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FOREWORD.

The research on the 20th Century issues of U. 8. stamps, that started in
1929, was originally intended for use in a few magazine articles but the enthu-
siastie reception that gweteed these articles encouraged the continuation of the
work with the result that it has developed into three volumes.

Material of this desmiption cannot be assembled accurately without the
assistance of Speeialists in the various fields covered. Arthur E. Owen, in his
untiring efforts to aid in this work, has made it possible to publish the full list
of plate numbers. His encour a,nement and co-operation have been invaluable.

Walter A. Stevens has labored long and unsparingly in preparing the splen-
did and accurate drawings of plate varieties, which can not fail to bring in-
creased interest to this phase of philately.

Alvin W. Hall, Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, has been
most helptul in furnishing pertinent information, and without his assistance
much of the historieal information would not have been available.

Hugh M. Southgate, not only by his personal aid, but also by his scholarly
articles of technical information in the Burean Hpemﬂllst “‘l[‘dﬂ\ assisted in
the preparation of this material.

Much other valuable assistance has been received from Messrs, Sidney I,
javrett, Clarence W. Brazer, Walter Conrath, Arthur W. Deas, George R. M.
Ewing, E. T. Ferry, L. B. Gatchel, J. J. Klemann, Jr., John A. Klemann,
Eugene Klein, John G. Kuespert, W. A. Melntyre, W. R. M'Coy, Henry S.
Parsons, Lee M. Ryer, Carle H. Schaefer, George B. Sloane, Jack Smith, George
i b 'l‘mm- H. G. “dllvn, and a host of others.  (J. D. Shultz also rendered
very \dIlldllI[' assistance in correeting the proofs.) To each and every one is
extended the author’s sincere thanks and appreciation.

Some of the stamps deseribed in the following pages are still current. In
various values plate numbers have been assigned but the plates have not gone
to press up to October 1, 1935, but are liable to be used before the issues are
diseontinued, so it is impossible at this time to give a more complete and accu-
rate listing. Several of these plates arve listed under the various denominations

s ‘“‘plates used.”” Additions to these lists will appear from time to time in
“Sraves’” and the ““Brreav Sprciansr.’” Blank pages have been provided for
personal notes,

[t is hoped that this volume may afford pleasure and assistance to eolleetors
of Tnited States Postage Stamps of the 20th Century.

Max G. Jonw.
November 9, 1935,
Searsdale, N. Y.






Chapter I
1922-35 ISSUE

HE establishment of the Philatelic Ageney, Division of Stamps, at the

Washington Post Office, by the Post Office Department, in December

1921, was perhaps a measure of self-defense as well as a recognition of

the growing importance of stamp eollecting and collectors. The work of caring

for both general and special philatelic requests and answering questions had

become sueh a burden as to seriously hamper the routine dunties of the stamp

division clerks. 1t was thought by Third Assistant Postmaster General W. Trv-

ing Glover that such a department might relieve a congested condition and at

the same time permit the department to fill orders promptly for centered copies,
plate number blocks and other speecial items demanded by collectors.

It was little thought at the time that this Division wonld amount tfo very
much so far as the volume of business done was concerned but it is interesting
to note that when first inangurated only eclerks under Michael 1. Eidsness, Jr.,
were assigned for this work, the total sales for the first year amounting only to
$20,906.00, while in the six months ending December 31, 1933 the total sales
were $333,479.62. With the creation of this agency the Post Office Department
inaugurated a poliey of distributing advance information on new issues, lists
of stamps in stock and other matters of interest to philatelists, Publication re-
leases were also prepared for distribution o the daily press and philatelie
journals.

In July 1922 a report from Washington stated that the Post Office Depart-
ment was contemplating issuing a new series of postage stamps fo replace the
designs which had been eurrent with but slight changes since the latter part of
1908. This interesting news resulted in widespread newspaper publicity through-
out the ecountry. There were both favorable and adverse comments, many papers
stating that the proposed issue was instigated by collectors rather than to fill
an actnal need, but in a formal statement issued August 19th W, Trving Glover,
Third Assistant Postmaster General, denied that the proposed change was in
any way influenced by stamp collectors but rather that the best interest of the
department warranted it. He explained the reason for the change as follows:

“In response to appeals of the Postmaster General for suggestions for the bet-
terment of the postal service, thousands of letters suggesting a new issue have been
received from employees of the postal service, who pointed out the advisability of a
more distinet variation in designs for postage stamps as well as colors that do not
possess striking similarity, The Department knows that thousands of dollars in
revenue are lost vearly in the postal service due to the striking similarity in stamps,
as well as little deviation of color which prevents postal employees from detecting
short paid matter. This liability of error is increased by cancellation which often
obliterates the numerals to such an extent that errors cannot he detected properly.

In fact the present issue bears so many features alike that errors now made in
handling mail with these stamps attached are in the majority of cases excusable.
Particularly is this true in many of the larger post offices, where artificial light is
necessarily being used. Inasmuch as the stamps from one to seven cent denomina-
tion bear the portrait of Washington and the eight cent to $5. bear the portrait of
Franklin, postal clerks cannot easily distingnish the denomination in the rapid
handling of mail because of the lack of distinctive features.”

Amone others the Cleveland Plain Dealer commented on this announcement,
adding that the practical reasons given were more important than any esthetic
need of change, and voieed their approval of the proposed new issue.

The Post Office Department seriously considered a pictorial series for this
issue and to that end had the Bureau prepare a number of models carrying
scenes and views of national interest from various parts of the country. We
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have illustrated a number of these taken from the artist’s original drawings
simply as a matter of record.

On October 1, 1922, the newspapers published in full the Department’s
prepared announcement giving the reason for the choice of subjects, as follows:

“The subjects were selected with careful regard for their suitability. The por-
traits include Washington and Jefferson as fathers of our institutions, Franklin as
first Postmaster General, Martha Washington to commemorate the pioneer woman-
hood of America, Lincoln, Garfield and McKinley as the ‘Martyr Presidents’: Monroe
to mark the foreign policy associated with his name, with Grant, Hayes, Cleveland
and Roosevelt carrying on the historical line to a recent date.'

The following details released by the Department through its information
service under date of October 11, 1922, was of interest to United States special-
ists:

“The colors and the designation of the dye stocks carried by the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing for the printing of stamps are as follows:

l¢ Franklin —Regular green

2¢ Washington —Regular red

3¢ Lincoln —Regular purple

4e —— —=$50.00 Liberty Loan Bond back brown

be - —Regular blue

fe - —Regular orange

Te —— —Note black

Se - ~—DBond blue

¢ — —>Secretary of the Senate Compensation check pink
10e —— —IRtegular yellow
1le — —5$500.00 Postal Savings light blue

12¢ — —8$500.00 regular back 29 U. S. Bond purplish brown
l4c — —REGULAR YELLOW GREEN
15¢ — —8$5,000.00 Federal Farm Loan Bank dark grey

20¢ Yosemite Falls—Cigarette blue revenue stamp
26¢ Niagara Falls —Note green

30¢ —_ —=Sepia
50c —_ —Philippine Islands Internal Revenue lavender
$1.00 —_ ——Philippine Island documentary brown

$2.00 Capitol —Regular blue
$5.00 America head —Bi-color border regular red, face yvellow blue."

It is evident from this list that at the time the colors had been decided 1pon
no final deeision had been reached as to the subjeets to be used on all of the
values, and also that this was the first official notice to the public that aceurately
defined the colors selected for the various denominations. It is of interest to
note that before issuing the fourteen cent and twenty cent stamps the colors
were changed, while in spite of the care taken to correctly deseribe the shades
prepared for the various values little effort seems to have been taken to retain
them after the fivst printine.

The adoption of this new series, the subjects used on each, and the reason
for the two new values were deseribed in the Report of the Postmaster General
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1922, This Report is as follows:

“Preliminary steps were taken to change the designs on all denominations of
postage stamps which had for many years been confined to portraits of Washington
and Franklin exclusively, The new designs will include portraits of various indi-
viduals prominent in the history of the country as well as a number distinetly nation-
al in character,

In determining upon the adoption of the new designs the Department was in-
fluenced primarily by the representations upon the part of Postmasters and em-
ployees in the Postal Service that similarity of design and color used in the present
issue led to great difficulty in distinguishing the different denominations and that
material losses in revenue were occurring through the inability of postal clerks to
detect short-paid matter in the rapid handling of mail.
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In addition to the changes in design, stamps in new denominations of fourteen
cents and twenty-five cents are being prepared to meet the postage rates applying
to parcel post mailings of certain weights and zones now requiring two or more
stamps. The thirteen cent stamp has been omitted from the new series as this de-
nomination is no longer used to prepay postage and registry fees under the present
postage rates. The department encourages the use of a single stamp whenever
possible to prepay the required postage as a matter of economy in manufacture costs
and to expedite the handling of the mail. Aside from the economic reasons, it is
believed the change in designg will meet with popular approval and result in added
interest on the part of the public in the Postal Service in general.

The subjects selected for the new series of stamps are as follows:

le Franklin 8¢ Grant 20c¢ Yosemite |
2¢ Washington 9¢ Jefferson 25¢ Niagara

3¢ Lincoln 10¢c Monroe 30¢ Buffalo

4¢ Martha Washington 11le Hayes 50c¢ Arlington Amphitheatre
5e Roosevelt 12¢ Cleveland $1.00 Lincoln Memorial

6e Garfield 14¢ Indian £2.00 Capitol

Te McKinley 15¢ Statue of Liberty $5.00 America Memorial

The above list of subjects was followed for all values except the twenty-
cent, that being changed to a view of the ““Golden Gate’” before the stamps
were issued.

In addition to the historical background that prompted the choice of sub-
jeets for the various values the Department inaugurated a plan of first issuing
the stamps at certain places and on specified dates that were of historical or
geographical significance to the subject on the stamp. This spread the first
date of issue for the entire series over a period of about six months and greatly
inereased the interest of non-colleetors. This new method also made it manda-
tory that a sufficient guantity of the old type stoek be kept on hand to meet
requirements until the date was reached for the ‘‘first day’” issue of the various
new values. As a result it was often several months or more before the new
stamps had any wide distribution as supplies of the superseded issue were being
delivered by the Bureau for quite some time after the new issue first made their
appearance.

The first stamp of this series to be issued was the eleven cent, portraying
Rutherford B. Hayes, and appeared on the one hundredth anniversary of his
birth. The official notice follows:

NEW 11-CENT POSTAGE STAMPS, 1922 ISSUE,

Third Asst. Postmaster General,
Washington, September 30, 1922.

Postmasters and other officers and emplovees of the Postal Service are notified
that the department has issued a new ll-cent postage stamp. It is the first stamp
of a new series which will replace the present issue of ordinary stamps known as
the series of 1912,

A deseription follows: The stamp is the same shape and size—75/100 by
87/100 inch—as the present series of stamps, and is printed in peacock-blue ink.
The central design is a portrait of Rutherford B. Hayes within an oval, and is partly
inclosed in a panel which is supported on either side by acanthus serolls. Above
the portrait in a curved line appear the words ‘“‘United States Postage” in white
Roman letters, On a ribbon below the oval is the name “Hayes,” and under this,
at the bottom of the stamp, appears the word “Cents.” In both lower corners with-
in ovals with dark backgrounds are the white numerals “11.”” The entire stamp is
inclosed within a erossline border with small triangular ornaments in both upper
COTTErS,

The first issue of the new 11-cent stamp will be placed on sale October 4, 1922,
at Fremont, Ohio, in connection with the celebration of the one hundredth anniver-
sary of the former President’s birth. They will also be placed on sale October 4,
1922, at the philatelic stamp agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department,
for the benefit of stamp collectors and dealers.

The new 11-cent stamp will not be issued to postmasters until the present sup-
ply of the current issue is exhausted.

W. IRVING GLOVER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.
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The next stamp to be issued was that of the five cent portraying Theodore
Roosevelt. This was also issued on an appropriate date, that of Roosevelt’s
birthday. The official notice follows:

NEW 5-CENT POSTAGE STAMP, 1922 ISSUE,

Third Asst. Postmaster General,
Washington, October 24, 1922,

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the Department is about to issue a new 5-cent postage stamp, It is the second
stamp to be issued of the new series which will replace the present issue of ordi-
nary stamps known as the series of 1912,

A description follows:

The stamp is the same shape and size, 75/100 by 87/100 inch, as the present
series of stamps and is printed in blue ink.. The central design is a portrait of
Theodore Roosevelt within an oval, and is partly inclosed in a panel which is sup-
ported on either side by acanthus scrolls. Above the portrait in a curved line ap-
pear the words “United States Postage” in white Roman letters. On a ribbon below
the oval is the name “Roosevelt’” and under this, at the bottom of the stamp, ap-
pears the word “Cents.” In both lower corners within ovals with dark backgrounds
is the white numeral “5." The entire stamp is inclosed within a cross-line border
with small triangular ornaments in both upper corners.

The first issue of the new 5-cent stamp will be placed on sale at Oyster Bay.
N. Y., and New York, N. Y., October 27, 1922, the birthday of former President
Roosevelt.

The new stamp will also be placed on sale October 27, 1922, at the Philatelic
Stamp Ageney, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, for the benefit of stamp
collectors and dealers.

The new 5-cent stamp will not be issued to postmasters until the present supply
of the current issue is exhausted.

W. IRVING GLOVER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Since the close of the World War. Armistice Day, November 11, had taken
on an added significance and it was appropriately decided to issue certain
values on this day. These consisted of the fifteen cent, portraying the Statue
of Liberty, the gift of France; the iwenty-five cent, Niagara Falls, which typi-
fied our friendly relation with our Canadian neighbors, and the fifty cent,
Arlington Amphitheatre, which is in itself obvious.

The official notice follows :

NEW 15-CENT, 25-CENT, AND 50-CENT POSTAGE STAMPS—SERIES OF 1922,

Third Asst. Postmaster General,
Washington, November 4, 1922,

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the department is prepared to issue a new 15-cent, 25-cent, and 50-cent post-
age stamp. These stamps are of the new series which will replace the present issue
of ordinary stamps known as the series of “1912.”

A description follows:

The 15-cent stamp is the same shape and size (0.75 by 0.87 inch) as the present
series of stamps, and is printed in dark gray ink. The central design is the Statue
of Liberty with a view of New York Harbor in the background, partly inclosed in a
spread horseshoe panel supported at the base by acanthus scrolls. Within the panel
and above the design appear the words “United States Postage’ in white Roman
letters. On a ribbon below the design is the word “Liberty” and under this, at the
bottom of the stamp, in a white-edged panel, appears the word “Cents.” In both
lower corners within circles with dark backgrounds are the white numerals 15"
The entire stamp is inclosed within a single white line border, with small panels
supported by acanthus scrolls in both upper corners,

The 25-cent stamp is a new denomination added to the 1922 series. It is the
same size as the other demominations, but is a horizontal rectangle, and is printed
in green ink. The central design is a view of Niagara Falls, taken from Goat
Island looking toward the American shore. This design is within a semicircle
surrounded by a panel which is supported on either side by acanthus scrolis. With-
in this panel and above the design appear the words “United States Postage” in
white Roman letters. On a ribbon below the design is the word “Niagara’ and
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under this, at the bottom of the stamp, in a white-edged panel, appears the word
“Cents.” In both lower corners within cireles with dark background are the white
numerals “25." The entire stamp is inclosed within a single white line border with
triangular white line ornaments in both upper corners,

The 50-cent stamp is the same shape, a horizontal rectangle, and size (0.75 by
0.87 inch) as the 25-cent stamp in the new series, and is printed in lavender ink.
The central design is a view of the Arlington Amphitheater with the tomb of the
unknown dead in the foreground. The frame and border design is the same as the
Zh-cent stamp except that the numerals “50" appear in the circles in both lower
corners, and the words “Arlington Amphitheater’” appear on the ribbon below the
design,

The first issue of these new stamps will be placed on sale at the post office at
Washington, D. C., November 11, 1922, Armistice Day. They will also be placed on
sale November 11, 1922, at the Philatelic Stamp Agency, Division of Stamps, Post
Office Department, for the benefit of stamp collectors and dealers.

The new 15-cent and 5H0-cent stamps will not be issued to postmasters until the
present supply of the current issue of these denominations is exhausted. As the
present supply now available of the new 25-cent gtamp is limited, postmasters will
refrain from drawing requisitions for this denomination until further advised.

W. IRVING GLOVER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The anniversary of the birth of President James A. Garfield was celebrated
on November 19th, but as this was a Sunday the six cent stamps, portraying
his portrait, were issued the following day. The official notice follows:

NEW G-CENT POSTAGE STAMPS, 1922 ISSUE,

Third Asst. Postmaster General,
Washington, D, C., November 18, 1922,

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the department has issued a new G-cent postage stamp.

A description follows:

The stamp is the same shape and size—seventy-five one hundredths by eighty-
seven one hundredths inch—as the present series of stamps and is printed in orange
ink. The central design is a portrait of James A. CGarfield within an oval and is
partly inclosed in a panel which is supported on either side by acanthus serolls.
Above the portrait in a curved line appear the words “United States Postage’’ in
white Roman letters. On a ribbon below the oval is the name “Garfield,”” and under
this, at the bottom of the stamp, appears the word “Cents.” In both lower corners
within ovals, with dark backgrounds, is the white numeral “6."” The entire stamp
is inclosed within a cross-line border, with small triangular ornaments in both upper
corners,

The first issue of the new 6-cent stamp will be placed on sale at the post office
at Washington, D. C., November 20, 1922, They will also be placed on sale Novem-
ber 20, 1922, at the Philatelic Stamp Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Depart-
ment, for the henefit of stamp collectors and dealers,

The new f-cent stamps will not be issued to postmasters until the present supply
of the current issue of this denomination is exhausted.

W. IRVING GLQVER.
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The next group of stamps to appear ineluded the one, two, four, nine and
ten cent, only one of these appearing on an appropriate date. This was largely
due to the faet that there was an unexpected large demand for these values.
It had been hoped to delay the issuing of the two cent, bearing the portrait of
George Washington, until February 22nd, but necessity prevented this, and the
two eent stamp along with the four, nine and ten cent were issned January 15th.
The one cent appeared two days later, on the anniversary of Franklin’s hirth-
day. The official notice follows:

NEW 1-CENT, 2-CENT, 4-CENT, 9-CENT, AND 10-CENT POSTAGE STAMPS,
SERIES OF 1922-23,

Third Asst. Postmaster General,
Washington, D, C., January 12, 1923,
Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the department is prepared to issue new 1l-cent, 2-cent, 4-cent, 9-cent and 10-
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cent postage stamps. These stamps are of the new series which will replace the
present issue of ordinary stamps known as the series of “1912.”
A deseription follows:
~ The stamps are the same shape and size, 76/100 by 87/100 inch, as the present
series.

The 1-cent stamp bears the portrait of Franklin, within an oval, and is partly
inclosed in a panel which is supported on either side by acanthus secrolls, Above
the portrait in a curved line appear the words ‘“United States Postage" in white
Roman letters. On a ribbon below the oval is the name “Franklin' and under this,
at the bottom of the stamp, appears the word “Cent.”” In both lower corners within
ovals, with dark backgrounds, is the white numeral “1.” The entire stamp is in-
closed within a cross-line border, with small triangular ornaments in both upper
corners; color, green.

The 2-cent stamp bears the portrait of Washington, with the name “Washing-
ton’ on the ribbon below the portrait. The surrounding design is the same as the
l-cent stamp, with the necessary change of numerals representing the denomina-
tion, and with the word ‘““Cents’ instead of “Cent'’; color, red,

The 4-cent stamp bears the portrait of Martha Washington, with the name
“Martha Washington' on the ribbon below the portrait. The surrounding design
is the same as the 2-cent stamp with the necessary change of numerals represent-
ing the denomination; color, brown.

The 9-cent stamp bears the portrait of Jefferson, with the name “Jefferson’ on
the ribbon below the portrait. The surrounding design is the same as the 2-cent
stamp with the necessary change of figures representing the denomination; color,
pink.

The 10-cent stamp bears the portrait of Monroe, with the name ‘“Monroe’ on
the ribbon below the portrait. The surrounding design iz the same as the 2-cent
stamp with the necessary change of numerals representing the denomination; -color,
vellow.

The first issue of the new 1l-cent stamp will be placed on sale at Philadelphia,
Pa., on Franklin's birthday, January 17, 1923, and will also be placed on sale the
same date at the Philatelic Stamp Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Depart-
ment, for the benefit of stamp collectors and dealers.

The first issue of the new 2-cent, 4-cent, 9-cent and 10-cent stamps will be
placed on sale at the post office at Washington, D. C., January 15, 1923, They will
also be placed on sale the same date at the Philatelic Stamp Agency, Divigion of
Stamps, Post Office Department, for the benefit of stamp collectors and dealers.

The new l-cent, 2-cent, 4-cent, 9-cent and 10-cent stamps will not be issued to
postmasters until the present supply of the current issue of these denominations is
exhausted.

W. IRVING GLOVER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The next two stamps to appear were both in honor of Abraham Lincoln and
were appropriately issued on February 12th. These consisted of the three cent
portraying the head of our martyred President, and the one dollar, which por-
trayed the Lincoln Memorial. The official notice follows:

NEW 3-CENT AND $1 POSTAGE STAMPS, SERIES OF 1922-23,

Third Asst. Postmaster General,
Washington, February 6, 1923.

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the department ig prepared to issue new 3-cent and 21 postage stamps of the
new series which will replace the present issue of ordinary stamps known as the
series of ““1912.”

These stamps are described as follows:

They are the same shape and size, (76/100 by 87/100) inch) as the present
series.

The 3-cent stamp bears the portrait of Linecoln within an oval and is partly
inclosed in a panel which is supported on either side by acanthus scrolls, Above the
portrait in a curved line appear the words “United States Postage' in white Roman
letters. On a ribbon below the oval is the name “Lincoln,"” and under this, at the
bottom of the stamp, appears the word “Cents.” In both lower corners, within
ovals, with dark backgrounds, is the white numeral “3."" The entire stamp is in-
closed within a cross-line border, with small triangular ornaments in both upper
corners; color, purple,
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The $1 stamp is the same size as the other denominations, but is a horizontal
rectangle and is printed in brown ink. The central design is a view of the Lincoln
Memorial. The design is within a semicirele surrounded by a panel which is sup-
ported on either side by acanthus scrolls, Within this panel and above the design
appear the words “United States Postage” in white Roman letters. On a ribbon
below the design are the words “Lincoln Memorial,” and under this, at the bottom
of the stamp, in a white edged panel, appears the word ‘“Dollar.” In both lower
corners, within circles, with dark backgrounds, is the white numeral “1."” The
entire stamp is inclosed within a single white line border, with triangular white-
line ornaments in both upper corners,

The first issue of the new 3-cent stamp will be placed on sale February 12,
1923, at the post office at Hodgenville, Larue County, Ky., the birthplace of former
President Lincoln, and the first issue of the new $1 stamp will be placed on sale at
the post office at Springfield, I1l., February 12, 1923, Lincoln's birthday. They are
also to be placed on sale February 12, 1923, at the Philatelic Stamp Agency, Divi-
sion of Stamps, Post Office Department, for the benefit of stamp collectors and
dealers.

The new 3-cent and $1 stamps will not be issued to postmasters until the present
supply of current issue of these denominations is exhausted.

W. IRVING GLOVER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The next group to appear consisted of the twelve and thirty cent and the
two dollar, and five dollar stamps. These were all issued on March 20th, which
date was more for the purpose of convenience than anything else. The official
notice follows:

NEW 12-CENT, 30-CENT, 82 and $5 POSTAGE STAMPS, SERIES OF 1922-3.

Third Asst. Postmaster General,
Washington, March 14, 1923.

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the department is prepared to issue new 12-cent, 30-cent, $2 and $5 postage
stamps. These stamps are of the new series gvhich will replace the present issue of
ordinary stamps known as the series of 1912,

A deseription follows:

The 12-cent stamp is the same shape and size, 75/100 by 87/100 inch, as the
present series of stamps and is printed in purplish brown ink. The central design is
a portrait of Grover Cleveland, within an oval and is partly inclosed in a panel
which is supported on either side by acanthus scrolls. Above the portrait in a
curved line appear the words “United States Postage” in white Roman letters, On
a ribbon below the oval is the name “Cleveland,” and under this, at the bottom of
the stamp, appears the word “Cents.” In both lower corners within ovals with dark
backgrounds are the white numerals “12." The entire stamp is inclosed within a
cross-line border with small triangular ornaments in both upper corners.

The 30-cent stamp is the same size as the other denominations but is a hori-
zontal rectangle, the color is sepia. The central design represents a buffalo taken
from a photograph. This design is within a semicircle surrounded by a panel which
is supported on either side by acanthus scrolls. Within the panel and above the
design appear the words “United States Postage’ in white Roman letters., Below
the design at the bottom of the stamp in a white edged panel appears the word
“Cents.” In both lower corners within circles with dark backgrounds are the white
numerals “20." The entire stamp is inclosed within a single white line border, with
triangular white line ornaments in both upper corners,

The $2 stamp is the same shape and size as the 30-cent stamp and is printed in
blue ink., The central design is a view of the United States Capitol, The surround-
ing design is the same as the 30-cent stamp, except that the numeral “2" appears in
the circles in both lower corners with the word “Dollars” instead of “Cents” at the
bottom of the stamp. On a ribbon below the central design appear the words “U. 8.
Capitol."”

The 85 stamp is the same shape and size as the $2 stamp. The central design
is America from a photograph of replica of statue surmounting the United States
Capitol. On a ribbon below the central design is the word ‘““America.” The sur-
rounding design is the same as the $2 stamp, except that the numeral “5' appears
in the cireles in both lower corners. This is the only stamp of the new series printed
in two colors. The central design is printed in blue ink with the border design
printed in red.
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The first issue of the 12-cent stamp will be placed on sale March 20, 1923, at
the post office at Caldwell, N, J., the birthplace of former President Cleveland, and
at the post office at Boston, Mass.

The first issue of the new 30-cent, 32 and 8£5 stamps will be placed on sale
Marech 20, 1923, at the post office at Washington, D, C.

The 12-cent, 30-cent, $2 and $5 stamps will also be placed on sale March 20,
1923, at the Philatelic Stamp Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department,
for the benefit of stamp collectors and dealers,

The new stamps will not be issued to postmasters until the present supply of
the current issue of these denominations is exhausted.

W. IRVING GLOVER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The balance of the series, consisting of the seven, eight, fourteen and twenty
cent stamps, were issuned May 1st. This date was again of no special signifi-
cance, but merely to have the entire set issued before the end of the fiscal year.
The official notice follows:

NEW 7-CENT, 8-CENT, 14-CENT, AND 20-CENT POSTAGE STAMPS,
SERIES OF 1922-23,

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, D. C., April 27, 1923.

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the department is prepared to issue new 7-cent, S-cent, 14-cent, and 20-cent
postage stamps, These stamps are of the new series which will replace the present
issue of ordinary stamps, known as the series of 1912,

A description follows:

The T-cent stamp is the same shape and size, 75/100 by 87/100 inch, as the
present series of stamps, and is printed in black ink. The central design is a por-
trait of McKinley within an oval and is partly inclosed in a panel which is supported
on either side by acanthus scrolls, Above the portrait in a curved line appear the
words ‘“United States Postage’ in white Roman letters. On a ribbon below the oval
is the name “McKinley,” and under this, at the bottom of the stamp, appears the
word “Cents.” In both lower corners within ovals with dark backgrounds is the
white numeral “7.” The entire stamp is inclosed within a eross-line border with
small triangular ornaments in both upper corners,

The 8-cent stamp is the same shape and size as the T-cent stamps and bears a
portrait of Grant, with the name “Grant'" on the ribbon bhelow the portrait. The
surrounding design is the same as the T-cent stamp with the necessary change of
figures representing the denomination. The c¢olor is olive,

The 14-cent stamp is a new denomination. It is the same shape and size as
the 7-cent stamp and bears a portrait of an Indian, with the words “American In-
dian’ on the ribbon below the portrait. The surrounding design is the same as the
7-cent stamp with the necessary change of figures representing the denomination.
The color is indigo.

The 20-cent stamp ig the same size as the other denominations but is a hori-
zontal rectangle, and is printed in ecrimson ink. The central design is Golden Gate.
This design is within a semicirele surrounded by a panel, which is supported on
either side by acanthus scrolls, Within this panel and above the design appear the
words “United States Postage” in white Roman letters. On a ribbon below the
design are the words “Golden Gate,” and under this, at the bottom of the stamp, in
a white-edged panel, appears the word “Cents.” In hoth lower corners within
circles with dark backgrounds are the white numerals "20."" The entire stamp is
inclosed within a single white-line border with triangular white-line ornaments in
both upper corners,

These four new stamps will first be placed on sale May 1, 1923, the 7-cent at
the post office at Niles, Ohio, the 8-cent at Washington, D. C., the 14-cent at Musko-
gee, Okla.,, and the 20-cent at San Franecisco, Calif. They will also be placed on
sale May 1, 1923, at the Philatelic Stamp Ageney, Division of Stamps, Post Office
Department, for the benefit of stamp collectors and dealers.

The new 7-cent, S-cent, and 20-cent stamps will not be issued to postmasters
until the present supply of the current issue of these denominations is exhausted.

Postmasters may draw requisitions for the new 1l4-cent stamp after May 1,
1923, but such requisitions will be honored by limited quantities only. Requisitions
should be submitted promptly after May 1 in order that the department may esti-
mate the gquantities of the new denomination needed and notify the contractor
accordingly.

W. IRVING GLOVER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.
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As originally issued this series consisted of twenty-one values, one more
than the old issue, and as mentioned in the Postmaster General’s report for
1922 the thirteen eent stamp was dropped and two new values, one of fourteen
cents and another of twenty-five cents were added. The frames for this series
were divided into three general groups of designs, though all had a certain
similarity. The design of the first group of all values up to and including the
fourteen cent was vertical, with vignettes of persons prominent in the history of
the nation. The next value, the fifteen eent, had a separate frame that was only
used on this value. This stamp and the twenty cent are rveally companion stamps,
the central subjects depicting harbor scenes from the east and west coasts, the
fifteen cent being upright and the twenty cent horizontal. The balance of the
series carried various subjeets of national interest and had another type of
frame, the vignette in all the latter cases being horizontal.

These stamps were first issued on flat bed presses, the rotary presses at that
time being used only for coils. All denominations up to and inelnding the fifty
cents were printed from 400 subject plates, the sheets being cut horizontally and
vertically into 100 subject panes and in this form delivered to postmasters.
Plate numbers were adjacent to the sixth stamp from each guide line arrow and
appeared twice on each pane. The one and two dollar values were printed from
200 subjeet sheets which were eut horizontally into 100 subject panes, on these
two the plate numbers were at top and bottom only, being over or below the
third stamp to the right and left of the horizontal guide line. The five dollar
stamp was printed from 100 subject sheets and delivered uncut to postmasters,
the plate numbers appearing in both colors but at the top only.

A few years before the new series were issued experiments had been made
with current one eent stamps by printing 400 subject sheets on a rotary press
and issuing the stamps to post offices in 100 subject panes. It had been fonnd
that stamps could be printed by the method for 053 cents as against .08 cents
per thousand for the flat plate work. They were not satisfactory to the postal
service and changes were made as noted in the following report of the Post-
master General for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1923 :

“Improvements of importance have been made during the year in the “‘rotary”
process of manufacture by which postage stamps are completed at one operation and
at a much higher production rate, with corresponding reduction in manufacture
costs compared with the ordinary method of preparing stamps on flat-plate presses.
The use of the rotary presses so far has been confined to the 1 cent denomination,
large quantities of which are pre-cancelled by postmasters and sold to patrons who
use this denomination in large guantities as a means of relief to the mailing office
in the dispatch of the mail. Following complaints from a number of postmasters
that these stamps were difficult to precancel, owing to the narrow margins and
tendency to curl, cooperation with the Bureau of Engraving and Printing of the
Treasury Department has resulted in the perfecting and installation of additional
equipment on the rotary presses to provide for the precancelling of stamps for the
larger post oflices in the original process of manufacture.”

This precancelling deviee was developed by Richard Breaden, Assistant
Superintendent of the Stamp Division of the Post Office Department, and it was
ostimated at the time of its installation that it saved the Department about
$250,000. per year. For his work on the process the Postmaster General award-
ed him the stupendous sum of $1,000. on the recommendation of the Committee
of Experiment, Research and Design. Ile was assisted in his endeavors by
Blair MeKenzie. a machinist in the Bureau. This $1,000. was unfortunately the
limit allowed by law.

The first denomination of the new series precancelled by the new method
were perf 10 one eent stamps and were prepared for the postmaster of New York
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City. They were issued April 21, 1923, the overprinting being in black ink and
reading

e e
NEW YORK
N Y.

Within a short time other Postmasters were furnished with the one cent
stamp precancelled with the name of their post office. Tt was later decided to
issue precancelled stamps in coil form and on January 7, 1924, the one cent
denomination was first sent to New York City in coils of 500 and 1,000, each
stamp carrying the name of the city. The two cent denomination precancelled
in eoil form was first issued January 31, 1924 to the Postmaster of Chicago.

During October 1923 the one cent stamps printed on the rotary press were
issued in sheet form without precancellation. These were 100 subject panes
perforated 10 all around. This was the only value so issued up to the end of
the calendar year 1923. L. A. Hill, former Director of the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing, told the sub-committee of the House Committee on Appropriation
in Febrnary 1924 that the reason more stamps were not produced on the rotary
press for general use in the Post Office was beeanse they had a tendeney to eurl,
claiming that this was due to winding the stamps on a roll after they were re-
moved from the oven used for drying the gum. The stamps were later unrolled,
cut up info sheets of 400 and placed in a hydraulic press to flatten them. They
were therefore flat when they left the Burean but after lying in Post Offices for
a short period there was a tendeney for them to resume the curl they had when
on the spool. He also claimed that this could not be stopped.

In 1923 numerous employees of the Burean were removed on charges by an
executive order, among them being Benjamin Stickney, the mechanical expert
who had designed the rotary press. The Secretary of the Treasury found
these charges groundless and later reinstated them. But for his enforced ab-
sence it is quite likely that the complaints against the rotary press sheet stamps
would have been remedied sooner for shortly after Stickney’s return he made
a slight change in the press which he, through the Bureau, claimed would break
the gum and thereby prevent the sheets from curling. The Department had
sufficient confidence in his statement to place a larger order with the Bureau for
one and two cent stamps from the modified machines, these to be delivered in
100 subject sheets. The two cent was so issued perf 10 on April 14, 1924 in
ordinary form.

In 1923 and 1924 the Post Office Department once more used up the ecoil
waste of the one and two cent values, the first group issned having been perfo-
rated vertically while part of the roll preparatory to being coiled were now
perforated 11 horizontally. There was little public knowledge of these issues
and they were practically overlooked. The next group of coil waste sheets was
perforated 11 both horizontally as well as vertically and they also were almost
entirely missed by collectors. 1In the case of the one cent stamp with this perfo-
ration no philatelic comments appeared until some time had elapsed after they
had been current. This is said to be the rarest ordinary stamp of the twentieth
century, so much so in faet that many authorities had doubted its existence.
The perf 11 two cent stamp printed on the rotary press though not as rare as
the one cent is very desirable. ’

Putting this coil waste into eireulation saved the Department a small sum
of money but worked a hardship on the poor collector, and this variety being
very limited in number permitted possibilities of collusion between an employee
of the Bureau and a dealer. In faect it has been claimed that one dealer tried
very hard though unsuccessfully to obtain copies direct through the Bureau,
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even going so far as to endeavor to have all this eoil waste sent to him. ‘When
first issued copies were sold as ‘‘errors’” at very high prices to some unwary col-
lectors. This procedure and other facts relating to the coil waste stamps caused
so much disturbance in the philatelic field that many collectors requested the
Department to discontinue the use of coil waste. Under the leadership of Arthur
E. Owen, a philatelist of note, and highly esteemed by the Bureau officials as the
outstanding plate number authority, successful efforts were made to stop this
practice and no coil stamps in sheets have been issued since 1924, the Depart-
ment giving orders that all coil “‘waste’ he treated as such and forthwith
destroyed.

It was reported from Washington in July 1925 that as the appropriation
for the fiscal vear of 1926 had been considerably eut down the Department had
arranged without further delay to use rotary presses for all denominations up
to ten cents, this method of printing and precancelling being the most economi-
cal known. Fourteen new 400 and two 170 subject rotary presses, as well as six
precancelling machines of the rotary type were installed and before the end of
the fiseal yvear of 1926 rotary printings of all values up to the ten cent, (except
a new value of one-half cent) had appeared, all being perforated 10. As first
issued all these denominations were precancelled but later they appeared with-
out the overprint.

The Postal Service Aet of February 28, 1925 increasing the rates of postage,
effective April 15, 1925, made it neeessary to issue new one-half cent and one
and one-half cent ordinary postage stamps. Nathan Hale was selected as the
subject for the one-half cent value, the frame used heing the same as for the
one cent, and was first placed on sale April 4, 1925. The one and one-half cent
bore a portrait of former President Harding and was similar to the Memorial
two cent stamp that had been issued in 1923 except that the numerals in the
upper corner were replaced by triangles. This latter value was issned March
19, 1925, from flat plates for sheet stamps as well as from rotary presses for
both eoils and sheets,

Prior to the official announcement to the public of the new one and one-half
cent stamps postmasters were notified in the Postal Bulletins of Mareh 7th and
10th that they would be issued and were instructed in these notices how they
should obtain their initial supplies. The official notice follows:

NEW DENOMINATION 115-CENT ORDINARY POSTAGE STAMP, ISSUE OF 1925.

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington. March 13, 1925.

Postmaster and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the department is about to issue a new 114 -cent ordinary postage stamp for
use in connection with the new rates of postage, effective April 15, 1925. The
stamp is described as follows:

The 1% -cent ordinary postage stamp is the same shape and size as the current
9-cent stamp and bears the portrait of the late President Warren G. Harding with
the name “Harding” on a ribbon below the portrait. The surrounding design is
the same as the current 2-cent stamp, except that the numerals ‘11" appear in
the ovals in both lower corners and the triangular ornaments in both upper corners
have been changed. The stamp is inclosed within a plain dark border and is printed
in brown ink.

The first issue of the new 1l4-cent stamps will he placed on sale March 19,
1925, at the post office at Washington, D. C. These stamps will also be placed on
sale March 19, 1925, at the Philatelic Ageney, Division of Stamps, Post Office De-
partment, for the benefit of stamp collectors and dealers.

Postmasters were notified in the Postal Bulletins of March 7 and 10 concern-
ing requisitions for an initial supply of this new issue,

W. IRVING GLOVER.
Third Assistant Postmaster General.
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The Postal Bulletin of March 11th notified postmasters of the contemplated
issuance of the new one-half cent stamps and issued instructions for the proper
procedure of requisitioning the initial supply. The official notice follows :

NEW DENOMINATION ONE-HALF-CENT ORDINARY POSTAGE STAMP.

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, March 25, 1925.

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the department is about to issue a new one-half-cent ordinary postage stamp
for use in connection with the new rates of postage effective April 15, 1925.

A description follows:

The one-half-cent stamp is the same shape and size as the l1-cent ordinary
stamp of the current series and bears a portrait of Nathan Hale, with the name
“Nathan Iale” on a ribbon below the portrait. The surrounding design is the same
as the 1-cent stamp except that the numeral 14" appears in the ovals in both lower
corners. The stamp is inclosed within a cross-line border and is printed in sepia,
similar to the 30-cent Buffalo stamp.

The first issue of the new one-half-cent stamps will be placed on sale April 4,
1925, at the post offices at Washington, D, C., and New Haven, Conn. These stamps
will also be placed on sale April 4, 1925, at the Philatelic Agency, Division of
Stamps, Post Office Department, for the benefit of stamp collectors and dealers.

Postmasters were notified in the Postal Bulletin of Mareh 11 concerning requi-
sitions for an initial supply of this new issue.

W. IRVING GLOVER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

On December 28, 1925 a new stamp of the value of seventeen cents was
issued, bearing a portrait of ex-President Woodrow Wilson. It followed the
frame design of the twenty cent and like it the longest side was horizontal. This
was printed in black ink and issued for nse in prepaying a single rate of letter
postage plus registry fee, but was also of use for ordinary purposes to the
amount of its face value,

Under date of December 2nd the Postal Bullelin reported that the seventeen
cent stamp would be issued. The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, D. C., December 2, 1925,

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the department is about to issue a new 17-cent ordinary postage stamp, de-
scribed as follows:

The stamp is the same shape and size, a horizontal rectangle, as the 20-cent
stamp of the current series and is printed in bank note black ink. The central de-
sign is a portrait of Woodrow Wilson within a semicirele and is partly inclosed in a
panel which is supported on either side by acanthus serolls. Within this panel, and
above the portrait, appear the words “United States Postage” in white Roman let-
ters. On a ribbon below the portrait is the name “Wilson" and under this, at the
bottom of the stamp, appears the word “Cents.” In both lower corners, within cir-
cles with dark backgrounds, are the white numerals “17."  Triangular white-line
ornaments appear in both upper corners and the entire stamp is enclosed within a
single white-line horder,

The first issue of the new 17-cent stamps will be placed on sale December 28 at
the post offices at Princeton, N, J., Staunton, Va., New York, N. Y., and Washington,
D. C. They will also be placed on sale on this date at the Philatelic Agency, Divi-
sion of Stamps, Post Office Department, for the benefit of stamp collectors and
dealers,

Postmasters may draw requisitions on a separate form 3201 for a limited supply
of the new 17-cent stamps after December 28, 1925, and they will be filled in regu-
lar turn as promptly after that date as production will permit,

R. 8. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Two weeks later a thirteen eent stamp was once again issued, this being the
second time that sueh a denomination had been dropped only to be again issued
in a new series. This value completed the sequence throngh the fifteen cent and
also was issued primarily in prepaying postage and insurance on parcels and
letters covering fees running to this amount,
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Under date of December 14th the Postal Bulletin announced that the thir-
teen cent stamp would be issued. The official notice follows:

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, D. C., Dec. 14, 1525.

Postmasters and others connected with the Postal Service are notified that the
department has prepared a reissue of the 13-cent ordinary postage stamp, described
as follows:

The stamp is the same shape and size, 0,75 by 0.87 inch, as the 12-cent stamp
of the current series, and is printed in green ink. The central design is a portrait
of Benjamin Harrison, within an oval with open background and is partly inclosed
in a panel which is supported on either side by acanthus scrolls. Above the por-
trait, in a curved line, appear the words “United States Postage™ in white Roman
letters, On a ribbon below the oval is the name “Harrigson' and under this, at the
bottom of the stamp, appears the word “Cents.” In both lower corners, within
ovals with dark backgrounds, are the white numerals *'13.” The entire stamp is
inclosed within a cross-line border, with small triangular ornaments in both upper
corners.

The first of the new 13-cent stamps will be placed on sale January 11, 1926, at
the post offices at Indianapolis, Ind., and Washington, DD. C. They will also be placed
on sale on the same date at the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office
Department, for the benefit of stamp collectors and dealers.

Postmasters may draw requisitions on a separate form, 3201, for a limited sup-
ply of the new 13-cent stamps after January 11, 1926, and they will be filled in regu-
lar turn as promptly after that date as production will permit. District account-
ing postmasters will obtain needed supplies of 13-cent stamps by requisition on the
central accounting office, using Form 2338 accompanied by proper remittance.

R. 8. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

In 1925 the Bureau made certain plate experiments in spacing the stamps,
striving to overcome the loss due to uneven perforating. A star was added to
the plate margins as an aid to the workmen in the guick handling of these
sheets on the perforating machines. Sueh plates were preparved for many of the
values below the twenty-five cent but with the introduction of rotary press sheet
stamps few were issned from these “‘star plates.”” The difference in spacing is
small but these stamps are a collectable minor variety, and plate number blocks
showing the star are of great interest in following the history of this issue, and
in certain of the values have become exceedingly scarce. These plates unlike
the earlier star plates had this marking next to only one plate number and
always on the upper right pane. There were three types of stars, a small five
pointed star as used on the coil plates, a large five pointed star and a large six
pointed star. These are either to the left of the top right (I') plate number or
below the upper plate number in the right margin. No stars were used on the
half eent Hale or the one and one-half cent Harding plates, but these had the
wide spacing throughont,

Various experiments were also made for the purpose of lengthening the life
of the plates. These, of eourse, had no direct effect on the stamps themselves
but in some cases marks were placed in the margin denoting the experiment so
that an accurate check could be kept of the vesults. One of these marginal
markings was the letter ““O" about 14" high which appeared in the upper
right hand corner of the sheet margin. The ‘O’ plates were identical with
the others except that instead of receiving a hardening bath of eyanide they
were hardened in oil, which tended to lengthen their life, A later experiment
proved that by having the plates chromium plated at least five times the number
of impressions could be obtained than had been previously possible. It was
also found that when the plating started to wear after frequent impressions it

ras possible to bring the surface back by replating. The end of the fiscal year
of 1929 showed a constant shrinkage in the number of new plates being made
for the ordinary designs.
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The complaint made against the perf 10 stamps in the previous issne was
that the stamps were difficult to separate and this was also leveled against these
rotary perf 10 stamps. The type of perforatine machines used at the Bureau
for the rotary press stamps had made it essential that the large 10 gauge perf
be used to prevent the sheets from tearing apart in the machines. In the latter
part of 1926 the Bureau completed work on a new machine that made it possible
to inerease the number of perforations and this was noted in the Report of the
Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing for the fiscal year of 1927,
as follows:

“After a number of experiments with the large perforators with the idea of
developing a style of perforation that would increase the ease with which individual
stamps can be separated from the sheet. a new type perforating bar and wheel were
designed. This change increased the perforated space between the stamps, result-
ing in its being easier to separate the stamps from the sheet. The first delivery of
work with this new perforation was made in December 1926. At the present time
all large perforators for perforating 360 subjects and 400 subject work are equipped
with the new style bar and wheel.”

The new machine perforated 11 horizontally and 10%% vertically. The first
value to be issued in this way was the two cent, which appeared on December
10, 1926, really being in the nature of a trial to determine the suitability of this
new perforation before being applied to higher values. Tt met with complete
satisfaction and all rotary press sheet stamps were thereafter to be perforated hy
this new method. The last old machine was changed to the new type May 28,
1927, and by the end of July of that year all values of rotary press sheet stamps
had appeared perforated 11x101%5.

The report quoted above included 360 subject sheets. These, of course,
were for booklets, it having been discovered that a saving could be made by
printing them on rotary rather than flat plate presses. Two cent hooklets from
the rotary press were first issued perf 10, after the introduetion of the new de-
viece both the one and two cent values were issned with the new perf. Inter-
esting experiments in plate set-up were made for the perf 10 two cent booklets
and are fully described under the proper heading.

When the one and two cent rotary sheet stamps were first issued the verti-
cal eenter margins between the panes were divided by a series of short horizontal
lines which divided the length of the full sheet into twenty rows. These were
used as perforating guide lines although they did not fall in the proper place
except between the fifth and sixth rows of each pane. When the sheets were
cut into post office panes these lines appeared as hyphens on the margin fur-
thest from the plate numbers. On later plates of these numbers and on all
higher denominations a new type of marginal marking was nsed.

