane, and the 7th and 8th rows
of the LL pane.

(4) A dot over the “R" of “Byrd’ appears on the 1st four vertical rows of the
UR and LR panes.

NOTE—Number (2) above starts in U, L. # 40 and becomes quite evident on
#10. This continues through all of the first vertical rows, both upper right and
lower right; all of the second row of lower right and through upper right, #42.
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Number (3) above starts on U. L. # 46 of this plate and continues through the
rest of the 6th vertical row, through all of the 7th both lower and upper left, and
all of the 8th, L. L., except the last stamp in the 8th row U. P., this being stamp 8.

21167 L. R., # 2 double transfer, This shows in the “T" of “Arctic’” and at
the left top of the “X" of “Exhibition.”” Numbers 42, 43, 44 and 48 show what
seems to be a plate layout line in between the inner and outer left frame lines. This
is most obvious in # 48,

21168—L. R. 11 Spot in color in Europe.
Plates used: 21167—68, 69, 70

Quantity issuned: 10,000,000 ordered on first printing.

NOTES
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CHAPTER XXXVII

KOSCIUSKO COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE

1933

ENERAL THADDEUS KOSCIUSKO was another foreigner who came
G over to the United States to help the Colonies during our War of Inde-
pendence. e fought with mueh distinetion in the battles around New
York and at Yorktown, and his most lasting work being the fortifieations at West
Point. e was a Polish patriot who, like Casimir Pulaski, fought for freedom
for his native land as well as for that of the Colonies. In 1783, after helping us
to win our liberty, he became a naturalized American citizen, later returning
to his former home he helped try to free Poland from the tyranmical rule of
Russia but he kept his American citizenship,

In 1931 when the Pulaski stamp was issued there had been a similar request
tor a Kosciusko stamp but this was rejected. The members of the Polish Na-
tional Alliance kept the issue alive by, from time to time writing to the Depart-
ment requesting sueh an issue.

In December 1932 a bill was introduced in the House of Representatives by
Congressman Charles A. Wolverton of New Jersey to provide a speeial stamp to
commemorate the 150th anniversary of the naturalization of General Kosciusko.
Early in 1933 a further bill was introdueed by Congressman Francis B. Condon
of Rhode Island authorizing the issue of a special series of stamps for this event,
and on April 11th Senator Robinson of Arkansas introduced a Joint Resolution,
“SJ RES 397 requesting the issuance of a Koseinsko commemorative stamp.
This read in part: ‘“That the Postmaster General is authorized and directed to
isstie a speeial series of postage stamps of the denomination of 3 Cents, of such
design and for such period as he may determine, commemorative of the one
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the naturalization as an American citizen
in 1783 of Brigadier General Thaddeus Kosciusko, a hero of the Revolutionary
War.”" None of the bills were ever acted upon.

The request for this stamp continuned as the anniversary date approached.
Saturday, July 22nd, was ‘‘Polish Day '’ at the Century of Progress, in Chicago,
and. the Postmaster General announced his decision to issue the Kosciusko
commemorative stamp on that day in a felegram to John Romaszkiewtz, Presi-
dent of the Polish National Alliance. This read as follows:

“On this date when the Polish National Alliance of America are observing Polish
Day at A Century of Progress, I am most happy to convey my high regards for the
American citizens of Polish extraction. Several years ago the Post Office Depart-
ment honored the immortal Casimir Pulaski, who fell in defense of our country at
the Battle of Savannah, by the issuance of a special postage stamp to commemorate
his career. Today 1 am glad to inform you, and through you the members of the
Polish Alliance of America, that T have authorized the issuance of a special five-cent
stamp to commemorate the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of admission to
American citizenship of General Thaddeus Kosciusko. America has paid tribute to
both these heroes through the erection of statues in the National Parks of Washing-
ton.

The name of Kosciusko will be forever perpetuated in the hearts of American
people. His work on the old West Point fortifications was the most important of
hig labors in the American cause, and is rightly associated with the memory of this
great Polish engineer. It is proposed to first offer for sale the Kosciugko commemo-
rative stamp on October eighteenth at Chicago, Detroit, and Boston, and plans are
being perfected to have them available for sale at other post offices on the ninteeenth.

“May I extend to you my greetings and express my personal satisfaction in being
privileged to honor the revered Kosciusko.”
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As mentioned in the felegram three cities were to have first day sale, Chicago
being selected because it was the headquarters of the Polish National Alliance,
Boston was where Kosciusko landed in 1777, and Detroit was the home of Clon-
gressman Lesinsky, one of the most active sponsors for this stamp. DBefore the
stamp appeared this list had been inereased to include four more cities.

The official notiece whieh follows added St. Louis, Mo., and Buffalo, N. Y.,
because they, too, were centers of large Polish eenters. Koseiusko, Miss,, was
added because it had been named after the Polish General.

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, September 20, 1933.

Postmaster and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the Depart-
ment is preparing a special issue of postage stamps in the 5-cent denomination in
honor of Gen. Thaddeus Kosciusko in recognition of his services to the American
cause during the Hevolutionary War, The stamp is being issued in connection with
the 150th anniversary of the naturalization of Kosciusko as an American citizen.