Instead of guide lines, like the flat bed plates, the later rotary sheets were
marked with two quarter inch lines at the sheet center forming a eross and
three-sixteenth inch lines at the four eenter points near the outside margin and
four plate numbers were placed on the side margin, one in each corner, adjacent
to the first row of stamps from the top or bottom. When the rotary sheets of
four hundred were bundled together preparatory to ecutting into post office
panes an oceasional sheet might become folded twice along the perforation thus
causing the center or arrow gutter to be several inches out of place, when this
oceurred blocks could be found with either the horizontal or vertical margin
between stamps thus giving philatelists a variety as scarce as the ““imperf be-
tween’’ both, however, being purely mechanical errors,

Although the early gum breaker roll device made by Benjamin Stickney
had partially overcome the tendeney of sheets to curl the results were not entire-
ly satisfactory and the Bureanu’s mechanical department continued making
further experiments. The Report of the Director of the Bureau for 1928 called
attention to these, as follows:
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“During the early part of the year experiments were conducted in the rotary
perforating section with the intention of perfecting a breaker roller that would
sufficiently break the gum and prevent curling after leaving a series of breaker
marks on the gummed side of the sheet. The old breaker developed a sheet that
contained four or five prominent breaker marks on the gummed side of the stamp,
giving it a corrugated appearance. The present and accepted type of breaker which
was decided upon after a number of experiments is so constructed as to produce a
sheet that has only one breaker on the gummed side of the stamp. It has been
found that with but one mark the sheets will be flat and will not curl. The first
breaker of this new type was put into operation in March and stamps produced from
machines with this attachment were sent to certain large cities to compare their
practical adaptability with other stamps having four or five breaker marks on the
gummed side.”

This new method was found to be quite satisfactory and was adopted. Aside
from historical interest the breaker voll experiments were of little importance
to collectors as they had no effect on the design, the corrugated appearance was
not permanent nor did it affeet the paper, being entirely a gumming device.
Other experiments were made in the method of applying the gum in an en-
deavor to overcome curling, but we do not believe them to he of sufficient phila-
telic importance to be worthy of a variety classification of rotary press stamps.
It is our belief that a philatelic variety to be recognized as such must be con-
stant in used copies as well as in those known as “Mint—0. G."’

On Deeember 1, 1927 the Government issued a new type of coil which was
of interest to philatelists only because it did away with private perfs. These
contained 3,000 subjects and were rolled with the eummed side out, thus per-
mitting their use on the machines which had heretofore required privately perf-
orated coils. The stamps from these coils were the same as those of the smaller
rolls, and the discontinunanee of impert sheets is noted in the Report of the Post-
master General for the fiseal vear of 1928, The part appertaining to this is as
follows :

“The issuance of the larger size coils has enabled the Department to discon-
tinue the distribution of unperforated sheets of stamps formerly required by the
manufacturers who prepared special coils for use in their machines.”

This put an end to imperf sheets that had been regularly issued for twenty
vears expressly for the use of manufacturers of private coils. General use of
these private coils had been declining and at this period only one firm still re-
quired the imperforate sheets, thus with the adoption of the new coil imperf
stamps as well as the private perf coils became a thing of the past.

The introduction of rotary press stamps for issue in sheet form necessitated
various experiments in the paper used, as well as in the perforations and method
of applying the gum. The early printings were on a slightly heavier paper
than had been nsed for flat plate stamps. In the latter part of 1926 a thinner
paper was used, more like the flat plate paper, and 1928 saw the adoption of a
softer and more absorbent paper on which the ink dried more quickly, and gave
the gum a better hold, We do not believe that any of the above variations are
of sufficient importance to be worthy of listing as paper varieties, but mention
is made of the changes asg numerons articles have appeared in the philatelie
press which may later be the cause of the discovery of ‘‘scarce paper varieties,”
furthermore as the specifications called for paper of a thickness of .0029 inch to
0033 inch, which was not always adhered to, there is just as much likelihood
that these unintentional variations are likely to be confused with the above
nofed experimental changes,

There is one type of variations whieh has been generally attributed to the
paper used. Several values of flat plate stamps were found in which there was
a decided difference in the size of the stamp. Those that had the subjeet vertical
were not as tall as the ordinary ones and were somewhat wider giving the design
rather a ‘‘squat’’ appearance and on the horizontal designs the inerease was in
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the width and the reduction was in the height. This gave rise to the helief that
there were new master dies having different dimensions. The difference being
more apparent in blocks it was also felt by some to be due to a difference in
plate set-up. According to A. W. Hall, Director of the Burean of Engraving
and Printing, this was entirely due to the fact that the Bureau was printing
flat bed stamps with the grain of the paper running in either direction. It will
be remembered that in the star plates of the 1908 issue the increase in spacing
between stamps was only in the vertical gutters as this was the direction of the
greatest amount of shrinkage. Feeding paper to the press with the grain of the
paper changed would therefore cause the dirvection of the shrinkage to he in the
opposite way from the ordinary set up and cause the stamps to be shorter, while
the absence of shrinkage in the horizontal direction would mean that the stamps
would become wider,

The issue is also famous for the great lack of uniformity in the shades of
the various values. This was pariicularly apparent on the eleven cent stamp,
the variations being not only in the shades but actually in the color, when first
issued it appeared in a peacock blue and all imaginable variations of this are
known to exist, and in 1929 the stamp was issued in a decided green. This value
has been the subject of much comment in the philatelic press but there were
other values almost as bad. In 1930 these color variations beeame so marked
that it was reported a postal inspeetor wished to arrest an individual whom he
claimed was using ““washed’’ nine cent stamps. But upon convineing the au-
thorities that this supply came from the post office in a ““washed out’ pink,
instructions were issued to the Bureau to return to the original color. Change
of eolors in used stamps, however, have also been found to be due to certain
chemical used on mail bags to prevent mildew,

In February 1929 the Department announced that they had authorized the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing to overprint rotary press stamps for use in
Kansas and Nebraska. This move had been under consideration for some time
in an effort to prevent the sale of stamps stolen in one State and selling them in
another. Kansas and Nebraska were selected as trial States because the in-
spector who suggested the overprinting was in charge of the inspectors for these
two States and the trial was made under his supervision. Tt was the Depart-
ment’s plan that if this proved successful it would be extended to other State.
The first shipment of these stamps was made about April 13, the first covers
being dated April 15. These were put on sale at the Ageney May 1. The official
notiee follows:

SPECIAL ISSUE OF STATE OVERPRINTED STAMPS.

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, April 8, 1929,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that arrangements
have been completed to begin the issuance of special overprinted postage stamps in
sheet form in denominations of 1 to 10 cents, inclusive, to post offices in Kansas and
Nebraska, for placing on sale to the public. So far as practicable, all requisitions
for these denominations now on hand in the department from direet-accounting
postmasters will be filled with the overprinted stamps. The surcharge, represent-
ing the respective State abbreviations, will appear in black ink across the lower half
of the stamps.

The overprinted-style stamps will be issued to all post offices in the above-
named States with the exception of Kansas City, Topeka, and Wichita, Kans., Omaha
and Lincoln, Nebr., where ordinary postage stamps will be continued on sale for
local use.

Postmasters at direct-accounting post offices in the above-named States, with
the exception of Kansas City and Wichita, Kans., and Lincoln, Nebr., are directed to
submit a speecial requisition promptly to the department for such quantities of over-
printed sheet stamps in denominations of 1 to 10 cents, inclusive, as will be re-
quired for a year's supply, making due allowance for any pending requisition that
will be filled with surcharged stamps.
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District post offices in Kansas and Nebraska will be supplied with surcharged
stamps from their respective central accounting office in the filling of requisitions as
soon as the stock is available,

Until otherwise directed the following general rules will govern the sale and
use of the State surcharged stamps:

1. The stamps will be placed on sale only at post offices within the respective
States, but they will be valid for postage purposes at all post offices now using ordi-
nary United States stamps.

2. The supplies of ordinary unsurcharged stamps remaining on hand in post
offices in the above-named States will continue to be used until exhausted. No of-
fieial first date of sale will be designated for any post office supplied with the sur-
charged stamps.

3. Postmasters at offices supplied with special surcharged stamps will not
accept mail orders for such stamps from outside the State except as may be specifical-
Iy authorized by the department when needed for use on advertising matier that is
to be sent to post offices in Kansas and Nebraska for mailing.

4. Tor the benefit of stamp collectors the State surcharged stamps will be
placed on sale in the Philatelic Agenecy on May 1, 1929. Owing to the large num-
ber of denominations of surcharged stamps, the agency will be unable to accept first
day covers from collectors for stamping and mailing on May 1.

5. 'The filling of orders will be greatly facilitated if collectors will eliminate
other varieties of stamps from their first orders for State surcharged stamps. All
orders will be filled in regular turn of receipt.

While every reasonable effort will be made in the agency to fill orders with well
centered stock, the limited guantities of the State surcharged stamps printed will
prevent as close selection being made as is possible with ordinary stamps.

R. 8. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Although the Department notified Postmasters that these were valid any-
where there were numerous complaints that they were not accepted in payment
of postage. This among other reasons caused the idea to be abandoned and no
other State had sueh issues. These not being commemoratives but a variety of
this series we have treated these stamps as a variety of each design of this issue.

In May 1929 the Postmaster General in a radio address over the National
Broadeasting System announced that the Department contemplated issuing a
new series of postage stamps and invited suggestions from the publie, but aside
from this announcement little further was done until late in 1933.

In 1930, however, the designs of two of the current issue were changed. On
June 4, 1930 a new four cent stamp was issued bearing a portrait of former
President William Howard Taft, this replaced the then current issue of the same
denomination bearing a portrait of Martha Washington. This was printed in
the same brown as the other and the same frame common to the other low values
was used. The official notice follows:

NEW 4-CENT ORDINARY POSTAGE STAMP, PORTRAIT OF TAFT,
ISSUE OF 1930,

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
Washington, May 19, 1930.

Postmasters and postal employees are notified that the department is about to
issue a new 4-cent ordinary postage stamp bearing the portrait of former President
William Howard Taft. This stamp will replace the current stamp of the same de-
nomination bearing the portrait of Martha Washington.

No change has been made in the present border design nor the color of ink,
which will be brown. The central design is a portrait of the former President, with
an open background. The name “Taft’ appears on a ribbon secroll directly beneath
the portrait.

The new stamp will first be placed on sale June 4, 1930, at Cincinnati, Ohio,
and for the benefit of stamp collectors the stamp will be placed on sale at the Phila-
telic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, June 5, 1930. The Phila-
telic Agency, however, will not handle first-day covers.

Direct and central accounting postmasters will be furnished the new 4-cent
stamps on regular quarterly requisitions after Jume 5, 1930. Special requisitions
for the new 4-cent stamp should be avoided so far as practicable.
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Stamp collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the new 4-cent stamp may
send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed 25, to the postmaster at
Cincinnati, Ohio, with a cash or postal money-order remittance to cover the value
of the stamps required for affixing. Covers will he accepted from bona fide sub-
scribers only and each cover must he properly and legibly addressed; covers bear-
ing pencil addresses will not be accepted. Neither can compliance be made with
unusual requests, such as for the affixing of stamps bearing plate numbers, or the
irregular placing of stamps on covers, ete. The stamping of first-days covers is a
courtesy extended to collectors without cost in a spirit of departmental cooperation.
Therefore the postmaster at Cincinnati will return all irregular requests unfilled.

F. A, TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General,

On December 1 a new design of the one and one-half cent stamp was issued
bearing a front view portrait of Harding, the frame being changed to make it
uniform with the balance of the values below the fourteen cent. The official
notice follows :

CHANGE IN DESIGN OF 11 -CENT POSTAGE STAMP, PORTRAIT OF HARDING,

Third Assistant Postmaster General,
‘Washington, Nov. 17, 1930.

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the depart-
ment is about to issue a redesigned Harding postage stamp bearing the full-face
likeness of the late President in lieu of the profile view now appearing on the cur-
rent issue of 11s-cent stamps. The border design of the new stamp has also been
changed to agree with the stamps of the regular issue, series of 1922-23. The new
stamp will be of the same size as the regular issue and printed in brown ink,

The 13-cent stamp has been reengraved in order to provide a more satisfac-
tory likeness of late President Harding than that used on the present issue, against
which some criticism has been directed, and to have the stamp conform in general
style and quality of workmanship with the other stamps of the presidential series.

The new 13 -cent Harding stamp will be first placed on sale, in sheets and side-
wise coils, at the post office in Marion, Ohio, on Dec. 1, 1930, and distribution there-
of will be made to other post offices on regular requisition as soon as the depart-
ment’s stocks of 134-cent stamps in sheets and coils of the present style are exhaust-
ed. So far as practicable postmasters should refrain from submitting requisitions
for the new 1%%-cent Harding stamp until an additional supply of stamps in this de-
nomination is needed.

Stamp collectors desiring first-day canceilations of the new 11 -cent stamp
may send a limited number of addressed covers, not to exceed 25, to the postmaster
at Marion, Ohio, with a cash or postal money-order remittance to cover the value of
the stamp required for affixing. Covers will be accepted from bona fide subsecribers
only and each cover must be properly and legibly addressed; covers bearing pencil
addresses will not be accepted. Neither can compliance be made with unusual re-
quests, such as for the aflixing of stamps bearing plate numbers, or the irregular
placing of stamps on covers, etc. The stamping of first-day covers is a courtesy
extended to collectors without cost in a spirit of departmental cooperation. There-
fore, the postmaster at Marion will return all irregular requests unfilled.

For the benefit of collectors the new 11%-cent Harding stamp, in sheets and
coils, will be placed on sale at the Philatelic Agenecy, Division of Stamps, Post Office
Department, on Dec. 2, 1930, but the agency will not be authorized to handle first-
day covers,

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

By 1931 the work turned out by the Rotary Press was on an average better
than that of the flat bed presses. This fact coupled with lower cost of the work
caused the Post Office Department to order all values up to and including the
fifty cent denomination to be printed on the rotary press for the new fiscal year
beginning July 1, 1931. These were to be issued as soon as the stock on hand
was depleted. The first of these were issued July 25th and before the middle of
September all had appeared. Contrary to the usual policy no public notice
was made about first day sales and some early covers will be extremely scarce,
The Bureau did not consider this as a new issue. Because of the dimensions of
the stamps these high value rotaries are divided into two groups of perforations,
the eleven to fifteen cent were perforated 11x101% as were the lower values. The
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seventeen eent and higher values were curved sidewise and going through the
perforating machine in this manner they were perforated 1014x11, the higher
perforation still being on the shorter side.

In 1932, during the year of the George Washington Bicentennial Celebra-
tion, the postage rate on first elass mail was raised to three cents and a new
stamp was issued for this value portraying Washington, and no additional print-
ings were made of the Lincoln stamp. As the one hundred and twenty-fifth
anniversary of Lincoln’s birth approached the Lineoln stamps had become en-
tirely depleted. There was an insistent demand for this stamp and it was re-
issned February 7, 1934, These differ but slightly in eolor and can only be
identified by the plate numbers. The re-issne was officially announced as fol-
lows:

THREE-CENT STAMPS, LINCOLN DESIGN.
Third Asst. Postmaster Genl.
Washington, January 20, 1934.

Postmasters are hereby notified that additional printing has been made of 3-
cent Linecoln stamps in accordance with the design provided in the 1922-23 series,
the distribution of whiech was suspended when the Washington design stamp of this
denomination was made available in July 1932, to conform to the new letter rate
of postage.

The new supply of this stamp has been provided especially to meet the public
demand for mailing purposes in connection with the 125th anniversary of Abraham
Lincoln's birth, which oceurs on February 12 of this year,

Therefore, postmasters at direct and central-accounting post offices may submit
requigition to the Department for a limited supply of 3-cent Lincoln stamps. To
facilitate shipment separate blank, Form 3201, indorsed “Lincoln issue,” excluding
other stamp items, should be used.

District postmasters may obtain needed supplies of this stamp by requisitions on
the central accounting postmaster,

C. B. EILENBERGER,
Third Asst. Postmaster General.”

We have followed the same procedure in the treatment of the various stamps
of this issue as in the previous chapters, as we believe that the grouping of each
value permits simpler study than the usual catalogue method of listing.

We have illustrated the major plate varieties of the various stamps in this
series and have listed the known worthwhile varieties. Beeause of the increased
life of the plates there were many minor defeets found on later printings and we
have listed only those worthy of attention. The drawings in this series were
made by Walter A. Stevens.

These stamps still being in use at the time this is being written, Mareh
1935, the list of plates used can neither be complete or entirely correet. Some
of the plates listed as ““used’ for the rotary press stamps may not go to press
or be finished if the administration decides to replace these stamps. Such addi-
tions and corrections will be incorporated in the addenda.

In 1933 the Bureau began a series of experiments with two cent plates to
improve the perforations on rotary press stamps by use of the photo clectrie
cell or Electric Eye to control the perforating wheels. These plates had heavy
vertical dashes 14 of an inch long, spaced 14 of an ineh apart in the center of
the entire length of the vertical entter. A similar dash is in the outside margin
at the right end of the horizontal gutter. The plate numbers were at the sides
opposite the third stamp from top and bottom of the sheet.

This experiment was quite successful and as the accumnlated sheets were
on the average centered far better than the normal produetion the Post Office
Department authorized the Bureau to use these for filling small unit orders for
two cent stamps. The first shipments were made early in 1935.
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NATHAN HALE

From the Statue by Bela Lyon Pratt.

THE HALF CENT STAMPS GROUPED

#551-—gne Half Cent, Olive brown, portrait of Nathan Hale. No Wmk.
erf. 11,

Issued April 4, 1925,

This new value was issued to meet the needs of new rates of postage which
were to become effective April 15, 1925, as deseribed by the Postal Service Act
approved February 28, 1925, 1t was to be used in conjunction with the exist-
ing private and Post Office stocks of one cent stamps and stamped envelopes to
cover the inereased rate on third class matter to one and one-half eents per onnce
or fraction thereof, and was used in quantity mainly with a one cent stamp on
cireulars of one ounce or less, but also for higher fractional rates.

The selection of Nathan Iale as a subjeet was prompted by a campaign
waged by Yale graduates under the leadership of George Dudley Seymour of
New Haven, to honor their great hero of colonial days. Mr. Seymour supplied
the photograph (illustrated) to the Post Office Department to be used for the
vignette. They made an appeal to both the President and the Postmaster Gen-
eral to perpetuate the fame of Hale in this way in recognition of the approaching
one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of his death and on March 10, 1925 the
Post Office Department duly announced that the new one-half cent stamp design
being prepared would bear the portrait of Nathan Hale. These were first put
on sale at the Philatelic Ageney at Washington, D. (., and at New Iaven, Conn.,
the former home of Hale, on April 4, 1925,

The head of Hale, from the statue by Bela Lyon Pratt at New Haven, is
within an oval and partly enclosed in a panel which is supported on either side
by acanthus serolls, Above the portrait, in a curved line, appear the words
““United States Postage’” in white Roman letters. On a ribbon below the oval
is the name “‘Nathan Ilale,”” this being the only male subject whose name ap-
pears in full on the stamp. Across the bottom of the stamp is the word ““Cent”
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and white numerals on a dark background appear in both lower eorners. A
cross line border with small triangular ornaments in both upper corners com-
plete the rather erude design. The stamp was designed by (. A. Huston and
engraved by Messrs. J. Eissler, E. M. Weeks and 1. M. Iall, of the Bureau.

This stamp was current for a longer period than any of the other values
below the ten cent, through not being issued perf 10 on the rotary press. When
the existing publie stock of one cent stamps became exhausted there was little
demand for this new value and it was not printed from the rotary press until
May 1929, more than four years after issue, and none at all were issued by the
Bureaun during two of these years. In spite of its short life it appeared in con-
siderable quantities and although listed by the Bureau as ‘‘sepia’’ it is found
in various shades of olive brown.

All plates used for this issne had the wide gauge spacing which was then
being used on some of the other values (star plates) to overcome waste in perfo-
rating due fo paper shrinkage.

Shades: Pale olive brown, olive brown, dark olive brown.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks

b: Cracked plate

On plate 17047 there is a vertical crack that runs from the upper
right pane in the seventh vertical row. This starts along the
right frame line of stamp 77 U R continues along the right frame
line of 87 and part of the way along 97 then gradunally slants to
right and finally disappears between the seventh and eighth stamp
of the first row of the lower pane. (Illustrated.)

77 78
87 88
Cracked Plate
17047 UR, L. R.
\
a7 a8

CENTER LINE

c: Broken relief

There is also a minor transfer roll variety on plate #17041. The
first five vertical rows show a white spot on the upper right center
of the left fraction bar. (Illustrated.)
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Defective Entry
Broken Relief, 17054 LI 95,

d: Defective entry

On plate 17074, lower right 95, defective entry in lower right
corner, (Illustrated.)

Plates used: 17017—18, 19, 20, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 24, 35, 36, 37, 38, 30, 40, 41, 42,
43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 54, 55, 56, 57, 68, 71, 72,
73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86

Plates not used:
7053
17231—32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 59, 60,
61, 62

+653—One Half Cent, Olive brown. Portrait of Nathan Hale. Rotary
Press. Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued May 25, 1929,

The Bureau now recognized that a distinetive saving was being made in
printing precancelled stamps by the rotary press method and when early in 1929
a laree order was received from both New York and Chicago for precancelled
one-half cent stamps curved rotary-plates were prepared at once and the order
put in work. They appeared on May 25, 1929 uncancelled.

Shades: Olive brown, deep olive brown

19650 LR 92,

Spois on Chin. Recut.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: Plate flaw

19650 upper right #17. Gash in upper left corner.

19650 lower right #92 White spots on chin. (Illustrated.)

19651 lower right #21. Low spot on plate causing entire face
to appear extremely weak,

19652 lower left #72. Gashes on face to left of nose, mouth
and chin, (Illustrated.)

19653 upper right #3536, Gash in throat above TH of NATHAN.

(Illustrated.)
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Gash on Throat.

19653 lower left
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Recut.

Plate scratches as illustrated. First
stage shows scratch in first S of
STATES on #99. Second stage
scratch of 8 of STATES on # 99, also
series of seratches on bottom margin
and last five stamps on plate. Third
stage, serateh almost entirely burnish-
ed out except under #100 and in the
lower right corner of stamp 96.

FIRST STAGE

96 97 98 s 100
JOINT LINE |
1
SECOND STAGE
= o] [ === i o= o B e
i )./4-._ =5 | [PA== N
= 3 TN :
| A= 3
[} ) (== Fida]
| T4 1T
) | I s 2l
A% \ I,' x % \ i 2 4 \
_— |
1
THIRD STAGE
/s N
f 2
lh,
—_—
——

c:

Shifted transfer
19650 upper right #59,

Shifted transfer left inside frame line.
(IMMustrated.)
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d: Double transfer
19651 lower right #95. The most obvious part of this variety
is the weak face, caused by removal of
a previous entry. Upon closer inspec-
tion several additional lines may be
seen as illustrated, in the upper left
part of the design.

LG50 UR 59

Double Transfer
Shifted Transfer, 19651 LR 95,
e: Defective transfer

19652 upper left #98. The inside frame line in the upper left
hand ecorner has been largely mis-
placed. (Illustrated.)

Defective Transfer
19652 UL 95,

19652 LI 72

Gash in Face. Normal. itecut.

f: Re-cut

Inasmuch as curved rotary press plates cannot be re-entered, it
has been found necessary in removing several of the above
mentioned varieties to re-cut the design on various stamps.
These are as follows: 19652 lower right, illustrated; 19652
lower left # 72 illustrated: 19653 # 56 illustrated.
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Plates used: 19650—51, 52, 53
20370—71
20408—09
20922—23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29

Quantities of one-hdlf cent Hale, series of 1925, issued to Postmasters, as reported
by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing for the fiscal vears
ending June 30:

Precanceled
1925... .0 420,185,300
1926, .. . 191,030,383
3 L [ PSRN NONE
1928 e o NONE
1929 caves 15,353,900 9,730,000
5 H: b | NP ERIRERD 55,118,000 49,040,000
il ) PR 57,660,100 84,980,000
g1 S 20,811,900 61,960,000
1933...... 90,337,600 173,090,000
1934...... 135,148,600 16,940,000

NOTES
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ONE CENT STAMPS GROUPED

#552—O0ne Celnt, Green. Benjamin Franklin. Flat Plate. No Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued January 17, 1923,

Benjamin Franklin was continued as the subjeet for this denomination,
taken from Houdon’s portrait bust. It was engraved by L. S. Schofield, E. M.
Hall and J. Benzing, of the Burean, the frame design being by C. A. Huston,
who was also responsible for the designing of the other values of this series.
The vignette design surrounding is the same as described for the one-half cent
except that the numerals ““1°* and the name < FRANKLIN' are substituted for
“147 and “NATHAN HALE.”

This desien went to press Janunary 3, 1923, and the stamps first appeared
January 17th at both the Philadelphia and Washington Post Offices. This date
was the anniversary of the birth of Franklin, who being recognized as the
“Father of Thrift'” as well as having been the first Postmaster General of the
United States, it was considered a special tribute to **Thrift Week’ being ob-
served at that time.

Though the flat plate stamps of this denomination were the first to be re-
placed by the perforated 10 rotary press stamps they remained eurrvent for quite
some time as the distribution of the rotaries was at first quite limited. Though
out of issue for over eight years this issue is still fairly common and is obtain-
able in numerous shades of ereen. When the one and one-half eent rate on
cireulars went into effect certain post offices permitted the use of bisected one
cent stamps. Insofar as the Post Office Department was eoncerned these were
“unofficial”” and while of interest are of doubtful philatelie value.

Shades: Light bright green, bright green, bluish greem, dark bluish green, dark
Ereen,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Double Transfer.
#15585 L.L. 27. A major southeastern double showing in almost
the entire frame, (Illustrated.)
Sonthwestern Double showing around both nu-
merals, position unknown, {Illustrated.)

Double

Transfer

15585 F27 Southwestern Double
Lower Left Position Unknown

¢: Shifted Transfer. )

#14159 U.L. Shifted transfer on stamp # 6 shows in the lines
of the bust and the lower part of the vignette
frame line,

#15990 U.L. #7 shift as illustrated, smaller ones may also
be found on stamps 8-9 and 10.

Better class of shift shows in lines of bust,

letters “FRANKLIN" as illustrated, position un-
known.
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15080 UL #7 Better Type of Shift

d: Defective transfer.
Lower left corner is weak as illustrated, position unknown.

Defective Transfer,

Plates used:

14157—58, 59, 60, 91, 92, 93, 94

14215—16, 17, 18, 43, 44, 45, 46, 54, 55, 56, 57, 81, 83, 84

14975—76, 77, 78

15021—22, 23, 24, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76,
93, 94, 95, 96

15105—06, 07, 08, 33, 34, 35, 36, 43, 44, 45, 46, 59, 60, 61, 62, 85, 86, 87, 88

15215—16, 17, 18, 67, 68, 69, 70, 85, 86, 87, 88, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99

15300—01, 02, 03, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 28, 29, 30, 31,
32, 33, 34, 35, 42, 43, 44, 45, 58, 59, 60, 61, 66, 67, 68, 69, 72, 73, 74,
75, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 98, 99

15400—01, 08, 09, 10, 11, 20, 21, 22, 23, 29, 30, 21, 32, 37, 38, 39, 40, 53, 54,
55, 56, 89, 90, 91, 92

15584—85, 86, 87

15953—54, 55, 56, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94,
95, 96, 97, 98, 99

16000—01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 17, 18, 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27,
28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 41, 42, 43, 44, 49, 50, 51, 52,
55, 56, 57, 58, 61, 62

16556—57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 68, 69, 70, 71

Plates not used.
14282

16059—60
16554—55, 72, 73, T4, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91

#952—O0ne Cent, Green Booklet. Franklin. Flat Plate. No Wmk.
Perf, 11.

Issued August 11, 1923,

When the new designs, series of 1922 were first issued there was still a
considerable quantity of the old design one cent booklet sheets on hand at the
Burean. These were issued in conjunetion with the two cent stamps of this
series as late as the fiscal year ending June 30, 1924, and when the new booklets
finally appeared were not replaced until the latter part of 1927, the need for
this value being small after 1925. They were never issued from the rotary press
while the perforating wheels were set at 10 gauge.

These stamps were printed from 360 subjeet sheets as had all values since
1910. The sheets consisted of six rows of ten panes each. The plate numbers
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and arrows being cut off in all positions except above the fifth, sixth and seventh
panes made only the following positions available :

A—Ordinary pane.

B—Pane with half arrow line in margin, guide line at right.
C—Pane with half arrow line in margin, guide line at left.
D—Pane with plate number in margin.

H—Pane with vertical guide line at right.

I —Pane with vertical guide line at left.

J —Pane with horizontal guide line at bottom,

K—Pane with vertical guide line at right and line at bottom,
L—Pane with vertical guide line at left and line at bottom.
M-—Pane with horizontal guide line at top of margin.
N—Pane with vertical guide line at right and at top of margin.
O—Pane with vertical guide line at left and at top of margin.

On these plates A oeeurs thirty-one times; J and M oceur eight times each;
N and O each occur three times and the others each once.

The lack of demand for this demomination rvesulted in a much smaller
printing than for the previous design booklet perforated 11 and as a result a
smaller quantity was saved for colleetors and it is more desirable partienlarly
in positions that are found only onee on each sheet.

Shades: Green, deep green.

Varieties: Position varieties as mentioned ahove.
Plates used:

14221—22, 23, 24, 50, 51, 52, 53, 69, 70, 71, 72
15961—62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68

Plates not used:
16276—77, 78, 79
16310—11, 12, 13
16596—97, 98, 99
16604—05, 06, 07, 09, 10, 11, 12

#575—O0ne Cent, Green. Franklin. Flat Plate. No Wmk. Imperf.

Issued March 20, 1923,

The Department continued to issue imperf stamps, although but one manu-
facturer of private coils still continued in business, and most of these imperfs
were distributed throuel the Philatelic Ageney at Washington, thus permitting
a large supply to become available to collectors.

On December 1, 1927 the Post Office Department issued a 3,000 subject coil
which could be used on machines that formerly required private coils and this
made any further issuance of imperforate sheets unnecessary. Though tkis
faet received publieity in the philatelic journals little importance was attached
to it and seemingly no effort was made to obtain copies at the Agency while
still available at face.

There had been little call for this value especially after the introduetion of
the one and one-half eent rate for cireulars and most dealers and collectors were
not aware of the seemingly small amount of this denomination in circulation
until the early part of 1930. A few dealers and speculators realized the possi-
bility of the relative ‘“scareity’’ of this stamp, laid aside large quantities which
having been withdrawn from the market caused quite a furore, and as a conse-
quence the prices asked were much higher than the facts warranted.

Issued in a smaller quantity than most of its predecessors it should be
more desirable but not to the point where it is actually a scarce item. We have
been informed by F. A. Tilton, Third Assistant Postmaster General, in a letter
dated February 6, 1931, that 16,072,400 one cent stamps were issued imperfo-
rate and it may be assumed that most of these reached philatelie hands.

As in the previous imperforate issue this stamp was delivered to Postmast-
ers in 400 subject sheets, This allowed the usual position varieties found only
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in the ordinary imperforate sheets, With an exaggerated idea of its value
position varieties have been partieularly sought after. An interesting fact is
that these stamps were used in quantity by many dealers on their mail after
position and plate number blocks had been removed and it is quite evident that
many of the latter were saved, as many perhaps as the ordinary blocks, and
they should not therefore command any particular premium over the latter.
The private perforates in mint pairs are mueh seaveer than many of the earlier
ones as these were generally precancelled.

Shades: Green, deep green,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Position blocks,
1. Upper and lower, right and left arrow blocks.
2. Center line blocks.
¢: Shifted Transfer,

#14159 U.L. Shifted Transfer on stamp # 6 shows in the lines
of the bust and the lower part of the vignette frame
line.

d: Private perforated coils.
1. Schermack III.

Plates used:
14157—58, 59, 60
14245
15045
15106—46

15331—44, 66, 72, 98, 99
15400—32, 56, 89, 90
15954—91

16043—49, 50, 61, 62
16556—57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 68, 69

#597—One Cent, Green Coil. Franklin. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 10 Vertically. Coiled Sidewise.

Issued July 18, 1923,

As the supply of the sidewise coil of the previous design remaining on hand
at the Bureau was sufficient to last more than six months after the new series
one cent value had first been issued, this stamp did not appear until after the
beginning of the fiscal year of 1924 and it was almost six months later, January
7, 1924, that it was issned precancelled.

These sidewise coils were printed on the rotary press as had been the prae-
tice since 1916, although the first value, the two cent, was originally issued in
this type of printing as early as 1914. This type of issue was printed on 170
subject sheets, ten rows of 17 subjects, a pair of plates with one complete turn
of the press printing 340 stamps. These were printed in continuous rolls, per-
forated, eut and coiled into 500 and 1,000 subject lengths and so issued to
Postmasters. On December 1, 1927, a 3,000 subjeet coil was issued for use in
special vending and stamp affixing machines that had previously needed a
privately perforated coil.

This ended the need for the former variety of imperforate stamps and in-
ereased the demand for the government coils which since 1914 had been per-
forated 10.

Being printed from 170 subject plates a line is found after every seven-
teenth stamp. This is caused by ink filling the erevice formed by the junetion
of the two plates used on a rotary press, it is often blurred and oceasionally
indistinet. There are no constantly recurring ‘‘paste-ups’ those that are found
are the result of breaks in the coiling or the joining of the ends of the rolls
of stamps in the making of coils.
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The paste-ups may be divided into two groups, one using eraft paper and
the other white paper. As a general rule the craft paper is used in joining
together the ends of rolls of coil stamps in sheets to make up the necessary units
of 500, 1,000 or 3,000 subjects. The white paper “‘paste-up’” is used for mend-
ing a break of a single row in the coiling machine or when defective stamps
are removed from a coil and replaced with satisfactory copies. These defective
copies are removed after the coiling has been completed. These ‘‘paste-up”
strips are prepared in advance and being of necessity perforated on the flat plate
machines are perf 11,

As noted under No. 578, these stamps were originally printed from plates
having a star and plate number over the first stamp. Just prior fo the discon-
tinuanee of the use of coil waste for issuance in sheet form the request for
additional plate numbers at the bottom of the coil plates was granted. The
first plate bearing two numbers was No. 197566 made for this stamp, the second
number being below stamp No. 170, the last one on the plate. All later plates
of this value had the second plate number although ‘‘coil waste’ was no longer
being issued in sheet form.

In the coiling machine these numbers are generally cut off but occasional
copies may be found which having been cut off' center show part of the number.
The top number is always above the stamp to the right of joint line while the
bottom number from the later plates is always below the stamp to the left of the
joint line,

Shades: Br_ight vellowish green, green, dull greyish green, deep greyish green, deep
bright green, deep bluish green, blue green, deep blue green,

Varieties: a: Ordinary pair.
b: Line pair,
c¢: Paste up pairs.
1. White paper.
2. Craft paper.
: Plate number above or below stamp.
Double Transfer. Doubled to the northeast. (Illustrated.)
Twisted Double Transfer. Doubled upward and to the right. (Illus-
trated.)

lpciel =1

SIDEWIDE COIL N 397

Position
Unknown

DOTTED LINES 3HOW ORIGIMAL POSITION
OF TRANIFCR DIE BEFORE ERASURE~

Double Transfer Twisted Double
g: Relief Break.

This shows in the upper part of the left inside frame line and in
the upper right corner. (Illustrated.)
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Broken Relief

Plates used: Number and star at top only:
14563—64, 73, 74, 88, 89, 90, 91
14600—01, 18, 19, 32, 33, 40, 41, 48, 49, b4, b5, 60, 61

15290—91
15304—22, 23, 40, 41, 70, 71
15428

15676—77, 78, 79

15704—05, 06, 07, 20, 21, 22, 23, 40, 41, 42, 43, T4, 75, 76, 77T
15808-—09, 10, 11

15973—75, 76

16015—16, 21, 22, 39, 53, 54, 63, 64, T4, 81, 82

16109—10
16777—79, 80
16827

19356

19581—82, 83, 84

Star and number above #1 and number below #170:
19756—b7, 58, 59
19860—+61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 68, 69, 70, T1
20043—44, 45, 46, b1, 52, 73, 74, 93, 94
20102—03, 08, 09, 12, 13

Plates not used:
15305
15974
16040—73
16788

#578—One Cent, Green. Franklin. Rotary Press Coil Waste.
No Wmk. Perf. 11 by 10.

Issued October 19, 1923,

This variety is similar to No. 538 of the series of 1908-21 and is again the
result of Burean economy. They were made from sheets of 170 subjects which
had been prepared for sidewise rotary press coils but due to ‘‘short lengths”
and imperfect sheets these had been set aside as ‘“waste.”” They had received
the vertical 10 gauge perforations as part of the long roll.

This ““waste’” was reclaimed and issued in sheet form by perforating hori-
zontally on the flat plate machines then set at 11 gange.

The stamps were placed on sale in New York in sheets of 70 and 100 sub-
Jeets.  As most collectors did not realize their existence they were almost en-
tirely overlooked and a comparatively small number were saved for philatelists.

As in the previous coil waste a star and plate number appeared on the top
margin, over the first stamp, but only on the full 170 subject sheets. Some of
this coil waste was so badly eut that the plate numbers at the top were fre-
quently missing, the Bureau at the request of A. E. Owen, on behalf of plate
number collectors, placed additional plate numbers at the bottom. These, how-
ever, were added just prior to the discontinuance of the issuing of coil waste and
it is unlikely that any bottom plate numbers exist.

Though of more recent issue than the earlier 11 x 10 coil waste of the
previous design this variety is much more desirable. Being much scarcer than
the ordinary 11 x 1014 which was issued at a later date collectors should be
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careful in measuring the perforations and the size of the design as this stamp
having been placed sidewise on the curved plate is wider whereas the latter issue
is longer though the same width as the flat plate stamp.

Shades: Green,

Varieties: Plate number block showing star and number.

Plates nsed:
14563—64, 73, 74, 88, 89, 80, 91
14600—01, 18, 19, 33

15290—91
15323—70
15428
15721—23, 43
15810

#581—One Cent, Green. Franklin. Rotary Press. No Wmk. Perf. 10.
Issued October 17, 1923,

On April 21, 1923, the Bureau issued the one cent stamp of the series of
1922 in sheets from the rotary press, these were all precancelled. They were the
first rotary press sheet stamps in this series so issued.

The rotary press stamps having been made especially for use in conjunction
with a precancelling device which was attached to the press, they were found
to be less expensive to print than those from flat plates and it was decided to
produce ordinary stamps by this method. Such stamps perforated 10 horizon-
tally and vertically were first placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency, Washing-
ton, D. C., on October 17, 1923, for the benefit of collectors, but it was quite
some months later before it was deecided to use this form of issue for general
distribution

They remained in general nuse for almost four years and are found in a
wide range of shades. The early printings were greyish green while the later
copies were much brighter. This difference in color is partially due to the slight
changes in the paper as well as to the mixture of ink at the BDureau.

They were printed in 400 subject sheets consisting of four panes of 100,
each pane entirely surrounded by margins. Where the two enrved plates met
on the rotary press bed a crevice was formed which when inked appeared in the
margin at the top or bottom of the sheet. There arve therefore no position
varieties of this stamp. The plate numbers were at the side only and appear in
the upper and lower outside corners of the sheet, one to each pane.

There were two types of marginal markings used on these stamps. When
first issued there was a series of horizontal guide lines in the vertical gutter
between the right and left panes, these were intended as perforation guides and
were divided in units of 20 from the top of the full sheet to the bottom. These
did not fall exactly in the gutter between the vertical rows except between the
Afth and sixth rows of the upper and lower panes, it being intended that this
would allow correction on each pane as the stamps were being perforated. These
were known as the Type A marginal markings and were used only on the earlier
plates and with but one exception only on the perforated 10 one cent and two
cents plates. One plate, however, was not used for these stamps and was put
to press later on after the perforation had changed. The printings from the
earlier printings as issued show horizontal hyphens along the inside margins of
the sheets. They are, of course, of interest to specialists.

The later group of plates listed as Type B marginal markings did not show
this type of layout but had instead cutting guides at the extreme ends of the
horizontal and vertical gutters. In the center of the plate was a quarter inch
eross whieh matched exactly with the three-sixteenth inch lines placed near the



34 Uxtrep States Posrtacr Staves or THE 20mH CENTURY

outside edges of the sheets. These were used as guides in entting the full sheets
into 100 subject panes,

In March 1924 twenty copies of this stamp were found on double paper,
precancelled Philadelphia, Pa. This variety was caused by the pasting together
of the large roll of paper used on the rotary press. In this case the block found,
from Plate No. 14371, had the double paper covering the two upper horizontal
rows in the sheet in addition to a portion of the third row. There must have
been another similar strip on the other pane but these were no doubt used and
lost to collectors.

There were no booklets of this value made on the rotary press while the
perforating machines were still set at the ten gauge though it has been listed un-
priced by some catalogers. As late as September 1926 one of the philatelic
papers mentioned “*The one cent rotary press booklet may be shortly expected’”
but it was not until all perforating machines for rotary press sheet stamps had
been changed to the new gauge that one cent booklets were made from curved
plates. The ten perf rotary press one cent hooklet does not exist.

Shades: Greyish green, dark greyish green, dull bluish green, bluish green, yvellow-
ish green, bright yellowish green, deep yellowish green.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,

b: Double paper, precancelled Phila, Pa.

¢: Inside marginal blocks showing horizontal markings.

d: Defective transfer recut.
A horizontal pair was found by C. S. Johnson on a cover that show-
ed the left side of the left stamp to have been quite heavily reeut at
the left. In the same correspondence a vertical pair was found
showing a defective transfer at the right of both stamps which had
also been recut and it can safely be assumed that all three stamps
were adjacent to each other. This is one of the finest type of plate
variety in this value. (Illustrated.)

Defective
Transfer
Recut
Position
Unknown

Plates used:
Type A Marginal markings:

14205—06
14348—49, 70, 71, 82, 83, 94, 95
14527—28

14624—25, 30, 31, 42, 43, 51, 52, 53, 62, 63
14960—61, 81, 82
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155648—49
15662—53, 55
15944—45, 59, 60

Plates not used:

14650
15654

Type B Marginal markings:
15950—51, 57, 68, 77, T8

16173—74, 91, 92
16201—02, 09, 10
16751—52
16811—12

18730—31, 32

Note: Some of the early plate numbers are only known precancelled.

#594 One Cent, Green. Franklin. Rotary Press Coil Waste.
No Wmk. Perf. 11,

Issued May —, 1924,

There is no accurate issue record of this stamp as its existence was not
known until almost two vears after the approximate date of issue, when this
variety was discovered by a eolleetor who elaimed to have had a copy in his
collection ““for about one year.”” Upon investigation it was discovered that in
May 1924 the Bureau used some unperforated coil waste made from sidewise
rotary press sheets and had put these through the flat plate perforating ma-
chines, hence these appeared perforated 11 both horizontally and vertically.
As there was no knowledge of this stamp having been issued and sinee the perto-
rations were the same as the ordinary stamp they were entirely overlooked, the
only copies known to have been saved were aceidental rather than intentional.

This variety was never delivered to the Philatelic Ageney, all copies were
sent out with the regular stoek of one eent stamps, almost all known copies have
been found from mail originating in New York City. 1t has been said that only
one copy in mint condition is known and only about thirty used copies have been
found to date though the Bureau stated that about 10,000 of the stamps were
issued.

Having been eurved sidewise on the plates this stamp is wider than the flat
plate stamps—1914—20mm instead of 18%4—19mm, though it is the same
height., 1t is identical in size of design with the sidewise coil No. 597 and in
overall size of two cent No. 595 which is also the perforated 11 eoil waste.

This is the searcest non-error United States stamp of the twentieth century
and should only be bought from reliable sources. In 1934 eighteen copies of
this stamp were discovered by Ernest 1. Fairbanks on some covers which had
been mailed by him on October 4, 1924, from Madison Square Station Post
Office in New York City. These covers had been returned to him as undeliver-
able for various reasons, This has to date been the only important find of these
stamps. Although no mint copies have been found there is always a possibility
that some collector of shades may have a bloek of this rarity among his perf.
11 flat plate stamps. Being coil waste correct ecentering should not be expeeted.

Shade: Deep grey green.

Plates used: The scarcity of this variety prevents any possibility of securing infor-
mation of this kind, no plate number copies or blocks being known to
be in existence,
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#604—One Cent, Green, Coil. Franklin, Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 10 Horizontally. Coiled Endwise.

Issued July 19, 1924,

In the earlier coils this endwise variety was generally in greater demand
and therefore had always appeared earlier than the sidewise. Buf in later years
most of the vending and affixing machines were made for the sidewise coils and
the demand for the endwise was practically nil.  As a result this stamp was not
issued until one year after the other and then sold only at the Philatelic Agency.
Later on they were generally distributed to Post Offices as their supply of the
previous design became exhansted.

This stamp was also printed on the rotary press but in 150 subject sheets,
ten rows wide by 15 rows high. As one complete turn of the press printed 300
stamps, (10 x 30) the “‘joint’’ line appeared onee every fifteen stamps. Being
placed endwise on the rotary press the designs are 23mm high instead of the
usual 22V4mm and the same width 18%%—19mm as the flat plate impressions.
The “*paste-ups’™ are as infrequent as in the sidewise coils and are caused in the
same way,

Although the coil waste from endwise coil plates were never issued in sheet
form the decision to place a second plate number on the other margin of the coil
plates also included the later plates for this stamp. On the early plates the
star and number was next to stamp 141, i. e. in the lower left corner of the
plate. When a second plate number was added it was placed in the upper right
corner, adjacent to No. 10,

Shades: Green, bright yellow green, bright green, dull greyish green, deep greyish
green, deep green,
Varieties: a: Ordinary pair.
b: Line pair.
c¢: Paste up pair,
1. White paper.
2. Kraft paper.
d: Plate number at right or left.
e: Curving crack. This shows in the gutter adjacent to the joint line.

Plates used: Number and star LI only,
15179—80
15239—40

Number and star LL & number UR,
20355—56, 57, 58, 72, 73, 74, 75

Plates not used:
15241—42

#632—One Cent, Green. Franklin. Rotary Press. No Wmk. Perf.
11x10%5.

Issued June 10, 1927,

?

In 1915 the complaint that the ‘‘perforated ten’’ stamps were difficult to
separate caused an experimental issue of two eents stamps with a new type 11
gauge perforation. This having proven satisfactory was soon thereafter used
for all flat plate stamps. The use of ten gauge perforation on the rotary press
printing, however, was necessary because the method used needed sufficient
uncut space to prevent the sheets from tearing apart in the perforating process.
The introduetion of rotary press sheet stamps for general use again caused this
complaint and it necessitated the development of the bar and wheel type of
perforator which made it possible to decrease the amount of unecut space between
the stamps and increase the ease with which they could be separated.
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In December 1926 the two cent stamps were issued with this new form of
perforation as an experiment. Having proved successful other values were
issued from the new perforators as soon as the supply at the Burean became
exhausted. This value was not in great demand at this time and not issued in
the new type of perforation until June 10, 1927,

On this machine the horizontal perforations were inereased to eleven while
the vertical perforations were only inereased one half in each Zem giving a com-
pound perforation 11 x 101%4. There was no other change and many of the
plates used for the perforate 10 issue were also used for this stamp.

This stamp was printed entively with but one exception from the type B
marginal marking plates. One plate used was originally made for the perforate
10 stamp but never went to press prior to the change in the perforating ma-
chines, being the only perforate 11 x 104 stamp showing these markings. A
marginal block from the vertical inside gutter of this plate would most likely
be the most desirable non-error block of this stamp.

Shades: Yellowish green, bright yellow green, olive green, bright green, green, deep
green.

Varieties: a: Plate numbers, side only.
b: Inside marginal blocks showing short horvizontal lines.
c¢: Plate flaw,
#19853 LR # 20 heavy gash in Franklin’s head. (Illustrated.)
d: Defective transfer,
#20047 LR #20 Weak transfer of shading under “Cent.” (Il-
lustrated.)

Plate Flaw

1 3
L. R. 220

Defective Transfer
20047 L. R. =20

e: Block of four with gutter between. One sheet was found which con-
tained 102 subjects. Caused by a corner having been folded under
before being cut. The gutter is between vertical pairs.

Plates used:
Type A Marginal guides:

15549
Type B Marginal guides:
16811—12

18730—31, 32

18955—56, 57, 58

19215—16, 17, 18, 64, 65, 66, 67

19300—01, 02, 03, 36, 37, 38, 39

19537—38, 93, 94, 95, 96

19601—02, 03, 04

19852—b53, b4, 55, 73, T4, 75, 76

20027—28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 39, 40, 47, 48, 49, 50, 75, 76, 81, 82, 83, 84, 98, 99

20104—05, 14, 15, 26, 27, 38, 39, 44, 45, 48, 49, 52, 53, 56, 57

21220—21, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 70, 71, 72, 73, 86, 87, 88, 89, 92, 93,
94, 95, 96, 97

21304—05, 06, 07, 43, 44, 45, 46

#632—One Cent, Green, Booklet. Franklin. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x1015.

Issued November 4, 1927,

Plates were first made for this variety early in 1927 but did not go to press
until October and were first delivered to post offices about November 1st.
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They were first placed on sale officially at the Agency on November 4, 1927,
and were the first one cent booklets printed on the rotary press.

Like the flat plate booklets these were printed from 360 subject plates.
These had no guide lines as did the former ones and the only position varieties
are plate number panes. These, however, are almost always trimmed off and are
only found on the sides of the panes from sheets which have been poorly cut and
then generally only partial numbers are found. The rotary booklets are from
endwise curved plates and as such show the same size of design as do the rotary
press sheet stamps. There were no position panes other than those oceasional
plate number panes.

Shades: Green, bright green, deep green.

Varieties: a: Ordinary panes,
b: Off center panes with plate number at the sides.

Plates used:
18915—16, 17, 18
19529—30, 31, 32, 61, 62, 63, 64
19921—22, 33, 34, 53, 54
20368—69
20406—07

#658—0ne Cent, Green. Franklin. Overprinted Kans. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued April 15, 1929,

This was the lowest value to be overprinted for use in the state of Kansas
as a means of preventing the sale of stolen stamps in some other state, although
they were valid for postage wherever United States stamps were accepted in
payment of postage. Fortunately the experiment was a failure and was not
adopted for use in other states except Nebraska which shared with Kansas the
doubtful honor of the initial experiment.

There was no official first day sale of these stamps except May 1, 1929,
when they were placed on sale at the Ageney ‘‘for the benefit of stamp col-
lectors.”” These “first day’’ covers are of doubtful interest or value as initial
shipments of the state overprinted stamps was made about April 13, 1929 to
various post offices in the two states. With the assistance of . M. Southgate
we have been able to ascertain the earliest known date of each value in this
group with the name of the fown first using these stamps. On this value the
earliest date of use is April 15, 1929, at Newton, Kansas. Four plates were used
for this stamp of which the first two are much searcer than the latter pair. The
plates used for the stamp were also used for the regular issue and should not be
considered a positive proof of the genuineness of the overprint. Counterfeit
copies have been seen especially of some of the varieties and care should be
taken in buying these except from reliable sources.

To properly understand the cause of some of the searce varieties of this
otherwise uninteresting group it is necessary to know how these stamps were
overprinted. The following deseription by H. M. Southgate, President of the
Bureau Issues Association, clearly explains how these varieties occur and why
they are so scarce. This article appeared in the B. I. A. number of “Weekly
Philatelic Gossip'' December 12, 1931.

METHOD OF MANUFACTURE.

For ordinary stamps a roll of paper about 18.5 inches wide and 24 inches in
diameter, long enough to print about 6000 sheets, is drawn through the press by the
plate rolls and a tension from the receiving roll at the opposite end of the press.

The paper first is drawn over rolls, which dip in a trough holding water and
give the necessary moisture to the paper. It then passes over the curved stamp
plates and through the ink drying section to the overprinting electrotvpe plates
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and gumming roll and out through the gum drying box, which also dries the over-
print, to be coiled at the end of the press into working rolls of about 12 inches in
diameter. These rolls are equivalent to about 1500 sheets of 400 subjects. The
size of these rolls is limited for handling purposes,

The printing of the stamp and overprint thus is done during one series of
operations. All varieties that are covered by these notes are occasioned by these
two printings.

CAUSES.OF VARIETIES

With weather of uniform temperature and humidity, paper of uniform thick-
ness, material and condition, and with uniform tension on the paper, it would be
practicable to rigidly tie together the drive of the stamp printing roll and the over-
printing roll and find the overprint placed in the same position on the stamp as
long as the press operated. These conditions, however, are not constant. Varia-
tions in humidity change the amount of moisture required in dampening the paper
for printing, as well as the stretch of the paper. The paper itself varies not only in
thickness but also in strength. The paper is manufactured in rolls 72 inches wide
and split into narrower rolls for the Government contract. The characteristics of
paper in rolls cut from the center of the original roll may vary from that in rolls
cut from the sides. The press motor drives onto the coiling roll on which the printed
and gummed paper is wound. As the roll of paper increases in diameter the pull
on the paper will inerease. To compensate for this a slipping clutch is placed in
the drive line. This cannot maintain an absolutely constant tension so variations
in stretch of paper results.

METHOD OF ADJUSTMENT.

Aside from the slipping clutch of the coiling roll, which tends to keep a constant
tension on the paper, there are adjustments on the overprinting roll which permit
that roll to be advanced or retarded in relation to its position with the stamp plate
roll, independent of the main drive.

The ordinary stamps are printed on the paper in an upright position, the design
coming through, as it were, feet first.

An adjustment, to maintain registration of the stamp and overprinting plates
and to aid in original setting up of the machine, consists of a hand operated gear-
ing. By the turn of a hand wheel about the size of a door-knob the relative posi-
tion of the overprinting roll and stamp roll may be modified. One complete turn
of the hand wheel in either direction in which the paper is moving changes the
position of the overprint downward on the ordinary stamps about 14 inch (6mm.)
A complete turn of the hand wheel in the opposite direction would raise the position
of the overprint on the “Ordinary” by about twice this amount when the overprint
roll is being shifted against the movement of the paper.

Standard Wide and Narrow Spacings:

The pressman apparently turns the adjusting wheel through an angle of about
45 degrees at one motion of the hand, so we may expect to find changes between
successive rows of overprints as each movement of the hand wheel is made, depend-
ing somewhat upon the speed with which the printer operates the hand wheel and
whether he is rotating it with or against the motion of the paper.

The paper passes through the press at the rate of, roughly, 60 ft. per minute.
This means that a 100-subject sheet would pass a given point in about a second. If
the individual motions with the hand wheel are made at about one move in a second,
then the spacing of the overprint would probably be narrowed when working with
the run of the paper about 1 to 1.5 mm,, or widened when turned against the run
of the paper perhaps 2 to 3 mm. between adjacent rows. The printer probably does
not turn the wheel at a uniform speed but starts slowly and ends quickly, so the
rate of change of position of the overprint may vary, giving an increasingly narrower
or wider spacing between adjacent rows. Between each movement of the hand
wheel normal spacing will oceur. The adjustment will, of course, affect both the
spacing between rows of stamps as well as the widegutter space. The widening of
the overprint may be sufficient to jump an entire row of stamps, in the case of a
single line overprint, like the State Stamps if the registration of the overprint is
off enough at the start of the adjustment to fall in the horizontal margins.

Gutter Spacings.

In addition to the variations of spacing of the overprint, due to automatic or
hand adjustment, there are the varieties resulting from the incorrect registration
of the stamp plates and the overprinting electroype, i. e. the varieties showing the
gutter spacing between rows of overprints. These varieties only occur on the 400-
subject sheets of ordinary stamps.



40 UN1TED StaTES Posrace Stamps oF 1aE 2010 CENTURY

To obtain registration between the panes of the ordinary stamps, the over-
printing roll must have an increased space between the rows of type to accommodate
the % inch gutter or margin between panes. If registration between the roll carry-
ing the stamp printing plates and that carrying the overprinting electrotypes is not
affected, then this wide spacing will fall on the body of the pane, instead of across
the gutter, and produce the normal wide spaced varieties. When the wide spacing
falls so as to completely clear one horizontal row of stamps there is a row of
stamps without overprint, providing the overprint is in a single line.

As hand adjustment is used to bring the wide space into registration with the
gutter, sheets showing the wide spacing will show the effect of hand adjustment
with varieties of spacings.

When the machine is set up and the registration between the stamp roll and
the overprinting roll is correct after operating for some time the overprint roll may
work up or down on the sheet to such an extent that the wide space, intending to
cover the gutter, works out onto the hody of the pane. Until this is corrected the
press wiil continue to print the normal wide spaced varieties, The fact that pack-
ages of such wide spaced stamps have not been located is a clear indication that
the pressmen are “on their job” or that the inspectors have withdrawn such prints.
It is questionable if inspection would condemn sheets showing this wide spacing.

Double Overprints:

The creeping of the overprint from the normal position must bring at times the
normal overprint into the margin between the stamps, and near double overprints
on the State Stamps will result. Varieties will be found where a true double over-
print will occur on one stamp or three overprinis on a vertical pair of stamps.
These varieties result from the hand adjustment working with the direction of the
movement of the paper giving a slightly narrower spacing than the standard.

Wiped Letters:

Another group of varieties to be found consists of tall and short letters.

If the adjusting hand wheel is turned at the instant the type of the overprint
is in contact with the paper, it will wipe or elongate the letter of the ordinary
stamp, if the motion of the adjusting hand wheel on the electroype roll is against
the direction of the motion on the paper. Tt will shorten the lettering if the direc-
tion of hand wheel motion is with the paper. The lengthening of the letters is very
pronounced in some cases and gives us another check on the approximate movement
attained by the operation of the adjusting mechanism, the letter heights in some
cases being increased by at least 1 mm.

Shortening of the letters, as it is produced by adjustment with the movement
of the paper, makes a smaller difference; although instances have been noted where
the height of the letters has heen appreciably reduced.

Offsets:

After the overprint has been placed on the stamp the paper passes up and
partially around a smooth brass roll about 5 inches in diameter to direct the paper
to the gum roll. This roll strikes the ink side of the sheet and picks up the im-
pression from the undried overprint. A felt wiper is located on the under side of
the roll, which is supposed to remove all ink from the roll. These wipers have to be
changed periodically and during this change it is possible for the roll to pick up a
light impression from the fresh ink of the overprint and re-impress it on the sheets
as it completes the turn. This will account for occasional socalled double prints.
The impressions are exceedingly faint and not often detected.

(Author’s Note) This also accounts for the phantom plate numbers on the
ordinary rotary stamps.

The normal spacing between overprints is 22 mm. As noted above this
distance ean be inereased or decreased as meeded by the operator and minor
variations being fairly frequent have received but little attention. However,
where the spacing is much wider than normal, such as was most likely caused
by the misplacement of the gutter spacing, pairs and blocks have been treasured
as major varieties. The recognized *“wide spacing’’ varieties measure 31-32 mm
between overprints.

Two sheets were found of this stamp on which one horizontal row had no
overprint. This was the only variety of which two sheets were found although
in each case the variety would be on both panes. One sheet of this stamp was
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also found with the wide spacing between two horizontal rows. Next to the
two cent this was issued in larger quantities than any of the others.

Shades: Green, deep green.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Vertical pair, one without surcharge.
¢: Vertical pair, 31-32mm spacing between overprints.

Plates used:
18957
19302—38, 39

Quantity issued: 13,390,000

#669—One Cent, Green. Franklin. Overprinted Nebr. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf, 11x1015.

Issued April 17, 1929,

This is the companion to the one cent Kansas overprint and like it was
issued in a mistaken idea that it would reduce the ease with which Post Office
robbers disposed of the stamps.

It was first issued two days after the one cent Kansas stamp, the earliest
known date of use being on a cover from Cambridge, Nebr, dated April 57
1929,

A much smaller quantity was issued of this overprint than that prepared
for Kansas and the ordinary varieties of this are more desirable. In spite of the
smaller total supply the same two major varieties were found although only one
sheet of each reached philatelic hands.

Shades: Green, deep green,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.

b: Vertical pair, one without surcharge.

¢: Vertical pair 31-32mm spacing between overprints,
Plates used: 19338—39
Quantity issued: 8,220,000

Quantity of one cent stamps, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters in the
fiscal years ending June 30, as reported by the Director of the Bureau of En-

graving and Printing :

Ordinary Ordinary Coils Coils Booklets
Precanceled Precanceled

1923 . . . 1,220,400 117,400,000 —— - —

1924 . . ....1,888,497,389 722,770,000 358,325,500 204,432,500 120,592,560
1925 . . ....2,068,364,788 499,650,000 209,804,000 180,967,500 155,473,200
1926 . . 602,634,400 51,510,000 127,851,000 7,567,500 16,995,840
1927 . . 58,637,600 88,590,000 51,500 24,220,000 12,697,200
1988 = . was 401,228,600 104,370,000 2,487,600 33,803,000 14,002,080
1929 . . ..1,010,766,700 348,190,000 60,873,000 270,698,000 76,107,360
1930 . . 890,254,100 324,070,000 96,856,000 208,500,000 42,152,640
1931 . . 855,464,800 290,590,000 82,376,000 199,184,000 46,873,680
1932 . . 402,529,000 226,460,000 74,444,500 134,620,500 - 44,684,400
1933 . . , 802,496,500 288,120,000 167,756,500 133,949,000 72,710,880
1934 . . L1,176,657,900 327,520,000 125,331,000 159,777,000 39,479,280
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ONE AND A HALF CENT STAMPS GROUPED

#553—One and a Half Cent, Yellow Brown. Harding. Flat Plate.
No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued March 19, 1925,

This was the first fractional postage stamp issued by the Post Office Depart-
ment. It was made necessary by the Postal Service Act approved February 28,
1925, which went into effect April 15, 1925. This act which increased third class
rate from one cent per ounce or fraction thereof to one and a half cents, was
largely for cirenlars and therefore needed in large quantities, mainly in single
units. As many of the values were soon to be issued on the rotary press it
seems strange that this value was made on flat plates, especially since the rotary
press stamps were issued the same day. The Bureau, however, had not been
given definite instruetions at this time to use the rotary on values other than the
one and two cent stamps.

The design of the stamp differed somewhat from the other low values and
as such it is of interest to note how the die was made. A transfer roll of the
two cent Harding Memorial stamp was made and reworked in the following
manner: The figures ‘2"’ were first removed from the lower corners, as well
as the dates in the upper corners, and this was impressed in a block of steel and
prepared for use as the master die. The figures 1157 were then engraved in
their proper places. As the original design had been made for black ink which
did not need sueh deep lines, it was necessary to rework the entire design,
especially the portrait, to give the proper depth for the new color. rom this a
transfer roll was prepared for making plates of the new design.

This stamp bore a portrait of former President Warren G. Harding, from
an etching made by F. Pauling. The name ‘‘Harding’ appeared on a ribbon
beneath the portrait. The surrounding design was the same as the one cent
stamp except that the numerals ‘11477 appeared in the ovals in both lower
corners and the word ‘‘Cents’” replaced the word ‘‘Cent’” and the triangular
ornaments in both upper corners arve slightly different than in the other values.
In addition the inclosing border was of solid eolor instead of eross hatched as
in the balance of the lower denominations.

Though the rotary press stamps, having been issued the same day as this
variety, soon replaced this method of printing these stamps were issued in a
sufficiently large quantity to enable collectors to obtain copies while still cur-
rent. Due to the saving in the cost of the votary press printed stamps over
those from the flat presses it was constantly expected to discontinue issuing this
variety and as a result there were frequent printings with a resultant wide
variation in the shades.

Being a new value made necessary by a new postal regulation there was
not time to hold up their issuance until an appropriate date arrived and they
were immediately placed on sale at the Agency at Washington and thereafter
at Post Offices as soon as sufficient stock became available.

Shades: Pale yellow brown, light yellow brown, yellowish brown, deep yellow brown,
brown, reddish brown, dark brown.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Shifted Transfer.
Plate # 16872 contains 191 shifts. These are divided as follows: 55
in the UL pane, 57 in the UR pane, 32 in the LL and 47 in the LR.
(Ilustrated.) The best positions are 46—56 U, L.
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Usual Shifted Transfer
Plate 16872

Plates used:
16829—30, 31, 32, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 61, 62, 63, 64,
65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80
16910—11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41,
68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, T4, 7b, 82, 83, 84

Plates not used:
16985—86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93
17009—10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 87, 88, 89, 90,
91, 92, 93, 94

#582—One and a Half Cent, Yellow Brown. Harding. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 10.

Issued March 19, 1925,

Though there is one variety of this design that has a lower eatalog number
we have placed this variety after the flat plate perforate stamp as it was issued
the same day. It is interesting to note that some plates were made for this
stamp before those for the flat bed presses.

This value was immediately issued in sheet form from the rotary press as
well as the flat plates as there was but six weeks after the act was approved that
this value became essential and a large supply was needed. This being a new
denomination it required distribution to every post office. The output per press
per day of the rotary press was 6,000,000 as against 1,600,000 for the flat plate
work. Furthermore, this stamp was to be used in large quantities by individual
consumers who desired precancelled stamps which could be more efficiently
manufactured on the rotary press which printed and precancelled the stamps in
one operation,

This stamp continued in use until replaced by the new perforation and was
issued in a larger quantity than the flat plate variety. In spite of this greater
quantity a smaller number were saved by collectors and dealers who were not
aware of the contemplated change in perforations and failed to secure copies
while they were still obtainable at the post offices. 1t is therefore more desirable
especially in well centered copies which in this type of issue were never too
plentiful, it often being necessary to look over several sheets to find copies suit-
able for collectors.

As is possible on all rotary press stamps varieties on double paper in mint as
well as precancelled condition were found. The quantity discovered was ex-
tremely small and copies are very desirable. As mentioned before this is caused
by the overlapping or joining together of the paper on the printing rolls. Such
sections are generally removed by inspectors but oceasionally a sheet passes by
in which a few horizontal rows show the ‘‘paste up’’ causing a dounble paper
variety.

As in the flat plate variety this stamp was issued in a wide range of
shades, the deep brown of the first printing being especially desirable.

Shades: Light yellow brown, yvellow brown, deep yellow brown, pale brown, brown,
reddish brown, deep brown.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, side only.
b: Double paper.
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Plates used:
16825—26, 49, 50, 51, 52, 85, 86, 87, 88
16905—06, 48, 49, 50, b1

17007—08
17487—88
182135

18357—58, 59, 60
18412—13, 82, B3, 88, B9
18693—94, 99

18700—01, 02, 03, 04, 28, 29

#598—One and a Half Cent, Brown. Harding. Rotary Press Coil.
No Wmk. Perf. 10 Vertical. Coiled Sidewise.

Issued March 19, 1925,

This variety was also issued the same day as the two previously listed and
was as a matter of course printed on the rotary press. The stamps were curved
sidewise on the sheets and are therefore wider than the rotary and flat plate
sheet stamps, and the same height as the former. The line oeccurs after every
seventeenth stamp.

The shades show little variation although the deep yellow brown from the
first printing are quife distinet, These are more desirable than the others in
used as well as mint condition. This is partially due to the first printing being
largely precancelled.

Shades: Yellow brown, deep yellow brown, reddish brown, deep brown.
Varieties: Usual rotary coil varieties. See #5097,
Plates used:

16828—53, 54, 65, 56, 81, B2, 83, 84

16907—08, 09, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 76, 77, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99

17025—26, 67, 68, 69

18478—79, 92

18513—14, 15, 16

18643—44, 45

18713—14, 15, 59, 60, 61, 62

18817—18, 21, 22, 23, 24

19320—21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27

Plates not used
17070
18493
19363—64, 65, 66, 90, 91, 92, 93

#576—O0ne and a Half Cent, Brown. Harding. Flat Plate. No Wmk.
Imperforate.

Issued April 4, 1925.

There still being one manufacturer who used coils privately perforated
this stamp was issued in four hundred subject sheets. Tt was also on sale at
the Philatelic Ageney and collectors had easy aceess to copies. However, the
introduction of the 3,000 subject eoils having made their further issuance un-
necessary this practice was discontinued late in 1927, Most collectors and deal-
ers believing the supply at the Bureau would long remain available failed to
make the most of the opportunity and did not obtain sufficient copies to fill
their needs. This variety is therefore more desirable than the perforated copies
though more plentiful than the one cent imperforate stamp.

These stamps being printed on flat bed plates are of normal size and should
not be confused with the rotary press imperforate issue, the usual imperforate
sheet varieties being obtainable only in this variety of the one and a half cent
stamp. There were 27,226,000 imperforate one and a half cent stamps issued by
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the Bureau, this fizure furnished us by the Third Assistant Postmaster General
ineludes this variety as well as No. 631, the rotary press imperforate one and a
half eent stamp.

Shades: Pale yellow brown, yellow brown, dark yellow brown, brown, reddish brown.

Varieties: a: Usual imperf sheet varieties.
b: Plate number blocks.
¢: Privately perforated coils,
A—Schermack III.
d: Shifted Transfer Plate #16872—See perf. 11 #553.

Plates used:
16829—30, 31, 32, 37, 28, 42, 45, 46, 48, 61, 62, 63, 64, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 72,

73
16917—36, 39, 40, 71, 72, 73, T4

#605—One and a Half Cent, Brown. Harding. Rotary Press. No
Wmk. Perf. 10 Horizontally. Coiled Endwise.

Issued May 9, 1925,

There being but a small demand for this type of coil it was not issued in
this value until two weeks after the other variety. These were printed on 150
subject sheets with the resultant line after each fifteenth stamp.

The small demand necessitated infrequent printings and there is little varia-
tion in shades, the deep yellow brown of the first printing being the least
common.

Shades: Brown, deep yellow brown.

Varieties: a: Usual rotary coil varieties. See # 604,
b: Defective transfer,
Right frame and inside border is defective. This is the first stamp
above a joint line. (Illustrated.)

Defective Transfer
of Right Frame Line
and Border

Plates used: 17027—28

Plates not used:
17546—47, 48, 49
17680—381

#631—One and a Half Cent, Brown. Harding. Rotary Press. No
Wmk. Imperf.

Issued August 27, 1926.

An order was received at the Bureau for some imperforate sheets of four
hundred of this value and by mistake the rotary press sheets were delivered.
Because of the wide spaeing of 5/16 inch between the 100 subjeet panes these
could not be used for private coils and were rejected. Rather than destroy
these they were placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency at Washington.
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These were the first unperforated rotary press stamps to be issued in sheet
form and position varieties never previously obtainable in this type of stamp
became available to collectors. In place of the usual horizontal and vertical
guide lines found on imperforate sheets these had vertical and horizontal gut-
ters, which when the sheets were perforated and cut into 100 subjeet panes be-
came margins for these small sheets. In the center of the plate a small 14 inch
cross was placed which was to be used as a eutting guide and matched with small
3/16 inch lines placed near the outside edges of the sheet in the gutters in place
of arrows which helped the cutter to keep his panes uniform. As a result
center line blocks became available showing the small cross in the eenter of hori-
zontal and vertical gutters separating the stamps. The blocks from the top and
bottom of the vertical gutter and the extreme right and left ends of the hori-
zontal showed blocks separated by a 5/16 inch space with a 3/16 inch line be-
tween ; other blocks along either gutter showed the space between horizontal or
vertical pairs only. The plate numbers were in the four outside corners.

These differ from the flat plate imperforate stamps in the height, having
been curved endwise on the plate. The entire output having reached philatelic
hands this variety is not likely to be as desirable as the flat plate issue, although
overlooked by many collectors while they still were available.

Shades: Yellow brown.

Varieties: a; Center block showing small cross.
b: Marginal gutter blocks showing small dash between.
¢: Blocks with horizontal or vertical gutter between.
d: Plate number—side only.

Plates used:
18360
18413

#633—One and a Half Cent, Brown. Harding. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 11 by 10%5.

Issued May 17, 1927,

The ten perforated sheets having been too difficult to separate new equip-
ment was perfected at the Bureau to enable an increase in the perforations with-
out tearing the sheets, and all new printings after the early part of 1927 were
perforated eleven horizontally by 1014 vertically.

This value first appeared precancelled with the new perforation early in
February 1927 but was not issued in mint form until May 17, and then first at
the Ageney. This variety was not in general use until some months later and
remained current until the end of 1930 when replaced by the new design. It
is also found in various shades but in this variety it is the pale yellow brown
that is the most desirable.

Through an error in cutting the sheets into panes one sheet was folded
over, causing the cut to be several inches off center and resulting in one block
of four being known showing a vertical gutter between, similar to imperforate
sheet varieties, the perforations are normal.

Shades: Pale yellow brown, yellow brown, light red brown, red brown, dark red
brown, deep brown.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Block of four with vertical gutter between.

Plates used:
16949—50
18358—59, 60
18412—88, 89
18693—94
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18701—02, 03, 04, 22, 23, 28, 29, 37, 38
18825

19047—48, 57, 58, 72, 73

19125—26, 81, 82, 91, 92

19201—02, 13, 14, 90, 91, 92, 93

Plates not used: 19294—95

#659—One and a Half Cent, Brown. Harding. Overprinted Kans.
Rotary Press. No Wmk. Perf. 11x1015.

Issued April 16, 1929,

This stamp was first issued at Colby., Kansas, the earliest known cover
being dated April 16,
There were no varieties worthy of speeial attention on this value of Kansas

overprints,

Shades: Brown, deep brown.

Varieties: Plate number blocks,

Plates used: 19181—91

Quantity issued: 8,240,000

It was issued in a larger quantity than any of the others used in
this state except the one and two cent denominations.

The entire printing came
from two plates which were also used for the ordinary stamps.

#670—One and a Half Cent, Brown. Harding. Overprinted Nebr.

Rotary Press.

Issued April 18, 1929,

No Wmk. Perf. 11.

This stamp was issued a few days later than the same value of the Kansas
series, the earliest cover being dated North Platte, Nebraska, April 18, 1929,
This value was issued in a larger quantity than any other Nebraska over-

prints except the two cent.
horizontal pairs.

vertical spacing but these are of minor importance.

Shades: Brown, deep brown,
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.

Plates nsed:

Quantity issued: 8,990,000

b: Vertical pairs 31-32mm between overprints.
19182—92

Quantity of One and a Ialf Cent stamps, series of 1925,
masters during the fiseal years ending June 30th :

One sheet was found with a wide spacing between
Other blocks have been found with slight variations in the

issued to Post-

Ordinary Ordinary Coils Coils
Precanceled Precanceled
1928 & & i v eseaes 837,821,200 250,960,000 192,232,000 146,372,500
1926 . . ¢ suseisssas, BER;309,183 392,850,000 184,455,000 211,783,500
LT = ¥ % 5% eviEvie U5 501,545,200 470,030,000 148,120,500 307,337,500
IBER., - v Sr mas e i 496,359,080 376,840,000 147,986,500 275,035,000
19291, | | cssem e 293,971,100 170,690,000 90,260,000 118,620,500
1930 . . . coiniinnnnn 318,175,100 186,950,000 94,989,000 111,620,000
L 242,766,000 68,800,000 63,309,000 51,351,000
198D . 5« sy erswm 16,224,100 —— 15,605,000 -
L9838 5 5 o wawws e —_ — 18,082,700 -
1984 . & o v s - - — 503,000 —_
PAtal vy sevevie o 3,265,170,963 1,917,160,000 955,427,700 1,222,120,000
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#684—One and a Half Cent, Brown. Harding Full Face. Rotary
Press. No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%.

Issued December 1, 1930,

To make the design conform with the balance of the lower values of the
series and present a more pleasing portrait of the former President it was de-
cided to issue a new stamp of this value. This appeared December 1, 1930, at
Marion, Ohio, the home town of President Harding. It was placed on sale at
the Agency the following day but was not in general use until after the first of
. 1931,

The portrait was much more pleasing than that of the earlier design, it
showed a full face view, after a photograph, and was designed by C. A. Huston,
the lettering and frame were engraved by E. M. Hall, the portrait by . BEissler
and the seroll and ribbon by J. C. Benzing, all of the Burean. The border and
balance of the design was now the same as the other values except for the use
of the numerals ““11%.""

This stamp was only issued from rotary press plates and coming after the
adoption of a satisfactory perforation for rotary sheet stamps had been arrived
at is found in only one variety.

Shades: Brown, deep brown, dark brown.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.

b: Scratched plate # 20260 L.L. #71. This enters from the margin at
the left of the stamp, cuts across the left numeral and ends at the
bottom of the design. Also without.

Plates used:
20259—60, 65, 66
20390—91, 94, 95, 98, 99
20412—13, 14, 15, 30, 31
21080—81, 82, 83, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95

#686—One and a Half Cent, Brown. Harding, Full Face. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 10 Vertically. Coiled sidewise.

Issued December 1, 1930.

There being only a small demand for endwise coils this was the only variety
issued in coil form up to April 1, 1985, although plates had been made for end-
wise coils,

Like other sidewise coils it was printed from 170 subject plates with the
resultant line every seventeenth stamp. It was not in general use until after
the first part of 1931.

Shade: Brown.

Varieties: Usual sidewise rotary coil varieties.

Plates used:
20161—62, 63, 64
20388—89, 92, 93, 96, 97
20402—03, 10, 11
21112—13

Plates prepared for Endwise Coils—Not used to April 1, 1935:
20384—85, 86, 87

20404—05
Quantity issued, One and a Half Cents Harding full face, (series of 1930):
Ordinary Ordinary Coils Coils
Precanceled Precanceled
LORY - 5 % s e aealeEinm 45,881,400 63,370,000 23,185,000 40,295,000
YOFB . ¢ wwanneide e sl B o 90,550,200 99,750,000 54,934,500 57,019,600
s B e 589,104,500 131,720,000 145,051,000 73,113,500

TR o v e voron snalin B85 714,805,000 108,860,000 124,485,600 69,657,000
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TWO CENT STAMPS GROUPED

#554—Two Cent, Carmine. Washington. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued January 15, 1923,

Unlike most of the other values this denomination was not issued on a date
that had any historical significance. It had been hoped to withhold it until
Washington’s birthday, February 22, but it was found that the Bureau was
approaching the final production from the old plates and it became necessary to
use the new design. The official notice dated January 12, 1923, from the office
of W. Irving Glover, Third Assistant Postmaster General, notified postmasters
and other officers and employees of the Postal Service ‘‘that this stamp was to
be issued in sheet form on the 15th of January, at the Washington, D. C.,-Post
Office, and at the Philatelic Agency.’”” They were not issued to consumers until
a later date when the available supply of the old design had become exhausted.

The head of George Washington, after Houdon’s bust, was again used for
the vignette of this stamp. The engraving was done by E. M. Hall, J. Benzing
and E. Myers, of the Bureau. The same frame was used as in the lower value
except for the change of name on the ribbon and the denomination.

This stamp remained in use for over two years although a ten perforation
rotary press stamp was issued a year later, partially supplanting it. The dis-
tribution of this latter variety was not general for some time after having been
first issued, and a very large quantity of flat plate two cent stamps were deliv-
ered to Postmasters before being entirely replaced.

In the early part of 1925 the Burean issued flat plate stamps with a differ-
ent spacing in an effort to overcome waste in perforating. The change was in
the vertical gutter between the stamps and inercased the spacing to slightly
over 3mm while the previous ones were the nsual 2%mm. The difference is so
slight that collectors today pay scant attention to these wider spaced blocks.
However, we believe these should be given recognition as a minor variety.
Plate number blocks from these plates should be especially desirable.

Four plates, 16656—5H7—58—59, were made for experimental purposes,
though these plates earried no special mark. On most of the succeeding varie-
ties, however, a ‘‘star’’ was added, so that pressmen would not put narrow and
wide spaced plates on the same machines, as it was necessary in perforating that
the machines be specially set for the proper spaecing and a mixed package
would inerease the waste.

Unlike the earlier star plates this star appeared only once on each sheet of
four hundred and then always on the upper right pane. This, however, was the
only item that was uniform as there were various kinds of stars and they were
in various positions in relation to either number on this pane. Generally the
star was five pointed, being placed on the plate first with a punch and later cut
on the pantograph. On the early plates the star appeared in front of the top
number but later it was placed at the side below the number. There were also
differences in the size of the stars. A small five pointed star appeared only on
plate 16758, and was placed in front of the plate number. There were ten
plates with a large six pointed star on top but only one plate with this type of
star at the side. The other plates had five pointed stars, either at the side or
on the top. This makes a very interesting speeialization possible with certain
varieties already very difficult to obtain, as the majority of eollectors paid them
scant attention and few were saved.

In the early part of 1924 a block of twenty (two horizontal rows of ten)
were found from plate 14689, imperforate horizontally. This block had the
plate number at the right, it was blue penciled and had been intended for de-
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struction at the Bureau but had accidentally been packed up with satisfactory
sheets and delivered to postmasters. A short time later a full one hundred sub-
Jeet pane was found as well as several smaller blocks and as a result this variety
is more numerous than any other part perf except 538a and 539b of which there
were one hundred sheets of 170 subjects of each denomination. A small quan-
tity was also found imperforate vertically.

Shades: Pale carmine, light carmine, carmine, deep carmine.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
A—Number only.
B—Small five pointed star—top.
C—Large five pointed star—top.
D—Large five pointed star—right side.
E—Large six pointed star—top.
F—Large six pointed star—right side.
b: Imperf horizontally.
c¢: Imperf vertically.
d: Double Transfer.
Stamp # 28 of upper left pane of plate #14129 shows the double
transfer as illustrated.
Another double transfer, position unknown, shows entirely in the
upper part of the design. (Illustrated.)

Double Transfer
Position Unknown

Double Transfer
14129 UL Z28

Defective Transfer
17334 UL #6

e: Defective Transfer.
17334 U.L. 6 shows the entire left inside frame line decidedly light-
er. (Illustrated.)

Plates used:

14074—75, 76, 77, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93

14100—01, 02, 03, 05, 06, 07, 08, 18, 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 30,
39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 51, 52, 53, 54, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67,

: 68, 77, 78, 79, 80, 85, 86, 87, 88, 95, 96, 97, 98

14211—12, 13, 14, 25, 26, 27, 28, 58, 59, 60, 61, 77, 78, 79, 80

14300—01, 02, 03, 07, 08, 09, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25,
32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 44, 45, 46, 47, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56,
57, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 86, 87,
88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 96, 97, 98, 99

14400—01, 02, 03, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29,
30, 31, 32, 33, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, b4,
65, 58, 59, 60, 61, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 96, 97, 98



14500—01, 02, 03,
29, 30, 31,
58, 75, 76,
14620—21, 22, 23,
69, 70, 71,
92, 93, 94,
14700—01, 02, 03,
26, 27, 29,
58, 59, 60,
81, 82, 83,
14800—01, 02, 03,
1492223, 24, 25
15247—48, 49, 50,
15306—07, 08, 09,
76, 77, 78,
15402—03, 04, 05,
65, 66, 67,
15501—02, 03, 04,
15602—03, 04, 05,
30, 31, 32,
51, 56, 57,
82, 83, 84,
15700—01, 02, 03,
36, 37, 38,
15812—13, 14, 15,
64, 65, 66,
99
15904—05, 06, 07,
16095—96, 97, 98,
16100—01, 02, 03,
28, 29, 30,
67, b8, b9,
90, 97, 98,
16200—05, 06, 07,
38, 39, 40,
74, 75, 80,
16314—15, 16, 17,
71, 72, 73,
16407—08, 09, 10,
87, 88, 89,
16500—01, 02, 03,
33, 34, 35,
82, 83
16630—31, 32, 33,

1922-35 Issue

04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,
32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46,
77,18

26, 27, 28, 29, 36, 37, 38, 39, 44, 45, 46, 47, 56,
72, 73, 74, 76, 76, 77, 78, 79, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88,
95, 96, 97, 98, 99

08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 22,
38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50,
61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75,
84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93

04, 05, 06, 07, 20, 21, 22, 23, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36,

81, 82, 83, 84

24, 25 26, 27, 36, 37, 38, 39, 54, 55, 56, 57, 62,
79, 88, 89, 90, 91, 94, 95, 96, 97

24, 25, 26, 27, 33, 34, 35, 36, 45, 46, 47, 48, 57,
68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 81, 82, 83, 84, 93, 94, 95, 96
14, 15, 16, 17, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99

06, 07, 08, 09, 12, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,
33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47,
58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, T4,
85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 96, 97, 98, 99

08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 26,
39, 48, 49, 50, 51, 70, 71, 72, 73

16, 17, 18, 19, 34, 35, 36, 37, 42, 43, 44, 45, 50,
67, 72, 73, 74, 75, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85,

12, 13, 14, 15, 32, 33, 34, 35, 69, 70, 71, 72
99

04, 05, 06, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24,
31, 32, 33, 34, 40, 41, 42, 43, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52
80, 65, 66, 67, 68, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86,
99

08, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 31, 32, 33, 34,
41, 42, 53, 54, 55, 56, 58, 59, 60, 61, 66, 67, 68,
81, 82, 83, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99

22, 23, 24, 25, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51,
74, 83, 84, 85, 86

17, 18, 19, 20, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 39,
90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 97, 98, 99

04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 18, 19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, 29,
36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52,

34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 50,

*56, *57, *68, *69, 97, 98, 99

16700—13, 14, 15,
45, 46, 47,
*17111—*18, *b0

16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 37, 38, 39, 40,
48, 53, 54, 656, 56, 67, 59, 60, *62, 89

23,
b5,

b7,
89,

23,

27,
48,
76,
27,

51,
96,

26,
53,
87,

35,
69,

52,

20,
53,

51,
42,

Small five pointed star at left of top plate number of upper right pane:

16758

Six pointed star at left of top plate number of upper right pane:

16741—61, 87
17107—09, 17, 24,

Large five pointed star at left of top plate number of upper right pane:

16763—64, 85, 86,

79, 87, 88

90, 91, 92

53

24, 25,
56, 57,

b8, 68,
90, 91,

24, 25,
52, 53,
79, 80,

38, 39

64, 65,
59, 60,
28, 29,
49, 60,
80, 81,
28, 29,

52, b3,
97, 98,

26, 217,
54, 55,
88, 89,

36, 37,
72, 78,

53, b4,
41, 42,

31, 32,
80, 81,

52, b3,
43, 44,

17108—10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 47, 48, 49, 51, 52, B3,

54, 63, 64,

65, 66, 80, 81, 82, 90, 95, 98

Large five pointed star below side plate number of upper right pane:

16788
17189*—97

17207%*—09, 10, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, +22, 43, 44, 45, 46, 55, 56, 57, 58, 63,
64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 86, 87, 88, 89, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99

*New gauge No star.

**On the plate proofs of #17188 and 17207 the number is above the side plate number
while on the issued stamp it is helow it

TPlate proof shows star above. No issucd copy known probably below.
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17300—01, 02, 03, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28,
29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 3b, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47,
48, 49, 50, b1, 52, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72,
73, 74, 76, 76, 77, 78, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92,
93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99

17402—03, 04, 05, 89, 90, 91, 92

17534—35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 76, 77, 78, 79,
80, 81, 82, 83, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99

17602—03, 04, 06, 06, 07, 08, 09, 29, 30, 31, 32, 45, 46, 47, 48, 54, 55, 56, 57,
58, 59, 60, 61, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 76, 77, 78, 79, 87, 88, 89,
90, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99

17700—01, 02, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26,
27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48,
49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 66, 57, b8, 59, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71,
78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 88, 89, 90, 91, 94, 95, 96, 97

17802—03, 04, 05, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 28, 29, 30, 31,
34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 30, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 48, 49, 50, 51, 60, 61, 62,
63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 74, 75, 76, 77, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95,
96, 97

18167—68, 69, 70, 75, 76, 77, 78, 97, 98, 99

18200—03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21,
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28

Six pointed star below side plate number of upper right pane:
17196

Plates not finished:
14273—74, 75, 76
14499
14659
14728
17208
17729
18333—34, 35, 36, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 650, 61, 62, 70, 71, 72, 81, §2
18422—23, 28, 29, 30, 31, 53, 54, 67, 68

Btar plates not printed from: (below side plate # U. R. Pane)
18229—30, 36, 37, 38, 39, 55, 56, 57, 58, 63, 64, 65, 66, 79, 80, 81, 82
18307—08, 09, 10, 19, 20, 21, 22, 31, 32

#554—Two Cent, Carmine, Booklet. Washington. Flat Plate.
No Wmk. Perf. 11,

Issued February 10, 1923.

The stoek of two cent booklets of the previous design became exhausted long
before the one cent and the first combination booklets contained this stamp in
conjunction with the one cent of the earlier design. This variety was in general
use before the sheet stamps of the new designs.

It remained current for over three years umtil replaced by perforated 10
rotary press booklet panes and panes are fairly common in all position varie-
ties. It was only printed from 360 subject plates.

Shades: Carmine, deep carmine.
Varieties: a: Usual 360 subject position panes—see #562.

Plates used:

14181—82, 83, 84, 99

14200—01, 02, 07, 08, 09, 10

14418—19, 20, 21, 62, 63, 64, 65, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, BG, 87,
88, 89, 90, 91

14934—356, 37, 74, 83, 84, 85, 86

15256—56, 57, 58, 89

16414—15, 16, 17

16606—06, 07, 08, 22, 23, 24, 25, 58, 59, 60, 61, 76, 77, 78, 79

15724—30, 31, 32, 33, 90, 91, 92, 93

15804—05, 06, 07

16085—86, 87, 88§
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16146—47, 93, 94, 95, 96

16288—90, 91

16306—07, 08, 09, 18, 19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, 29

16592—93, 94, 95

16600—01, 02, 03, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24
16705—06, 07, 08, 73, 74, 75, 76

17475—16, 77, 78, 83, 84, 85, 86, 94, 95, 96, 97

17880—81, 82, 83, 86, 87, 88, 89

17910—11, 12, 13, 27, 28, 29, 30, 41, 42, 43, 44, 51, 52, 53, 54, 66, 56, 57, b8
18259—60, 61, 62, 97, 98, 99

18300—73, T4, 83, 84, 85, 86

18400—01, 08, 09

185621
Plates not used:
14936
16144—45

16289

18410—11, 51, 52, 65, 66, 84, 85, 86, 87, 90, 91, 94, 95
18501—02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 22, 23, 24

#599—Two Cent, Carmine. Washington. Rotary Press Coil.
No Wmk. Perf. 10 Vertically, Coiled sidewise.

Issued January 9, 1923,

We have placed this variety ahead of some of the others which have lower
catalog numbers as these stamps were issued before any of the others including
the flat plate perforated 11 sheet stamps. The great increase in the demand for
sidewise coils of this value depleted the supply at the Bureau before any of the
others and although the Department had intended to issue this variety at the
same time as the sheet stamps it became necessary to issue them to Postmasters
January 8, 1923, and they appeared on sale the following day.

The rotary press printed coils perforated ten had been found satisfactory
in the previous series and no change was made in making this variety. They
continued to be printed from 170 subject plates eurved sidewise, with a line
after each seventeenth stamp.

The request for an additional plate number on the coil plates at the time
the *“coil waste’’ was being issued in sheet form was also adopted for this stamp
and plates starting with No. 19748 had a number below stamp No. 170, the last
stamp in the bottom row. On off centered coils the star and number appears
above the first stamp to the right of the joint line and the number only below
the stamp to the left of the joint line. Because of slight variation in the posi-
tion of the star above stamp No. 1 it frequently does not appear on the off center
coils even though a large part of the number can be seen.

Where the two plates meet a crevice is formed which receives ink and shows
as a line after every seventeenth stamp. This is known as the joint line. Where
the two plates do not meet evenly but are sufficiently close the space between is
filled with tin foil. This frequently results in a double joint line caused by ink
filling both sides of the tin foil stuffing. These are somewhat scarcer than the
ordinary joint line pairs but are far from scarce.

In 1930 a new die was prepared using transfer roll No. 1455 of the eurrent
two cent design. In making the new die from the old transfer roll some touch-
ing up of the lines was necessary before transfer roll No. 1512 was made. Care-
ful study by numerous collectors have failed to show any difference in the
stamps made from earlier numbered plates and those known to have been pre-
pared from the new die. The first coil plates to be made from the new transfer
roll were No. 1968283 84— 8586 and it may be assumed that all later
plates were made from the new die. At about this time the Bureau had de-
cided to enter the rotary press stamps sidewise instead of endwise, that is with
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the largest side parallel to the axis of the transfer roll, and it is most likely that
the new die was prepared especially for making the new transfer roll.

This change in the manner of rocking in these stamps also effects the posi-
tion of the shifted transfers. In the earlier method the ‘‘shifts’’ were at the
top or bottom of the design and in the later ones the shifting would be to the
right or left of the side frame and shading lines. A little more care must there-
fore be taken in classifying plate varieties of this issue. The rule of a shift
being always outward remains unchanged, however, now being to the right on
the right side and to the left of the other side, that is for stamps that are higher
than they are wide.

George B. Sloane in STAMPS reported a retouched eye on the third stamp
of Plate No. 14731. This has to date only been found on the ‘‘coil waste’’ perf.
11x10 and 11x11 but should exist on this coil for which the plate was made. The
crossed lines of shading on the temple back of the eye and the upper part of the
cheek are unusually prominent and certainly appear to have been strengthened,
The pupil of the eye and the outline of the lower lid are emphasized, the entire
area standing out much bolder and in much deeper color than the rest of the de-
sign. In the coil this would be the third stamp to the right of the joint line.

It was later discovered by A. E. Owen and H. M. Southgate that there was
a defect in a similar position on plates 14730 and 14757. None of these varie-
ties being on the plate proofs which are made prior to the plates being curved it
can be safely said that the defects occurred in the curving process. The defeet
was noticed on plate 14781 and recut.

Shades: Carmine, bright carmine, deep carmine,

Varieties: a: Usunal sidewise coil varieties.
b: Retouched eye. (Illustrated.)
¢: Damaged plate (Illustrated courtesy of The Bureau Specialist.)

v

JOINT LINE

Double Transfer
Stamp to Right of Joint Line

Retouched Eye
14731 %3

d: Double transfer,
The stamp to the right of a joint line shows an eastward double
throughout the entire design. (Illustrated.)