The stamp is of the regulation size, 0.75 by 0.87 inch, printed in blue. Sur-
rounding the stamp is a narrow panel ruled diagonally, bordered by a single inner
line with double lines along the outer margin., The likeness of General Kosciusko,
modeled from a statue in Lafayette Park, Washington, D. C.,appears at the right of
the center with the top of the pedestal base resting in the lower right corner. In a
horizontal line in the upper left portion of the stamp are the words “U. 8. Postage”
in dark Roman. Immediately below this inscription are the words “Five Cents"” in
solid gothie lettering, beneath which is a seroll-like ornament. In the space below
is the name “Kosciusko" in solid gothic with the dates “1783" and ““1933" directly
below, arranged in two lines. The denomination designation, ‘““5e¢,” is enclosed in a
circular panel with light ground in the lower left corner. Back of this circle, ex-
tending across the lower part of the stamp and upward behind the statue, is a
clounded effect,

The Kosciusko stamp will be first placed on sale October 13, 1933, at the post
offices in Chicago, Ill., Boston, Mass., Detroit, Mich., Kosciusko, Miss,, St, Louis,
Mo., and Buffalo, N. Y. The new stamp will be placed on sale at other post oflices
as soon aflter October 14 as production will permit.

For the benefit of stamp collectors, the Kosciusko commemorative stamp will he
placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department, and the post office,
Washington, D. C., on October 14, 1933. However, neither the Agency nor the
Washington post office will prepare covers for mailing on this date,

Postmasters at direct- and central-accounting post offices may submit requisitions
to the Department on Form 3201-A, endorsed for identification purposes “Kosci-
usko,” for a limited supply of the new commemorative stamp. Postmasters at dis-
trict-accounting post offices may obtain a small quantity of the Koseiusko stamps
by requisition on the central-accounting postmaster, with remittance to cover the
value of the stamps desired.

Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancelations of the Kosciusko stamp may send
a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed a total of 25, to the postmaster
at each of the five designated post offices, with a cash or postal moneyv-order remit-
tance to exactly cover the value of the stamps required for affixing. Other postage
stamps will positively not be accepted in paymeni. First-day covers should reach
these post offices not later than October 11, Covers will he accepted from individual
subscribers only, each to be properly and legibly addressed. Special care must he
taken, when addressing covers to bear blocks of stamps, to allow sufficient clear
space for the stamps and postmark impression. Compliance cannot be made with
unusual requests, such as for the aflixing of stamps bearing plate numbers or for the
irregular placing of the stamps on the covers, ete.

Requests for a supply of uncanceled stamps of the new commemorative issue
must not be included with orders for first-day covers, Such stamps when desired
for mailing purposes should be purchased at the local post office. Stamps of select-
ed quality needed strictly for collection use may be obtained on mail orders to the
Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department.

C. B. EILENBERGER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

On October Tth the Post Office added Pittsburgh to the list. This was too
late for the philatelic magazines, and only Stemps, the Weekly Magazine of
Philately, earried the news. The number of first-day covers from this city is
therefore likely to be much smaller than from any of the others. It was too late
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to prepare another notice, and in an effort to cooperate with collectors the De-
partment sent out the following to certain post offices:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, October 7, 1933,

Postmastiers and employees of the Postal Service are advised that Pittsburgh,
Pa. has been added to the list of post offices to have the first-day sale of the Kosci-
usko commemorative stamp on October 13, 1933,

This notice supplements the information printed in the POSTAL BULLETIN of
September 22, and October 3.

The complete list of post offices authorized to participate in the first-day sale
of the Kosciusko commemorative stamp is as follows:

Chicago, 111.,
Boston, Mass.,
Detroit, Mich.,
Kosciusko, Miss.,
St. Louis, Mo.,
Buffalo, N. Y.,
Pittshurgh, Pa.

Postmasters are directed to advise local stamp collectors to the above effect, so
far as it may be practicable to do so.
C. B, EILENBERGER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

These stamps were printed on flat bed presses from 400 subject plates,
divided into the conventional panes of 100 by horizontal and vertical guide lines,
they were cut along these guide lines into post office panes and so distributfed.
There were four plate numbers, one to each pane, above and below the fifth
vertical row of the left panes, and in similar position on the sixth row of the
right panes. A letter “C was placed above the tenth stamp on the upper riecht
pane. This again was a symbol for “‘chromium plating.”’

#734—5 Cent, Blue. ‘‘GENERAL KOSCIUSKO.”” No Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued October 13, 1933.

Due to an error in the telegram sent by Postmaster (feneral Farley to the
National Polish Alliance, it was first thought that these stamps would be issued
on October 18th. However, the anniversary date being October 13th the stamps
were issued on this date. The statue of the Polish patriot of the Revolutionary
War is in Lafayette Park, depicting General Kosciusko attired in the uniform
of a Polish General. This statue was made by Anton Popiel and unveiled on
May 11, 1910, being presented to the United States Government by the Polish-
American Alliance of this country. The desien of the stam p is espeecially at-
tractive and has met with great favor. It was designed by Vietor 8. Me('loskey,
Jr. The vignette was engraved by J. C. Benzing and the lettering was executed
by E. M. Hall, all of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

At the time this article was written but four plates had been made, and all
have gone to press. No variation in color has been noted to date. Only one
variety has been reported, this consisting of a transfer roll break up near the
top of the right inside frame line on Plate No. 21176. This is found only on the
left panes of this plate, as the right panes which were examined have shown the
complete design.  No double this break was discovered before the plate was com-
pleted as it occeurs only on the left seven rows of the left panes of this plate.
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These stamps were rocked in from bottom to top of the design, as well as
being entered in vertical rows at the lower left hand corner of the printed sheet.
The orieinal order called for about fifty million stamps.

Shades: Bright blue,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Usual four-pane position varieties.
c: Broken relief as mentioned above,

Plates used: 21173—74, 75, 76
Quantity Issued: 22,403,600, Through October 31, 1933,

NOTES
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