1922-35 Issur a7

e: Defective Transfer.
The fifth stamp to the right of a joint line shows the inside frame
line defective in the lower left corner.

f: Plate Flaw.
Gash in the first “S" of “STATES” on the second stamp to the left
of a joint line. (Illustrated.)

Plate Flaw

g: Double joint lines,
Plates used: Star and number over # 1.

14098—99
14108—10, 11,
50, 73,

14203—04, 19,
14304—05, 11,
14416—17, 34,
14517—37, 38,
14664—65, 66,
14704—05, 06,
14864—65

14914—15, 20,

15005—04, 15,
15141—42
16392—93
15406—07, 18,
86, 87,
156500—21, 30,
90, 91

15600—01, 16,
15824—25, 26,
16908—09, 10,
16161—62, 63,
16203—04, 19,
16300—01, 02,
16411—12, 21,

83, 84,
16509—10, 11,
16676—77, 82,
167256—-26, 27,
16809—10, 21,
17271—72, 76,
17306—07, 16,
17502—03, 04,
17600—01, 33,
17703-—04, 13,
1780001, 06,

17902—03, 04,
99

18000—01, 02,
52, 53,

18100—01, 02,
18244—45, 53,
18303—04, 05,
18402—03, 04,
19049—50, 51,
19102—03, 77,
19219—20, 23,
19306—07, 08,
19450—51, 60,
19512—13, 14,
19682—83, 84,

12,
74,
20,
12,
35,
47,
67,
07,

21,
16,

19,
88,
a1,

17
27,
11
G4

20,
03,
23,
85,
12,
83,
28,
22
76,
23,
05,
34,
14,
07,
05,

04,
55,
03,
54,
06,
05,
52,
78,
24,
09,
61,
15,
85,

17, 18, 23, 24, 25, 26, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 38, 47, 48, 49,
75, 76

37, 38, 47, 48, 49, 66, 67, 89, 90, 91, 92

40, 41, 42, 43, 58, 59, 68, 69, 72, 73, 84, 85

56, 57

48, 53, 54

80, 81, 82, 83

30, 31, 32, 33, 54, 55, 56, 57, 66, 67, 76, 77, 94, 95

26, 27, 28, 29, 44, 45, 58, 59, 70, 71, 79, 80
33, 34, 51, 52

41, 42, 43, 44, 49, 50, 51, 61, 62, 63, 64, 73, 74, 75, 76, 85,
97, 98, 99
29 33 40, 41, 42, 43, 64, 65, 66, 67, 80, 81, 82, 83, 88, 89,

18, 19, 38, 39, 64, 65, 66, 67
38, 39, 40, 41, 46, 47, 48, 49, 68, 69, 70, 71, 88, 89, 90, 91
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, 31, 36, 37, 38, 39

30, 64, 65, 84, 85

95, 96, 97, 98

23, 24, 35, 36, 37, 38, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 79, 80, 81, 82,
86

13, 14, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 42, 43, 44, 45

84, 85, 95, 96

29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36

23, 24

77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 90, 91

24

10, 17, 18, 62, 63, 74, 75

35, 36, 62, 63, 64, 65, 74, 75, 91, 92

15, 16, 74, 75, 76, 77, 92

22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 46, 47, b2, 53, 58, 69, 72, 73, 78, 79
73, 74, 75, 76, 81, 82, 85, 86, 87, 88, 91, 92, 95, 96, 97, 98,

13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 40, 41, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, b1,
67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 88, 90, 91

04, 05, 28, 29, 41, 42, 47, 48, 71, 72, 73, T4

71, 72, 91, 92, 93, 94

15, 16, 23, 24, 29, 30, 39, 40, 41, 42, 53, 64, 66, 67, 92, 93
16, 17, 26, 27, 47, 48

90, 91, 92, 93

79, 80

29, 30, 31

10, 11, 12, 13, 67, 68, 69, 70, 86, 87, 88, 89, 94, 95, 96, 97
71, 72, 73, 74, 83, 84, 85, 86, 91, 92, 98, 99

16, 17, 24, 33, 34, 35, 36, 39, 40

86
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Star and number over #1 number under #170:

19748—49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, T4, 81, 82

19814—15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 33, 36, 37, 42, 43, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89,
90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 99

19900—01, 02, 09, 10, 13, 14, 17, 18, 23, 24, 39, 40, 60, 61, 70, 71, 74, 75, 82,
83, 84, 85, 92, 93, 96, 97

20002—03, 06, 07, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 24

20118—19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 66, 67, 76, 77, 83, 84, 99

20200—07, 08, 23, 24

20301—02, 15, 16, 29, 30, 39, 40, 49, 50, 53, 54, 63

20777—78, 79, 80, 85, 86, 87, 88, 97, 98, 99

20800—07, 08, 09, 10, 67, 58, 59

Plates not used:
14137
14516
15452
15520
16229
17509
17793
18003—b5H4
19498
19687
19832

#579—Two Cent, Carmine. Washington. Rotary Press Coil Waste.
No Wmk. Perf. 11 Horizontally by 10 Vertically.

Issued February 28, 1923,

We have also placed this stamp out of its numerical sequence because the
date of issue is of great importance in properly understanding the searcity of
this variety. It was issued a short time after the ordinary variety and no doubt
before numerous Post Offices had placed the new designs on sale. There being
little knowledge of the issuance of coil waste and as the horizontal perforations
were the same as the flat plate stamps these were almost entirely overlooked
and only a small supply saved. The scarcity of this variety is evidenced by the
desirability of used as well as mint copies. Being coil waste they are nsunally
poorly perforated, well centered copies, especially in blocks, are almost rarities.

These stamps were made from 170 subject sheets originally intended for
sidewise coils but because of short lengths or minor defects were not so used and
were issued in sheets of 100 and 70 subjeets. They received the vertical 10
gauge perforation, while part of the long roll, and were then perforated 11 on
the flat plate machines. The plate markings consist of a star and number, which
appeared over the first stamp on the plate. Being curved sidewise on the plates
the designs are wider than the flat plate stamps and the same height. TInaceu-
rate perforation gauges might cause confusion between this variety and later
issue perforated 11x10%%, but a measure of the size should oversome this, as the
later variety having been curved endwise is longer than this stamp and the flat
plate issue and same width as the flat bed printing but narrower than this type
of issue.

Shades: Carmine, deep carmine.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Recut eye #14731 #3—See #599,
¢: Block of four showing joint line between.
d: Damaged Plate #14730-14757 # 3—See #599,

Plates used:
14098—99
14109—10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25, 26, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 38, 47, 48, 49,
50, 73, 74, 75, 76
14203—04, 19, 20, 37, 38, 47, 48, 49, 66, 67, 89, 90, 91, 92
14304—05, 11, 12, 40, 41, 42, 43, 58, 59, 68, 69, 72, 73, 84, 85
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14416—17, 34, 35, 56, 57

14517—37, 38, 47, 48, 53, 54

14664—66, 66, 67, 80, 81, 82, 83

14704—05, 06, 07, 30, 31, 32, 33, 54, 66, 56, 57, 66, 67, 76, 77, 94, 95
14864—65

14914—15, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, 29, 44, 45, 68, 69, 70, 71, 79

15003—04, 15, 33, 34, 51, b2

15142

15392—93

15419—41, 49, 51, 61, 62, 63, 64, 73, 74, 75, 76, 85, 86, 87, 88, 97, 98, 99
15500—31, 32, 33, 40, 42, 64, 66, 67, 80, 82, 83, 88, 89

15601—16, 19, 39, 64, 67

15840—41, 47, 48, 49, 68, 69, 88, 89, 90, 91

15910—19, 20, 21

#595—Two Cent, Carmine. Washington. Rotary Press Coil Waste.
No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued February 28, 1923,

This is another variety of coil waste, but unlike No. 579 it had not previous-
Iy been perforated. These were therefore perforated both horizontally and verti-
cally on flat bed machines especially set to take this type of sheet.

The total supply was very limited and as most dealers and collectors who
had knowledge of their having been issued failed to obtain sufficient copies while
current it has become exceedingly scarce. Many collectors failed entirely to
notice this variety as the perforations were the same as the flat plate issue and
the only obvious differences is in the width, as these were from sidewise coils.
Furthermore most of the copies being very poorly centered they were used for
postage and discarded.

To further limit the amount saved by philatelists the Bureau suddently
ceased issuing coil waste with searcely any philatelic publicity. This change of
policy was entirely due to the efforts of certain outstanding collectors who rea-
lized the hardship to the average collector, as the distribution was limited and
the output small. They believed it to be carrying the program of economy too
far and as such a reflection against the Government in the eyes of collectors all
the world over. Alvin W. Hall, Director of the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing, having been shown the attitude of collectors, gave instructions that all
further coil waste be treated as such and be destroyed. This attitude on the
part of the officials of the Bureau and Post Office Department again illustrates
their high regard for philatelists. .

This variety is the most desirable regularly issued two cent stamp in this
group. Well eentered copies, especially in blocks of four, are even scarcer than
similar copies of No. 579. Like the other coil waste these were issued in sheets
of 70 and 100 subjects, with the plate number and open star above the first
stamp of the plate.

Shades: Carmine, deep carmine,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Recut eve #14731—#3. See #599.
e: Damaged Plate 14730 # 3—See # 599,
Plates used:
14098—89
14109—10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25, 26, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 38, 47, 48, 49,
50, 74, 75, 76
14203—04, 19, 20, 37, 38, 47, 48, 49, 66, 67, 89, 90, 92
14304—05, 11, 40, 41, 43, 58, 59, 68, 69, 73, 84
14416—17, 34, 36, 56, 6T
145617—38, 47, 48, 53, b4
14664—65, 66, 67, 80, 81, 82, 83
14704—05, 06, 07, 30, 31, 33, 56, 66, 76, 54, 95
14864
14914—20, 21, 26
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#977—Two Cent, Carmine. Washington. No Wmk. Imperf.
Issued March 20, 1923.

Certain types of vending and affixing machines made it necessary for the
Department to issue imperforate stamps that could be made into privately perf-
orated coils. There remained but one manufacturer of the ‘‘private perfs”’
and their needs were rather limited due to the increased use of Government
coils as well as the elimination of stamps by the use of ‘‘metered mail.”’

The Philatelic Agency had this stamp on sale and a great part of those is-
sued reached philatelic hands. The introduction of the three thousand subjeet
coil in December, 1927 made the further issnance of imperforate stamps unnee-
essary and the practice was discontinued. The supply on hand at the Agency,
however, remained on sale until depleted. The last imperforate stamps at the
Agency were sold just prior to the elose of the fiscal yvear of 1930, '

Although this variety was on sale for more than seven years most collectors
and dealers failed to fill their needs while the stamps were obtainable in spite of
the publication in the philatelic press of the disecontinuance of this type of issue
with the introduction of the new coil. As a result this stamp, though far more
common than the one cent of this series, is more desirable than the previous
imperforate variety,

The star plates used for the perferated stamps were also used for some of
the sheets of this variety. Only one type of star plate was used, however, that
having the large five pointed star at the right. The issuance of imperforate
star plate being considerably smaller than the other plate number blocks show-
ing the star are more desirable than on the perforated copies. The Bureau
issued 86,085,600 of these stamps, that is more than either of the other values
and more than twice as many as the one cent.

Shades: Rose carmine, carmine, deep carmine,

Varieties: a: Usual imperf sheet varieties. (See One Cent #5675).
b: Plate number blocks.
¢: Star plate number blocks.

Plates used:
14177—78, 79, 80, 95, 96, 97, 98
14323—32, 34
14536
147569—60, 61, 63, 64, 88
14820—21, 22, 23

15686—90
15836—43
156970—71
16096—497, 98, 99
16104

Star plates—TFive pointed star below upper right plate number,
17608—77, 79
17728—31, 40, 41, 42, 43, 45, 46, 48
17875—76, 91
18197—98, 99
18200—06, 07, 08, 17, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28

#606—Two Cent, Carmine. Washington. Rotary Press Coil,
No Wmk. Perf. 10 Horizontally. Coiled Endwise.

Issued December 31, 1923,

We have placed this stamp in its chronological rather than numerical se-
quence as it was issued several months before No. 583, in spite of its higher cata-
log number, which is more indicative of artistic album spacing than historical
alignment.
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The demand for endwise coils had been constantly growing smaller and
there was no need of this stamp until almost a year after the sidewise coil had
been of necessity issued in the new design. Like other endwise rotary press
coils it was printed from 150 subject endwise plates with the resultant line after
every fifteenth stamp. As in the one cent endwise coil a second plate number
was added adjacent to stamp No. 10 on the later plates.

Shades: Carmine, rose carmine, bright carmine,
Varieties: Usual endwise rotary press varieties, (See one cent, # 604.)

Plates used: Star and number next to F141.
14155—56
15193—94
15243—44, 45, 46
175670—71, 72, 73

187565—58
19286—87, 89
19371
Star and plate number next to # 141 number next to #10.
20428—29

Plate not used: 19288

+#583—Two Cent, Carmine. Washington. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 10.

Issued April 14, 1924,

The experiment tried of printing and precancelling the one cent stamps in
one operation on the rotary press having been found suceessful as a labor saving
method by which stamps could be produced at a smaller cost, it was introduced
for this value.

In 1923 before the adoption of the rotary press for printing and precancel-
ling this value the Bureau had for a while experimented with a method first
tried in 1906(') but for a different reason. A separate die was made in which
the name ‘*New York’’ was cut across the face. This was eut in very deep as it
was felt that it would take up so muech ink that it would appear almost black
in contrast to the remainder of the design. This was not found to be as satis-
factory as the rotary press method and abandoned. Two fifty subject plates,
No. 14634—35, were made for precancelling ‘‘Chicago, I1L.7" in the latter part
of July, 1923, but these were also disregarded.

Most of the earlier stamps of this variety were precancelled, those issued
without an overprint were at first only sold at the Agency. It was not until
early in 1926 that this variety had generally replaced the flat plate printings.
The large quantity reaching philatelic hands through the Agency coupled with
the low face value made this stamp less desirable than might be expected of a
variety that was only in general use for about one year.

As might be expeeted of this type of printing various collectors have report-
ed finding copies on ““double paper.”” This is a roll ““paste-up’ of the ends of
two rolls of paper. To give this ‘‘paste-up’’ sufficient strength so as not to tear
apart on the machine this extends over a space equal to four to six stamps
placed endwise. As a result these portions of the continuous lengths are ““dou-
ble paper’’ which is always horizontal to the design on rotary press sheet stamps
which are eurved and printed endwise. These are generally discovered by in-
spectors at the Bureau and seldom reach philatelic hands. The blocks or strips
showing part on double paper and part single are more desirous than the ordi-
nary double paper pairs of blocks, which in themselves are far from common.

(1) See introduction series 1902-03 Vol. I
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This variety was printed from both types of plates, the earlier ones having
the horizontal guides in the vertical center gutter while the later ones had the
short guide lines in the extreme ends of the horizontal and vertical gutters
with a short eross in the center of the plate.

Shades: Rose carmine, bright carmine, carmine, deep carmine, dark carmine, lake.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Double paper.
¢: Inside marginal blocks showing horizontal guides.
d: Double Transfer,
The entire left side is doubled. Position unknown. (Illustrated.)

Double Transfer
of
Entire Left Side

Position Unknown

Plates used:
Type A Marginal guides:
15412—13
15518—19, 34, 35, 62, 63
15610—11, 20, 21
15764—65
15900—01

Type B Marginal guides:

15802—03, 20, 21, 22, 23

15902—03

16262—63, 70, 71, 86, 87

16304—05

16413—14, 15, 16, 63, 64

16749—50

17273—74, 84, 85

17306—21, 22, 65, 66

17400—01, 73, 74, 98, 99

17500—01, 07, 08

17856—b7

17914—165, 36, 36, 49, 50, 59, 60, 65, 66, 69, 70, 71, 72, 77, 78, 79, 80, 93, 94

18005—06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 42, 43, 44, 45, 56, 57, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66,
92, 93, 94, 95

18124—25, 39, 40, 61, 62

18231—32, 33, 34, 40, 41, 42, 43, 51, 52, 73, 74, 83, 84, 89, 90, 95, 96

18301—02, 17, 18, 29, 30, 37, 38, 43, 44, 51, 52, 55, b6, 63, 64, 68, 69,

18517—18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34, 35, 37, 48, 49, 84, 85, 86, 87,
88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93

18602—03, 03, gﬁ. 10, 11, 16, 17, 20, 21, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 64, 65, 56, 67, b8,
59, 60, 61

18763—64, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 87, 88, 95, 96, 97, 98

18801—02, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 26, 27, 28, 29, 34, 35, 36, 37, 52, 53,
56, 67, 58, 59, 62, 63, 64, 65, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78,
79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 95, 96

18901—02, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 39, 40, 43

Plates not used:

17304
18406—07
18536
18960—61
19012

19452
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#583—Two Cent, Carmine. Washington. Rotary Press Booklet.
No Wmk. Perf. 10.

Issued August 27, 1926.

In the early part of 1917 the Post Office ordered some curved booklet plates
for use on the rotary presses but these were never finished and were finally can-
celled in 1924. The saving in the cost of printing by rotary press over the flat
plates being well recognized and the objections to rotary press printed stamps
having been overcome it was decided to again experiment with this form of

issue.

On July 22, 1925 the first of these curved plates, No. 17450—51, were certi-
fied but not immediately put to press. On May 13, 1926 two more plates, No.
18550—51, were certified. Both pairs of plates were first put to use June 9,
1926. These first four plates used for these stamps were experimental to ascer-
tain the correct plate set-up for proper printing of booklets from eurved plates,
and had a slightly wider spacing than those that followed.

On these plates the numbers appear only on the side as on the ordinary
rotary press sheet stamps and on the booklets they were cut off in trimming the
side margins while making individual panes. The first two plates were used for
making 31,895 sheets of 360 subjects and were then cancelled, (this figure does
not include those spoiled.) The other pair of experimental plates made 61,991

sheets of 360 subjects and then were also cancelled.

The rotary press booklet stamps being curved endwise on the plates are
22.5mm high in place of 21.5 for the flat plate stamps. This variety was only
current for a very short time and almost entirely overlooked by collectors, most
of them were not aware of their having been issued. This is the most desirable
six subject booklet pane of the {wentieth century and has been searce almost

sinee first issued.
Shades: Carmine, deep carmine.

Varieties: a: Excepting plate number pane, usual 360 subject varieties from two
plates only.
b: Ordinary panes.
¢: Off centered pane showing plate number at side.

Plates used:
17450—51
18550—51

18695—96, 97, 98
18705—06
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#634—Two Cent, Carmine. Washington. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 11 by 10%5.

Issued December 10, 1926,

The users of stamps as well as postal clerks had for some time complained
about the difficulty of separating the perforated 10 stamps and the Bureau
recognizing the truth of these complaints had for some time been experiment-
ing with a new type of perforator to increase the eut section between stamps.
The old method had required considerable strength in the perforated sheets so
that they would not fall apart. This new machine which is known as the bar
and wheel type, reduced the tension on the perforator and made it possible fo
increase the horizontal perforations to eleven and the vertical to 1015. Pre-
vious experience with perforation 11 vertical on rotary press stamps had been
found unsatisfactory and this compromise between ten and eleven was found
neither too strong nor too fragile.

As in 1915 (No. 461) the new perforation was first tried on the two cent
stamp. It was first issued at Washington, D. C., on December 10, 1926. Twen-
ty million copies were also sent to New York for a practical test by postal elerks
and large users of this denomination. This variety proved entirely satisfactory
to these distributors and consumers and it was adopted as standard for all fur-
ther issues of rotary press sheet stamps.

In 1930 a block of twenty-five from the upper right pane of plate No.
18959 with plate number attached was found in which the upper two and a half
horizontal rows were on double paper and the balance were ordinary. This
block is of great interest as it clearly indicates the pressure extended by the
breaker rolls which help keep the sheets flat. On the section covered by the
double paper the breaker bars have eracked the surface of the stamp while on
the other copies these bars are only obvious on the back. In the latter part of
1930 a horizontal block of twenty was found showing plate No. 19930 in which
there was a double horizontal row of perforations between the two rows of ten
stamps with the balance of the pane normal. One sheet was found in which
one pair was imperforate between and is the only one of this type of perfora-
tion error ever found on the rotary press stamps. A block was also found with
a full vertical gutter between two pairs caused by a fold over when the four
hundred subject sheets were cut into post office panes. These too are very rare.

The new die that was mentioned under No. 599 (2 Cent sidewise coil) was
first used on plates Nos. 19644—45—19744—45—47 and 48 and most likely also
on the later plates. This new die was no doubt made for sidewise rocking in of
the design and resulted in the shifts on these and later plates to be at the sides
instead of the top or bottom,

Barly in February 1935 the Burean of Engraving and Printing made initial
deliveries of two cent stamps perforated by use of the photo electrie cells. These
stamps were printed from special plates having a series of heavy vertical dashes,
about 35 of an inch long, spaced about 14 of an inch apart, which are in the
entire length of the sheet in the center of the vertical gutter. These dashes
affect the ‘‘electric eye’” which due to the density of the light eauses the paper
to shift forward or backward, to right or to left to obtain more perfect center-
ing. When the experiment was started there were but two plate numbers on
the plate—opposite No. 10 U. R. and No. 100 L. R. The issued stamps from
the first pair of plates 21149-50 have the usual four plate numbers. These how-
ever are opposite the third row of stamps from the top and bottom of the full
sheet. Omne pair of plates 21200-01 were diagram plates used for further experi-
ments and contained only outlines of the size of the stamp. At the time of writ-
ing two more plates have been reported as having gone to press.

Shades: Pale carmine, bright carmine, carmine, deep carmine,
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Plate number block, side only.
Double paper,
Double perforations.

: Vertical pair imperf between,

Block with vertical gutter between.,

Shifted transfer, Left inside frame line doubled outward.

Defective transfer Plate #19951 LR # 99, The upper left corner is
weak with many of the lines incomplete.

Defective transfer of lower right corner. 19989 L.R. #66. (Illus-
trated.)

Defective transfer of the left inside frame line, #20234 L.L. #50.
(Illustrated.) There are numerous other defective transfers in the
COTners., L%

Broken Relief. Breaks in U.R. corner. (Illustrated.)

Relief Break

Plate Flaw Recut
20234 LI, #58

Recut chin # 20234 LL #58. Lines on chin and neck recut. (Illus-
trated.) This was recut to remove gash on chin. (Illustrated.)

Electric eye marginal blocks showing vertical dashes.

Plates used: Type B marginal guides:
18043—44, 61, 95

18139

18231—32, 34, 43, 84

18368—69

18517—20, 29, 84, 86, 88

18610—11, 16, 17, 20, 21, 28, 29, 30, 33, 55, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61

18763—64, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 87, 88, 95, 96, 97, 98

18801—02, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 26, 27, 28, 29, 34, 35, 36, 37, 52, 53,

56, 57, 58, 59, 62, 63, 64, 65, 68, 69, 70, T1, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, T8,
79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 95, 96

18901—02, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48,

49, 50, 61, 52, 53, 54, 59, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73,
74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92,
93, 94, 95, 96

19009—10, 11, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33,

34, 43, 44, 45, 46, 53, 54, 55, 56, 59, 60, 70, 71, 74, 75, 80, 81, 86, 87,
94, 95



66 Unitep StaTeEs Postace Stayes or 1oE 2018 CENTURY

19107—08, 09, 10, 15, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 57, 58, 59, 60,
65, 66, 67, 68, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 95, 96, 97,

98

1920304, 05, 06, 09, 10, 11, 12, 21, 22, 27, 28, 32, 33, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45,
50, 51, 52, 53, 68, 59, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 84, 85

19304—05, 18, 19, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47,
48, 49, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 98, 99

19400—01, 02, 03, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 24, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37,
46, 47, 48, 49, 53, b4, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82

195618—19

19644—45

19744—45, 46, 47, 92, 93

19810—11, 12, 13, 56, 57, 58, 59, 66, 67, 95, 96, 97, 98

19903—04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 11, 12, 15, 16, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32,
37, 38, 49, 50, 51, 52, 55, 56, 58, 59, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 76, 77, 78,
749, 80, 81, 86, 87, 88, 89, 94, 95, 98, 99

20000—01, 02, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 25, 26

20146—47, 50, 51, 54, 55, 78, 79, 85, 86

20201—02, 05, 06, 21, 22, 33, 34, 43, 44, 55, 56, 85, 86, 95, 96, 97, 98

20303—04, 21, 22, 31, 32, 41, 42, 47, 48, 51, 52, 82, 83

20529—30, 31, 32, 41, 42

21147—48

Electric Eye Plates

21149—50
21367—68

Plates not used:

19012
19452
21200—01 (Electric Eye Diagram plates)

#634—Two Cent, Carmine. Washington Booklet Pane. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x1014.

Issued February 25, 1927.

The printing of booklet panes by the rotary press having been found satis-
factory was continued. The change in the perforations for the sheet stamps
having been approved by the public was also introduced for booklet panes as
they facilitated the ease with which single stamps could be removed from the
panes.

These plates had no guide lines and the only positions obtainable are those
containing plate numbers. These, however, are generally cut off in dividing
the 360 subject sheets into panes of six. They are generally found to the left
of the upper or lower left stamps. The right plate numbers are to the right of
the upper or lower right stamp but are almost non-existent on the issued stamps
as the right margin is generally the first to be trimmed in the making of book-
let panes.

Shades: Carmine, bright carmine.

Varieties: a: Plate number panes.
b: Normal panes.

Plates used:

18662—63, 95, 96, 97, 98

18705—06, 07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21
18842-—43, 44, 45

19183—84, 93, 94, 99

19200—T74, 76, 76, 77, 78, 79

19314—15, 16, 17, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62

19404—085, 06, 07, 08, 09
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19760—61, 62, 63

1983485, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51
19962—63, 72, 73, 90, 91

20041—42, 96, 97

20100—01, 06, 07, 10, 11, 16, 17, 24, 25

#660—Two Cent, Carmine. Washington. Overprinted Xans.
Rotary Press. No Wmk. Perf, 11x10%5.

Issued April 16, 1929,

Like the one and a half cent stamp overprinted for use in Kansas this
stamp was first used at Colby on April 16, 1929. As might be expected this
value was issuned in a larger quantity than any other, in fact more than all the
others combined. Tlere were several printings and twelve plates were used for
these overprinted stamps, of which four plate numbers, No. 19273, 1943031
and 19447 are scarcer than the others,

In spite of the large quantity issued only one pane was found showing the
wide spacing between vertical pairs.

Shades: Carmine, bright carmine,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Pair with 31-32mm spacing between overprints.

Plates used:

19174—75

19273

19379—83, 84, 85, 98
19430—31, 36, 47

Quantity issued: 87,410,000

#671—Two Cent, Carmine. Washington. Overprinted Nebr. Rotary
Press. No Wmk. Perf. 11x1015.

Issued April 15, 1929,

This stamp was first issued at Harlington, Nebr. on April 15, 1929. Like
the two cent Kansas stamp this value was issued in a larger quantity than all
others prepared for use in Nebraska. There was also only one worthwhile over-
print variety, the wide spacing. Only one pane was said to have been found.

Right plates were used for printing these stamps but no plate number
blocks have been found to be especially scaree.

Shades: Carmine, bright carmine,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Pair with 31-32mm spacing between overprints.

Plates used:

18990

19059
19204—05, 33
19378
19430—31

Quantity issued: 73,220,000
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Quantities of two cent stamps, ser
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the fiscal year ending June 30th :

1923 . .
1924 |

1926

1926 . .

1927

1928 . .
1929 .
1930 .
1931 .
1932 .
1933 . .
18934 | .

|

923

.

: This includes 5,
with one cent 1512,

11924: This include

Ordinary
3,064,254

..b,784,872,189

.7,423,849,488

..8,685,780,100

.8,206,353,200
.8,613,540,580
.7,932,482,900

. 7.560,560.600
. .1.533.329.700

.3,125,241,000
35,050,000
888,993,600

with one cent 1912,

Ordinary
Precanceled
88,010,000
93,050,000
60,140,000
66,520,000
58,390,000
66,180,000
69,840,000
57,190,000
34,530,000
19,870,000
30,880,000

Coil

915,416,500
1,893,627,000
1,965,285.500
2,314.750,500
2,541,473.500
2,840,726,500
2,822,822.000
2,693,188.000
2,584,496.500
1,849,518,000

50,065,000

439,043,500

NOTES

Coil

Precanceled
28,410,500
29,050,000
14,767,600
9,387,500
15,970,000
17,117,500
16,245,500
7,229,000
8,138,000
2,117,500
9,667,500

s 7,874,640 two cent stamps of series of 1922 issued

les of 1922, issued to Postmasters during

Booklets

225,5664,160%
654,351,120¢
690,668,040
918,936,480
922,742,280
978,428,160
933,826,920
921,248,520
851,169,720
616,671,000
14,142,720
24,513,600

661,360 two cent stamps of series of 1922 issued In combination

in combination
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THREE CENT STAMPS GROUPED
#555—Three Cent, Violet. Portrait of Lincoln. No Wmk. Perf. 11.
Issued February 12, 1923.
The first design for the three cent stamp contemplated the use of a portrait
of President Harrison, (illustrated) which had last appeared on the thirteen

cent series of 1902. However, this was changed before the designs were ap-
proved and a portrait of Lincoln was used in the same frame as the lower values.

BEarly Design for 3 Cent Stamp.

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used.

This stamp was first issued on the anniversary of Lincoln’s birthday at
Hodgenville, Larue County, Kentucky, the birthplace of the former President,
and for the convenience of collectors also at the Philatelic Agency, Washington,
D. C. The birthplace of the former President being an extremely small town
there was a much smaller demand for first day covers than in almost any value,
it having been reported by R. B. Thurman, the postmaster, that only 500 letters
or packages were mailed the day of issue from his office bearing the new stamp.
There are no known figures of first day covers from Washington but the number
available in comparison to those from Hodgenville indicate the former to be far
more common, .

The origin of the portrait of Lincoln as deseribed by the Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing is as follows: ‘“‘One steel engraving was made in 1869 by an
engraver of the Bureau whose name was not recorded. There is nothing on file
to indicate the name of the photograph or painting from which the engraving
was copied. Tn 1899 G. F. C. Smillie, a portrait engraver of the Burean, made
a small steel engraving of Lincoln following a photographic reduction of the
original Lineoln portrait.”” This stamp was designed by C. A. Huston and en-
graved by J. Eissler and E. M. Hall, of the Bureau.

The original printing of this stamp was from plate No. 14297 which was
the only one finished in time to have copies ready for distribution by February
12th. The first printing was in a bluish violet and is much scarcer than the
later ones which had a more reddish ecast.

Two star plates were made but none of these went to press. These had a five
pointed star below the upper right side plate number. All stamps of this de-
nomination issued from flat plates had standard spacing.
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The rate of one and one half cents per ounce for third eclass mail which
went into effect April 15, 1925, greatly increased the demand for this value for
circulars weighing two ounces and it was issued in constantly inecreasing quan-
tities in all varieties. The use of this value for ‘‘return receipt requested’’ on
registered letters especially during the days of the stock market boom also great-
ly increased the usefulness of this denomination.

Shades: Bluish violet, violet, bright violet, deep violet, dark violet, reddish violet,
bright red violet, deep red violet.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.

Plates used:

14296—97, 98, 99
14734—35, 36, 37
15171—72, 73, T4
1556560—51, b2, 53

15725

16399

16400—01, 02, 73, 74, 75, 76
16666—67, 68, 69
16709—10, 11, 12, 69, 70
17921—22, 23, 24, 25
18120—21, 22, 23

Plates not used:
16783—84
17926
18149—50, 51, 52
18434—35, 36, 73, 74, 75

Star plates not used:
16771—72, 81, 82

#600—Three Cent, Violet. Lincoln. Rotary Press Coil. No Wmk.
Perf. 10 Vertically. Coiled Sidewise.

Issued May 10, 1924,

This variety was not issued until more than a year after the flat plate sheets
of the new design, as there was but little demand for this value, especially in
coils. They were first placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency and were not
generally distributed until some time later. The increase in postal rates in 1925
for third class mail effected the demand for this coil and they were issued in
much larger quantities, especially precancelled.

In 1932 the first class rate was increased to three cents per ounce or fraction
thereof and although a new three cent stamp was issued the inereased demand
for this value depleted all supplies of this coil. Before collectors became aware
of their scarcity even the supply at the ageney had become exhausted. It is
therefore more desirable than any other coil in this group.

There is only one variety of importance on this stamp which fortunately is
from the top row of a plate and has been found on offcenter strips showing plate
number 18841, On the seventh stamp to the right of a joint line the top of
Linecoln’s head is very faint with almost no shading lines in the hair over the
center of the head. This most likely was caused by a low spot on the plate.

Shades: Pale violet, violet, bright violet, deep violet.

Varieties: a: Usual sidewise coil varieties. (See 1 Cent #597.)
b: Defective transfer at top of head # 7 plate # 18841,

Plates used:
Star and number over stamp #1
14720—21
16425—26
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17434—35
17906—07, 08, 09
18799

18800—07, 08, 38, 39, 40, 41

Star and number over # 1 and number under #170
20376—T77

#4584 Three Cent, Violet. Lincoln. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 10.

Issued August 1, 1925,

This was the last of the values below the six eent to be issued from rotary
press plates. The demand for this value having increased, the less expensive
and faster method of precancelling and printing was introduced.

As in the other values these were first perforated ten gauge and issued in
100 subject sheets precancelled. They were first obtainable only at the Phila-
telic Ageney in mint condition. Those first issued to postmasters were precan-
celled, and were not in general use without precancelling until about a year
after they had been placed on sale at the Agency for the benefit of stamp col-
leetors and dealers. Though they were in general use for about a year and a
half not as many well centered copies were saved by collectors as might have
been expected and this variety is more desirable than those from the flat plates.

Shades: Light violet, violet, bright violet, deep violet,
Varieties: Plate number blocks, side only,

Plates used:
17155—56, 61, 62

17434—356

17511—12, 68, 69
17616—53

17898—99

17900—01

18114—15

18379—80

1843940, 45, 46, 57, 58
18791—92

18803—04

#635—Three Cent, Violet. Lincoln. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x10%%.

Issued February 3, 1927.

This was the first low value to be issued in this perforation after the success
of the two cent so perforated had been established.

This stamp is of interest to the specialists because of the wide variations of
shades of violet. As eertain printings were entirely prepared for issue precan-
celled there is one scarce shade, a pale lilac that is not known to exist except in
this condition. Another printing which was used for issue in mint form appear-
ed in a light violet, which is somewhat darker than the preeancelled stamp but
much lighter than any of the others. Only a small supply of this shade was
saved and it is the most desirable of the lot.

Tn July 1932 the first class rate was increased to three cents per ounce and
in anticipation of the inereased demand for this value a larger quantity was
issued during the fiscal year of 1932 than any other year while this design was
in use in spite of the large quantity of this value of the Bicentennial issue and
the three cent 1932 design, which were also issued. The following year the bal-
ance of the stock at the Bureau was shipped to postmasters and soon disappeared
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from post office stocks. During the first half of the fiscal yvear of 1934 (July 1
to Dee. 31, 1933) no Lincoln stamps were available for shipment and this stamp
became scarce as there was no supply in the hands of dealers or collectors.

As February 12, 1934 would be the 125th anniversary of Lineoln’s birth
there was a strong demand for this stamp for use on covers to be mailed on that
day. At the insistence of collectors for this stamp the Postmaster General or-
dered the Burean of Engraving and Printing to re-issue this stamp which had
been supplanted as the eurrent issue by the three cent Stuart portrait of Wash-
ington, and on January 20, 1934, it was officially announced that the Lineoln
stamp would be re-issued. All old plates having been cancelled it was necessary
that two new omnes be prepared, being numbered 21185-86.

These new stamps first appeared February Tth, and as there was no advance
notice few ‘‘first day covers’ were prepared. These, however, would be of
doubtful value as there is no marked difference between these stamps and the
earlier issue except that the shade is somewhat deeper vet not sufficient to be a
positive identification of the re-issue,

Immediately after the stamps from the new plates had appeared eracks
were reported on the top row of the upper left and right panes. These were the
first examples of gripper slot eracks found on this issue.

Only a small printing was made from the new plates and plate number
blocks from these are more desirable especially since they are the only positive
evidence of the re-issue.

Shades: Pale lilac, (precanceled) light violet, violet, reddish violet, deep reddish
violet, dark violet (re-issue).

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, (side only,)

b: Cracked plate.
# 21185 UL Stage I Faint crack 7-8
Stage II Faint ecrack 4-5 and 7-8 (Illustrated.)
UR Crack to left of #1 (Illustrated.)
Crack 3-4 (Illustrated.)

LSH EET MARGIN

Lincoln Re-Issue Cracked Plate

Upper Left Pane
Plate 21185
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SHEET MARGIN

Lincoln Re-Issue Cracked Plate.

Upper Right Pane Plate 21185

Shifted Transfer at left. Position unknown (Illustrated.)
: Defective Transfer at left. Position unknown (Illustrated.)

a0

Shifted Defective
Transfer Transier
at Left at Left
Position Position
Unknown Unknown
Plates used:

18115—26, 27

18379—80

18439—40, 45, 46, 57, 58

18791—92

18803—04, 30, 31, 32, 33
19096—97, 98, 99
19111—12

20432—33

21185—S86 (re-issue.)

#661—Three Cent, Violet. Lincoln. Overprinted Kans. Rotary
Press. No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued April 16, 1929.

Like the two lower values this was also first issued at Colby, Kansas, on
April 16, 1929,

There was little eall for this value and it was issued in a much smaller quan-
tity than any of the lower values. In spite of the small issue one pane was found
without the overprint on one row,

Three plates were used for printing these stamps, of which 18804 is the
scarcest.

Shades: Violet, deep violet,
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Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Vertical pairs, one without surcharge.

Plates used:

18126
18803—04

Quantity issued: 2,540,000

+#672—Three Cent, Violet. Lincoln. Overprinted Nebr. Rotary
Press. No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued April 17, 1929,

Two towns share the first day honor for this stamp. It was first issued
April 17, 1929 at Auburn and Exeter, Nebraska.

The issue for use in Nebraska was even smaller than for Kansas, yet in spite
of the small issue both possible types of overprint varieties were found, one pane
was found without an overprint on one row and on another pane was found the
wide spacing (32mm.) between vertical rows.

Only two plates were used for printing these stamps. These two were also
used for the Kansas stamps.

Shades: Violet, bright violet.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Vertical pairs one without surcharge.
¢: Vertical pairs 31—32mm. between overprint.

Plates used: 18803-04
Quantity issued: 2,110,000

Quantities of three cent stamps issued to Postmasters, as reported by the Director of
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal years ending June 30th:

Ordinary Ordinary Coil Coil
Precanceled Precanceled

JI2wvvam s 6 115,100 - - - - — -

1924, 0evaas 76,012,589 - - 807,000 —_

OO0 < i ¢ 151,082,888 - 10,566,500 -
1928 . winz eovn 178,169,300 107,030,000 26,608,000 24,720,000
B A ——— 159,864,600 83,680,000 36,382,000 23,825,000
1928, venvnmas 157,694,700 82,620,000 17,622,500 9,730,000
b E D2 148,768,400 73,020,000 17,490,000 13,462,500
930w aimmas 146,311,300 89,080,000 18,049,500 13,697,500
1931 canaasas 140,803,200 66,080,000 12,261,500 17,005,000
O3 2 cenvamann 341,608,400 58,910,000 268,745,500 11,282,600
1983 o 133,466,200 13,800,000 90,659,000 4,010,500

19345 aeoian 98,266,500 — == —_—
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FOUR CENT STAMPS GROUPED
#956—Four Cent, Brown. Martha Washington. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued January 15, 1923,

After a lapse of almost fifteen years Martha Washington, to ‘‘commemorate
the pioneer womanhood of America,”” again appeared on one of our postage
stamps. TIn this series, however, she was placed on the four cent stamp in place
of the eight cent, which no longer served the special purpose of registry, and
was so afforded a higher tribute. In spite of this more prominent position
Martha Washington was replaced less than ten years later by another portrait,
the first of this series to be changed.

The portrait of Martha Washington was engraved by L. S. Schofield, E. M.
Weeks, E. M. Hall and L, Kanfman, of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,
after a painting by Gilbert Stuart. The frame design is the same as the other
values except that the numerals ““4’* appear in the ovals in both lower corners
with the name ‘‘Martha Washington’ on the ribbon below the portrait. This
stamp, as well as the one-half cent, are the only designs in thie series where the
surname of the subject appeared on the stamp. Issued the same day as the two
cent stamp it was first placed on sale at the Post Office at Washington, D. C., as
well as at the Agency. It did not, however, have general cirenlation nuntil some
months later.

This stamp was first issued in a deep yellow brown shade, but before being
replaced by the rotary press printing it had appeared in numerous variations
of the reddish brown cast. The stamps from the first printing are more desir-
able than any of the others, followed by the light brown, which was also gener-
ally overlooked.

As in the three cent value several star plates were made but these never
went to press. The plates were all of the standard spacing with two plate num-
bers to each one hundred subjeet pane.

Shades: Yellow brown, deep vellow brown, light brown, brown, light reddish brown,
reddish brown, bright reddish brown.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Horizontal pair, imperf between, (Only one pair known.)
¢: Double Transfers, Positions unknown, (Illustrated.)

DOUBLE TRANSFERS

Positions Unknown
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Shifted Transfer

Position Unknown

d: Shifted Transfer, Upward displacement. Position unknown. (Illus-
trated.)

FPlates used:

14094—95, 96, 97
14796—97, 98, 99
15085—86, 87, 88
15219—20, 21, 22, b1, 52, 53, 5%
15626—27, 28, 29
16211—12, 13, 14
16335—36, 37, 38, 67, 68, 69, 70
Plates not used: Star plates
17157—58, 59, 60

Ordinary plates

18084—85, 86, 87
18153—b4, 55, 56
18469—70

#601—Four Cent, Brown. Martha Washington. Rotary Press Coil.
No Wmk. Perf. 10 Vertically. Coiled Sidewise.

Issued August 5, 1923.

It was almost six months after the issuance of this design of the four cent
in sheet stamps before the supply of the old issue of sidewise coils was depleted
and this stamp was of necessity issued.

The four cent stamp in coil form was in great demand and was issued in
constantly increasing quantities. Unlike the three cent the demand was much
greater for mint copies than those precancelled. This was mainly due to the
one and a half cent rate for third class mail, which made this value of little
use for mailing cireulars in quantities, for which pre-cancelled stamps were
generally used.

The large demand for this value necessitated numerous printings and this
coil is found in a wide range of shades, with yellowish brown and the deep red-
dish brown more desirable, though none are scarce. These being curved side-
wise on the plates are wider than the flat plate stamps. A line appears after
every seventeenth stamp.

Shades: Yellowish brown, pale brown, brown, reddish brown, deep reddish brown.
Varieties: Usual sidewise rotary coil varieties, (See One Cent 597.)

Plates used:
14189
14294
14321
17937—38, 39, 40

Plates not used:
14295
17983—384
18618—19, 24, 25
18819—20

90
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#585—Four Cent, Brown. Martha Washington. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 10.

Issued April 4, 1925,

The demand for this value in precancelled stamps which could be made at
considerable saving by the rotary press brought about its introduection in mint
condition. The precancelled stamps were issued during the early part of March
1925 and for the benefit of stamp collectors uncancelled copies were placed on
sale at the Agency April 4th. The original intention was not to issue these for
general use to other post offices. but the need of inereasing the production at
the Bureau without more help, as well as the efficiency of this method of produe-
tion soon led to their being issued for general use in place of the flat bed plate
stamps.

This stamp, though current for a little over two years, was in general use
for only about half of this time and collectors failed to obtain sufficient copies
while they were current and a much smaller quantity was saved for philatelists
than might be expected from the large quantity issued.

This stamp is especially interesting to specialists because of the numerous
distinet shades current at different times. Omne printing of this value resulted
in a very dark brown which is entirely different than any other. In spite of
the marked difference in color few collectors gave it any special attention and it
is much more desirable than any of the others.

Shades: Yellow brown, deep yellow brown, pale brown, light brown, reddish brown,
deep reddish brown, brown, very dark brown.

Varieties: Plate number blocks (side only.)

Plates used:

16079—380
16660—61
17436—37
17738—349, 60, 61
17989—90

18083

18365

#636—Four Cent, Brown. Martha Washington. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 10x1115,

Issued May 17, 1927,

The rotary press sheet stamps were satisfactory to the Bureau and the Post
Office Department but the postal clerks and users of the mails found the ten
perforated sheets too hard to separate. Their complaints led to experiments
which bronght about a new method of perforating which allowed a setting of
11 gauge for the horizontal and 1014 for the vertical perforations, This having
been found satisfactory for the two cent, as heretofore noted, it was adopted for
all of the lower values as soon as the supply on hand at the Bureau of the perf
10 sheets became exhausted.

This variety remained in use until 1930 when a new design was substituted.
It is famous for the tremendous variations in the shades of brown, which though
diffieult to list as distinet colors, are sufficiently different to satisfy an ordinary
collector interested in shade variations.

As is likely in all rotary press printings a sheet of 100 was found in which
the stamps in the bottom row were entirely on double paper, while the row im-
mediately above it was partly double paper and the remainder on single paper.
This double paper no doubt also covered the upper rows of the sheet which had
been below it on the roll as well as the other pair of sheets that would be in
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similar position on the remaining width of the paper roll. Though this is a
likely variety few are ever found and this smoll lot constitutes the only ones
known to have reached philatelic hands.

Shades: Pale brown, light brown, brown, deep brown, dark brown, vellowish brown,
light reddish brown, reddish brown, deep reddish brown.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, side only.
b: Double paper.
¢: Part double paper.

Plates used:

17761

17989—90
18038—39, 82, 83
18365

Plates not used:

18480—81
18793—94
18806—06

19147—48, 55, 66, 69, 70

#662—Four Cent, Brown. Martha Washington. Rotary Press.
Overprinted Kans. No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%4,

Issued April 16, 1929,

This value too was first issued at Colby, Kansas, on April 16. There were
no worthwhile varieties reported on this stamp although there were over 600,000
more than overprinted for use in Nebraska.

Shades: Brown, deep brown,
Varieties: Plate number bloche,
Plates used: 18038—82

Quantity issued: 2,290,000

#673—Four Cent, Brown. Martha Washington. Rotary Press.
Overprinted Nebr. No Wmk. Perf, 11x10%5,

Issued April 17, 1929,

This stamp was first used on April 17, 1929 at Pawnee City, Ravenna, and
‘Wohoo, Nebraska.

In the four cent stamps prepared for use in Nebraska one pane was found
with a spacing of 32mm. between overprints instead of the usual 22mm,

In spite of the much smaller quantity of four cent stamps overprinted for
Nebraska than for Kansas these are no more desirable.

Shades: Brown, deep brown.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Vertical pairs 31-32mm. between overprints.

Plates used: 18038—82
Quantity issued: 1,600,000
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Quantities of four cent, Martha Washington, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters,
as reported by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the
fiscal year ending June 30th:

Ordinary Coils

Ordinary Precanceled Coils Precanceled
I8 . v e 37,477,400 — — —_
1934 oo s 223,318,289 23,209,600 — —
LORR: s apnms 230,148,488 26,610,000 26,432,500 - -
TH28: cenwnves 208,142,600 53,630,000 31,614,500 10,467,500
1927......000 198,814,500 43,140,000 43,072,000 4,097,600
LTUBE . s v 214,311,200 34,180,000 34,743,500 4,752,600
192D cun s 215,871,800 38,350,000 41,053,000 5,822,500
1930 sus snina 208,441,500 34,320,000 41,831,000 6,655,000
103T . s i 19,587,000 - 9,234,500 -
EORR s wes e 2,493,000 -—_ 105,000 -—_
1938 cw dvnis — - - 200,000 —
R34y o - - 102,000 —

#685—Four Cent, Brown. William Howard Taft. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x1014.

Issued June 4, 1930,

The poliey adopted by the Post Office Department to honor former Presi-
dents. especially those of recent date, and the issuance of a memorial stamp for
President Harding in 1923 made it inevitable that a suggestion be made to issue
a memorial stamp in memory of the former Chief Justice and ex-President Wil-
liam H. Taft a short time after his death.

As early as April 10, 1930, the Post Office Department had decided to issue
a stamp bearing his likeness, their plans, however, were not for a special stamp
but that the new subject would replace one of the values then in eurrent use.

It was finally decided to replace Martha Washington on the four cent value
in favor of Taft. This was due mainly to the plans then under diseussion to use
her portrait on the contemplated Washington commemorative series to be issued
in 1932. Furthermore, to forstall complaints from women’s clubs throughout
the country the Department called attention to the nse of Martha Washington’s
portrait on the reply portion of the two cent business postal eard.

The portrait of Taft is after a photograph by Harris & Ewing. It was en-
graved by J. Bissler, E. M. Hall and .J. C. Benzing of the Burean. The frame
is the same as that used for the other low values and differs from the other four
cent only in the subject and the changed name on the ribbon. After some dis-
cussion it was finally deeided fo use the same color ink as had previously been
used. On May 13th the Postmaster General approved the die proof of the new
design and on the 19th the Third Assistant Postmaster General announced that
the new stamp would be issued on June 4, 1930, The location of and date of
first issue is of especial significance, Taft having been born June 4, at Cinein-
nati, Ohio,

The new design is not as attractive as could be expected as the head is mueh
too large for the size of the vignette. The absence of a dark background, how-
ever, greatly helps to improve its appearance.

The use of flat plates for all values below the eleven cent having been dis-
continued several years before, this design was only issued in sheet form from
rotary press printings. As all sheet perforating machines for this type of print-
ing had been changed to 11x101% this variety was the only one issued.

Shades: Brown.
Variety: a: Plate number blocks, side only.

Plates used:
20136—37, 40, 41, 72, 73, 74, 75
20203—04, 45, 46, 57, 58, 87, 88, 99
20300
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#687—Four Cent, Brown. Taft. Rotary Press Coil. No Wmk.
Perf, 10 Vertically. Coiled Sidewise.

Issued September 18, 1930.

The available supply of four cent sidewise coils of the previous type (Mar-
tha Washington) were becoming depleted and the Bureau issued this coil at the
Philatelic Agency at a date previously set which allowed collectors to arrange
for first day covers rather than wait until these stamps were of necessity issued.
The general use of this coil did not take place for some time and it was not until
the end of 1930 that many of the New York Post Offices offered them for sale.

As was usual in sidewise coils these were printed from 170 subject plates
with the resultant line after each seventeenth stamp. These had a star and
number over the first stamp and a number below the last (No. 170).

Shades: Brown.
Variety: a: Usual sidewise rotary press varieties. (See One Cent #597.)

Plates used:
20134—36, 42, 43
20279—80, 89, 90
20359—60, 61, 62

Quantity of four cent, Taft, Series of 1930, issued to Postmasters for the fiscal years
ending June 30th:

Ordinary Coils
Ordinary Precancelled Coils Precancelled
IR0 van o 7,715,000 1,930,000 —_— —_
i e 184,729,800 31,020,000 24,185,000 8,272,000
h R R S RS 83,154,900 18,430,000 24,611,500 4,935,000
1888 snsnin i 4,774,900 9,260,000 2,607,600 597,600
1984.....04.. 46,049,800 14,300,000 1,452,500 =

NOTES
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FIVE CENT STAMPS GROUPED
#557—Five Cent, Blue. Theodore Roosevelt. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued October 27, 1922,

Thru press releases the Post Office Department, on October 1, 1922, an-
nounced that Roosevelt’s portrait had been selected for the five cent stamp of
the new series bhecanse ““This denomination is most widely used on letters fo
foreien countries where the former President’s fame was believed to be more
universal than that of any other.”” Tt had at first been planned to use the
portrait of Roosevelt on the ten cent stamp.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.

The engravers of the Bureau had considerable trouble over the portrait of
the former President, whieh is after a photograph by Harris & Ewing. It was
considered by them to be the most difficult portrait they had ever been called
upon to place on a stamp. The first die had a dark backeground and this not
only failed to please the Government Officials but also was not to the liking of
the family of the late President. As a result additional sketches were made
before the design was approved. The credit for the excellence of the finished
portrait is due to .J. Eissler and E. M. Hall, of the Bureau, who did the engrav-
ing, and C. A. Huston, who designed the stamp.

This stamp, the second of the new series to be issued, was first placed on
sale on Roosevelt’s birthday, October 27, 1922, at Washington, D. C., at New
York City, his birthplace, and at Oyster Bay, N. Y. his former home. The
notice of the contemplated issuance of this stamp in the places noted above was
dated October 24th, which gave collectors and dealers sufficient time to prepare
covers for first day cancellation. The supply from Washington and New York
so cancelled have always been fairly plentiful but first day covers from Oyster
Bay are quite scarce, those in existence being almost entirely ‘non-philateli-
cally’” made. The postmaster at Roosevelt’s home town generally refused the
requests to those that wrote in for **first day covers’'’ as his supply was exceed-
ingly small and he retained most of them for local use. Unlike some of the
other values, all four of the first plates made for this design went to press in
time for issuance the first day.
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Photograph
of the Early Design.
Originnl Not Used.
Drawing

There are two interesting varieties of this stamp which passed the eareful
inspection at the Bureau and fortunately fell into philatelic hands. The first
and more unusual was a sheet of 100 found by George H. Quintand at Stamford,
Conn., which was entirely unperforated. It was found in a package of ordinary
perforated stamps and was fully gummed and not blue pencilled whieh is the
Bureau’s sign that the sheet was to have been removed. This pane was from
plate 15568 and is the only lot known to have been found. A pane from plate
16332 was found with the vertical perforations running diagonally. This made
some pairs, about ten, which were imperf vertically. This latter variety, though
less unusual than the imperf sheet, is more desirable as very few pairs remained
where the diagonal perforations had entirely missed a pair of stamps, though
both are extremely desirable and should only be secured in pairs.

As in the other lower values above the two cents, star plates were made but
never went to press.

Shades: Blue, deep blue, dark blue.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Imperf.
¢: Horizontal pair, impert. vertically between,

d: Double Transfer. An eastward displacement showing on the “UN" of
“UNITED” and to the right of “GE" of “POSTAGE”., Position un-
known. (Illustrated.)

Double Transfer

Eastward Displacement

Position Unknown.



1922-35 Issue 83

Two Way Double Transfer.

Position Unknown.

Recut at Top Left.

e: Two way Double Transfer. This is to the right of the Double Transfer
listed above. One displacement is upward and to the left, while the
other is downward and to the right. (Illustrated.)

f: Re-Cut. The stamp just below the two way double has been recut at
the top as illustrated, This entry was no doubt partly erased in the
burnishing out of the stamp above and the lines re-cut to strengthen
them, (Illustrated.)

Plates nsed:
14066—67, 68, 69, 78, 79, 80, 81
14285—86, 87, 88
14549—50, 51, 52, 65, 66, 67, 68
14602—03, 04, 05
14848—49, b0, 51, 80, 81, 82, 83
14916—17, 18, 19, 30, 31, 32, 33
15147—48, 49, 50
15203—04, 05, 06, 27, 28, 29, 30
15544—45, 46, 47, 68, 69, 70, 71

15952
16330—31, 32, 33, 63, 64, 65, 66, 91, 92, 93, 94
18035—60

Plates not used:
18181—82, 83, 84, 85, 86G. 87, 88
18267—68, 69, 70
18311—12, 13, 14
18461—62, 76, T7

Star Plates not used: 18432—233, 55, 56

#602—Five Cent, Blue. Theodore Roosevelt. Rotary Press Coil.
No Wmk. Perf. 10 Vertically. Coiled Sidewise.

Issued March 5, 1924,

Almost a year and a half had elapsed after the five cent Roosevelt had
first appeared before it was necessary fo issue the new design in coil form. This
was the highest value to be issued in a continuous sequence starting with the
one cent. It was largely used for general purposes requiring this denomination
and it was not until the fiseal year of 1926 that the Bureau began issuing them
precanceled, in which form they were used mainly on circulars.

There was a much smaller demand for this value than any of the lower
denominations and as a result there were infrequent printings which showed
only a very slight variation in the shades.
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This was the only five cent stamp printed from sidewise 170 subject plates
and as s_uch the only variety that is wider than the flat plate printings and the
same height.

Shade: Blue.
Varieties: Usual sidewise roary press coil varieties. (See 1 Cent #597.)

Plates nsed: Star and Number over stamp # 1.
15279—380
16443—44, 77, 78
17945—46, 47, 48
18496
Star and number over #1 and number under #170
20309—10, 27, 28

#586—Five Cent, Blue. Theodore Roosevelt. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 10.

Issued April 4, 1925,

The demand for this value precanceled necessitated it being printed on
rotary presses and such copies were placed on sale in the latter part of Decem-
ber 1924, For the benefit of stamp colleetors and dealers who, as sueh, are not
allowed to buy stamps in this condition, mint copies from the rotary press
perforated 10 were placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency at Washington, D. C,,
April 4, 1925, along with numerous other values. The intention of the officials
of the Bureau and the Post Office Department at first was only to issue the
rotary press sheet stamps in mint form at the Agency but decreased appropria-
tions and the necessity of economy soon changed this policy and by the middle
of 1926 this type of issue had entirely replaced the flat bed press stamps of all
values up to and ineluding the ten cent denomination.

Though available for general use for a shorter time than the flat plate five
cent stamps this variety was more generally made available to philatelists and a
larger quantity was saved. Well centered copies of this stamp, especially in
blocks, are, however, as desirable as the variety they succeeded.

In March 1926 a block of twenty, consisting of two horizontal rows of fen
each, were found on double paper. These were from plate 17587.

Just previous to a change in perforations another block of twenty was also
found printed on double paper. These, however, were precancelled ‘‘San Iran-
eisco, Cal.”” and these two lots are the only ones known to have been saved.

Shades: Light blue, blue, bright blue, deep blue.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, (side only).
b: Double paper. (Also precanceled.)
¢: Double Transfer. Position unknown. (Illustrated.)
d: Imperf vertically—one pair known.

Double Transfer

Position
TUnknown
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Plates used:

16089—90
16495
16566—67
16608—54, 70, T1
17493
17519—20, 86, 87
176561—52
17762—63, 72, 73
18035
18157—58, 59, 60
18394—95
18418—19, 41, 42, 43, 44, 59, 60
18789—80
18850—54

Plates not used:
16496
16655

#637—Five Cent, Blue. Theodore Roosevelt. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 11 by 1015,

Issued March 24, 1927,

To increase the ease of separation of rotary press stamps, a new type of
perforating machine was introduced which made this variety possible. The
use of the rotary press for printing sheet stamps of the lower values having
become an established practice each value was perforated on the new machines
as soon as the supply at the Bureau required a new printing.

This stamp, the same as the previous variety, was first issued precanceled
and first placed on sale in mint condition at the Ageney. It was later distributed
to Post Offices as soon as the available supply of the perf 10 sheets had been
delivered.

This type of perforation being satisfactory to all concerned it continued
in use. Like other denominations of this type of issue, it is found in more varia-
tions of blue than the previous varieties of this design.

Shades: Bright blue, blue, deep bright blue, deep blue, dark blue.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Plate flaws 18909 L.L. #11 has a heavy scratch in, the margin and
across the upper part of the design (illustrated) 18909 L.L. #12.
The scratch is more obvious here, showing marks in the “ST" of
“STATES"” above and below these letters, in the upper right corner
and outside the right frame line (illustrated]).

FIRST STAGE

\ SHEET MARGIN !
i

Plate Flaws 158009 Lower Left.
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SECOND

18969 L. L. Plate Flaws Removed.

¢: Defective design.

In removing the heavy scratch the design of stamp 11 became defec-
tive. The upper left corner is lighter, the horizontal shading lines of
the left inner frame line being thinned and missing in some places.
The shading lines of the ornament in the upper left corner are also
thinned. (Illustrated.) 18909 L.L. #12. The burnishing out of
the scratches failed to remove the dot in the corner but thinned the
shading lines in the left ornament above “D. S.” of “UNITED
STATES"” (Illustrated.)

DOUBLE TRANSFERS.

Z0]

18912 U. L. #1. 185912 L. L. ¥Sl. 18012 L. L. 83,

d: Double transfer. 18912 U.L. #1. The entire right side is doubled

e:

f:

downward and to the right, showing in “TG"” of “POSTAGE"” in the
horizontal shading lines of the inside frame line and in the lower
right corner (Illustrated.) 18912 L.L. # 81 shows in the circle in
the lower left corner and in the shading lines of the inside left frame
line. 18912 L.L. #83. This is a more marked double than # 81.
It shows on the lower right corner as illustrated.

Shifted Transfer. A doubling of the right side of the design as illus-
trated, Position unknown,

Defective Transfer. 18785 L.L. # 2, 12. On # 2 the defective trans-
fer is quite obvious, being considerably lighter than the balance of
the design with several of the lines incomplete (Illustrated.) The
lower right corner of #12 is also weak. 18912 L.L. #92-93, Defec-
tive transfer upper left corner (Illustrated.)
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Shifted

Transfer

18785 L. L. #2 18012 L. L. #92-93

Position
Defective Transfer.

TUnknown

Plates used:
18394
18441—59, 60
187856
18851—54, b5
18907—08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14
19088—89
19100—01, 13, 14
19207—08, 25, 26

Plates not used: 18786

#663Five Cent, Blue. Theodore Roosevelt. Overprinted Kans.
Rotary Press. No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%.

Issued April 16, 1929,
This too was first issued at Colby, Kansas, There were no worth while

varieties found on this stamp although it was issued in a larger quantity than
the two lower values,

Shades: Blue, Deep blue.
Varieties: Plate number blocks.
Plates used: 18907-08

Quantity issmed: 2,700,000

#674—Five Cent, Blue. Theodore Roosevelt. Overprinted Nebr.
Rotary Press. No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued April 19, 1929,

This was the last variety to be issued in Nebraska and appeared first on
April 19, at Crawford. It was issued in a much smaller quantity than the same
value overprinted for use in Kansas. No worth while varieties were found on
this stamp, although it was reported that one position had been found without
a period. This no doubt was caused by worn type and is of little importance.
Copies have been seen with a much narrower space between overprints than
normally found, being in one case as little as 19 mm instead of 22 mm.

Shades: Blue, deep blue.
Varieties: Plate number blocks,
Plates used: 18907—08
Quantity issued: 1,860,000
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Quantities of five cent stamps, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters, as reported by
the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal years

ending June 30th:

Ordinary
1923 .0 e wimraie wimar s 112,986,100
0 {2 17— 306,166,689
LR2E., v v arice 275,882,288
1928 0aus veees.218,262,700
827 ..0aes ceee.. 193,015,600
1928 . i o iivein 206,827,800
IO o vesssin +..210,971,200
IR0 5 siindvdnina s 200,519,900
p G- F 5 NP 197,016,500
1982, . cnvennns 80,754,300
1933............ 47,845,200
15§ 2 134,444,000

Ordinary

Precanceled

48,300,000
69,850,000
37,240,000
49,620,000
42,050,000
38,710,000
41,930,000
26,400,000
23,290,000
22,350,000

NOTES

Coils

Precanceled

4,937,500

322,500
4,310,000
6,270,000
5,610,000
4,850,000
1,012,500
2,867,600
1,175,000
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SIX CENT STAMPS GROUPED
+558—Six Cent, Red Orange. James R. Garfield. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued November 20, 1922,

On November 18, 1922, W. Irving Glover, Third Assistant Postmaster
General, announced that a new six cent stamp bearing a portrait of the former
President, James R. Garfield would be issued at Washington, D. C,, November
90th. This new stamp was placed on sale at the Post Office in that ecity and at
the Philatelic Ageney only, and was not distributed to other Post Offices until
the supply of the previous issue had become exhausted, and as such was not
generally issued until late in 1923,

This stamp made its appearance in honor of Garfield’s birthday, November
19th, but this date falling on Sunday the stamp was issued the following day.
Tt was found that the first four plates could not be finished in time to have this
stamp ready for distribution by November 20th, and only one plate, No. 14169,
was finished and put to press for the first printing. It had been the intention
of the Department to issue the stamp for the first day sale at Orange, Ohio,
believed to be Garfield’s birthplace, and at Hiram, Ohio, his former home. It
was found, however, that Orange, Ohio, had no post office and furthermore such
a small quantity being printed and completed at such a late date that it was im-
possible to place them on sale outside of Washington in time for issnance by
November 20th.

As in the 1902 issue his portrait was prepared by the Bureau engravers from
a photograph. This portrait was engraved by .J. Eissler, E. M. Hall, and H. 1.
Barle. The frame was the same as nsed for the other low values, with the name
““Garfield”’ on the ribbon below the portrait, and the placing of the numeral
‘6" in the ovals in both lower corners. The official description of this stamp
stated that it was printed in ‘“‘orange ink.”

It is of interest to note that the most desirable and unusual variety of this
stamp was found on plate No. 14169, the first one finished, and no doubt in a
great hurry. On the lower right pane the stamp immediately to the left of
side plate number and the stamp below the other, each showed a very distinet
double transfer when first issued. This was brought to the attention of the
Bureau by George B. Sloane of New York and on July 16, 1924, the plate was
retonched thongh evidences of the double transfer still remain. In the retouched
stamp the curved lines of color in the inner white oval frames were removed as
were the eolor lines in the top of the letters in ‘‘States.”” The horizontal lines
thru the tops of the right spandrel ornaments were removed but most of the
similar lines across the left ornament were overlooked as were the obvious
doubling of the circles in the upper corners and these were the same as previous
to the retouching. The copies of the retouched stamp are much more desirable
than the double transfer as recut plates of the twentieth eentury are more
anusual than those of the nineteenth. This stamp was only printed from plates
having the standard spacing, four star plates having been made but never used.

There is little variation in the shades of this stamp, though used eopies
have been found in a deep orange brown color. These are chemical “‘change-
lings’’ though generally not philatelically made. This was due perhaps to the
use of a chemical on the mail bags to prevent mildew which often caused stamps
affixed to mail matter to assume an entirely different eolor. Mint copies in this
color have been intentionally made and arve of no philatelie value.

Shades: Pale red orange, bright red orange, red orange.
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Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Double transfer., 14169 L.R. #60-70 marked double transfer (Illus-
trated.)

z60

zZ70

Double Transfer,

¢: Reeut. 14169 L.R. # 60-70, illustrated.

Plates used:
14169—70, 71, 72
14962—63, 64, 73
15892—93, 94, 95
16045—46, 47, 48
16243
16334
16469—70, 71, 72

Plates not used:

14965
16244—45, 46
18471—72

Star Plates not used: 17406—07, 08, 09

#587—Six Cent, Red Orange. Garfield. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 10.

Issued April 4, 1925,

This value first appeared from the rotary press in the early part of March
in precancelled form, and was then later, along with various other values, placed
on sale at the Philatelic Agency in mint condition.

The agency copies were provided especially for collectors and dealers and
tho good for postage were not at first intended for general use in place of the
flat plate perf 11 issue. It was quite some time later that this variety was avail-
able for ordinary use, they could be printed faster and at a smaller cost than
the others and the Department finally decided to issue the rotary varieties in
all values up to the fen cent.

It remained in general use for only a little over a year and although on
sale at the Agency for more than two years the change to the new perforations
found most collectors and dealers had failed to obtain copies while current, and
it is therefore more desirable, especially in well centered blocks, than the variety
it suecceeded,

As was the case with the other values, these were printed from four hundred
subject plates curved endwise on the press. They were issued in one hundred
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subject panes each surrounded by margins, with a plate number on the upper
or lower outside corner of each pane.

Shades: Pale red orange, red orange, bright red orange.

Varieties: Plate number blocks, (side only.)

Plates used:

16083—=84
17438—39
17584—856, 88, 89
17967—68
18029—30, 36
18396

18421

#638—Six Cent, Red Orange. Garfield. Rotary Press. No Wk,
Perf. 11x10%%.

Issued July 27, 1927,

This variety was the last value to be issued with the new type of perfora-
tions which had been introduced to increase the ease with which sheets of stamps
could be separated by postal clerks as well as by users of the mail.

It is of great interest because of the extreme uniformity of the color in
which they were printed. But for slight variations in intensity which may be
caused by difference in the quantity of the ink used, this stamp showed almost
no variations in shades. The Bureau no doubt took extra care in mixing this
red orange ink as a lack of sufficient red in the dye might easily have caused
this value to be confused with the ten cent in the rapid handling of mail. The
change in first class letter rate to three cent greatly increased the demand
for this value after July 1, 1932,

Shades: Light red orange, red orange,

Varieties: Plate number blocks (side only.)
Plates used:

18029—30, 36, 37

18396—97

18420—21

18860—61, 66, 67
19296—97, 98, 99

+#664—Six Cent, Orange. Garfield. Overprinted Kans. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%.

Issued April 15, 1929,

This stamp was first issued at Newton, Kansas on April 15, 1929. None
of the major printing varieties were discovered on these stamps.

Shades: Orange, deep orange.
Varieties: Plate number blocks.
Plates used: 18030—237
Quantity issued: 1,450,000



92 Uxntrep StATES Pograce Stames oF THE 20TH CENTURY

#675—Six Cent, Orange. Garfield. Overprinted Nebr. Rotary Press.
No Wmk, Perf. 11x101;.

Issued April 17, 1929,

Two days after the Kansas stamp had appeared, this value was first placed
on sale at Wahoo, Nebraska.

Only about two thirds as many 6e stamps were overprinted for this state
as for Kansas and these are much searcer. No varieties were discovered in the
over printing.

Shades: Orange, deep orange.
Varieties: Plate number blocks,
Plates used: 18030—37

Quantity issued: 980,000

#723—S8ix Cent, Orange. Garfield. Rotary Press Coil. Perf. 10
Vertically. Coiled Sidewise.

Issued August 18, 1932,

The increase of first class postage rates to 3¢ per ounce in July 1932
caused a demand for six cent coils for prepayment of postage on letters heavier
than the minimum rate. There was no eall for endwise coils and, this was the
only form of issue prepared for use in stamp affixing devices.

This new coil was first placed on sale in Los Angeles in honor of the Annual
Convention of the American Philatelic Society,

The reduction of Airmail rates to 6e per ounce in 1934 increased the use
for this value.

They were printed from plates of 170 subjects and being earried sidewise
are wider than the sheet stamps.

Shades: Orange,
Varieties: Usual sidewise coil varieties,

Plates used: Number and star above number 1, number below 170,
20968—69

Quantities of six cent stamps, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters, as reported by
the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal years end-
ing June 30th:

Ordinary Ordinary Coils Coils
Precanceled Precanceled
i 0 S 119,600 -—
D 17 S, 65,010,389 —
IB26cnsmi ens ..159,662,088 23,140,000
XBB6 i e sy 116,962,600 31,090,000
TR v s veoe.1056,682,500 40,720,000
1928 Lowwmmarms 106,998,700 37,180,000
EIR9as pavsiies 108,530,800 32,240,000
1830; ccs vesvvves 107,716,600 38,920,000
i G i 101,245,500 31,130,000
1982 . e s 42,197,900 15,630,000
I 1 S 54,206,700 22,050,000 20,314,500 1,192,500

LBBE, samenwwsmn s 111,430,200 15,870,000 6,589,400 480,000
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SEVEN CENT STAMPS GROUPED

#559—Seven Cent, Black. McKinley. No Wmk. Perf. 11.
Issued May 1, 1923,

Continuing the eustom established in the other values, to commemorate an
important event, this design was first issued on MeKinley’s birthday at Niles,
Ohio, his birthplace, and at Washington, D. C. Only one plate, No. 14584, was
completed in time for first day sales and the quantity first issued was very small.
The supply of this stamp sent to Niles for first day sales was only 5,000 copies,
and first day covers from this place are more desirable than those from Wash-
ington.

The portrait of McKinley was engraved by L. 8. Schofield and E. E. Myers,
of the Bureau, after a photograph. The frame is the same as the other low
values except in the numerals and the name of the subject on the ribbon below
the portrait.

As in the other values above the two cent, four star plates were made
showing a wider spacing but none of these went to press,

Shades: Gray black, black, intense black.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,

b: Shifted Transfer. An upward shift showing above the top frame lines
and above the vignette (illustrated).

Shifted Transfer

Position Unkunown.

¢: Double Transfer. A lower plate number block shows a small double
transfer in the top and at the corners of all six stamps.

Plates used:
14584—85, 86, 87
14812—13, 14, 156
14950—51, 52, 53
15181—82, 83, 84
15211—12, 13, 14, 71, 72, 73, T4
15794
16135—36, 37, 38, 39, 66
16247—48, 49, 50, 51, 52
16453—54, 55, 56
16662—63, 64, 65
17452—53, 54, bb
17621—22, 23, 24
18116—17, 18, 19, 63, 64, 65, 66

Plates not used: 18275—176, 77, 78
Star Plates not used: 17410—11, 12, 13

#588—Seven Cent, Black. McKinley. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 10.

Issued May 29, 1926,

This stamp was one of three values which was the last to be issued from
the rotary press in sheet form. The Bureau having decided to issue all values
up to ten cent on the rotary press it was necessary to install more machines
before all these values could be printed from curved plates. Among those to be
so printed there was a mueh smaller demand for this value as well as the eight
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and nine cent stamps, and these three denominations were only issued from flat
plates until more presses could be installed, the plates for the seven cent stamps
were made before either of the other two values, though all three were issued
the same day.

This stamp was current for a shorter time than any other value, being
replaced by a new perforation less than a year after it had first appeared, It is
the most desirable seven eent stamp in this group and in ecomparison to its face
value the least common perf 10 stamp in the series of 1922,

Shades: Greyish black, black.

Varieties: Plate number blocks, (side only.)

Plates used:
17786—87, 98, 99
18179—80, 95, 96

#639—Seven Cent, Black. McKinley. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued March 24, 1927,

Increasing demand for this value precancelled necessitated additional print-
ings and it was one of the first to be issued with the new perforation.

The stamp was issued in large quantities for several years, but unlike the
other values showed practically no variation in eolor. Only one variety dis-
covered to date is of special inferest. About the middle of 1929 a pane was
found containing 101 subjects. This pane was found in a package of normal
post office sheets, with margin all around, with one additional stamp attached.
This gave one pair of stamps with a margin between and is the only one known
to be in existence in this value.

Shades: Greyish black, black,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, (side only.)
b: Pair with margin between (only one known.)
¢: Shifted Transfer—HEntire left side is doubled. Position unknown (illus-
trated).

Shifted Position

Transfer Unknown.

d: Double Transfer—Entire stamp doubled downward, shows in top
frame lines, top of medallion “N"” & “T" of “UNITED,” lower part of
vignette in “McKINLEY,"” above and below numerals of value, in cor-
ner circles, ete, Position unknown,

Plates nsed:
18195—96
18735—36, 39, 40
19236—37, 38, 39
19487—88
19608—11, 20, 21
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#665—Seven Cent, Black. McKinley. Overprinted Kans. Rotary
Press. No Wmk. Perf. 11x10V5.

Issued April 16, 1929,
This stamp was issued at Colby, Kansas on April 16, 1929 the same day as

several other values first appeared.
There were no worthwhile printing varieties.

Shades: Black,

Varieties: Plate number blocks.
Plates used: 18736—40
Quantity issued: 1,320,000

#676—Seven Cent, Black. McKinley. Overprinted Nebr. Rotary
Press. No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued April 17, 1929,
For use in the State of Nebraska, these overprinted stamps were first placed
on sale at Auburn, Nebraska on April 17, 1929. Quantity issued was about

two thirds that of the seven cents Kansas stamps but the variety is almost twice
as desirable.

Shades: Black,

Varieties: Plate number blocks.
Plates used: 18736-—40
Quantity issued: 850,000

Quantities of seven cent, McKinley, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters, as report-
ed by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiseal
yvears ending:

Ordinary Precanceled
) &) 4 [ SR RS 557,300 —
LGB 00 e e A 98,830,389 —_—
L2 Hne s eiilita v 110,366,485 —
i B B 115,913,900 6,080,000
1927 . i iiiiinn 93,804,300 22,880,000
s i o U 92,533,800 18,130,000
2 [1) 5 [ 75,940,600 40,370,000
1980 2 i e 64,081,400 10,160,000
T8 iaw wwnwmas v 58,074,900 33,460,000
TAR L sosmmisisrn ws 27,276,900 25,920,000
1 F Bhere waawmismas 160,000 21,360,000
1 AN 28,127,100 16,890,000

NOTES
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EIGHT CENT STAMPS GROUPED
#560—Eight Cent, Olive. Grant. No Wmnk. Perf, 11,

Issued May 1, 1923,

This stamp was issued only at Washington, D. C., on the same date as
several other values, which completed the series as originally contemplated. The
date was one of convenience to the Department rather than of historical signifi-
cance as the Burean was desirous of having all values appear prior to the end
of the fiscal year, there being but little need of this value at that time as there
was still a large quantity on hand of the old design of this denomination.

The portrait of the former President was engraved by L. S. Schofield and
J. Eissler of the Bureau, after a photograph. The name ‘‘Grant’ is on the
ribbon below the portrait, with the surrounding design the same as the lower
values, with the necessary change of numerals representing the denomination.

The first printing was in a deep olive green shade from all four of the
first group of plates made for this value. The earliest printing being small
this shade is more desirable than the lighter ones which followed it.

Besides the 2 Cent this value was the only one below the twelve cent fo
appear from star plates. Three plates were made but only one went to press.
The star was five pointed and appeared below the side of plate number on the
upper right pane. The difference in spacing is not sufficient to warrant a sepa-
rate variety classification as ocenrred with the early star plates, but plate num-
ber blocks, especially of this value showing the star ave very desirable as they
were generally overlooked.

Shades: Yellow olive green, olive green, deep olive green.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Star Plate number block.

Plates used:
14569—70, 71, 72
15223—24, 25, 26, 63, 64, 65, 66
15477—78, 79, 80
15946—47, 48, 49
16011—12, 13, 14
16169—70, 71, 72, 75, 76, 77, 78
16215—16, 17, 18
16449—50, 51, b2
16701—02, 03, 04, 65, 68, 95
17467
17916—17, 18, 19, 20

Star Plates: 16796

Plates not used:
16766—094
18130—31, 32, 33, 34

Star Plates not used: 16767—93

+#589—Eight Cent, Olive. Grant. Rotary Press. No Wmk. Perf. 10.
Issued May 29, 1926,

The demand for precancelled stamps of this value as well as the high cost
of flat plate printing had caused the Post Office Department to decide to issue
this stamp as well as the other lower values on the rotary press. Its appearance
was delayed by the need for more presses equipped to print four hundred
subject sheets and this stamp did not appear until about three years after the
one cent. Though there had been numerous complaints against the perf 10
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stamps of the other values these were issued so perforated as the Burean experi-
ments on the new device had not yet been perfected.

This variety was eurrent for only about a year and is more desirable in mint
form than the flat plate stamps. In spite of its short life it is found in more
shades than the stamp it succeeded.

Shades: Pale olive bistre, olive bistre, olive yellow, olive green,
Varieties: Plale number blocks, (side only.)
Plates nsed:

17816—17, 32, 33
18185—90
18775—76, 77, 78

+#640—Eight Cent, Olive. Grant. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x1014.

Issued June 10, 1927,

The use of a new perforating device enabled the publie to more easily sepa-
rate the rotary press printed stamps and gave collectors this new variety.

Though this stamp was current for a much longer time than the perf 10
sariety, it is found in a very limited range of colors.

There was one variety discovered in California that is of interest to phila-
telists and was only on one pane and is only known to exist in one other value,
that of the two cent. This variety comsists of a double row of perforations
between the first two horizontal rows of stamps, the remainder of the sheet being
normal.

Shades: Olive green, olive bistre.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, side only.
b: Vertical pairs or blocks showing double perforations between.

Plates used:

18189—90, 91, 92

18733—34, 53, 54, 75, 76, 77, 78
19246—47, 62, 63

19372—73, 74, 75, 76, 77

20128—29
20364—65, 66, 67
20400—01

#666—Eight Cent, Olive. Grant. Overprinted Kans. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued April 15, 1929,

This stamp was first issued at Newton, Kansas on April 15, 1929. There
were no philatelic varieties although issued in a larger quantity than any of the
values above five eent with the exception of the ten cent.

Shades: Olive green.

Varieties: Plate number blocks.
Plates used: 18191—5H2
Quantity issued: 1,530,000
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#677—Eight Cent, Olive. Grant. Overprinted Nebr. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x1015.

Issued April 17, 1929,

It was at Humbolt, Nebraska that this value was first placed on sale, on
April 17, 1929. The quantity issued was almost the same as the one prepared
for Kansas, the difference being only 50,000 stamps. One sheet was found with
a spacing of 32 mm between two rows of overprints instead of 22.

Shades: Olive green.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Wide spacing between overprints.

Plates used: 18191—92
Quantity issued: 1,480,000

Quantities of eight cent, Grant, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters as reported
by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal years
ending June 30th:

Ordinary Precanceled
8 E N 45,100 —
1924............ 61,942,289 —
N B —— 139,947,688 —
1928, cvvmis s .170,074,700 6,450,000
LI v emwmmun i 151,749,200 21,460,000
) 3 PN 156,681,100 18,680,000
TQ2Y-. v iie 136,673,300 61,020,000
LR i da e 121,391,900 63,150,000
53 B Rt e 115,134,700 52,360,000
LB 255 e me mininriam 43,664,500 41,150,000
1938.......... .. 29,875,300 28,340,000
it b 7 L — 67,238,800 20,200,000

NOTES



1922-35 IssvE 99
NINE CENT STAMPS GROUPED.
#561—Nine Cent, Rose. Jefferson. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued January 15, 1923.

This stamp was issued along with several other values at Washington, D. C.
on January 15, 1923, which date was one of convenience rather than of historical
importance. The official notice dated January 12th, announeing the intended
issuance of these stamps, states that the ‘‘stamps will not be issued to post-
masters until the present supply of the current issue of these denominations is
exhausted.”” The small quantities issued of this stamp during the first six
months clearly indicate the lack of need for this new design at such an early
date.

The portrait of Jefferson, after a painting by Gilbert Stuart, was engraved
by J. Bissler, L. Kaufman and E. M. Earle, of the Bureau. The frame design
is the same as the lower values with the necessary change in the numerals of
value, with the name “‘Jefferson’’ on the ribbon below the porfrait,

The official description states that it was printed in “‘Pink Ink.’” There is
no known shade of this variety of the nine cent stamp that could be echronicled as
“pink.”” The general catalog grouping for all shades of this stamp are always
a variety of “rose.”” As originally issued it appeared in a bright carmine rose
shade which is the most desirable color variety.

Unlike the eight cent stamp, none of the star plates made for this value ever
went to press.

Shades: Pale rose, rose, carmine rose, bright carmine rose.
Varieties: Plate number blocks.

Plates used:
14239—40, 41, 42
15235—36, 37, 38, 59, 60, 61, 62
17521—22, 23, 24

Plates not used:
18376—176, 89, 90, 91
18437—38, 49, 50, 63, 64

Star Plates not used: 17000—01, 02, 03

#590—Nine Cent, Rose. Jefferson. Rotary Press. No Wmk. Perf. 10.
Issued May 29, 1926,

This value had assumed a more important position with the introduction of
the one and a half cent rate for third class mail and was in greater demand
especially for circulars or samples weighing six ounces. It was issued the same
days as the two lower values printed on the rotary press. Their issuance was
delayed for some time as the Bureau had to wait until more machines could be
installed for this type of printing.

This particular variety though current for a much shorter time than the
flat plate issue is found in a wider range of shades. The pink was again
lacking, the color being gradually changed to more of a salmon cast than rose
just prior to the change in perforations. These latter shades are more desirable
than the earlier ones, especially in well centered copies.

Shades: Rose, rose red, pale salmon, salmon, salmon red.
Varieties: Plate number blocks, (side only.)

Plates used:
17854—565
18193—94
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#641 and #691—Nine Cent, Rose. Jefferson. Rotary Press. No Wmk,
Perf. 11x1014.

Issued May 17, 1927,

This variety is the result of a demand for rotary press stamps that would
be easier of separation than those perforated ten.

It is of interest fo collectors because of the wide ditference in shades. The
color varied so much from the original, especially on the lighter casts, that one
postal inspector in 1930 wanted to swear out a warrant against one party
claiming he was using ‘‘washed stamps.”’” He was, however, confronted with
additional light pink copies at the post office where the suspicious stamps had
been bought. This led the Post Office Department to request the Bureau to
return to the original shade, which was a bright earmine rose. This was the
only variety that was issued in a shade of “‘pink.”” In 1931 this value appeared
in an orange red shade. Though just a color variety, it was erroneously siven a
new catalog number,

Shades: Pale pink, rose pink, light salmon, salmon, light rose red, rose red, car-
mine rose, bright carmine rose, orange red, deep orange red.

Varieties: Plate number blocks, (side only.)

Plates used:

17884—85
18193—94
18201—02

18741—42, 43, 44
19350—51, 52, 53, 54, 55
19788—89, 90, 91

#667—Nine Cent, Rose. Jefferson. Overprinted Kans. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%5,

Issued April 16, 1929,

This value was also first issued at Colby, Kansas on April 16, 1929. There
were less of these stamps issued than any of the other values overprinted for use
in Kansas and it is naturally the scarcest. There were no philatelic varieties in
the overprint.

Shades: Light rose, rose.
Varieties: Plate number blocks.
Plates used: 18742—44
Quantity issued: 1,130,000

#678—Nine Cent, Rose. Jefferson. Overprinted Nebr. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%5,

Issued April 17, 1929,

This stamp was first issued in Cambridge, Nebraska on April 17, 1929,
Exaetly 600,000, less copies of this stamp were prepared than the same value
for use in Kansas and it is the scarcest variety of the ‘‘state overprints.’’

In spite of the reduced quantity issued both types of overprinting errors
were discovered. One sheet was found with one row having no overprint and
one sheet had the wide spacing,

Shades: Light rose.



Varieties: a: Plate number blocks,
b: Vertical pairs, one without overprint.
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e: Vertical pairs, wide spacing between overprint.

Plates used: 18742—44
Quantity issued: 530,000

101

Quantities of nine cent, Jefferson, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters, as reported
by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal years

ending June 30th:

Ordinary
TRZ s snimcswies 556,100
1924, . ... ansinan 20,632,689
1925..... e 57,314,788
1920 s amnn smn o 84,042,200
1929 o smwwmranmsin . 72,534,100
FOR8 s wwwiew el 77,455,400
1929 ¢ irivi e wiaase 57,170,900
BEL ¥ 7 R e cee 47,227,100
G -cavmp dwn e 45,860,300
IBB2. . iia VRl S w 17,396,800
1883 . csvnriny ras s 18,943,100
TRBA& o vainns S 63,395,400

NOTES

Precanceled

3,260,000
12,890,000
12,580,000
37,720,000
33,780,000
26,100,000
23,160,000
19,330,000
16,130,000
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TEN CENT STAMPS GROUPED
#562—Ten Cent, Yellow Orange. Monroe. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued January 15, 1923.

The ten cent was first issued in Washington, D. ., along with several other
values on a date that had no particular significance. The large quantity issued
up to the end of the fiseal year of 1923 clearly indicates the need for the new
designs of this denomination.

Photograph Preliminary
. of the Desizn,
Original Aot
Drawing Used.

It was first intended to use a photograph of Theodore Roosevelt for this,
but his portrait was used on the 5e instead. The portrait of Monroe is after the
painting of J. Van der Lin, now hanging in New York City Hall, and was en-
graved by J. Eissler, E. N. Hall, and E. Hein, of the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing. The frame design is the same as the lower values, with the necessary
change in numerals of value and the name ‘‘Monroe’’ appearing on the ribbon
below the portrait.

In August 1923 a pane of 100 from plate No, 14818 was found in California
lacking horizontal perforations. As far as is known this sheet had not been
““blue pencilled’” by inspectors and all copies were worthy of philatelic accept-
ance. In February, 1924, another pane was found from plate No. 14816, but
these had been marked for destruction by inspectors at the Bureau, which left
only twenty-three pairs that had no evidences of this blue pencil. At the time
these plates were being used there must have been some let-down in the inspee-
tion department of the Bureau as a further variety was discovered from plate
No. 14818. A sheet was found in April 1925 in Oklahoma that had not been
perforated. This was the southwest pane from that plate. The use of the
““blue pencil”” spoiled most of the copies and only a few blocks and several pairs
were untouched. These varieties being very desirable should only he bought in
pairs or blocks.

The official deseription of this stamp lists it as being printed with ‘‘vellow
ink.”” The catalogs list all shades of this stamp as variations of orange. While
it is not exactly a yellow it is mueh more nearly so than what we might consider
orange. There is practically no red in the eolor that would give this orange cast,
the color being more nearly a deep gold. Some of the later printings of this
value espeeially the rotary press are definitely deep yellow with no evidence of
any orange. It is a deeper color than the earlier stamps of this value which were
classified as yellow and more nearly like the orange yellow colors of the more
recent designs in this value. We have therefore classified the shades of this
stamp as varieties of yellow orange,
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As in the lower values star plates were made with the wider spacing and
although four such plates had been prepared none went to press.

There was little variation in the shade of this stamp, those listed being
principally of the inking variety. No shade is more desirable than any other
especially sinee this value was immediately issued in large quantities, During
the first fiseal year ending June 30, 1923, more ten cent stamps were issued than
any other value except the one and two cent denominations.

Shades: Light yellow orange, yellow orange, deep yellow orange.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Imperf. horizontal pairs and blocks,
¢: Imperforate,

Plates used:
14229—30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36
14492—93, 94, 95
14580—81, 82, 83
14606—07, 08, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13
14808—09, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 19, 44, 45, 46, 47
151256—26, 27, 28, 99
15200—01, 02, 75, 76, 77, 78
15346—47, 48, 49
15609—10, 11, 12, 13, 54, 55, 56, 57
15734—356
15924—25, 26, 27, 40, 41, 42, 43
16069—70, 71, 72, 75, 76, 17, 78
16355—56, 57, 58, b9, 60, 61, 62, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 87, 88, 89, 90
17468—69
18033—34

Plates not used:
17171—72, 73, 74
18058—59, 79, 80, 81, 96, 97, 98, 99
18285—86, 87, 88
18325—26, 27, 28

Star Plates not used: 17167—68, 69, T0

#603—Ten Cent, Yellow Orange. Monroe. Rotary Press Coil.
No Wmk. Perf. 10 Vertically. Coiled Sidewise.

Issued December 1, 1924,

The last variety to be newly issued of the old design was a ten cent coil,
as the Pranklin design of the issue of 1911 has only been placed on sale in 1922,
These having been printed on the rotary press were made in a very large quan-
tity and were sufficient to delay the issuance of the new design in coil form of
this value almost two vears after the sheet stamps had been issued. This was
the highest value to be issued in coil form and of the original values was the last
to be so issued. It appeared six months before the rotary press perf 10 sheet
stamps, and althongh bearing a higher catalog number we have followed the
chronological sequence rather than the numerical.

The pert 10 coil stamps having been satisfactorily made and used for almost
ten years this method of preparing stamps for this type issue was continued.
Being sidewise coils these were printed from 170 subject plates eurved side-
wise, resulting in a stamp that was the same height as the flat plate but about
1 mm wider, with a line after each seventeenth stamp.

This value has been mainly used by large consumers of stamps and usually
in precancelled condition. Although the Bureau did not issue this stamp, except
in mint form, until the fiseal year of 1926, most of them were precanceled by
individual postmasters. By 1930 the Bureau was issuing more precanceled
than mint stamps. The limited use for a coil of this value is likely to eause mint
pairs, especially line varieties, to become more desirable than the sheet stamps.
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Shades: Yellow orange, deep yvellow orange.
Varieties: Usual sidewise rotary coil varieties. (See 1 Cent #697.)

Plates used:
16339—40, 41, 42
17610—11, 12, 13
17961—62, 63, 64
18498—99
18500

#591—Ten Cent, Orange Yellow. Monroe. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf, 10.

Issued June §, 1925,

This was the highest value to be issued rotary press perf 10 and beeause
of the demand for it in precancelled eondition it appeared guite some time before
several of the lower values. It was first issued precanceled and a short time
later was placed on sale in mint form at the Ageney for the benefit of stamp col-
lectors. It was about a year later that the Bureau distributed this stamp to all
Post Offices in place of the flat plate stamps. These could be printed at the rate of
6,000,000 per press per day in place of 1,600,000 for the flat plate presses, and
as sueh could be produced at a smaller cost than the others.

As might be expected of this type of issue a sheet was found in which the
upper three rows were printed on double paper. These are the only ones known
to have been found and are quite desirable to the specialist.

The Bureau had more trouble keeping the eolor constant in this variety
than in the flat plate issue and the variations are due to other causes rather than
by the amount of ink used. One printing was in a red orange shade, somewhat
similar to the six eent, and this is much more desirable than the others, another
distinet shade is orange with almost no yellow in its make-up. Though in
general use for a much shorter time than the flat plate stamps this variety is only
a little more desirable than the issne it sueceeded, though well eentered copies
are not common, especially in blocks,

Shades: Yellow orange, deep yellow orange, orange, red orange.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, (side only.)

Plates used:

16107—08

17440—41

17590—91

17614—15, 49, 50, 93, 94
18135—36, 37, 38
18387—88

18414—15

18532—33, 38, 39
18614—15, 22, 23, 26, 27

#642Ten Cent, Yellow Orange. Monroe. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x1015.

Issued February 3, 1927,

In December, 1926, the Burean issued rotary press sheet stamps perforated
by a new deviee that enabled them to inerease the cut portion between subjects
which helped make their separation easier. These were perforated 11 horizontally
and 101% vertieally, and as they proved satisfactory this method was introduced
for other values as soon as a new supply was prepared and additional machines
had been set up. Along with the three eent this value was the first to be issued
after the Bureau had decided to use this method due to numerous complaints
against the perf 10 stamps then in use.
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A very unusual variety was discovered in California in 1928 and is the
only one known to have been found in this or any other value. A block of four
was found with the vertical gutter between the right and left pairs. The right
hand pair was precancelled ““Los Angeles™ while the stamps at the left of the
margin were without imprint.

Unlike the other values of this variety of perforation there was little
variation in the shades, the most of these had more yellow than the earlier
ones and are really more orange yvellow than yellow orange. In 1930 the com-
plaint against the variation in shades of all values caused the Bureau to return
somewhat to the earlier color and later printings were deeper and had a more
reddish cast.

Shades: Orange yellow, deep orange yellow, yvellow orange.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks (side only.)

b: Bloeck with vertical margin between.
¢: Double paper.

Plates used:

18136
18532—38, 39

18614—14, 22, 23, 26, 27
18846—47, 48, 49
19234—35, 64, 55, 56, 57
19489—90

19504—05, 06, 07, 22, 23

+#668—Ten Cent, Yellow Orange. Monroe. Overprinted Kans.
Rotary Press. No Wmk. Perf. 11x10V5.

Issued April 16, 1929,

This was the highest value to be overprinted for use in Kansas. Like most
of the lower values it was first issued at Colby, Kansas on April 16, 1929,
Although this stamp was issned in a lavger quantity than any other value
ahove the two eents, no philatelic varieties were found.
Shades: Yellow orange, deep yellow orange.
Varieties: Plate number bloek (side only.)
Plates used: 19234—35

Quantity issued: 2,860,000

#679—Ten Cent, Yellow Orange. Monroe. Overprinted Nebr.
Rotary Press. No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued April 18, 1929,

This was almost the last value to appear as well as being the highest denomi-
nation to have the Nebraska overprint. It was issued at Tecumeseh, Nebraska,
April 158, 1920, which was two days later than some of the lower values,

Almost one million less were prepared for nse in this state than for Kansas
and these are more desivable. No overprint varieties were found.

Shades: Yellow orange, deep yellow orange,
Varieties: Plate number blocks (side only.)
Plates used: 19234—35

Quantity issued: 1,890,000
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Quantities of ten cent, Monroe, series of 1922, issued to postmasters, as reported by
the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal years end-

ing June 30th:

Ordinary Ordinary

Precanceled
1828 iz ies ..133,301,000 —
1924............293,736,389 —
B 2 1 307,072,288 —
B T .249,827,400 93,030,000
TOBT v i ie 218,299,000 79,270,000
3 1 PR 228,118,300 78,740,000
LYRY i sirrvwn i 212,128,800 74,750,000
FRR0 o e csiamiunaai 211,980,800 77,670,000
1981.5, .4, e B 188,697,100 57,850,000
1B in g ira v s m mis 80,761,700 38,800,000
1938...... veeee. 86,967,700 37,680,000
198¢...... veees.107,212,000 53,380,000

NOTES

Coils

Precanceled

5,210,000

927,600
3,060,000
7,037,600
8,987,600
7,127,600
4,050,000
2,210,000
1,675,000
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ELEVEN CENT STAMPS GROUPED

#563 and #.Gﬁ?r—EIeven Cent, Light Blue Green. Rutherford B. Hayes.
No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued October 4, 1922,

Though listed as two separate varvieties of the eleven cent stamp we have
placed both under the same heading as there was no official change in the color.

This was the first stamp of the 1922 series issued and was first placed on
sale at both Freemont, Ohio, Hayes’ native town and Washington, D. C. on
October 4, 1922, this date being the one-hundredth anmiversary of his birth,
The Department took great care to have this stamp ready in ample time for
distribution on this date, and the first plate, No. 14058, was completed Septem-
ber 29th, going to press the following day. The entire first issue came from this
plate, the later plates not being completed in time to enable their being used
before October 4th.

The new stamps were not available until the morning of Oetober 3rd, and
M. L. Eidsness, Jr., Superintendent of Stamps of the Post Office Department,
was designated by the Hon. W. Irving Glover, Third Assistant Postmaster
General, to go to Freemont, Ohio, and personally deliver the stamps to the
Postmaster there on the morning of Hayes’ one-hundredth anniversary celebra-
tion. He also acted as special representative of the Department in presenting
Scott R. Hayes, son of the former President, a beautifully mounted die proof
of this stamp, autographed by the Postmaster General. With this simple cere-
mony the new series was introduced to the publie.

The use of a portrait of Hayes on one of the new stamps ereated consider-
able diseussion. Those opposed to the choice elaimed that he had been selected
due to the fact that he had been born just one hundred years before, and claim-
ing that this was not sufficient reason for such an honor when others perhaps
better known had been overlooked. Others claimed that he deserved to be so
honored for his courageous way of reforming the eivil service and conciliating
the southern states.

The portrait of ITayes was engraved by J. Eissler and H. 1. Earle, of the
Bureau, after a photograph. The frame design is the same as the lower values,
with the necessary changes for the name of the subjeet and the denomination.

This stamp has been the subjeet of more philatelic writing and discussion
than any one stamp issued in only two major varieties. It appeared in a wider
range of colors than any stamp of the twentieth eentury and the difference is
so marked that the Bureau has on file three distinet colors that had been ap-
proved by the Postmaster General. The previous issue of this denomination
had been printed in green ink but the Department deecided to print the new
stamp in ‘‘light blue ink.”” The first die proof approved in September 1922
was printed in bright deep blue and this color was maintained during the first
printing, which was very small, Most of the early printings of this value were
shades of blue somewhat deeper than the later colors.

In 1925 complaints were received by the Post Office Department of the wide
variations in the shade of this stamp and the Burean was asked to submit
samples of the colors then being used for this value. No attempt was made to
réturn to the original eolor and on February 9, 1925 a sheet from plate No.
15801 was approved in a lighter blne, This eolor was eurrent for about two and
a half years, with variations of more or less green in the make-up of the ink
as well as some appearing in a very light milk blue tone,

The green ecast in the blue became more pronounced and in 1928 the Bureau
issued the stamp in a variety of shades of green withont any trace of the original
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blue. These were so entirely different from the former printing that this variety
was given a separate catalog number. We consider this only as a variety of the
normal color as the change, though marked, was neither intentional nor official
and therefore should not be listed as a separate major variety.

In the early part of 1929 the P. O. Department notified the Bureau that the
variation of shades was unsatisfactory and requested immediate copies in several
shades for approval of a satisfactory color. On April 20th a third distinet
color, this time a milky blue, was approved as the correet shade for future
printings, with the added instructions that effort be made to adhere to this
color as closely as possible.

There is a great difference of opinion on the part of collectors and cata-
logers as to which shades are most desirable. Most of them favor the various
shades of green and give scant heed to the early printings of which there were
a mueh smaller quantity issued. The light ereenish stamps were made between
the middle of August and the end of September 1928, being printed from
plates No. 17617-18-19-20, with a minimum production of 5,000,000 copies.
This color received a great deal of publicity at the time it was current and a
large quantity of this stamp were saved. In marked contrast to this figure,
the number of eleven cent stamps issued during the first fiseal year when the
color was deep bright blue and bright blue, amounted to only 105,100, these being
all that were issued at the time of the earvly printing. These earlier colors
are likely to prove more desirable than the later greens and milky blnes,

When the Universal Postal Union Congresses meet it is customary for each
country to present to the representatives of other countries a book containing
copies of all stamps then being issued by their postal authorities. It is of in-
terest to note the difference in the colors of the 11 ecent stamp found
in these books for the different years. The color for instance in the book issued
for the 1924 Congress at Stockholm, is a light peacock blue; in the 1926, Mexico
City, Pan-American Congress book it is a light greenish blue, while for the
1929 Congress at London the eolor is green, almost the shade of the thirteen
cent, but slightly lighter. This clearly indicates the various color groups found
in this stamp as well as acenrately placing the approximate time when these
ﬂOlUl‘S were current.

There are two variations from the standard in the size of the stamp and in
the spacing between subjects. Neither is of sufficient importance to be classified
as a major variety but are of interest to the collector specializing in United
States issues. As in the lower values plates were laid out with slightly wider
gutters in order to decrease the waste in perforating. These plates however
had no star. The difference being less than 1 mm it is not sufficiently important
to divide this issne in spacing groups. The other variety is one in which the
stamps are wider than normal but not as high, This was caused by the placing
of the paper upon the press sidewise which caused it to shrink in the height of
the stamp and not in the width, this difference in the size of the stamp is about
1 mm per block of fonr, and gives the desien a squat appearance. This again
is not of sufficient importance to be worthy of separate catalog rvank but is
materially of interest to the student,

Shades: Pale peacock blue, light peacock blue, bright peacock blue, peacock blue,
deep peacock blue, bright blue, deep bright blue, pale greenish blue, light
greenish blue, greenish blue, turquoise blue, light turquoise green, turquoise
green, deep turquoise green, pale green, light green, yvellow green, hright
green, green, deep green, pale milky blue, light milky blue, milky blue,
light milky greenish blue, milky greenish blue, greenish blue,

Varieties: a: Plate number block.
b: Wide spaced blocks,
¢: Shorter and wider copies as noted above,
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d: Horizontal pair, imperf between—only one pair known, precancelled
“San Francisco.”
e: Shifted transfer at top.

Plates used:

14058—59, G0, 61

15798—99

15800—01

16445—446, 47, 48

17414%—15%, 16*, 17*, 56%, 57%, 58%, 50*
17617—18, 19, 20

19135—36, 37, 38

*Wide spacing

Plates not used:
19445
20008—09, 10

#692—Eleven Cent, Greenish Blue. Hayes. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x10%4.

Issued September 4, 1931,

It was almost five years after the Bureau had decided to change the Rotary
Press sheet perforations to 11x1014 that values above the ten cent were issued
other than from flat plate and these rotary press printings do not exist other
than with this compound perforation.

Unlike the flat plate printings of this value there has been little variation
in the shade or color of this stamp. There is however one very interesting plate
variety, a recut, that is the most pronounced of any of the 20th Century issues.
This recut was due to some damage to the plate after it had been to press as
copies of the positions have been seen without any evidence of other than
perfeet entries.

On plate 20617, stamps No. 2 and 3 of the lower left pane show obvious
evidenee of recutting on the forehead, stamp two shows this in a very marked
degree and can easily be seen without a glass as each reeut line is much darker
than the other lines of the head. Stamp No. 3 is similarly recut but the lines
are not as marked but can be easily seen with an ordinary glass.

Shades: Greenish blue, bright greenish blue, deep greenish blue.

a: Plate number block (side only.)
b: Recut head 20617 L.L. #2-3. (Illustrated.)

Normal Recut

20617 L. L. =2,

Plates used:
20533—34
20617—18
21078
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Quantity of eleven cent, Hayes, series of 1922

, issued to Postmasters, as reported by

the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal years end-

ing June 30th:

1923...

Ordinary

105,100
26,662,389
38,971,488
44,444,900
39,652,100
39,468,600
33,483,600
34,416,900
27,230,200
22,375,900
30,487,600
30,748,500

NOTES

Precanceled

EEERERERE

18,470,000
20,700,000



1922.35 TssuE 111

THE TWELVE CENT STAMPS GROUPED

#564—Twelve Cent, Brown Violet. Grover Cleveland. No Wmk.
Perf, 11.

Issned March 20, 1923,

There was little need for the new design of this value at the time it was
first issued, it was placed on sale March 20, 1923, at three points, Caldwell, N. J.
Cleveland’s birthplace, Boston, Mass., during a stamp exhibition, and at Wash-
ington, D. C. To have these stamps ready in time for issnance on that day the
only plate finished, was used, this was plate No. 14404,

Three thousand stamps were delivered to the Postmaster at Caldwell for
first day sales and the covers from that office are scarcer than from either of the
other two cities. Boston received ten thousand copies and most of those used
the first day bore a special exhibition eancellation, thongh many carried only
the regular Boston postmark. Washington postmarks are most numerous as the
advance notice did not mention the Department’s intention to issue the new
twelve cent stamps in Boston on March 20th,

The portrait of Cleveland, from a photograph, was engraved by J. Eissler
and E. M. Weeks, of the Bureau. The surrounding design is the same as the
lower values, with the necessary changes to the ribbon and the numerals of value.

Five star plates, with the small additional spacing between subjects, were
made and used for printing this stamp. The star, six pointed on one plate and
five on the others was placed adjacent to the upper right side plate number.
Few collectors noticed this variety and most copies were destroyed. The star
plate number blocks are therefore more desirable than the others as they indicate
the wider spacing, which are interesting though too small to be worthy of
separate catalog rating. Star plate blocks are more common in this value than
any of the others.

In the early part of 1924 a postal clerk in a branch post office in Milwaukee
found one pane of these stamps which had all horizontal perforations lacking.
He laid these stamps aside for a few days but as no collector appeared who
might have been interested in them he cut them apart and sold them singly.
There is therefore no pair in existence of this variety and single copies would
always be open to question. No others were ever found and this worthwhile
variety joins the class of those other philatelic treasures which at one time
existed but are no longer available.

This stamp has shown a slighter variation in color than any of the lower
values except the seven cent. Aside from the star plate blocks and the double
and triple transfers there are no varieties worthy of attention.

Shades: Brown violet, light brown violet, deep brown violet.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Star plate number blocks.
1. Five pointed star.
2, Six pointed star.
¢: Bhifted transfer, position unknown (Illustrated).

Shifted
Transfer.
Position
Unknown.

d: Double transfer,
14404 UR # 2 a marked downward doubling of “CLEVELAND,” both
numerals and “CENTS"” as illustrated.
14404 UL # 63 a small southwestern double transfer as illustrated.



112 Untrep StatEs PostAceE StaMPg oF THE 20mH CENTURY

Pouble
Transfers
Plate
148044
JE)\_“.._—‘/Z—" -
144904 U. R, 72 L U, L, =63

e: Triple transfer (Two-way double transfers),
14404 UL #£73.

One entry was too high and upon erasure left evidence above the
top frame line, and above “TAT"” of “STATES.” The other incorrect
entry was low and too far to the left, which upon being burnished out
left in evidence added lines in several letters of “UNITED STATES"
and in “CENTS" in the frames about both numerals and below the
bottom frame line. (Illustrated.)

14404 UL # 74. This too seemed to have given trouble as it also
had three entries before it was finally correct. One entry was upward
to the right and shows as added lines in the upper left ornament
which is doubled almost throughout, in the upper part of both inner
(side) frame lines, in the upper right corner, in the right numerals
and lower right corner, and along the right frame line. The other
entry left its mark in the lower left corner, the left numeral “CEN"
of “CENTS” and below the bottom frame line (Illustrated).

Two Way
Double Transfers
14404 U. L.

Plates Used:

14404—05, 06, 07
15350—51, 52
15692—93, 94, 95
16257

16404—05, 06
165615

17470—71, 72
18031—32

18398

18424

18921—22, 23
19161—62, 63
19442
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Five Pointed Star:

17418—19, 20
18398

Six Pointed Star:
17421
Plates Not Used:

15353

16403

18425

19164

19443—44
20317—18, 19, 20

#693—Twelve Cent, Brown Violet. Cleveland. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x10%.

Issued Aug. 21, 1931.

This value, which served to pay the special delivery and single letter rate
was the first to be issued after the appearance of the seventeen and the twenty-
five cent rotary press stamps which had been first placed on sale one month
earlier. The precanceled stamps of this value however were not issued until the
fiscal year of 1933.

One plate of the first pair was defective and never used. The wide differ-
ence in plate numbers was caused by the many Bicentennial plates that were
being made at the time. Unlike the flat plate stamps, no worthwhile plate varie-
ties were found.

Shades: Brown violet, deep brown violet.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks (side only).
Plates Used:

20543
20614
20708—09
21179—80

Plates Not Used:
206544

Quantities of twelve cent, Cleveland, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters, as re-
ported by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal
years ending June 30th:

Precanceled
5 11 1 . 37,100
1924 . .00 weee.. 13,616,489
1926:...4 51w WS 61,506,788
1926 v ses DOlal;b0
1927 iinciiwmaiants .. 51,150,000
1928 couiimasasians 56,659,000
19205 wiaes eee. 69,844,200
198050 sss vess.. 66,911,300
o B ) 62,727,000
;1 £ S 50,843,200
p T 36,731,300 27,620,000

i L S T 32,020,900 6,660,000
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THIRTEEN CENT STAMPS GROUPED

#622—Thirteen Cent, Blue Green. Benjamin Harrison. No Wmk,
Perf. 11.

Issued January 11, 1926,

Exactly seven years after the previous thirteen cent stamp had been issued,
and almost twenty-five years after the first one, this stamp appeared—once
more bearing a portrait of former President IHarrison. The same photograph
that was used for the 1902 issue was again the model for Messrs. J. Rissler and
E. M. Hall of the Bureau, who did the engraving work. On this stamp the head
is larger than on the earlier one. The frame design is the same as the other
lower values, with the necessary changes. The first design for this value showed
one of our giant sequoia trees (illustrated).

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used

When the series of 1922 was first issued, this value, for which there was no
actual need, was again omitted as it had often been in the past. In 1925 it
was finally decided to issue this value for prepaying the thirteen-cent postage
and insurance fee on insured parcels. On December 14th of that yvear the die
was approved and the Postal Bulletin of the same day announced that this stamp
would appear January 11, 1926, at Indianapolis, Indiana, and Washington,
D. C, and would be immediately available for postmaster’s requisitions on the
12th,

Aside from the use of star plates and variations in shades of bluish green
there are no philatelic varieties. The earlier printings were in the darker shades
and are slightly more desirable. Unlike the 12¢, the Star plate blocks of this
value are quite scarece,

Shades: Pale bluish green, light bluish green, blue green, bright bluish green, deep
bright bluish green, dark bluish green.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Star plate number blocks.

Plates Used:

18106—07, 08, 10, 11, 12

18524

19104—05, 19, 20, 21, 22
Star Plate Five Pointed Star:

18109—13
Plates Not Used:
20004

20335—36, 37, 38
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+#694_Thirteen Cent, Bluish Green. Harrison. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 11x1015.

Issued Sept. 4, 1931,

This stamp was first placed on sale at the Philatelic Ageney on Sept. 4, 1931,
and was not in general use until about a year later. This value served no special
rate until July 1932 when the inerease in letter rates to the three cents
caused an inereased demand for a thirteen cent stamp to prepay, the combined
special delivery and first class postage rate. It was not issued precancelled
until the fiscal year of 1933.

The shade is brighter than the flat plate issue and a more pronounced green.
No important plate varieties were found.

Shades: Bluish green, bright bluish green.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks (side only).

Plates Used:
20545—46
20712—13
21079

Quantities of Thirteen Cent, Harrison, series of 1925, issued to Postmasters, as re-
ported by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal
vears ending June 30th:

Precanceled
I 3 A 23,505,800
5 1.1 L 18,742,800
1451 B N — 25,268,100
19290 incios vee. 18,978,900
LI cara s wa s 17,488,400
OB ns s waneas 19,609,400
35! 1§ T N S PG 14,600,100
T3R5 s da deiiins 18,082,700 11,130,000
11 S 12,802,300 10,930,000

NOTES
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THE FOURTEEN CENT STAMPS GROUPED.

#565—Fourteen Cent, Dark Blue. American Indian. Hollow Horn
Bear. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued May 1, 1923,

This was the first time that this value had been issued by the Post Office
Department and served no special purpose except for possible use on packages
requiring a fourteen cent fee rather than using two stamps. It was the highest
value bearing the same frame that was common for all lower values and differed
only in the numerals of value and the words ‘‘ American Indian’ below the
vignette. It was first planned to issue it in a yellow green ecolor but the die
proofs were not satisfactory and the stamps were finally printed in indigo blue.

The portrait, engraved by L. 8. Schofield and L. Lamasure of the Bureau,
was after a photograph of Hollow Horn Bear, a Brule Sioux who was extremely
well known among the Indians as well as official Washington. In 1889 when
General Crook was sent with a command to Rosebud to make an agreement with
the Indians, Hollow Horn Bear, because of his ability as an orator, was chosen
as the representative of his people. He later came to Washington on behalf of
his people to take part in the inauguration of President Roosevelt in 1908. Te
remained in Washington and died there in 1913,

It was first issued at Muskogee, Okla., on May 1, 1923. The selection of
this as the point of initial distribution, according to the Department, was because
““it is the most representative Indian town in America, being the headquarters
of the Five Civilized Tribes.”” For the benefit of stamp collectors it was also
placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency in Washington, on the same day. First
day covers from Muskogee are less plentiful than from Washington. There
is no record available of the quantity first sent to the Ageney, and although
20,000 fourteen cent stamps were in the initial shipment to Oklahoma these
first day covers from the latter points are seldom seen, due no doubt to the short
time between the 27th of April, when the official notice was issued, and May 1st.
Unlike some of the other values all four of the first group of plates were used for
printing this first day issue.

This value appeared the same day as the seven, eight and twenty cent
stamps and with these completed the series for all values eontemplated at that
time. It was the only one of these values for which postmasters might make
requisition immediately after the date of issne. Tt is also of interest to note that
the Third Assistant Postmaster General, W. Irving Glover, included the follow-
ing in his announcement about these stamps with reference to this value:
‘‘Requisitions should be submitted promptly after May 1st in order that the
Department may estimate the quantities of the new denomination needed and
notify the contractor accordingly.”’ This was the only one of the new stamps
so noted for special attention.

The sale was much smaller than any of the lower values and used copies are
not as plentiful as any other denomination below the twenty-five cent. Because
of the small quantity issued there were infrequent printings, with a limited
range of shades.

Shades: Deep blue, bright deep blue, dark blue, indigo.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
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15795 LL #91

Marked

Upward

Double
Transfers

Both Show
the “Two Break"
Relief Variety

Position Unknown

Double transfers. One shows a marked upward displacement above
the top frame line, also in the lower left corner and in the “IT" of
“UNITED.'" This has the “two break’ relief variety. Position un-
known (Illustrated).

15795 LL £91, also showing the “two break” is rather similar,
showing above the “TES" in “STATES” and above the top margin
(Illustrated).

A downward double; position unknown, shows in the upper left
corner in “TAT" of “STATES" on the numerals, ete. (Illustrated.)

d:

A Marked
Downward
Double
Position
Unknown

Two-Way
Double Transfer
Position
Unknown

: Two way double. The upward doubling can be seen above the top

frame line, thp downward in the upper right corner (Illustrated).
Position unknown.

Broken IRelief. The top line of the ribbon is broken abhove “AMERI-
CAN INDIAN.” There are four breaks in the relief as illustrated.

1. One break at right.

2. One break at left.

3. Two breaks.

4. Three breaks.

Relief Breaks
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Shifted Transfers, Pesitions Unknown

e: Shifted transfers. Two shifts of the better type, position unknown,
(Illustrated.)

f: Wide spacing. On plate 14515, right panes, one row was entered out
of line resulting in blocks of six showing 2Zmm. vertical spacing be-
tween the right pairs and 3mm. spacing between the left pairs, the
latter being between the fourth and fifth row.

Plates Used:

14512—13, 14, 15, 26
15795—96, 97

166256

17464—65, 66

19417—18, 19, 20, 38, 39, 40, 41

4695 Fourteen Cent, Dark Blue. American Indian. Rotary Press.
No Wmk., Perf. 11x10%5.

Issued Sept. 8, 1931,

Although this denomination served no primary purpose, the decision to
print all values up to fifty cent on the rotary press, naturally ineluded this
stamp. It was first issued in mint form at the Philatelic Agency and not pre-
canceled until the fiseal year of 1933.

Shades: Deep blue, dark blue.

Varieties: Plate number blocks (side only).

Plates Used:
20549—50
20720—21

Quantities of fourteen cent stamps, American Indian, series of 1922, issued to Post-
masters, as reported by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,
for the fiscal years ending June 30th:

Precanceled
n (! 15 GRS e 2,783,600
1924 il i SRR 15,732,089
19 2E e svaraa S 13,636,288
1826 i hae e e i 18,158,400
5 .2 R N S 18,523,000
s E: il A, 19,828,300
2 [ 5L LTRSS 17,089,600
1930....00040++, 19,583,900
YO8 T i nmss v 17,404,000
T8 e 14,007,900
A& o T b 12,906,000 10,600,000

198 s w i Suieuiie 8,631,100 9,460,000
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THE FIFTEEN CENT STAMPS GROUPED
+#566—Fifteen Cent, Grey. Statue of Liberty. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued November 11, 1522,

The subject of this stamp being a symbol of one of the eardinal principles
which governed our entrance into the World War, it was fitting that the Post
Office designate Armistice Day for the initial appearance of this value. It was
first placed on sale in Washington, D. C., Post Office, and also at the Philatelic
Agency for the benefit of stamp collectors.

The first desions for this value contemplated a scenic vignette, showing the
Roosevelt Dam in a square frame and the Vernal Falls at Yosemite in the accept-
ed frame.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used

The design was unlike any of the others of the series, tho the general effect is
sufficiently close to tie in with the rest of them. The subjeet “*Liberty’ is after
a composite photograph and drawing of the Statne of Liberty, with a view of
New York Harbor in the backeround. The central design is partly enclosed
in a spread horseshoe panel supported at the base by acanthus serolls.  Within
the panel and above the design are the words ** United States Postage™ in white
Roman letters. On the ribbon below the design is the word “‘Liberty™ and
under this, at the bottom of the stamp in a white-edged panel, appears the word
““Cents.”” In both lower corners, within eireles with dark backgrounds, are the
white numerals **15."" The entire stamp is enclosed within a single white-line
border, with small panels supported by acanthus serolls in both upper corners.
Like the others in the set it was designed by C. A, Huston of the Bureau. The
engravers were L. 8. Schofield, E. M. Weeks, I'. Montgomery and E, M. Hall.

As in some of the lower values, it was also printed from sheets having a
wider longitudinal spacing between stamps than the standard 23{mm, which
had been in use sinee 1910, The usual star was added to help the perforator to
properly set his machine. The star was five pointed and appeared next to the
side plate number of the upper rieht pane. The difference in spacing is slight
and though not a major philatelic varviety as were the star plates of the earlier
issue, plate number blocks are very scarce.

Copies of this stamp have been seen that present a ‘‘squat’’ appearance, and
upon measurement were found to be almost Imm shorter and the same amount
wider. This was caused as we have explained before, by the paper being placed
im the press sidewise instead of endwise, causing the shrinkage to be in the
height instead of the width. The difference in appearance and size of the design
of these stamps caused some collectors to believe that a new die had been made.
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In spite of the large quantity issued during the many years this stamp had
been current, there has been little variation in the shade, those that are listed are
mainly differences in the value or quantity of ink used on the plates although
at the end of 1930 a very pale grey shade was on sale at numerous post offices.

Shades: Pale grey, light grey, grey, deep grey.

Varieties: a: Star plate number blocks.
b: Ordinary plate number blocks.
c: Two sizes.

Plates used:

14070—71, 72, 73
14910—11, 12, 13
17460—61, 62, 63
17525—26, 27, 28, 29
17931—32, 33, 34
18928—29, 30
19139—40, 41, 42

19462—63
20180—81, 82
Star plates,

17422—23, 24, 25, 30, 31, 32, 33
Plates not used:
20211—12, 13, 14

#696—Fifteen Cent, Grey. Liberty. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 11x10%.

Issued August 27, 1931.

This stamp was first placed on sale in Washington at the Philatelic Agency
and at the Convention of The Air Mail Society on August 27, 1931. It was not
until almost a week later before copies of this stamp were sent to other post
offices. They were not issued precanceled until the fiscal year of 1933,

There was little variation in color of these stamps and no major plate
varieties have been reported. This was the highest value having the design
vertical and as such the highest denomination perforated 11x1014.

Shades: Grey, deep grey.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Shifted Transfer. One copy was found with an outward doubling of
the left frame line. Position unknown.

Plates used:
20547—48
20722—23
21181—82

Quantities of Fifteen Cent, Liberty, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters, as report-
ed by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal years
ending June 30th:

Precanceled
d 5L Y L 1,231,600
1924, . ..., 56,964,489
i B 7 S 74,325,688
p £ 5] S 94,952,700
1927 aawa s van s 85,262,300
1928.....0000... 82,074,200
1989 cnnwies awn o 86,961,900
TR0 s aum ¢ 86,810,500
LB oy van Dei . 74,187,700
TORE: Sice s ra . 59,187,900
1883, i v i s 653,737,400 19,690,000
d B . 63,660,100 8,790,000
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SEVENTEEN CENT STAMPS GROUPED.
#623—Seventeen Cent, Black. Woodrow Wilson. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued December 28, 1925,

A short time after the death of Woodrow Wilson, war time President, the
Post Office Department was swamped with requests from all parts of the country
for a memorial stamp. The Postmaster General did not feel that fime was
opportune for such an issue as the Harding stamp had appeared but a short
time previously and was still on sale at the majority of the Post Offices. To
issue another stamp under similar eircumstances at this time would defleet from
the Harding glory and the late ex-president might mnot receive the honor fo
which he was entitled. The Postmaster promised that it would, however, be
used on a new value to be issued at a later date.

In the early part of 1925 two new values were issued but neither bore a
portrait of Wilson. On September 2, 1925, the Wilson Foundation requested
Postmaster New to issue a stamp in time for Wilson’s 69th birthday which was
to be celebrated on December 28th. Mr. New said that the new stamp could not
be finished by that time, the Foundation heads then went to the President and
requested him to instruet the Postmaster to issue the stamp by this date and it
was reported by the Associated Press on September 29th that President Coolidge
had ordered the Wilson stamp to be prepared forthwith.

Many predicted that the new stamp might be of the thirteen cent denomina-
tion. as this had been Wilson’s lucky number, but it finally appeared as the
seventeen cent value, which had a more definite purpose than the lower figure,
both of which were to be added to the then current series.

This stamp, though listed by the Bureau and the Post Office Department
as ““series of 1925,”" belongs to this group as the frame design is the same as that
used for all values above the fifteen cent, and also the same size as the other
stamps with the long side horizontal. The central design is a portrait of
Woodrow Wilson within a semi-cirele partly enclosed in a panel which is sup-
ported on either side by acanthus serolls. Within this panel and abave the
portrait appear the words “* United States Postage’ in white Roman letters. On
the ribbon below the portrait is the name ““Wilson™ and under this, at the
bottom of the stamp, appears the word ‘‘Cents.”” In both lower corners, within
cireles with dark backgrounds, are the white numerals “*17.7 Triangular white
line ornaments appear in both upper corners and the entire stamp is enclosed
within a single white-line border,

The photograph used as a model was selected by Mrs., Wilson and Norman
Davis, President of the Woodrow Wilson Foundation. It was said fo have been
his favorite pose, taken during his second term of office. The stamp was en-
graved by J. Eissler and E. M. Hall, of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing
after the design by C. A, Huston,

As was the custom with the 1922 series, this stamp was first issued at places
of special significance to the subject. The initial sale took place at Staunton,
Virginia, his birthplace—Princeton, N. J., his home, New York City, the head-
quarters of the Foundation and also at Washington, D. C. A first day ecover
from Columbia. S. (., was found to have been back-dated by an accommodating
postal elerk. In Washingion they were on sale at the Agency as well as at the
Post Office and first day covers from there are more plentiful than from other
points.

This value was issued primarily for use in prepaying a combined postage
and registry fee but was also available to the amount of its value for other
purposes. It was mainly used for registered letters and as suech needed no other
stamp. The sale of this stamp was much smaller than any of the lower values
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and many of the higher ones and is much less common, especially preeancelled,
than any other value below the Two Dollar.,

Printed in bank note blank ink it has practically no color variation.

The speeialized catalog lists a variety “‘Printed on both sides.”’ This would
seem to indicate a stamp with full impression on both sides and as such, an
extreme rarity. This however is not the case as the stamp in question has only a
corner printed on the back and should only be ranked as a *“freak’’.

Shades: Grey black, black.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Partial print on back.

Plates used:
18021—22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28

Plates not used:
18143—44, 45, 46
19127—28, 29, 30
19464—65, 66, 67

#697—Seventeen Cent, Black. Wilson. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 1015x11,

Issued July 25, 1931.

This value, along with the twenfy-five Cent was the first of the high value
rotaries to be placed on sale at post offices. The designs of these stamps being
the same as the then current series, they were not considered by the Post Office
as a new issue and no official announcement was made relative to first day sale.
But for the efforts of II. M. Sonthgate and W. R. M’'Coy, President and Vice
President respectively of the Burean Issue Association, the first day’s sale wonld
have gone unnoticed and no actnal first day covers would be available. This
stamp and the twenty-five cent, printed on the rotary press were placed on sale
at the main post office in Brooklyn, N. Y. on Saturday, July 25, 1931. They
were placed on sale just prior to elosing time and only twenty-six covers were
mailed with this stamp affixed, including only two with plate numbers. Two
days later they were placed on sale at the Philatelic Ageney.

These stamps, and all higher values printed on the rotary press are perfo-
rated 1014x11 instead of 11x10V4. This is due fo the stamps being printed and
perforated sidewise on the sheet instead of upright as in the case of the lower
values. The sidewise curving causes these stamps to be longer than the flat plate
stamps. On the press the plate numbers are on the outside edee of the sheets as
usual, but when cut into sheets of 400 and held in normal horizontal position
the numbers appear in the top and bottom margins of the sheets, above and below
the first vertical row on the left panes and the tenth vertical row on the right
panes. To avoid confusion the panes are generally recognized by the location
of the plate number when the stamps are held in normal position, the upper left
pane having the plate number in the upper left corner above the first stamp,
the upper right pane above the upper right stamp in the pane (No. 10) ete.

This value was originally issued to prepay the combined Registry and
postage rate. In spite of the inerease of first elass mail to three ecents an ounce,
which necessitated an 18c rate, there was no material change in the guantity
issued after July 1932 when the new rate became effective. No major plate
varieties have been reported and there has been little variation in the color.

Shades: Grey black, black.
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, top or bottom only.

Plates used:
20535—36
20724—25
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Quantities of seventeen cent, Wilson, series of 1925, issued to Postmasters as re-
ported by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal
vears ending June 30th:

Precanceled
198Q . iace emmanns 24,051,700
TR s e womanis 17,663.000
FODR ooiaura wenein s 20,884,400
TBAD . i alanatias 19,047,700
p ! | 20,052,300
1931 . 0nm s nm sy 19,336,600
b ot 5 R 13,643,600
TORY vonininsamee manne 10,989,900 8,030,000
14, 3 T 10,494,400 8,864,000

NOTES
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Golden Gate FPainted by W. A. Coulter

TWENTY CENTS STAMPS GROUPED

#567—Twenty-Cent, Carmine Rose. Golden Gate. No Wmk. Perf, 11.

Issued May 1, 1923,

More preliminary drawings were made for this value than any of the others.

Photozraphs
of Orviginal
Drawings
Not Used

The first of these showed Niagara Falls in a most unattractive frame. The next
design portrayed the Vernal Falls in the Yosemite and this was originally
announced as the subject for the Twenty-Cent stamp. The desiens submitted
did not prove sufficiently attractive and it was decided to use some other scene
from the West. A design was prepared in the frame of the lower values showing
Holy Cross Mt. This too was discarded in favor of Mt. Rainier in the frame of
the 15 Cent. A die was made and a proof in blue submitted to the Postmaster
General. In spite of the beauty of this design it was decided to show the Golden
Gate on this value.



1922-35 Issur 125

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used

An old wood cut, used as a model for the 5¢ Panama Pacific issue was used
for the first desiens portraying the Golden Gate, one vertical and the other
horizontal. The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce submitted a photograph
of a painting of the Golden Gate by W. A. Coulter which was found more
acceptable and used on the design approved by the Postmaster General on April
9, 1923.

The frame design for the stamp is the same as the seventeen-cent with the
necessary changes of the numerals of value, on the ribbon below the vignette is

Photographs

of Original
Drawings
Not Used

Golden Gate After An 0Old Wood Cut
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Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used

the title ‘‘Golden Gate.’”” Tt was designed by C. A. Huston and engraved by
L. 8. Schofield, E. M. Weeks, and E. E. Myers of the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing.

Both types of plates were used to print these stamps. Except for the two
cent, more star plates were used for this value than any of the others, in spite
of this, star plate number blocks were generally overlooked and are quite searce.
The star was five pointed and appeared only once on each plate and then always
below the side plate number of the upper right pane. With but one exception,
plates up to and ineluding No. 20038 had eight plate numbers, two to each pane.
In 1930, for purposes of economy, the side plate numbers were discontinued.
Number 17725 was assigned to a 20 cent plate in 1925 but it was not certified
until April 14, 1930 and in line with the new policy the side numbers were
omitted.

This stamp remained current for more than eight years and was generally
used by brokerage houses on ‘‘registered mail return receipt requested.”” There
was but little variation in shade although several sheets were found in a deep
earmine lake. A printing was made with the grain of the paper horizontal
instead of vertical which resulted in stamps being shorter and higher and pre-
senting a squat appearance.

In 1929 a half sheet from plate 19646 was found in California, imperf
vertically. This and a double transfer on plate 18925 are the only important
varieties of this stamp.

Shades: Carmine rose, bright carmine rose, deep carmine rose and carmine lake.

Varvieties: a: Plate number blocks.

Star plate number blocks.

Imperf vertically.

Double transfer. 18925 UL (Illustrated).
Two sizes.

oo T

Double Transfer
18925 U. L.




1922-35 Issur 127

Plates used:

14559—60, 61, 62
14966—67, 68, 69
15536—37, 38, 39, 72, 73, 74, 75
16646—47, 48, 49
17530—31, 32, 33
17682—83, 84, 85, 86
18377

189256—26, 27
19131—32, 33, 34
19468

19646—47, 48, 49
19872

20033—34, 37, 38

Plate number at top and bottom only:

17725
20195—96, 97, 98
20271—72, 73, T4

Star plates:
17227—28, 29, 30

17426—27, 28, 29
18668—69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 88, 89, 90, 91

Plates not used:

18378
20305—06, 07, 08

#698 Twenty-Cent, Carmine Rose. Golden Gate. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf, 1014x11.

Issued Sept. 8, 1931.

This stamp was first issued in mint form at the Philatelic Ageney along
with several other values on Sept. 8, 1931, [t was not until the fiseal year of
1933 that the Bureau issued them precanceled.

There is one very interesting plate variety on this stamp which has caused
considerable difference of opinion. On the lower right pane of plate 20538 (plate
number below stamp No. 100) the 26th stamp appeared to have a heavy vertical
gash in the npper right corner which was generally believed to be a erack and so
listed in the catalog. This is now accepied as a double transfer.

The marks, consisting of two distinet vertical lines, and two horizontal
marks are believed to have been caused by the accidental dropping of transfer
roll on the plate and impressing part of the left frame line and adjacent part
of the design.

Shades: Carmine rose, deep carmine rose,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, top and hottom only.
b: Double transfer. 20538 LR. 26 (Illustrated).

Double Transfer 20538 L. R. Z£26
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Plates used:
20537—38
20688—89

20728—29, 30

Quantities of Twenty Cent, Golden Gate, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters, as
reported by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal
year ending June 30th:

Precanceled
5 K12 P ——— - 60,100
DL s ® v 5w 86,602,289
5 e e 116,786,788
928 meeis 144,353,900
1927 csawmimaerais 140,452,500
A B [ R e e 145,562,300
1929, .iciiaias ..146,739,200
I Ry | Ty 144,809,100
a - 15 . ..123,418,200
1982, c0vennsnsess 97,720,200
1988 . e vsviwesy 14,971,800 34,730,000
1984 v vnisovmanns 69,114,400 15,190,000

NOTES
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TWENTY-FIVE CENT STAMPS GROUPED

#568—Twenty-Five Cent, Green. Niagara Falls,. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Iszued November 11, 1922,

As this stamp portrays Niagara alls whiel is owned by Canada and the
United States, it was fitting that it he issued on Armistice Day, and it was first
placed on sale in Washington, D. O, along with the fifteen and fifty cent stamps.
This being a new value, postmasters were allowed 1o immediately send in requi-
sitions for a limited quantity. It served no special letter rate but was infended
for prepayment of pareel post charges amounting to tweniy-five cents, _

The first designs for this value had the Arlington Amphitheatre as the
vignette, one showing the outside and the other the inside. These were dis-
earded and Niagara Falls substituted, the latter havine originally been intended
for the twenty cent but was replaced by a western seene.  The vienctte is a
view of the Falls taken from Goat lIsland looking toward the Mmerican shore.
It was desiened by (. A, Huston after a photograph and drawine. and en-
f_{l'i!\'l‘([ by (. M. Chalmers and E. Myers, all of the Bureau of Eneraving and
Printing.  The frame design is the same as the lower values, below the vienette,
on a ribbon is the title ** Niagara.”’ .

Photogeaphs of Orviginal Drawings Not Used

It first appeared in a deep ereen. Having been enrrent for almost nine
years, it was found in a wide range of shades some being light vellow green and
others dark green with a decided bluish cast,

In 1927 a strip of three was fonnd imperf. horizontally and in 1928 a bloek
of twenty was found with the same defeet. These were found in Atlanta, Ga.,
the latter find was broken into strips and pairs with the exeeption of one block
showing plate number 14063 in the right marein,

In 1934 a bloek of eight in the dark shade of the eavlier printing was dis-
covered with one vertical row perf 10, the vest being the normal pert 11, This
odd perf was in the eenter of the bloelk between vertical pairs. This is identical
fo the ecompound varieties of the 11e of the 1917 issue of which a sheet was fonnd
having the horizontal pert between the second and thivd rows of stamps PART
perf 10, and the remainder of the row and the sheet pert 11, This oddity was
explained by I. M. Southeate in the ** Bureau Specialist,” December 1934 as
follows.

“When the first used pair showed up it was assumed that the oddity was made

about the time the change from perf 10 to perf 11 but the location of plate blocks
and the 1922 series item apparently makes it certain that the perforating was done
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mueh later and that all items showing but one row of perf 10's with the rest perf
11 are from sheets perforated from the same perforator and that the explanation
of the oddity will only be found with the answer as to how the odd perf 10 holes
come into the picture,

“The answer apparently is that in all these cases, in the set up of one flat bed
perforator a perf 10 wheel was incorrectly monnted with a perf 11 wheel.

“It seems practically certain that the 19th row of wheels had a perf 11 die
wheel correctly mounted but that the pin wheel was paired incorrectly, an old perf
10 wheel being used. Upon checking at the Bureau we found that the wheels are
interchangeable, except for the spacing, diameter of the pins and the holes in which
they engage. The pin wheel is loose on the shaft and this follows the drive given
by the female die wheel. Apparently the loose 10 pin wheel can follow the closer
spacing of the fixed 11 die, but the reversal, i. e. a loose 11 would presumably be
unable to follow a fixed 10.

“The guess as to why the perf 10 pin wheel takes command for a short time is
that some wear of the set serew holding the female die on the arbor permits a slip
of the wheel for a small part of a revolution. The Abraham block (11le¢ 1917 sheet
mentioned above) shows twenty-nine perf 10 holes in the row and then back again
to perf 11.”

Mr. Southgate in checking up on the plates blocks of the 1917 issue, showing
this perforation oddity found that these must have been perforated from the end
of 1922 to about May 1923. This compound perf may therefore be found on
many of the other values of this issue. On the vertical design the combination
of 10 and 11 perfs would be between the second and third horizontal rows on
the upper panes and on the horizontal designs between the eighth and ninth
vertical rows of the right panes. In each case the perf ten may be found on
plate number blocks.

An interesting plate variety consisting of two parallel seratches ocenrred
on stamp 26 of the lower left pane of plate 17445, These are very marked and
appear as a bridge across the alls, Thru the efforts of Geo. T. Turner numer-
ous double transters have been recorded although their position is still unknown.

Shades: Yellow green, deep yvellow green, dark yellow green, deep bluish green,
dark bluish green, dark green.

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.
: Imperf horizontally.
¢: Compound perf 11x10x11x11 and 11x11x11x10.
d: Plate flaw. Scratch. “Bridge across the Falls.” 17445 LL 26 (Illus-
trated).

Plate Flaw
Serateh

“Dridze Across
Niagara®™

e: Shifted transfer. Shows inside the right frame line, the vignette frame
line at right, “GE" of “POSTAGE."” Position unknown. (Illustrated).
Another shows inside right frame line, to right of vignette frame

line at right. Position unknown, (Illustrated).
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Shifted Transfers
Positions Unknown

f: Double transfer. One shows only along the right side; but for the
slight downward displacement this might be classed as a shift. The
position is not known but the copy found had a part of the sheet mar-
gin at right indicating its pane position as the tenth vertiecal row right
pane (Illustrated).

An upward double shows in “STS" of “STATES" and above Lhe
top frame line (lllustrated). Position unknown but copies seen show
guide line at top, indicating top row, bottom panes.

A south-eastern double shows outside the bottom and right frame
lines. Position unknown (Illustrated).

Double Transfer Position Unknown

A marked szouth-eastern double shows in numerous letters of
UNITED STATES POSTAGE—"EN" of “CENTS" to the left and above
the left numeral frame, below the bottom frame line and to the right
of the right frame line. Position unknown (Illustrated).
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Plates used:

14062—63, G4, 65
16626—27, 28, 29
17442—43, 44, 45

Plates not used:

17642—43, 44, 45
20343—44, 45, 46

#699—Twenty-Five Cent, Green. Niagara. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 1014x11.

Issued July 25, 1931,

Along with the seventeen eent, this was the first of 1he high value rotaries
to be issued. 1t was placed on sale in the main Post Office. Brook'yn, New York
on July 25, 1931 without advance notice. Only twenty-six first day covers were
mailed of which two had a plate number.

In 1933 a pair was found having one stamp on double paper. This must
have covered at least one row but the others were sold hefore the varviety was
discovered. These stamps are printed endwise and the donble paper would
therefore be in vertical rows instead of horizontal as on the low values,

There has been but little variation in the shade of this stamp, the eolor heing
light green, somewhat lighter than the first prinfing of the flat plate stamps.

Shades: Bright green, deep bright green.

Varvieties: a: Plate number bloeks top or bottom only,
b: Double paper.

Plates used:

20539—40
20730

Quantities of twenty-five cent, Niagara, series of 1022, issued tu_PnstmaHters, as
reported by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing for the fiscal
vears ending June 30th:

VG285 e v o5 v 9,263,600
LN & p e 5 6,425,389
EBABC. o e poece pwew e 8,752,488
L0206, ven vimeeimie e 11,517,300
LGBT s w4 om 13,062,400
LB o cemparams 13,557,900
L 2% vvir s 13,252,000 Precanceled
D [ e 15,242,000
TBB L s e ssmnanavean 15,263,400
TABE s sy 10,713,200
150 B 11 S - A 11,162,400 5,070,000
TO34, ooy mrmsieieies 8,023,800 3,540,000

NOTES
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Buiralo Group . S, Museum

THIRTY CENT STAMPS GROUPED

+569—Thirty Cent, Olive Brown. Buffalo. No Wmk. Perf, 11,
Issued March 20, 1923,

This stamp was first placed on sale in Washington. D. (', along with several
other values on March 20, 1923, which date was of no speeial significance. Only
one plate was finished in time for printing the stamps for first day sale, namely
No. 14436, There was little immediate need for this stamp as evidenced by the
small quantity issued before the end of the fiseal year of 1923. This value
served no special rate but was used for payment of postage on parcels amounting
to more than thirty cents, i

The frame is the same as the other horizontal designs, with the necessary
changes in the numerals of value. This is the only stamp in the series having
no ribbon below the eenter design containing the title of the vignette. It was
most likely the belief that everyone would know that it was a Buffalo. The
stamp was designed by (. A. Huston after a photograph of a group in the U. S.
Museum in Washington. L. 8. Schofield and E. M. Hall were the engravers.

The thirty cent stamp is best known for the marked double transter of one
of the subjects on plate 16065, This needs no glass and it is bard to understand
how such a defect could pass the eareful plate inspeetion at the Burean. An-
other interesting plate flaw, on the upper right pane of plate 17446 consists of a
heavy gash in the lower part of the design on four stamps. These too were on
the plate proof bui ave not as obvious as the double transter. There was but
little variation in the shade during the eight yvears it was current.

shades: Olive brown, bright olive brown, deep olive brown,
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Varieties: a: Plate number blocks.

b: Shifted transfer. Marked shift on the entire left side. From an un-
known plate, the stamp is straight edge at bottom, indicating the bot-
tom row of an upper pane. (Illustirated).

¢: Double transfer 16065 UR # 52, This marked downward double shows
in almost the entire right side, in the ornament, in the upper right
corner, in and around “STAGE" of “POSTAGE,” in “30"” and below
the bottom frame line. (Illustrated).

A Marked Double

Shift Transfer
Position LEHITH
LUnknown U. R. 52

d: Plate flaw, 17446 UR # 2-3-5-6. This was most likely caused by
some [oreign substance on the transfer roll which disappeared after
stamp # 6 had been rocked in. (Illustrated).

T ——

@Q

#HZ #2 #5 #6

Plate Flaws 17446 U. R.

Plates used:

14436—37, 38, 39
16065—66, 67, 68
16465—66, 67, 68
17446—47, 48, 49
17568—59, 60, 61
20191—92, 93, 94

Plates not used:
20275—76, 77, 78

#700—Thirty Cent, Olive Brown. Buffalo. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 104,x11.

Issued September 8, 1931.

This value printed on the rotary press was first issued at Washington, D. C.
along with several other values on September 8, 1931,

There was but little variation in the shade and only one plate flaw was
discovered.

Shades: Olive brown, deep olive brown.



Varieties: a:
b:

Plates used:
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Plate number blocks, top and bottom only.

Plate flaw. 20552 UR #30. There is a jagged line of color, running
across the upper left part of the vignette, starting below the “E" of
“UNITED” and ending at the “A"” of “STATES.” Its irregularity
seems to indicate a crack rather than a scratch. It was not on the
early copies of the stamp.

20551—52

20743-44

Quantities of thirty cent, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters, as reported by the
Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal years ending

June 30th:
Precanceled
T98E i vein s wiass wisine 23,100
984 v siae 14,200,589
IO B ars e, v 37,339,488
TORG - ccinn it dieis o 42,155,200
THRN: o ia woeca e aes = 26,738,600
TG99, o ns Bosmrey " 28,561,200
L9920 . v eouimmnon & 36,296,600
T80 e wmamems 36,581,600
T8 o oo s woarams 32,285,600
19232 wmnms avwoe 23,881,100
1983 civaimsin svses 22,878,000 15,420,000
717 G R A 18,173,600 5,240,000

NOTES
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FIFTY CENT STAMPS GROUPED
#570—Fifty Cent, Lilac. Arlington Amphitheatre. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued November 11, 1022

This valne was fittingly issued on November 11, 1922, along with the other
values whose subjects had a speeial sienificance on Armistice Dav. It was first
placed on sale in Washington, D, (,

Photogeaphs of Orviginal Drawings Not Used

The first design for this value portrayed the eapitol. This was followed
by the Vernal Falls in the Yoscewite in the fifteen cent frame. 'This too, was
disearded in favor of the Arlington Amphitheatve which had been originally
used for the twenty-five cent and an intended new value the forty cent, which
was never issued.

Photograph
of Original
Drawing
Not Used

The design approved September 14, 1922, was prepared by (. A. Tuston
after a photograph and drawine. The photographs were taken for the Bureau
of Engraving especially for use on the s‘amp. The Tomh of the Unknown
Soldier is not as shown on the stamp.  Had the view of the tomb, as large as
shown on the stamp been pictured in its true position, nothing but pillars would
appear in the stamp. This change greatly inereased the beauty of the design.
The master die was engraved by L. S, Schofield and E. M. Hall.

In spite of frequent printings during the nine years it was current, there
was little variation in the shade and these listed arve mainly differences in the
value or quality of the ink used.
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Shades: Lilac, dull lilac, deep dull lilac.

Varieties: a: Plate number hlocks,
b: Shifted transfer, A marked westward doubling of the vertical lines on
the left sides of the frame. Position unknown. (Illustrated),
¢: Double transfer. A slight doubling in the vignette and the vignette
frame line at the left. Position unknown. (Illnstrated).

Shifted idouble
eanster Transter

Positions Unknown

Plates used:

14042—43, 44, 45
156161—52, 53, 54
17479—80, 81, 82
19143-—44, 45, 46

Plates not used:

19410—11, 12, 13

#701—Fifty Cents, Lilac. Arlington Amphitheatre. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 1014x11.

Issued September 4, 1931.

This was the highest value to be printed on the rotary press as a means of
redueing the cost of manufacturing. It was sold in mint form at the Phila-
telic Ageney on September 4, 1931, but not issued precanceled till about a year
later.

Shades: Lilac, deep lilac,
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks. top and bottom only.
Plates nsed:

20553—54
20745—46
Quantities of fifty cent, Arlington Amphitheatre, series of 1922, issued to Postmast-

ers, as reported by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for
the fiscal years ending June 20th:

Precanceled
A9 2T e 553 s e 35,600
1924 . .0 e o 8,313,319
1926, v vve vviennn 29,576.558
A 2 31,817,900
THRT o5 wows wmmwiss 27,622,700
L9288 iii wwi s ws 51,479,600
RO ns sanvena i 30,066,800
L8300 v cccmanai v 29,841,500
DB Ly S o 26,455,900
L B i v s e 19,688,800
1833, . v nnnnn 15,884,800 10,460,000

. 5 S 14,945,060 4,460,000
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#571—One Dollar, Violet Brown. Lincoln Memorial. No Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued Feb. 12, 1923.

This stamp was first issued on the Anniversary of Lincoln’s birthday at
Washington, D. (., and at Springfield, Illinois, Lincoln’s home and final resting
place. Covers from Washington are not as scarce as those from Springfield but
neither is common. This is largely due to the high denominations.

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used

The original design for this value portrayed ‘ Columbia’” in a elassical
frame. However this was disearded in favor of the Lincoln Memorial, after
a photograph and drawing. It was designed by C. A. Huston and engraved by
L. 8. Schofield and W. Wells, all of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

The plates used to print this value consisted of two hundred subjects,
(10x20) divided into units of fifty by horizontal and vertical guide lines. Ior
issuance to Post Offices, the sheets were cut along the horizontal guide line into
panes of 100. This cutting left the top and bottom arrows complete. The
vertical guide line is of course perforated. The design is the same as the values
above fifteen cents with the necessary changes of value,

Several double transfers have been reported on the stamp but most of them
are too minor to be worthy of recognition. There are two distinet shades, the
early printings being much lighter. This is the only variety of the one dollar
stamp as the limited demand did not necessitate the use of rotary press printings.

Shades: Light violet brown, deep violet brown.

Varieties: a: Line blocks showing perforated vertical guide line between.

3:  Plate number blocks, top and bottom only.

¢: Complete arrow line blocks, top and bottom only.

d: Double transfer. A westward displacement showing outside the left
frame line, in “ED"” of “UNITED" and “PO” of “POSTAGE.” Posi-
tion unknown. (Illustrated).

18682 Upper #15. A northwestern double showing above the
top frame line and to the left of the left inner and outer frame lines.
(Illustrated).
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Double
Transfers

Position Unknown 18682 U. #15

e: Compound transfer. 18682 Upper #35. This is a combination of a
shift and a double transfer., The first entry was too high and too far
to the left. KEvidences of the first entry are along the left inner and
outer frame line, below and to the right of “U" of “UNITED,” in the
first “T" of “STATES" and above the inner and outer frame line in
the upper right. In making the final entry, the transfer roll was shift-
ed to the right causing a doubling at the right. (Illustrated).

Compound Transfer

18682 U. #£5

Plates used:

14268
18642—80, 81, 82

Quantities of one dollar, Lincoln Memorial, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters, as
reported by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal
years ending June 30th:

i B, e e P 20,100
1924w 244,439
L9226 vivievnnmss 3,801,265
11 4,308,620
LIBT s v e i 3,683,860
L9228 vvivions wmim ws 3,762,370
LI2Dcvmwnaenwani 4,025,790
LIS Wscoivsmrmawimns 4,037,330
LIBL.nvvvvavanes 3,149,210
B LT 2,475,150
I983 s Bei vns or 2,569,176

LO 4 v e e imim womie wie 2,781.640
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+#572—Two Dollar, Blue. Capitol. No Wmk. Perf. 11.
Issued Mar. 20, 1923,

This stamp which portrays the Capitol was issued on Mareh 20, 1923 at
Washineton, D. (. along with several other values. The date had no special
significance.

(. A. Huston designed this stamp after a photograph and drawing which
had originally been used on the first design for the fifty eent. L. 8. Schofield,
. M. Hall and L. Kautman of the Durean of Engraving and Printing exeented
the engraving,

Only one, two Lundred subjeet plate was made for this value. Like the one
dollar stamp the sheets were eut horizontally into panes of 100.  Complete top
and bottom arrows, as well as perforated vertieal gnide line blocks are obtain-
able. There was little variation in the shade and only one plate flaw worthy of
note has been found.

Shades: Light blue, bright blue, deep bright blue.

Varvieties: Plate number blocks, top and bottom only.

Complete arrow blocks, top and bottom only.

Line blocks showing perforated vertical guide line between.

Plate flaw. 14306 Upper #40. A series of dots running southwest
from the upper left corner. (Illustrated),

Ro ok

Plate Flaw 306 U, =40

Plates used:
14306

Quantities of two dollar, Capitol, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters, as reported
by the Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal year
ending June 30th:

EG23 v i A T.400
1924, . .ssnsiaes 20,139
il 1 S 205,045
1056 v msannens 132,990
LT o vve o wmcwa 169,270
1928, e vusimn s 189,040
1929w as cuams 184,710
PO csvaca wina wisidims 220,020
9L ovaa s saaws 147,350
K83 invian veaes 87,950
1033 ssiv mas s 301,580
RERR . s vimiscier s 240,865

#573—Five Dollar, Carmine and Blue. America. No Wmk, Perf, 11,
Issued March 20, 1923,

This was the highest value in the series of 1922 and along with several other
values was first placed on sale at Washington, on Mareh 20, 1923.
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Photozeaph ol Original Drawing Not | sed

A photograph of the replica of a statne surmounting the U. S, Capitol was
tised for the vignette. The same subjeet in a plain vertical frame was used in
the first drawing. DBefore being approved the design was changed being placed
in the horizontal frame of the values above the fifteen cent. €. A. Hnston de-
signed it and Jo Bissler, I 1. Earvle. 2. ML Weeks and . aas, all of the Bureau
ol Engraving and Printing engraved it.

This stamp was printed in two colors from 100 subjeet plates, divided into
units of twenty-five by horizontal and vertical cuide lines, These are perforated
but as the stamps are issued in fu'l sheets, complete arrow and eenter line blocks
are available.

A large quantity of these stamps have been issued in recent vears but most
of those used were by banks, stock exelianee houses and insuranee companies who
prior to use destroy the philatelic value of their stamps by perforating them
with company initials, A large bloek of these stamps on a cover is more eommon
than a similar sized bloek of one or two dollar stamps.

Shades: Carmine and blue,

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, top only.
b: Complete arrow and center line blocks,

Plates used:
Vignette 14326
Frame 14327

Quantities of five dollar, America, series of 1922, issued to Postmasters, as reported
by the Director of the Burean of Engraving and Printing, for the fiscal vears
ending June 30th

i 0 R A e EarteF 6,700
ERSA, e sivasea 2,399
57 15,395
1926, ..o, 34,655
b1 S 25,600
OB sovne s eias 53,010
1929 0 i svas somwsiaa 45,720
LU s cwsmatins 5,000
193w cumran via 10,100
IO Foaiei By 100
FEARGE Sy e 155,100
19834 . . . 0vnnvnans 189,660

Proofs
Large die proofs exist of all these values.
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NOTES



CHAPTER II
THE PARCEL POST ISSUE

An Act of Congress, approved Angust 24, 1912, making appropriations for
the Postal Service for the fiscal year 1913, contained the following interesting
provisions as to the earrying of Parcel Post and special stamps:

“That the rate on postage on fourth-class matter weighing not more than four
ounces shall be one cent for each ounce or fraction of an ounce; and on such matter
in excess of four ounces in weight shall be by the pound, as hereinafter provided,
the postage shall in all cases be prepaid by distinctive postage stamps aflfixed.

“PARCEL POST EQUIPMENT, 1913 That the Postmaster General shall pro-
vide such special equipment, maps, stamps, directories and printed instructions as
may be necessary for the administration of this section * % *7

There had long been a need for an inexpensive means of sending small
packages by mail other than by first-class rates. The express company interests
had successfully fought such legislative action until 1912 at which time the
Pareel Post law was passed. This act was of great interest fo philatelists as it
brought with it new designs in both stamps used for prepayment of this service
and special due stamps to cover insufficient postage.

Under the above provision the Post Office Department instructed the Burean
of Engraving and Printing to prepare designs for a set of twelve values, from
one cent to one dollar. These were to be in three groups of four stamps each,
the four lowest values representative ef the working personnel of the Postal
Serviee, transportation of the mail on the next four. and the last group to repre-
sent the manufacturine and agricultural interests of the eountry. Designs were
selected and approved by Postmaster General Iiteheoek after an extensive series
of photographs and sketehes had been submitted by Direetor J. K. Ralph, of
the Burean. The frames and arrangement of the central subjeets were designed
by €. A. Huston, the Bureau artist.

The new regulations were scheduled to go into effect January 1, 1913, and
it was hoped that the stamps would be in the hands of the potential nsers before
that date. The Burean of Engraving and Printing began work on the first plates
for this series October 11th and had finished those of the ten cent denomination
by November 12th and the plates were put to press as soon as completed. De-
signs for some of the values were not satisfactory to the Postmaster General,
whieh resulted in a delay in the issuance of these values until some time after
the first of January.

The frame design and color was uniform for all values, each denomination
having a different vignette. The stamps measured 1x114 inches between perfo-
ration lines. In a curved panel across the top, supported by a paneled perpen-
dieular column at each end, appear the words “*U. 8. PARCEL POST" in
Roman eapital letters. Triangular ornaments oceupy both upper corners. The
denomination in laree numerals is in each lower corner, with the title of the
subjeet and the word “*CENT™, ““CENTS"" or ““DOLLAR’" between.

They were printed from one hundred and eighty subject plates, (10x18).
These were divided into four panes of 45 (5x9) by horizontal and vertical guide
lines terminated in arrows at the margins. In preparving the stamps for Post
Office distribution the sheets were cut horizontally and vertically along these
lines and so issued. Plates numbers appeared twice on each pane of 45. The
stamps being printed in red caused great confusion in Postal elerks, especially
those at the stamp windows. DBecause of the color similarity it was necessary
to examine each denomination to be certain that the correct values were given
the purchaser. In an effort to help the stamp clerks an inseription of value in



144 Unrrep States Postace Staves orF tig 20711 CENTURY

plain eapitals was added to the margin, next to each plate number, These were
first added to plates on Jannary 27, 1913, All the plates used for two values
had this imprint, but in the other values some plate number blocks are available
only with or without this imprint. and others both with and without the words
of denomination. The marginal plate number was over the thivd stamp to the
right and left of the vertical guide line in the top and under the same stamp
at the bottom, the imprint being over the second stamp from this same guide
line. At the sides the plate numbers were next to the fifth stamp from the
horizontal guide line, with the imprint of denomination at the side of the ad-
Joining stamps nearer this center line

While the Parcel Post stamps were of appropriate designs and sufficiently
distinetive to identify at a glance mail to which they were affixed as Pareel Post
matter, objeetions to them began to develop from the outset. In addition to the
constant color another objection was that the size was too large for small parcels
and labels, particularly when more than one stamp was required for postage.
The issuing of fhe stamps in sheets of 45, made necessary by their size, also
proved troublesome fo the Department, to Postmasters and their employees, as
well as the publie, because of the difficulty experienced in connting and com-
puting multiples of 45 as compared with the sheets of 100, fo which both Postal
Service and public are aceustomed.,

These objections were met by a snggestion to reduce the size and change
both designs and color scheme.  On Marel 21, 1913, the Postmaster General
approved a design for a new Pareel Post Stamp the same size and shape as the
ordinary stamp, but with the long dimension horizontal instead of vertical and
having a large numeral of denomination in the center in place of the usunal
picture. The designs were identical hut eachi denomination was to be the same
color as the ovdinary stamps of the same value. The general appearance was
very similar to the Postage Due stamps.  The numeral in the eenter upon an
ornamental lathe work background was enelosed in oan e'liptieal panel which
contained the words U, 8, PARCEL POST ™ and below the numeral the wor
*CENT or “CENTS.”

After twenty plates had been prepared, but before any stamps were printed,
the Department gave consideration to the question as to whether distinetive
Parcel Post stamps could not be discontinued.  Such stamps had served but one
useful purpose, that to indicate Parcel Post revenne.  This objeef, it was held,
could be accomplished with sufficient acenracy for all practical purposes by
other means. The distinetive stamps were an added expense to the Government
beeause of additional cost of production, handling and accounting, and had
proved a source of serious embarrassment and vexation to both the publie and
the Postal Serviee. These disadvantages far outweighed the single advantage
noted above. It was thought that the ovdinary stamp should be sufficiently
elastic for every postal need covering all elasses of mail, special delivery, regis-
try, ete. (exeept postage duoe.)

The Parcel Post law, while providing for the nse of distinetive stamps on
fourth-class mail, also aunthorized the Postmaster General, with the consent of
the Interstate Commerce Commission, to veform the conditions of mailability
for the purpose of promoting the serviee to the public. Under this latter
provision the Postmaster General, with the approval of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission, in Order No. 7241, dated June 26, 1913, and effective July
1, 1913, directed that ordinary postage stamps should be valid for postage,
insurance and (. O. D. fees on parcels, and that the distinetive Pareel Post
stamps should be valid for all purposes for which ordinary stamps are valid.

It was further ordered that the issnance of these stamps be discontinued
after existing stocks were exhausted and that no additional supplies should be
printed. Preparatory to this order the last printing of Parcel Post stamps
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was June 24th for the ten cent value, others had previously been discontinued.
The delivery of stamps to Postmasters continued for quite some time as the
Bureau had a large supply on hand when the new regulations went into effect,
particularly higher values, the seventy-five cent stamps being issued to Post
Offices as late as the fiscal year ending June 30, 1922,

The paper used for this issue was all watermarked with the then current
single line U S P S. Due to the size of the stamps more than one letter is found
on each subject. They were all perforated on the twelve gaunge machine and
there were no paper or perforation varieties.

+#1450—One Cent, Red. Post Office Clerk. Watermarked U S P §,
Perf. 12.

Issued November 27, 1912,

This was one of the first values to be issued together with the 2, 5 and 25
cent stamps, the plates of this value having first gone to press on November 12th.

The vignette represents the first step in the distribution of Parcel Post
packages, that of sorting for different seetions of a eity or for group distribution
to other parts of the country. In the foreground a Post Office clerk stands
before a vertical rack of mail bags into which he is to distribute the various
packages that lie before him. The view taken was in the interior of the City
Post Office at Washington.

Plates used for this denomination may be divided into three groups, those
carrying the value imprint, those having only the plate number and those that
were first used without and later had the value imprint added. Plates were
made for the revised 1913 designs but they were never used. This stamp was
designed by . A, Illhl'nn from a photograph and engraved by Messrs. M. W,
Baldwin, J. Eissler and E. M. Hall, all of the Bureau.

Shades: Carmine rose, carmine,

Varvieties: a: Position blocks.
1. Top and bottom, right and left split arrow blocks.
2. Upper and lower, right and left quarters, center line blocks.
b: Plate number blocks.
1. Plate numbers without imprint of value,
2. Plate number with imprint.

Position Unknown,

Straizght edge

ot left.

¢: Double Transfer.
A south eastern double showing added lines in “8'" and “ST” of U, 8.
PARCEL POST" in “CENT" in the numerals of value, etc Position
unknown, straight edge at left (Illustrated.)
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Another south eastern double is on a copy with a straight edge at the
right, position unknown. The added lines are below the top frame
line, in “U. 8. PARCEL POST,” on both numerals of value, on
SCENT," below the bottom frame lines, ete. (Illustrated.)

e —

§<$>

Oacn- =i 3‘;4

Double Transfer

Position unknown

Straight edge at right

Plates used:

a: Without imprint.

6201—02, 03, 05, 07, 08, 09, 10
b: With and without imprint.

6199

6200—04, 06

6330—31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37
¢: With imprint only.

6377—178, 88, 93

Plates not used:
a: 1912 series.
6375-—76, 80, 82, 83, 91, 94

b: 1913 series.
6565—70, 80, 83, 84, 86, 87, 98, 99

Quantity issued:

Fiscal year 1913.......... 181,302,389
Fiscal year 1914....... .0 28,388,705
209,691,094

#1451 Two Cent, Red. City Carrier. Watermarked U S P 8, Perf. 12.

Issued November 27, 1912,

Phoiograph of Original Drawing Not Used.
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The first design for this value showed the steamship and mail tender used
on the 10e. The central vignette of the stamp portrays a letter carrier, or
postman, a figure familiar to the largest part of our population. He is pictured
about to deliver some mail, seemingly packages, and although the title of the
illustration is ‘‘City Carrier’’ the house in the background is really suggestive
of a suburban home, for flanking the entrance is a rhododendron at the right
and an evergreen at the left. This subject was used on the first sketeh of the
five cent. The Post Office Department supplied a photograph of a mail earrier
and the Bureau artist, C. A. Huston, added the background in accordance with
his own ideas. The stamp was engraved by J. Eissler and E. M. Hall, of the
Bureau.

Like the one cent value the plates may be divided into three groups, though
the smallest percentage lack the imprint. Unlike the ordinary stamps the sale
of this value was smaller than that of the one cent denomination. Plates were
also made for the 1913 series but never nsed.

Shades: Carmine rose, carmine.

Varieties: a: Position blocks.
1. Same as one cent.
b: Plate number blocks.
1. Same as one cent.

¢: Shifted Transfer.
Being rocked in from side to side the shifts are along the right or
left frame lines, generally at the left. This usual shift which is also
found on several other values shows a westward doubling of the outer
and inner left frame lines, the left side of the circle around the left
numeral and the lower left part of the curved vignette frame line.
(IMustrated.)

Usunl Shifted Transfer

of Left Side of Design.

Plates nsed:

a; Without imprint.
6177—78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 96, 97, 98

h: With and without imprint.
6195
6338—39, 40, 41

¢: With imprint only.
6367—70, 71, 79, 84, 90, 95

Plates not used:
a: 1913 series
6397
6404—09, 16, 31, 35, 39, 48, 58, 63, 70

h: 1913 series
6590—91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97
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Quantity issued:

Fiscal year 1813.......... 161,378,054
Fiscal year 1914.......... 45,039,199
206,417,253

#1452—Three Cent, Red. Railway Postal Clerk. Watermarked
U S P S, Perf. 12.

Issued April 5, 1913.

This was the last design to be approved by the Postmaster General and did
not go to press until March 28, 1913, almost four months after the first printing
of Parcel Post Stamps and some four months after the law had gone into effect.

This delay was due to the disapproval of the first sketeh for this denomina-
tion, a section of a mail train at a station platform, a ‘‘Railway Postal Clerk’’
standing in the door of the last car ready to receive some bags from a fruck
backed against the car. The Postmaster General felt that too mueh prominence
was given to the truck and not enough to the Postal Clerk, the result being
that the design did not tie in with the other lower values depicting “‘working
personnel.”®

A new design was made showing clerk standing in the door of a mail car,
holding a bag of mail attached to an iron arm preparatory to swinging it out
to be picked up by an automatic mail receiver at the next station. In this stamp
the ““personnel’’ is accentuated instead of a method of eollection or distribution,
and as sueh was thonght to be more appropriate as part of the first group.

There is an interesting retouched variety of this value from plate No. 6257.
The retouching is on the seventh stamp of the lower left pane and occurs in the
triangle below the right numeral ‘3", The normal stamp triangle has a back-
ground consisting of five vertieal lines and one horizontal line. In the retouched
stamp this triangle has two additional horizontal lines. This was the first
retouched variety of the twentieth century and is quite desirable.

This value had the smallest issue of any of the denominations below the
fifteen cent. The plates, all being made at a late date, had the imprint of value
added before any had gone to press,

This stamp was engraved by H. Charlton, E. M. Hall and J. Benzing, of
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, after the design of C. A. Huston.

Shades: Carmine rose, carmine.

a: Position varieties.
b: Plate number blocks, with imprint only.
¢: Double transfer.
6257 L. L. #6. This is a downward double showing in the “"ES"
of “CENTS"” below this word and under the bottom frame line. (Illus-
trated.)

Varieties:

d: Double Transfer recut.

6257 L. L. #7. This stamp adjacent to the double listed above
was also entered too low. The first design was burnished out and a
fresh entry made., Evidences of the first entry are below the top
frame line, in “PARCEL POST"” and in “CENTS" below the left num-
eral and under the bottom frame line. In burnishing out the first
entry a low spot was left in the lower right corner which resulted in
a defective transfer which was recut by hand. (Illustrated.)

*The dle had been engraved for the first design of this value and a proof taken.
When the design was rejected the proof became on essay. Only one copy is known.
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=4

Double Transfer

4 Cent Plate
G257 Lower Left

&T

Double Transfer
Recut

Plates used: a: With imprint only.
6254—55, 56, b7

Plates not used: All 1912 plates used, no 1913 plates made.

Quantity issued:

Fiscal year 1913.......... 19,558,799
Fiscal year 1914.......... 9,468,634
20,027,433

#1453—Four Cent, Red. Rural Carrier. Watermarked U S P S,
Perf. 12.

Issued December 12, 1912,

The four cent plates went to press on December 2nd, and ten days later
stamps were delivered to Post Offices. The demand for this value was rather
large, the last printing occurred May 6th, 1913 about seven weeks before the
official orders put an end to further need for those stamps.

This stamp being the fourth and last of the ‘*personnel’”” group shows the
“Rural Carrier”, the final and furthest removed means of distribution. The
vignette indicated a country mail wagon stopping in front of an individual
mail box so typical of the rural free delivery routes. A white horse draws the
wagon inseribed ‘“Rural Delivery Route No. 17" and ‘“U. 8. Mail.”” The carrier
is seen on the seat with a package in his hand. It will be noticed that in all of
the designs of this group, except the three cent, the individual is not just
handling mail but packages, Parcel Post packages. This design was used on a
preliminary drawing for the ten cent stamp.

The mail wagon is from a model in the Post Office Museum at Washington.
A horse was hitehed to it and a photograph taken, the surrounding landseape
being supplied by the Burean artist, C. A. Huston. The stamp was engraved by
M. W. Baldwin, E. Myers, E. M. Hall, J. Benzing and H. Charlton, of the
Bureau.

Being one of the values that went to press early some of the plates became
worn out before the decision was made to add the imprint of value, and sheets
from the first group of plates were issued without this marking. The second
group is found both with and without imprint from the later printing, while
the last group exists only with this imprint.
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Shades: Carmine rose, carmine.

Varieties: a: Position varieties.
b: Plate number blocks.
1. Same as one cent.
¢: Shifted Transfer. A small shift of the left frame line.

d: Double Transfer,
A downward double was found on a single copy, position unknown,
which resulted in added lines just below the top frame line, on the
“C” of “PARCEL,” on “CETS” of “CENTS" and below the bottom
frame line. (Illustrated.)
Another double, this one having an eastward displacement, was found
on another copy, position unknown, which resulted in added marks
of color in “U. 8.,” “RL" and “PO" of “U. S. PARCEL POST,” on
and around the left numeral and to the right and left of the right
inner frame line. (Illustrated.)
A copy with plate number 6365 in the right margin shows a slight
double transfer at the right. There is a small spot of color in the
upper part of the right *‘4,” a small spot of color hetween the inner
and outer right frame lines near the top and a very fine line opposite
the “8" of “POST" in the colorless border between the right frame
lines. These spots were found on several copies.

Double Transfers Position Unknown.

e: Relief Variety.
Some foreign substance seems to have adhered to the transfer roll as
there is a spot of color in the tail of the right “4." This was found
on plate number copies from plates 6359, 6365 and 6392, all in the
last group of plates. Copies found from plates 6346, 6360 and 6361
do not show it. This spot is likely to be only on the four plates listed.

Plates used:

a: Without imprint.
6169—70, 71, 72

b: Without and with imprint.
6345—46, 47, 50

¢: With imprint only.
6359—60, 61, 65, 92

Plates not used:
6381
6400—26

Quantity issued:

Fiscal year 1913.......... 65,894,219
Fiscal year 1914.......... 10,849,594

76,743,813
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#1454 Five Cent, Red. Mail Train. Watermarked U S P S, Perf. 12
Issued November 27, 1912,

This value was one of the first to appear, having gone to press November
18th. Like the other early issued Parcel Post stamps the plates used are found
with all three groups of imprints.

The first design for this value showed a letter carrier delivering mail
(illustrated) which was discarded in favor of the mail train and the carrier
design relegated to the two cent. The first train design portrayed a side view
taken at a distance, the mail on this bag in position to be picked up was too
inconspicuous and the design abandoned. Another view was substituted and
gave the mail bag more prominence. This design was accepted with modifica-
tions, the mail bag being suspended from a modern rack and the catcher on
the train put into position for the piek up.

Photographs of Original Drawings Not Used.

Tt was the first of the second group depicting ““transportation of the mail.”’
The vignette labeled ‘‘Mail Train’’ shows a three quarter front view of a fast
moving train, the second car being the railway Post Office. In the immediate
foreground is a bag of mail on a rack, which will be picked up by a mail catcher
extended from the mail ecar. The picture, a combination of a photograph and a
sketeh, was made by C. A. Huston and the engraving was executed by Messrs,
(. Chalmers. E. Hall, J. Eissler and E. Myers, all of the Bureau. )
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Photograph of Original Drawing Not [Used,

Shades: Carmine rose, carmine,

Varieties: a: Position block.
b: Plate number and imprint block.
¢: Double Transfers.
There are more double transfers on this value than all others com-
bined. Three are known to be from the top row of the upper left
pane of plate 6215, the position of the others is unknown but perhaps
these also come from this plate.

1. U. L. 6215 an upward displacement showing in the upper left
corner below the ribbons in the lower right corner, in the frame
around the right numeral, the numeral, in “EL" of “PARCEL,"” in and
above “POST" in “CENTS” ete. (Illustrated.)

]

2

o

Double

Transfers

2. U. L. 6215 another upward displacement showing above "_"‘
of “U. 8.”, in “PA"” of “PARCEL"” and c¢n and about the right *‘5.”
(Illustrated.)
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4, U. L. 6215, a small northwestern double shows added lines
in both numerals, below the bottom inside frame line, in the lower
right corner on the “PC” of “PARCEL" and on the “P" of “POST.”
(IMustrated.)

Douable
Transfer
Position
Unknown

A marked eastward double position unknown shows in and about
both numerals, below the top frame line, in “RC" in “PARCEL,” in
“t of “POST" and in the vignette to the right of the locomotive
boiler. (Illustrated.)

Another double is almost exactly like the one above in the
doubling of the numerals, this however shows in the “OST" of “POST"
and has a defective transfer of the left frame line in the lower cor-
ner; position unknown.

A northwestern double shows added lines just below the upper
frame line, in both upper corners above the “U” and “0"”, on the “'S"
of “CENTS"”, on the right 5" and around and on the left numeral
Position unknown. (Illustrated.)

A stamp with the guide line at the left, shows a marked western

displacement. Added lines can be easily seen to the left of the inner
and outer left frame line, the outer right frame line around and in
both the numerals, in ‘U. 8. PARCEL POST" and “CENTS" ete. Po-
sition unknown. (Illustrated.)

Double Transfers Position Unknown.

A copy from an unknown position has a marked downward douhle
transfer. Added lines of color show in the upper right corner below
the top frame line, in “R" of “"PARCEL,” in “08"” of “POST.” in
“ONTS,” and below the bottom frame line. (Illustrated.)

Another copy from an unknown position shows a wide westward
displacement evidenced by the doubling of “MAIL"” and “AI" of
“TRAIN.” Extra lines of color are in the “8" of “U. 8., the “PC”
of “PARCEL,” the “OT" of “POST,” to the right of the left numeral
circle and on “ETS" of “CENTS.” (Illustrated.)
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Double Transfers Position Unknown.

Another straight edge stamp, with guide line at right, also shows
a western displacement. 'This however is not as marked and is
slightly upward. Added lines may be seen to the left of both vertical
frame lines. Above the upper and lower frame lines, in “RCL” of
“PARCEL,” in “POS" of “POST,” in “CES"” of “CENTS"” and in the
circles about both numerals. Position unknown. (Illustrated.)

Shifted
Transfer

Double
Transier

d: Shifted Transfer.
The stamp above the last listed double has a marked shifted transfer
of the right inner and outer frame lines. (Illustrated.)

Plates used:

a: Without imprint.
6211—12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19

b: Without and with imprint.
6217—20, 21, 22, 45

¢: Without imprint only.
6405—07, 11, 17. 20, 33. 41
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Plates not used:
a: 1912 series.
6449

b: 1913 series.
6602—03, 04, 05

Quantity issued:

Fiscal year 1913.......... 94,300,019
Fiscal year 1914.. ... 13,853,974

108,153,993

#1455—Ten Cent, Red. Steamship and Mail Tender. Watermarked
U S P S, Perf. 12.

Issued December 9, 1912,

This was the first value to go to press but was not issued until almost two
weeks after some of the lower values. The plates of this value lasted through
the later printings and all used appeared both with and without imprints of
value. The first design contemplated the use of the Rural Delivery design later

Photograph of Orviginal Drawing Not Used.

used on the four cent. The aceepted vignette subjeet is a combination photo and
sketeh showing the steamer * Kronprinz Wilhelm™ arriving in New York
Harbor on February 23, 1902, at the time Prinz Ileinrich of Prussia paid this
country a visit. The landseape at the right, in the ovieinal photograph, was
Staten Island. The Burean artist thoueht he wounld improve it by adding sky-
serapers resembling New York City. In doing this, however, he ereated a piceture
gengra[.rhic'alll\' incorrect as the view shown on the stamp indicates an outgoing
steamer while the mail tender at the side is used only upon a ship’s arrival.
[t is possible that the design on the stamp was copied from a photograph printed
from a reversed negative, we find that this is sometimes done.

This value of Parcel Post stamps was the last printed before discontinuance,
the plates having last gone to press June 24, 1913, just two davs before the
Postmaster General issued the order that made these special stamps unnecessary.

This stamp was designed by . A. Huston, and engraved by C. Chalmers,
both of the Bureau.

Shades: Carmine rose, carmine.
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¢: Double Transfer.
To date only one double transfer has been reported. This is an up-
ward displacement, low in visability but wide in displacement. The
doubling shows in the “S” of “CENTS,” the “C” of “PARCEL,” and
above the top frame line, The position is unknown. (Illustrated.)

Double Transfer
Position Unknown

Varieties: a: Position blocks.
b: Plate number blocks.

Plates used:
a: All without and with imprint.

6161—62, 63, 64, 65, 67, 68
6266

Plates not used:

6166—Defective, never finished.

Quantity issued:

Fiscal year 1913.......... 51,284,429
Fiscal year 1914.......... b,612,224
56,896,653

#1456—Fifteen Cent, Red. Automobile Service. @~ Watermarked
U S P 8, Perf. 12.

Issued December 16, 1912,

The vignette illustrates a small automobile typical of those generally used
in smaller cities. It is in front of what seems to be a local Post Office in a
suburban community and a carrier is standing beside the car, his arms filled
with parcels. The detail is well executed and the auto is a true example of the
model used in those dayvs. This design more than any other, except possibly
the airplane on the next stamp, definitely places this series as an issue of about
1910 to 1915, while most of the others could easily depict seenes of 1935, as the
models used are very similar to those now in vogue, The design is from a photo-
graph taken at Washington and supplied by the Post Office Department to the
Bureau. It was designed by C. A. IHuston, and engraved by Messrs. L. S
Schofield, J. Benzing, E. M. Hall and . Myers, all of the Burean.

All the plates used for this value went to press before and after the imprint
of value had been added. Eight plates were made but only four were used.

Shades: Carmine rose, carmine,

Varieties: a: Position blocks.
b: Plate number blocks.



Tur Parcen Post Issur 157

I'lates used:

a: Without and with imprint.
6258—59, 60, 61

Plates not used:

6351—56
6410—234

Quantity issued:

Fiscal year 1913 . ;v s 17,105,444
Fiscal year 1914....... ... 4,041,589
21,147,033

#1457—Twenty Cent, Red. Aeroplane Carrying Mail. Watermarked
U S P S, Perf. 12.

Issued December 16, 1912,

This was the first stamp bearing the picture of an airplane issued by any
nation. It appeared just about nine years after the famouns Kitty Hawk flight
by the Wright Brothers and was the forerunner of many airmail stamps that
followed it.

The design is slightly different from the essay made from the original
master die before it was finally issued. The title of the vignette stresses the
carrying of mail by plane but an examination of the stamp fails to reveal any
place where this could have been put except next to the pilot. On the stamp
there seems to be an object of some kind, next to the driver bearing an inserip-
tion “*No. 1.”" In the essay the numeral had not been placed upon the design
and by dint of some imagination and the aid of a magnifying glass we were able
to assume this ‘‘object’’ to be a bag of mail. A further search, however, failed
to reveal any sign of a motor, which was no doubt hidden behind the pilot
who is shown sitting out in the open with his hands on the stick and his feet
on the rudder bar. The design of the plane shows but little improvement over
that of the first one made by the Wrights,

Below the aeroplane is a little village nestling at the base of a chain of
mountfains. The most prominent feature of the town is the church steeple
rising up above the other buildings. At the extreme right are a few trees
over which the plane has just passed. The aeroplane was from a photograph
taken at College Park, near Washington, purposely for this stamp, many experi-
ments having been made before a satisfactory pieture was obtained. The back-
ground was drawn in later by the Bureau artist, C. A. Huston. The engraving
by H. Charlton, E. M. Hall and J. Benzing is especially fine and gives a very
pleasing effect.

This was the highest value to become exhausted during the two fiseal years
these stamps were in general use. All other higher values remained on hand at
the Bureau after the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1914. Of the
Twenty-Cent denomination issued during the last year all but about 500,000
had been delivered to Postmasters by February, the remainder being distributed
before July 1st. A smaller quantity of this value was issued than of any lower
denomination.

As in the ten and fifteen eent values the plates were used both before and
after the imprint of value had been added. Four reserve plates were made
but never went to press.

This design was the last of the fransportation group and by far the most
modern. The authorities of the Bureau and the Department little thought how
soon their vision of regular Air Mail would be realized.
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Shades: Carmine rose, carmine,

Varieties: a: Position blocks.
b: Plate number blocks.

Plates used:
a: Without and with imprint.
6191—92, 93, 94
Plates not used:

6385—86, 89

6401
Quantity issued:
Fiscal year 1913.......... 14,261,264
Fiscal year 1914. . ........ 2,881,129
17,142,393

#1458 Twenty-Five Cent, Red. Manufacturing. Watermarked
U S P S, Perf. 12.

Issued November 27, 1912,

This is the first of four designs portraying the manufacturing and agrieunl-
tural interests of the country. The vignette is based on a photograph of a steel
plant in South Chicago, which was also used in a preliminary design for the
50 cent and the one dollar stamps. Tt was supplied by .J. E. Ralph, then
Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, and it is elaimed that at one
time he had been an employee of this mill. However, before being used the
design was slightly altered by Mr. (. A. Huston, of the Burean, who is eredited
with designing this issue. It was engraved by Messrs. H. Charlton, E. Myers
and E. M. Hall, all of the Burean.

This stamp was one of the first to have gone to press and one of the four
to be issued November 27th, 1912, the first day the Parcel Post Stamps were
placed on sale. The plates went to press for the last time June 5th, 1913, just
three weeks before the order was issued which made these stamps unnecessary,
and this last printing was large enough to cause the Bureau to have this value
on hand during the fiseal year of 1915. This was the lowest value carried in
stoek at the Bureau after June 30, 1914.

Shades: Carmine rose, carimine.

Varieties: a: Position blocks,
b: Plate number blocks.

'lates used:

a: Without and with imprint.
6173—74, 75, 76, 86, 89
Plates not used:
6187—88
6357
6408—21, 25

Quantity issued:

Fiscal year 1913.......... 17,788,689
Fiscal year 1814.........4. 3,071,665

Fiscal year 19156.......... 1,080,499

21,940,653



Toe ParceEn Post Issvre 159

#1459—Fifty Cents, Red. Dairying. Watermarked U S P S, Perf. 12.
Issued March 15, 1913.

This design was next to the last to appear as the Postmaster General had not
approved the first die made. Before a die was made it had been the intention
to use the steel mill secene on this value, but it was discarded in favor of a dairy
subject. The accepted vignette, after a photograph submitted by the Depart-

- — - ==
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Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used.

ment of Agriculture, shows cows feeding in a meadow with farm houses in the
backeround. In the first die the buildines were very prominent and occupied
the main section of the vignette. The group consisted of the side view of a long
building adjoining a erain elevator, a silo, and showed the end view of another
building. A small tower on the roof of the main building terminated in a
weathervane, which might easily have suggested a eross, and thereby a church.
This last might have influenced the Postmaster General to reject the design as
the Department has always tried to avoid having any postal emission offensive
to any group of people. However, as the accepted design placed the buildings
further back and made them smaller it is quite likely that the weathervane had
little bearing on the Postmaster’s request for a new design. This farm view
depiets no special place, the Department of Agricu'ture having simply furnished
a view of a group of eows, the dairy buildings being added to complete the scene.

The title of the subjeet being “*Dairyving’ we believe that the better design
was selected, as the feeding cows are most important and should not be over-
shadowed by the background. As in other stamps of this series the engraving
and attention to detail is a eredit to the Burean and especially to M. W. Baldwin
and E. M. Hall, who did the aetual engraving. The stamp was desiened by
C. A. Huston.

The first four fifty eent plates were made from the first desien and plate
No. 6274 went to press December 10, 1912, TIlowever, the copies were all de-
stroyed and the plates cancelled. No copies of this early design exist exeept in
proof form, which became an essay when the new desion was issued.®

These stamps were printed from plates to which the imprint of value had
been added before having gone to press and are not available withont this im-
print, The first four plates except as noted above were never used, and the other
four were among the last ones made for any denominations that were put to
use. The last printing took place February 28, 1913, and was sufficiently large
to leave a stock at the Bureau as late as the fiscal year 1916,

*Copy in the Author's Collection,
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Shades: Carmine rose, carmine,.

Varieties: a: Position blocks.
b: Plate number blocks.

Plates used: With imprint.
6423—24, 27, 28

Plates, early design, not used except as noted above:

6274—T75, 76, 77

Quantity issued:

Fiscal year 1913.......... 776,634
Fiscal year 1914.......... 758,615
Fiscal year 1915.......... 476,140
Fiscal year 1916.......... 106,404

2,117,793

+#1460—Seventy-Five Cent, Red. Harvesting. Watermarked U S P §,
Perf. 12.

Issued December 18, 1912,

This was a design especially dedicated to the large agricultural section of
the Middle West with its wide expanse of level fields that made modern farming
machinery possible. The vastness of farming is vividly portrayed by the size
of the mound of produets of this industry as compared to the wagon and
machine standing before it. The subject is after a photograph furnished by the
Department of Agrieulture. The stamp was designed by (!. A. Huston, and
engraved by C. M. Chalmers, M. W. Baldwin, B. M. Hall, F. Lamasure, and
E. Myers, all of the Burean.

Although the entire time the plates of this denomination had gone to press
was within a two months period, the first printing being December 13, 1912
and the last February 13, 1913, the Bureau made deliveries of this stamp as late
as the fiscal year 1922, although for four of these years mone were sent to
Postmasters from the reserve supply at the Bureau. The fiscal year of 1922 saw
the last delivery of both special stamps for the Parcel Post and Twenty-five
cent parcel post due stamps.

All four plates used for this stamp had the imprint added after the plates
had gone to press and plate number blocks are obtainable both with and with-
out imprint of value.

Shades: Carmine rose, carmine.

YVarvieties: a: Position blocks.
b: Plate number blocks.

Plates used: Without and with imprint.
6287—88, 96, 99

Plates not used:

6396
6402—12, 18
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Quantities issued:

Fiscal vear 1913.. icuen s ve 2,060,394
Fiscal year 1914.....00 00 3.380
Fiscal year 1915.......: .. 1,810
(Deduct) 1915 vau sias w 162,000%*
Fiscal year 1916.. ... ... . 4,005
Fiscal year 1917.......... 8,370
Fiscal year 1918..,........ 72,945
Fiscalyear 1919.......... 18,855
Fiscal year 1920........ .. 527,886
Fisedl vear 1921.. ... 0000 234,180
Fiscal year 1922, ......... 2,700

&)
=1
-1
19
(=)
i
(1)

«This item represents stamps returned to the Department's stock from Post Offices
for re-issuance to other Postmasters. Their deduction is necessary to avoid duplication
in the total numbey of stamps issued.

Note: It was reported in Mekeel’s 2/21/14 that the total number of
Seventy-Five cent stamps printed was 6,283,440, of which 4,221,184 were on
hand at the Bureaun. This figure included ‘‘Specimen’’ stamps not in the list.

The figures given above are from official Post Office Department records
and as such no doubt correct for this value instead of those listed in the earlier
article. Beecause of the wide diserepancies of the total numbers of this value
we wrote to A. W, Hall, Director of the Burean of Engraving and Printing,
and his reply explained this as follows:

‘January 21, 1931.
In reply to the inquiries in your letter of the 15th instant, you are advised as
follows:

The entire stock in this Bureau of 75 Cent Parcel Post stamps has been deliv-
ered as mutilated or as perfect to the Post Office Department for issues to Post-
masters and for destruction, The deliveries to the Post Office Department were
2,773,095 for issues and 3,510,345 in September, 1921, for destruction.”

This therefore indicates the correetness of the earlier figures for at that
time it was hardly possible to foresee the destruetion of more than 80% of those
remaining on hand, The faet that these were not destroyed until late in 1921
elearly indicates that they were not defeetive but that this value was not readily
saleable due to the size and was also unpopular with the Postal Serviee. This
was also prior to the opening of the Philatelie Ageney.

#1461—One Dollar, Red. Fruit Growing. Watermarked U S P §,
Perf. 12.

Issued January 3, 1913.

This is the highest value of the speecial issue for Parcel Post packages, the
central pieture is a-view of a fruit orchard which by the abundance of the fruit
and foliage is reminiscent of the West Coast or Florida, Thus the last group
represented various sections of the country as far as was possible in four stamps.
The first design for this stamp portrayed the Steel Mill used on the 25 cent.
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Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used.

This value was not issued until two days after the Pareel Post law became
effective.  The delay was caused by the design not being approved by the
Postmaster General until after some of the lower values had already gone to
press. Several designs were submitted and essays of the selected design exist
lacking shading in the sky, this being added hefore the design was finally
approved and the transfer roll made.

The view shows a double row of 1rees heavily laden with fruit. Men on
ladders are picking, and boxes of plucked fruit are shown in the center fore-
ground. The space between the rows is laree and gives one an impression of a
vast orchard.

Of the four plates made and nused for this stamp only one had the imprint
added. This was the last of the ““no imprint'” plates to receive this mark of
value and as it was added to the plate on Mareh 24, 1913, just two days before
the last printing of this value plate number blocks of this valne with imprints
are more desirable.

This stamp was designed by C.- A. Iuston, and was engraved by Messrs.
M. W. Baldwin, E. M. Hall, C. M, Chalmers, 5. Myers and F. Lamasure, all of
the Burean.

Shades: Carmine rose, carmine.

Varvieties: a: Position blocks,
b: Plate number blocks,

Plates used:
a: Without imprint.
6263-—64, 65

b: Without and with imprint.
6262

Quantities issued:

Fiscal year 1913.......... 478,434
Fiscalyear 1914.......... 24,9756
Fiscal year 1915.......... 47,350
Fiscal year 1916.......... 209,420

Fiscal year 1917.......... 293,054
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Essays

Essavs of the rejected designs of the three cent and fifty eent as well as
modified designs of the 20 ¢ent and the one Dollar, and a set of eard board proofs
of the 1913 Parcel Post issue throueh the 15 eent are known. Tt is believed that
only one suel set is available,

NOTES

Although these stamps have been available for more than twenty vears few
collectors in the past have studied the Pareel Post Tssue and there is little donbt
that many major plate varieties have not yvet been discovered or recorded.

The Burean Issues Association has rveeently appointed a committee under
the ebairmanship of Edward T. Ferry to study copies of the Special Serviee
stamps for plate varieties and additional diseoveries are certain to he made.
Several double transfers listed on the previous pages are but recent discoveries
of this committee. The new discoveries will he listed and illustrated in the
Bureauw Specinlist and in Stavps,
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NOTES



CHAPTER III
AIR MAIL ISSUES

Although some mail was carried by air before the middle of the 19th
Century, Air Mail as we know it today in a heavier than air flying machine was
made possible by the Wright Brothers at Kitty Hawk, N. C. on December 3rd,
1903. This flight lasted only twelve seconds, a far cry from modern planes
which stay aloft innumerable hours and fly at a speed in excess of 5 miles per
minute,

Onee the Wright Brothers had eonvineed the skepties that flying was pos-
sible, others soon made similar attempts with heavier than air machines, but
the progress was slow and it was not until 1908 that the first recorded flight
was made carrying a passenger. It was in England two years later, August
18th, 1910, that mail was first carried by airplane from Blackpool to Southport.
On September 23rd, 1911, the first experimental air mail flight took place in
America, mail being carried by plane from Garden City Estates, L. 1. to nearby
Mineola. This flight was soon followed by numerous others.

POST CA
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From the Hildesheim Collection.
Courtesy of “STAMPS.”

These early flights were generally made in connection with State Fairs at
which barnstorming pilots were available. The flights, however, had official
recognition by the Post Office Department, and special cancellations, generally
naming the flicht, were used. For some flights special Post Office sub-stations
were created.

On December 16th, 1912, the first stamp bearing a pieture of an airplane
was issued. This was the Twenty Cent Stamp of the Parcel Post Series and
portrayved the carrying of mail by plane.

The first phase of air mail in the United States, known as the Pioneer Flight
Period, ended on May 15th, 1918, when the Post Office established air mail
serviee between Washington, Philadelphia and New York.

After considerable discussion, Congress had finally authorized the Post
Office Department to carry mail by aivplane, and on May 6th, 1918, a bill was
adapted fixing the rate of 24¢ per ounee, and on May 11th President Wilson
signed the bill. It having been certain that the President would sign the hill
authorizing the carrying of mail by airplane, the Postmaster General issued the
following advance nofice to the Postal Service:
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Special Stamp for Aeroplane Mail Service

Office of Third Ass't P. M. Gen.
Washington, May 9, 1918,

1. Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are noti-
fied that the Department is preparing to issue a new postage stamp of 24-cent de-
nomination. It is intended primarily for the new aeroplane mail service, but will
be valid for all purposes for which postage stamps of the regular issue are used.

2. A description follows:

The stamp is rectangular in shape, about 7 inch long and # inch high. The
central design is a mail aeroplane in flight. Above, in a curved line of Roman capital
letters, are the words “U. 8. Postage.” Triangular ornaments appear in the two
upper corners. Below the aeroplane, in a straight line of Roman capital letters, is
the word “Cents,” with the numerals 24" within circles in the two lower corners.
The border design is red and the aeroplane is blue.

2. To obtain the new stamps, central-accounting and direct-accounting post-
masters will draw requisition upon the Department on Form 3201, writing the de-
nomination “24" on one of the blank lines, and complying carefully with Seclions
27 to 29, 33 and 36, pages 34 and 35, 1917 Postal Guide. Requisitions which dis-
regard these instructions will be returned to pestmasters for completion. Requisi-
tions will not be made but will be filled in the order of receipt at the Department.

A. M. DOCKERY,
Third Ass't P. M. Gen.

The Post Office Department publiely announced the new service as follows:

Aeroplane Mail Service,
Washington, D. C., May 11th, 1918,

Aeroplane Mail Service will be established May 15th, 1918, between Washing-
ton, Philadelphia and New York, one round trip daily except Sundays. Letters and
gealed parcels, the latter not exceeding 30 inches in length and girth combined may
be mailed at Washington, Philadelphia and New York for any city in the United
States, or its possessions or postal agencies.

The rate of postage will be 24 cents per ounce or fraction thereof, which in-
cludes special delivery service. Postage may be paid by affixing either the distinct
aeroplane stamps or its equivalent in other postage stamps. When the latter are
used, the mail should be endorsed, *By Aeroplane.” Mail by aeroplane may be reg-
istered by prepayvment of 10 cent registry fee in addition to postage.

Until further notice the aeroplanes will leave Belmont Park, N. Y., and Wash-
ington, D. C., at 11.30 A. M. Postmasters shall inform the public of the closing of
the mails and the points from which aeroplane mail may be dispatched. Letters
for the aerial service mailed too late for Aeroplane dispateh will be given the most

expeditious dispatch by other means, including special delivery.
. OTTO PRAEGER,
2nd Asst. Postmaster General.

On May 13th the new stamp was issned and two days later the first trips
were made. The flight from New York to Washington was completed, but the
northbound trip came to grief outside of Washington and the mail was returned
to Washington and carried the following day. It was some time before they
were running according to schedule. The planes were Curtis JANDs usually
known as “‘Jennies.”” It was one of these that had been used as the model for
the Speeial Air Mail Stamp.

This stamp was printed and issued in sheets of one hundred subjects.
Being bi-colored, two plates were necessary—one for the frame and one for the
vignette. The frame plate was divided into panes of twenty five by horizontal
and vertical guide lines terminated by arrows. Inside the top arrows there was
a solid arrow with the point facing the outside of the plate. There was a similar
marker on the vignette plate which was used to properly key the design. There
was only one plate number to each plate, On the frame plate the number was
above the second stamp to the right of the top arrow, while the vignette plate
number was in corresponding position to the left of the solid arrow,

These stamps were prepared in a hurry, as there were only seven days
between the time Congress fixed the rate and the stamps were placed on sale.



Troe Ag MAL [$SUES 167

In this short time it was necessary to prepare the design, engrave the master die,
make the plates and print the stamps. When the stamps had been printed, it
was found that the sheets were larger than the usual post office units. For ease
in handling at individual offices it was deecided to eut off two of the sheet
margins. This stamp was first issued minus the top and right margins.

A short time after these stamps had been placed on sale a collector found a
sheet with center inverted. To prevent the veeurrence of this error the word
S“TOP’ was added to both frame and vignette plates. On the frame plate the
“T O P in Roman eapitals is above the eighth stamp, while on the vignette
plate the same word, in larger sans-serif capitals was p'aced above the third
stamp. The purpose of these additions to the plate being to prevent the
issuance of sheeis with invert d centers, it was decided not to remove the top
margin on all future deliveries of the stamp,

The “*TOP" was first added to the vignette plate and a small quantity was
issued with ““TOP™ only in blue. Some of the sheets were ent along the bottom
and right side, removing these arrows, while others had the left and bottom
margins removed. After the *“TOP" had been added to the frame plate these
stamps appeared with the eut edge at bottom and left, which was again changed
to bottom and right. The later printings of this stamp, as well as the two lower
values which followed were all issued with the complete arrow at top and left
only.

A little more than a month after the first trip the rates were reduced by the
Postmaster General, as follows :

Postmaster General Order No. 1617 of June 26, 1918,

Effective July 15th, 1918, the postal laws and regulations are amended so that
paragraph 2 of section 399 % shall read as follows:

Mail ecarried by aeroplane shall be charged with postage at the rate of 16
cents for the first ounce or fraction thereof, and 6 cents for each additional fraction
of which 10e¢ shall be for special delivery in service. Such mail shall consist of

matter of the first class, including sealed parcels not exceeding 30 inches in length
and girth combined.

The postage on aeroplane mail shall be fully prepaid with special aeroplane
stamps or with ordinary postage endorsed “By Aeroplane.”

The 16¢ stamp, printed in green ink, was issued on July 11th. The design
was the same as the 24¢ with the necessary changes in value. The official notice
follows :

SPECIAL 16-CENT STAMI® FOR AEROPLANE SERVICE.

1. Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are noti-
fied that the Department is issuing a new postage stamp of 16-cent denomination.
It is intended primarily for the aeroplane mail service, under the new rate effective
July 15, 1918 (Postmaster General’s Order No. 1617, of June 26, 1918), but will
be valid for all purposes for which postage stamps of the regular issue are used.

2, A description follows:

The stamp is rectangular in shape, about 7 inch long and 3 inch high; color
green, The central design is a mail aeroplane in flight. Above, in a curved line of
Roman ecapital letters, are the words “U, 8. Postage.” Triangular ornaments appear
in the two upper corners. Below the aeroplane, in a straight line of Roman capital
letters, is the word “Cents.” with the numerals “16" within cireles in the two lower
COrners.

3. To obtain the new stamps, central-accounting and direct-accounting post-
masters will draw requisition upon the Department on Form 3201, writing the de-
nomination 16" on one of the blank lines, and complyving carefully with Sections
50-52, 57 and 60, pages 37 and 38, 1918 Postal Guide. Hequisitions which disre-
zard these instructions will be returned to postmasters for completion. Requisi-
tions will not be made special, but will be filled in the order of receipt at the De-
partment.

4. Postmasters will not precancel the 16-cent stamp.
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Before the end of 1918 the Post Office Department decided to change the
regulation covering the handling of air mail by removing the special delivery
service, unless specially requested and paid for. This decision was announced
as follows:

Postmaster General Orvder #2415
Washington, November 30th, 1918,

Effective December 15th, 1918, the Postal Laws and Regulations are so amend-
ed that paragraph 2 of section 399 1% shall read as follows:

Mail carried by aeroplane shall be charged with postage at the rate of 6¢ per
ounce or fraction thereof. Such mail shall consist of matter of the first class, in-
cluding sealed parcels not exceeding 30 inches in length and girth combined.

The postage on aeroplane mail shall be fully prepaid with special aeroplane
stamps or with ordinary postage stamps. When the latter are used, the mail should
be endorsed ““By Aeroplane.”

Aeroplane mail bearing, in addition to the regular postage, a special delivery
stamp or its equivalent in ordinary postage stamps, shall be given special delivery
service, When the latter are used mail should be endorsed *“Special Delivery."

A, 5. BURLESON,
Postmaster General.

This new value was issued December 10th, 1918, These three stamps were
valid for ordinary mail as well as air mail, and most of those used, especially in
blocks, were from regular mail and parcel post, It was not until the day after
the stamps had been issued that the Department officially announced the new
six eent stamp as follows:

Special G-Cent Stamp for Aeroplane Service: Continued Use of 16-Cent
and 24-Cent Aeroplane Stamps.

Office of Third Ass't P. M. Gen.
Washington, Dec. 11, 1918,

1. Postmasters and other oflicers and employees of the Postal Service are noti-
fied that the Department is issuing a new postage stamp of 6-cents denomination.
It is intended primarily for the aeroplane mail service, under the new rate effective
December 15, 1918, (Postmaster General's Order No. 2415, of November 30,
1918), but will be valid for all purposes for which postage stamps of the regular
issue are used.

2. A description follows:

The stamp is rectangular in shape, about 7 inch long and 3 inch high; color
orange. The central degign is a mail aeroplane in flight. Above, in a curved line
of Roman capital letters, are the words “U. 8. Postage.”” Triangular ornaments
appear in the two upper corners. Below the aeroplane, in a straight line of Roman
capital letters, is the word “Cents,”" with the numeral 6" within circles in the two
lower corners.

3. To obtain the new stamps, central-accounting and direct-accounting post-
masters will draw requisition upon the Department on Form 3201, writing the word
“Aeroplane,” on the line opposite the 6-cent denomination and complying carefully
with sections 50 to 52, and 60, pages 37 and 38, 1918 Postal Guide. Requisitions
which disregard these instructions will be returned to postmasters for completion.
Requisitions will not be made special, but will be filled in the order of receipt at the
Department.

4, The 16-Cent aeroplane stamp will be available for special delivery fee, and
a single rate of letter postage (6c¢) on aeroplane mail. The 24-cent stamp will be
available for aeroplane letters weighing in excess of three and not more than four
ounces.

A. M. DOCKERY,
Third Ass’'t P. M. Gen.

The air mail serviece between New York, Philadelphia and Washington,
having been found suecessful, was soon extended to other points, all fiying taking
place during day light hours. It was next decided to inerease the speed with
which air mail could be carried from New York and the Eastern Seaboard to
Chicago and points West by also flying at night.
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The country was therefore divided into three zones, New York to Chicago,
Chicago to Cheyenne, and Cheyenne to the Coast, with the postage being 8¢ per
ounee for each air mail zone, The new rates were therefore Se, 16e or 24 cents
depending on the distance.

For sometime there had been no printing of the two higher values of the
1918 air mail stamps, and it had at first been intended to veprint them for the
16 and 24¢ air mail rates. Third Assistant Postmaster General W. Trving Glover
however, insisted on keeping faith with collectors, refused to reissue stamps that
had been discontinued and ordered the Bureau to prepare a new series of three
values,

On Angust 11th, 1923, the Post Office Department announeed the new issne
of air mail stamps and listed the colors as olive ereen for the 8c. bank note black
for the 16e, and dark brown for the 24¢.  Before being issued, the colors for the
two higher values were changed to deep blue for the 16e and earmine for the 24e.
The official notice follows -

NEW AIR MAIL STAMPS, SERIES 1923,
Third Assistant Postmaster General
Washington, August 15, 1923,

Postmasters and other officers and employees of the Postal Service are notified
that the Department is about to issue a new series of air mail postage stamps of
8-cent, 16-cent and 24-cent denominations, intended primarily for use in the new
night flying Air Mail Service, soon to be established between New York and San
Francisco, but valid for all purposes for which postage stamps of the regular issue
are used.

The néw air mail stamps are rectangular in shape, about seven-eighths inch
long and three-fourth inch high. The central design of the 8-cent stamp is a mail
airplane radiator with propeller attached. Above this design in a curved panel are
the words “U. 8. Postage,” in white Roman capital letters. Triangular ornaments
appear in both upper corners. Below the central design, in a straight line of Roman
capital letters, is the word “Cents,” with the numeral “8" within ovals in both low-
er corners. The stamp is printed in green ink.

The 16-cent stamp is the same shape and size as the 8-cent stamp, and has for
its central design the official insignia of the Air Mail Service, showing a circular
design with spread wings on either side. In the center, upon a dark background,
appear the letters “U. 8. with the word “Air’” above and the words “U. 8. Postage”
in white Roman capital letters. A dark shaded triangle appears in both upper cor-
ners of the stamp. Below the central design in a straight line of Roman capital
letters is the word “Cents’” with the numerals 16" within cireles. with dark back-
grounds in both lower corners. The stamp is printed in blue ink.

The 24-cent stamp is the same shape and size as the other denominations and
has for its central design a mail airplane in flight. Above this design in a curved
panel are the words “U, 8, Postage” in white Roman capital letters. Ornamental
scrolls appear in both upper corners. Below the central design in a straight line of
Roman capital letters is the word “Cents,” with the numerals 24" within circles
with dark backgrounds in both lower corners. The stamp is printed in red ink.

The new air mail postage stamps will first be placed on sale at the Philatelic
Stamp Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, within the next few days.
They will not be placed on sale at all post offices but only at such offices as may be
designated later.

Postmasters should not draw requigitions for these stamps, as they will be fur-
nished without requisition only to the post offices authorized to place them on sale
when they are available.

W. IRVING GLOVER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The 8¢ was placed on sale at the Philatelic Ageney on August 15th during
the annual eonvention of the American Philatelic Society, then in Washington.
On August 17th, the 16¢ appeared and on Augnst 21st, 1923, the last of the
series. the 24¢ was issued, these also heing first placed on sale at the Philatelie
Ageney. On August 21st, the first experimental transecontinental night flight
was made but the rate was set at Ze per ounee until the service was regularly
established. The route between (Chicazo and Chevenne was made by rail,
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The report of the Postmaster Gieneral for the fiscal year ending June 30th,
1923, report dated November 1st, 1923, commented on the new stamps as follows:

The Department also prepared a new series of stamps of the 8¢, 16¢ and 24c
denominations, known as air mail stamps, They are for use in connection with the
new night flying air mail service to be placed in operation between New York and
San Francisco and intermediate points. The denominations represent the postage
rates applying to the several zones into which the route is divided, and the designs
are as follows:

8¢ airplane radiator with propeller: 1l6e official insignia of air mail service;
and 24c¢ airplane in flight. The stamps are being sold at the Department's Phila-
telic Agency. They will later be sold at certain post offices when the air night
flying service is inaugurated.

On August 24, 1923, the new stamps were issued to Postmasters.  Iowever,
owing to the new serviee not having become permanently established at that
time, instruetions were issued to withhold selling these until further notice.
It was later decided that the service should be effeetive by July 1, 1924 and
these stamps were placed on public sale June 16, 1924, 1t was not until July
1st, 1925, that night airmail became a regular service. Covers on that date were
officially cacheted ** AIRMAIL FIRST OVERNIGHT FLIGHT Chicago to New
York,”' or other points as the case happened to be. When the serviee was first
established the night rate was two cents higher than the then enrrent day rate
of eight cents per ounce for each zone. This added charge was later dropped.

The growing use of Airmail made it advisable that these new stamps be
printed in larger units and four hundred subjeet plates were made. These were
divided inlo panes by horizontal and vertical guide lines terminated by arrows.
For issuance to post offices the full sheets were cut along the guide lines into
panes of one hundred.

On February 2, 1925 an act of Congress was approved making the rate of
Postage on Airmail, to be carried on contract Air Routes, not less than ten cents
for each ounce or fraction thereof. This being a radieal change it took quite
some fime to organize the new service and it was not until about a year later that
it began to funetion.

Barly in 1926 Air Mail entered its third phase, Contract Airmail. At that
time the Post Office Department began turning over the transportation of
Airmail to private contractors. On January 19, 1926 the Postmaster General
issted the following order No. 3817

January 19, 1926,

Section 385, Postal Laws and Regulations is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 385, The Postmaster General, in his discretion, may require the payment
of postage on mail carried by airplane (on Government-operated air mail routes)
at not exceeding 24 cents per ounce or fraction thereof, (Act of May 10, 1918, 40
Stat. 548.)

2. The rate of postage on mail carried by airplane on Government-operated
air mail routes shall be 8§ cents for each ounce or fraction thereof, for each air mail
zone or part of such zone in which the mail is carried by plane, except that the rate
of postage on mail carried on the New York-Chicago night route shall be 10 cents
for each ounce or fraction thereof. Such postage includes the transportation of the
mail to and from the Government-operated air mail routes except by contract air
mail service.

3. The rates of postage on air mail (carried on contract air mail routes) shall
be not less than 10 cents for each ounce or fraction thereof. (Act of February 2,
1925, 43 Stat. 8035.)

4. The rates of postage on mail carried by airplane on contract air mail routes
shall be 10 cents for each ounce or fraction thereof on each route or part thereof
not exceeding 1,000 miles in length; 15 cents for each ounce or fraction thereof on
each route or part thereof exceeding 1,000 miles and not exceeding 1,500 miles in
length; and 20 cents for each ounce or fraction thereof on each route or part there-
of over 1,500 miles in length, direct air mileage to control in each case, with § cents
for each ounce or fraction of an ounce additional for each air mail zone or part of
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such zone the mail is carried over Government-operated air mail routes. Such post-
age includes any necessary transportation to and from the contract air mail routes
except by air mail.

5. Special airplane stamps are issued for the payment of postage on air mail,
but ordinary postage stamps may be used. All mail intended to be carried by air-
plane should be plainly marked in the space immediately below the stamps and above
the address “VIA AIR MAIL" or “VIA NIGHT AIR MAIL," as the case may be.
Envelopes of distinetive design approved by the Department for air mail may be
used.

6. The postage on all air mail should be fully prepared in order to expedite
its handling, and postmasters shall make every effort to have patrons prepay the
full amount on such matter, Nevertheless, short-paid mail intended to be carried
by airplane shall, if it bears at least 8§ centg postage, be rated with the deficiency
and dispatched as intended by the sender, the amount due to be collected on delivery
of the matter,

NOTE.—The Government operated transcontinental air mail route is divided
into three zones, as follows: New York to Chicago, Chicago to Cheyenne, and Chey-
enne to San Francisco,

On January 27, 1926 the new stamp was announced as follows:

NEW 10-CENT AIR MAIL STAMDP,

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, January 27, 1926.

Postmasters and others connected with the Postal Service are notified that the
Department is about to issue a new 10-cent air mail stamp in connection with the
Postmaster General's Order No. 3817, dated January 19, 1926, as published in the
Postal Bulletin of January 26. This stamp, intended primarily for use in the air
mail service, will be valid for all purposes for which postage stamps of the regular
1ssue are used.

A description follows:

This stamp is a horizontal rectangle 75/100 by 1-84/100 inches in size and is
printed in blue ink. The central design represents a map of the United States show-
ing some of the rivers and mountain ranges. On each side is an airplane in flight,
one traveling east and the other toward the west. Across the top of the stamp in
white Roman letters are the words “United States Postage with the words “Air
Mail” directly beneath. At the bottom of the stamp in shaded letters is the word
“Cents"” and in both lower corners are the white numerals 10, Ornamental
plastic brackets appear at each side of the stamp.

The new air mail stamp will first be placed on sale February 13, at the pest
offices at Detroit and Dearborn, Mich., Chicago, I1l., Cleveland, Ohio, and Washing-
ton, D. C. They will also be placed on sale on this date at the Philatelic Ageney,
Division of Stamps. Post Office Department, for the benefit of stamp collectors and
dealers.

Postmasters having need for the new 10-cent air mail stamp may draw requisi-
tions on a separate Form 3201 for an estimated two months' supply. These requi-
sitions will he filled as promptly ag production will permit.

R. 8. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The first contractor to be ready to fly the mail was the Ford Motor Company
whieh had C. A. M. (Contract Air Mail) routes 6 and 7—Cleveland-Detroit-
Chicago and return and the first flight took place on February 15, 1926. The
places, other than Washington, D. (. which were honoved by first day sale were
all incidental to the Ford Motor Company Confract route.

Under the regnlations promulgated by the Postmaster the country had been
divided into three zones, the first being up to 1000 miles, the seecond up to 1500
miles and the third above 1500 miles. The rvates, per ounce or fraction thereof
were fixed at 10¢ tor the first zone, 15 cents for the second and twenty eents for
the third. The development of Contract Air Mail was not very rapid and it was
not until September 9, 1926 that the Department announced that it would issue
a fifteen cent Air Mail stamp to pay the postage on second zone contract Air
Mail. The Official notice follows:
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NEW 15-CENT AIR MAIL STAMP

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, September 11, 1926.

Postmasters and posta! employees are notified that the Department is about to
issue a new 15-cent air mail stamp for use primarily in connection with the con-
tract air-mail service, but wvalid for all purposes for which postage stamps of the
regular issue are used.

This stamp is the same shape and size, 0.75 by 1.84 inches, as the current 10-
cent air mail stamp and is printed in sepia. The central design represents a map
of the United States, showing some of the rivers and mountain ranges. On each
side is an airplane in flight, one traveling east and the other toward the west,
Across the top of the stamp in white Roman letters are the words “‘United States
Tostage,” with the words ““Air Mail”" directly beneath. At the bottom of the stamp
in shades numerals ““15.”" Ornamental plastic brackets appear at each side of the
stamp.

The new 15-cent air mail stamp will first be placed on sale September 18, 1926,
at the post office at Washington, D, C., and for the benefit of philatelists it will also
be placed on sale the same date at the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post
Office Department.

Central and direct accounting postmasters having need for the 15-cent air mail
stamp may draw requisition on a separate Form 3201 for an estimated two months’
supply. These requisitions will be filled as promptly after September 18 as pro-

duction will permit.
R. 8. REGAR,

Third Assistant Postmaster General.

On December 23, 1926 the Postmaster General issued order No. 4961,
effective February 1, 1927, making the Air Mail rate to all seetions of the
country regavdless of distance, 10 eents per half ounce or fraction thereof. To
provide a single stamp to pay the Air Mail charge on letters over a half ounce
a new 20 cent was issued January 20, 1927, The design for this stamp as well
as the 15 cent Air Mail stamp was the same as the ten eent with the necessary
changes in the numerals of value and the color,

These stamps having been issued especially for Air Mail, the Department
desired to henceforth restriet their use as far as possible to matter dispatehed hy
Air Mail and so noted it in the official notice which follows:

NEW 20-CENT AIR MAIL STAMP

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, January 12, 1927,

Postmasters and postal employees are notified that, owing to the new rate of
postage on air mail, effective February 1, 1927, the Department is about to issue a
new 20-cent air mail stamp. This stamp and other air mail stamps are lawfully
valid for postage on any mail matter but their use should be restricted, as far as
practicable, to matter to be dispatched by air mail, for which they are specifically
intended.

This stamp is the same shape and size, 75/100 by 1-84/100 inches, as the cur-
rent 10-cent and 15-cent air mail stamps and is printed in green. The central de-
sign represents a map of the United States, showing some of the rivers and moun-
tain ranges. On each side is an airplane in flight, one traveling east and the other
toward the west. Aecross the top of the stamp in white Roman letters are the words
“United States Postage,”” with the words “Air Mail" directly beneath. At the bhot-
tom of the stamp, in shaded numerals *“20.”" Ornamental plastic brackets appear
at each side of the stamp.

The new 20-cent air mail stamp will first be placed on sale January 25, 1927,
at the post offices at New York, N. Y., and Washington, D. C., and for the beneifit
of philatelists it will also be placed on sale the same date at the Philatelic Agency,
Division of Stamps. Post Office Department.

Central and direct accounting postmasters having need for the 20-cent air mail
stamp may draw requisition on a separate Form 3201 for an estimated two months’
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supply. These requisitions will be filled as promptly after January 25 as produc-
tion will permit.

R. S. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

These being about twice the size of the ordinary stamp were printed in
sheets of two hundred subjeets, divided into panes by horizontal and vertical
guide lines. For convenience in handling the sheets were cut along the guide
lines into panes of fifiy and so issned,

On May 20, 1927, Charles A. Lindbergh, flving alone in the ““Spirit of St.
Louis™" set out from New York for Paris and about thivty-three hours later made
a perfeet landing at Le Bourget Field, Paris, the first flyer to make a non-stop
flight between these two points.  There can be litt’e doubt that this feat did
more to advance commereial aviation than any event sinee the days of the
Wright brothers’ first flicht. When the news of Lindbereh’s safe arrival was
broadeast throughout the world it was the signal for universal joy and thanks-
giving.  Though flving alone he earvied with him the prayers of the entire eivil-
ized world, whose admiration he had won by his fearvlessness and modest heha-
vior.  Here indeed was an answer to their prayers, and each one felt the world
fo be a place more fair and humanity itself was elorified.
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The enthusiasm, which reached heights akin to relicious fervor, second only
to that which greeted the armistice in 1918 was ereatest here in the United States
where Lindbergh had heen an Air Mail Pilot. It is therefore natural that a
stamp in his honor be immediately sngeested.  The idea met with immediate
approval and the new stamp was officially announced June 9, 1927, as follows :

NEW 10-CENT LINDBERGH AIR MAIL STAMP

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL

Washington, June 9, 1927

Postmasters and others connected with the Postal Service are notified that the
Department is about to issue a new 10-cent air mail stamp in tribute to Col. Charles
A. Lindbergh, the intrepid air mail pilot who made the first nonstop flight from New
York to Paris.

This stamp is the same shape and size, 75/100 by 1 84/100 inches, as the cur-
rent 10-cent air mail stamp, which it will displace, and is printed in blue. It is in-
tended to cover the first letter-mail rate of air mail postage.
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The central design represents Lindbergh's airplane, “The Spirit of Saint Lonis,”
in flight. Across the top of the stamp, in white Roman letters, are the words *Unit-
ed States Postage,” with the words “Lindbergh Air Mail” directly beneath. At the
left of the central design appears the coast line of the North American Continent
with the words “New York™ in small dark letters, and to the right appears the
coast line of Europe, showing Ireland, Great Britain, and France, with the word
“Paris,”” also in small dark letters. A dotted line depicting the course of the flight
to France connects the two cities. At the bottom of the stamp, in shaded letters, is
the word *“‘Cents’” and in both lower corners are the white numerals “10."" The
stamp is inclosed within a straightline border.

The new 10-cent Lindbergh air mail stamp will first be placed on sale June 18,
1927, at the post offices at St. Lounis, Mo.; Detroit, Mich.; Little Falls, Minn.; and
Washington., D. C. They will also be placed on sale on this date at the Philatelic
Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Office Department, for the benefit of philatelists
and others who may be interested. .

The new air mail stamps will be furnished other post offices as promptly as
production will permit. Central and direct accounting postmasters having need for
these stamps may draw requisition on a separate Form 3201 for an estimated two
months’ supply.

R. S. REGAR.
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The date selected for the issuance of the Lindbergh stamp was *“ Weleoming
Day’’ in St. Louis, the home port of the ““Spirit of St. Lonis.” Tt was first
issued in Detroit, Lindbergh’s birth place. Little Falls, Minn,, his home, St.
Louis and Washington, D. €, The stamp was so popular that about a year
later it was issned in booklet panes of three. The offieial notice follows:

BOOKS OF AIRMAIL STAMPS
THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, May 14, 1928,

Owing to the enormous demand for air-mail stamps in book form, the depart-
ment has decided to issue the Lindbergh air-mail stamps in books containing six
stamps, arranged in two sheets of three stamps each and interleaved with paraflin
paper.

The price of the new books will be 61 cents each and they will be first placed
on sale at Washington, D. €., on May 26, 1928, Furthermore, on account of the
Midwestern Philatelic Exhibition at Cleveland, Ohio, it has been decided to include
the sale of these books at Cleveland on May 26, which is the last day of exhibition.

Direct and central accounting postmasters having need for air-mail stamps in
books may draw requisition on Form 2201, using the blank line provided under the
heading “Books of stamps.” These requisitions will be filled in the order of their
receipt as promptly as production will permit.

R. S. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The report of the Postmaster General for the fiseal year of 1927, dated
November 1, 1927 mentioned the new air mail stamps as follows:

The 15¢ air mail stamp was made available and first placed on sale on Septem-
ber 18, 1926, to meet certain zone rates on mail matter delivered over contract air
mail routes. The 20¢ air mail stamp was provided for use when the uniform rate
on air mail matter of 10¢ per ounce or fraction thereof. regardless of distance, be-
came effective on February 1, 1927, The designs on these stamps are identical and,
except as to color and designated numerals, conform to the deseription of the 10c¢
air mail stamp given in this report for last yvear. The 15c¢ air mail stamp was first
placed on sale September 18, 1926 and the 20c¢ air mail stamp on January 25, 1927,
although there is now but little demand for air mail stamps of the 15¢ denomina-
tion under the present rates, the issnance of this stamp has not been discontinued.

The change in the rates of air mail matter, effective February 1, 1927, elimi-
nated the need for the 8, 16 and 24c¢ air mail stamps previously required to meet
some rates on the Government operated service between New York and San Fran-
cisco. Accordingly, the sale of such stamps was discontinued and instruections were
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issued to postmasters for all unsold air mail stamps in these denominations on hand
in post offices to be returned for redemption,

To commemorate the first non-stop trans-Atlantic airplane flight of Col, Charles
A. Lindbergh. and as a token of the esteem in which he was held because of his
enviable record as an air mail pilot in the service of the Department, a new 10c¢ air
mail stamp bearing a design representing the Spirit of St, Louis in flight between
New York and Paris was prepared and placed on sale June 18, 1927, Prohably no
new stamp ever issued has created greater public interest, and the Department has
been highly commended for the prompt action taken after the ending of the flight
Lo provide a special postage stamp in honor of this record-making feat.

After Lindbergh's epoehial flight, interest in Airmail inereased rapidly and
it was soon possible to reduce the rate to five cents for the first ounce or fraction
thereof and ten cents for each additional ounce. This new rate was to o into
effect Augnst 1, 1928, and a new stamp was issued July 25: this was officially
annonnced as follows:

NEW 5-CENT AIR MAIL STAMIP

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, June 19, 1928,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that owing to the
new rate ol postage on air mail, effective August 1, 1928, the Department is about
Lo issue a new 5-cent air mail stamp.

The new stamp is a horizontal rectangle 1-3/32 by 1-15/32 inches in size and
is printed in two colors, the outer border in red and the vignette in blue., The
central design represents the beacon light on Sherman Hill, in the Rocky Mountains,
with a mail plane in flight at the left. In a panel at the top of the stamp are the
words “U. 8. Postage” in white Roman letters, and on ribbons directly beneath, sup-
ported by acanihus scrolls, are the words “Air” on the left and “Mail” on the right.
Ornamental designs appear in both corners and in hoth lower corners, within circles
with dark backgrounds, is the white numeral “5.” A white bordered panel at the
bottom of the stamp contains the word “Cents” in white Roman letters.

The new 5-cent air mail stamp will first be placed on sale July 25, 1928, ai
Washington, D. C., and for the benefit of stamp collectors the stamp will also be
placed on sale the same date at the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post Of-
fice Department.

Central and direct accounting postmasters having need for the 5-cent air mail
stamp may draw requisition on a separate Form 3201 for an estimated two months’
supply, These requisitions will be filled as promptly after July 25 as production
will permit.

R. 5. REGAR,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

This stamp was printed in two colors, red frame and blue vignette portray-
ing the beacon on Sherman Hill in the Rocky Mountains. It was printed in
sheets of one hundred subjects which were ent vertically into panes of fifty and
so issued to postmasters, The report of the Postmaster General for the fiscal
year of 1928, dated November 1, 1928 mentioned the new air mail stamp as
Follows :

The new air mail stamp of the 5c¢ denomination was issued to conform to the
new rate of H¢ on air mail matter not in excess of one ounce in weight, effective
August 1, 1928. The central design of the stamp represents the air mail service
beacon light on Sherman Hill, in the Rocky Mountains, with an airplane in flight.
To make the stamp more distinctive, in addition to the larger size, two colors were
used in the printing—red for the border and blue for the central design. The be
air mail stamp was placed on sale July 25, 1928,

Being a lavge bi-colored stamp the cost was very high and in the latter part
of 1929 it was unofficially announced that beeause of the excessive cost a new
design would be prepared which would be printed in a smaller size and in one
color,
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Courtesy of “STAMPS."

There was considerable delay in selecting a design for the new air mail
stamp and it was not until January 1930 that the Third Assistant Postmaster
General announced the new stamp as follows:

NEW 5-CENT AIR MAIL STAMI?

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, January 25, 1930.

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the Depart-
ment is about to issue a new H-cent air mail stamp to replace the current bicolored
stamp, issue of 1928,

The new stamp is the same shape and size, 75/100 by 1 84/100 inches, as the
current 10, 15 and 20 cent air mail stamps and is printed in purple. The central
design is a reproduction of the insignia of an air mail pilot, the globe with extended
wings on either side, with a background of rays of lizht. TUpon the globe are the
words “U. 8. Air Mail.” In a horizontal panel across the top of the stamp are the
words “United States Postage’ in white Roman letters and at the bottom in an or-
nate panel is the word “Cents.”” The white numeral “5" appears within circles in
both lower corners.

This new air mail stamp will first be placed on sale February 10, 1930, at
Washington, D. C., and for the benefit of stamp collectors the stamp will also be
placed on sale the same date at the Philatelic Agency, Division of Stamps, Post
Office Department,

Stamp collectors desiring first day cancellations of the new 5-cent air mail stamp
may send a limited number of addressed envelopes, not to exceed 25, to the Post-
master at Washington, D. C., with a remittance to cover the value of the stamps
required for affixing to the covers.

Central and direct accounting postmasters having need for the 5-cent air mail
stamp may draw requisition on a SEPARATE Form 3201 for an estimated two
months’ supply. These requisitions will be filled as promptly after February 5 as
production will permit.

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.
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In the early part of 1931 the Bureau of Engraving and Printing received
permission to print the current five cent air mail stamp on the rotary press to
reduce the cost of manufacture. The new stamps were issned at the Philatelie
Ageney on August 19, 1931, These differed from the flat plate issue in being
perf 10%x11 as well as being slightly longer.

On June 8, 1932 it was announeed that a new air mail rate would go into
effect July 6, the same day as the inerease in first elass mail. Two days later
the department made the following announcement relative to a new air mail
stamp : :

AIR MAIL STAMPS AND STAMPED ENVELOPES

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, June 10, 1932.

In the POSTAL BULLETIN of June 9, postmasters were notified that the post-
age on air mail matter would be increased to 8 cents for the first ounce and 13
cents for each additional ounce, or fraction thereof, effective July 6, 1932,

Postmasters are further advised that the Department has taken no action to
date to provide distinetive air mail stamped envelopes in the new denominations to
conform to the revised rates, and requisition should not be submitted for 8-cent air
mail stamps or stamped envelopes until so instructed. Until special stamps and
envelopes are provided it will be necessary to meet the new air mail rates with ordi-
nary postage stamps or with the air mail stamps and stamped envelopes now in use
in combination with ordinary stamps, as required.

Postmasters will continue to keep 5-cent air mail stamps and stamped enve-
lopes in stock as required to conform to the local demand until otherwise advised
by the Department.

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

The new eight cent stamp was not issned until September 26, 1932 which
date had been set aside for the laying of the corner stone for the new Post Office
Building in Washington. The official notice follows:

NEW S8-CENT MAIL STAMI’S AND STAMPED ENVELOPES

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, August 29, 1932,

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the Depart-
ment is preparing to issue air mail stamps and air mail stamped envelopes in the
S-cent denomination, to conform to the new air mail rate which became effective
July 6, 1932,

The 8-cent air mail stamp is of the same size, shape, and design as the 5-cent air
mail stamp of the current issue, containing a reproduction of the insignia of the air
mail service as the central design. No modification has been made except to sub-
stitute the denomination numeral “8" in the ecircular panel in each lower corner and
to change the color to olive green,

The new 8-cent air mail stamps and stamped envelopes will first be placed on
sale at the post office in Washington, D. €., on September 26, 1932, and at other
post offices where there is demand, beginning September 27, or as soon thereafter
as distribution ean be made. For the benefit of stamp collectors, the 8-cent air mail
stamp will also be placed on sale September 26, at the Philatelic Agency, Division
of Stamps, Post Office Department, Washington, D. C. Compliance can not be made
with request for the preparation of first-day covers either in the Washington post
office or the Philatelic Agency. It will be necessary to collectors desiring first-day
covers of the new S8-cent air mail stamp or stamped envelopes to arrange for the
service through private sources.

Postmasters at direet and central accounting post offices may submit requisi-
tions on the proper forms for the 8-cent air mail stamps and stamped envelopes
required, on the basis of an estimated 3-month supply. All requisitions transmitted
prior to October 1 should be on a separate form with other items of stamp stock
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excluded. So far as practicable, advance shipment will be made on postmasters’
requisitions in order to have the new denomination air mail stamps or stamped en-
velopes available for sale on September 27. Should these stamps or envelopes be
received prior to the authorized date, the postmaster will positively withhold same
from sale until September 27. Postmasters will be held strictly accountable for any
violation of this rule. Postmasters are also advised that all requests for 8-cent air
mail stamps and stamped envelopes received in the Department prior to this an-
nouncement have been canceled and new requisitions should be submitted for the
stock desired.

Postmasters at district post offices may obtain needed supplies of 8-cent air
mail stamps and stamped envelopes by requisition on the central accounting post-

master.
F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Effective July 1, 1934 the air mail rate was reduced to six eents per ounce
or fraction thereof. The decision to reduce the rate was made late in June and
the new air mail stamp was issued just one day previous to the need for this
value. Like the six eent ordinary stamp it was printed in orange ink, the design
being the same as the eight eent. The official notice follows:

NEW ISSUE AIR MAIL STAMPS
Washington, June 13, 1934.

Postmasters and emplovees of the Postal Service are notified that new air mail
postage stamps * * * % in the 6-cent denomination are now in process of
preparation to meet the public demand in accordance with the reduced air mail rate
which becomes effective July 1, 1934.

The 6-cent air mail postage stamp will be identical in size and design with the
present 8-cent air mail stamp, the only alteration being that of the denomination
numeral to “6' and the color from olive green to orange. * * # *

C. B. EILENBERGER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

At the end of the fiseal year of 1934 Air Mail history repeated itself when
the Postmaster General announced that the Department would issue a new stamp
which would pay both the airmail and special delivery fee. As in 1918 this was
to be a 16 cent stamp. In the latter part of July it was announced that the new
stamp would be issued on Angust 30th at the American Air Mail Convention,
Chicago. The official notice follows :

SPECIAL-DELIVERY ATIR-MAIL POSTAGE STAMP

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are notified that the Depart-
ment is preparing to issue a special postage stamp in the 16-cent denomination for
use on air mail matter in which provision is also made for special delivery.

The new stamp is 84/100 by 1 44/100 inches in dimensions and is arranged
horizontally. The stamp is enclosed in a narrow double line border and is printed
in blue ink. The central subject is a reproduction of the Great Seal of the United
States of America. Across the top of the stamp are the words “Special Delivery”
in white Roman lettering. On the sides of the stamp, arranged vertically, in white
gothic are the words “U. 8. Postage” at the left, and “Air Mail” at the right. Along
the bottom of the stamp below the central design is the word “Cents” in white
Roman, on either side of which is the denomination designation “16.”

The 16-cent special-delivery air-mail stamp will be first offered for sale at the
American Air Mail Society Convention Station, Chicago, I1l., on August 30, 1934.

Collectors desiring first-day cancellations of the 16-cent special delivery air-
mail stamp on that date may send addressed covers, not to exceed ten (10) to the
Postmaster, Chicago, I1l., with a cash or postal money order remittance payable to
the postmaster to cover the value of the stamps required for affixing. Personal
checks and postage stamps will positively not be accepted in payment. Covers will
be accepted from individual subscribers only and shall be addressed legibly with
ample space left for the placing of the stamps. Compliance cannot be made with
unusual requests such as the affixing of plate number blocks, etfe.

Requests for a supply of uncancelled stamps of this issue must not be included
with orders for first-day covers. Stamps needed for mailing purposes should be
purchased at the local post office, while stamps of selected quality for collection use
should be secured on mail order to the Philatelic Agency.
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The 16-cent special-delivery air-mail stamp will be placed on sale at the post
office, Washington, D. C., and the Philatelic Agency on August 21, and at other post
offices as needed for mailing use, beginning September 1, or as soon thereafter as
production will permit.

Collectors desiring covers with the Washington, D. €. cancellation on August
31 may send a limited number of addressed covers to the postmaster under the rules
specified herein.

C. B. EILENBERGER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Inspecting the New l6Ge Airmail=-Special Delivery Stamp.

The new 16-cent airmalil-special delivery stamp went on the press at the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing, Tuesday, August 21st at noon.
Superintendent of the Division of Stamps Hobert . Fellers, Director of the Bureau
Alvin W. Hall and President Francis B. Leech of the Washington Air Mail Society

are shown, left to right, inspecting the initial shests run.
Courtesy of “STAMPS.”

This completes the history of the stamps prepared for use on our regular
air mail service. There was however another group of air mail which were
issned for a special air mail purpose via the Graf Zeppelin on its infernational
“oood will™ flight.

On April 3, 1930 it was officially announced that three new stamps would be
issued to prepay the postage on postal cards and letters on the Zeppelin's Europe
Pan American flight which was fo take place that spring. The official notice
follows

“GRAF ZEPPELIN" AIR MAIL STAMPS
THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, Apr. 3, 1930.
Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are advised that the Depart-
ment is about to issue three special Zeppelin air mail stamps of 65-cent, £1.30, and

$2.60 denominations, for use on mail matter carried on the Graf Zeppelin first
Europe-Pan America round-trip flight, to be made early in May,
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The stamps are the same shape and size as the current air mail stamps, 75/100
by 1 84/100 inches, and are described as follows:
The border design is the same for each stamp, with the necessary change of

numerals representing the value,.

At the top of the stamp in a straight line are the

words “Graf Zeppelin' with the words “Europe-Pan America Flight"” directly bhe-

neath.

At the bottom of the stamp in a dark panel appear the words “United States

Postage” and within ecircles in both lower corners are the numerals showing the de-

nomination.

The 65-cent stamp is printed in green and contains as the central design a rep-
resentation of the Graf Zeppelin in flight across the Atlantic Ocean in an eastward

direction.

In the $1.30 stamp the airship is similarly shown sailing westward with a par-

tial outline of the eastern and western continents on either side of the stamp.

stamp is printed in brown,

This

The design of the $2.60 stamp shows the Gral Zeppelin emerging from the

clouds, passing a globe representing the earth, and traveling toward the west.

stamp is printed in blue.

This

The Grat Zeppelin stamps will first be placed on sale at the post office, Wash-
ington, D. C., on Apr. 19, 1930, and for the benefit of collectors the stamps will be

placed on sale the same date at the Philatelic Ageney of the Department.

The

stamps will also be placed on sale at the following additional post offices on Apr.

21, 1930:

Alabama—Birmingham,

Arizona—DPhoenix,

Arkansas—Little Rock,

California—ILos Angeles,
San Francisco,

Colorado—Denver,

Connecticut—Bridgeport,
New Haven,

Delaware—Wilmington,

Florida—Jacksonville, Miami, and Tam-
pa,

Georgia—Atlanta and Savannah,

Idaho—DBoise,

Illinois—Chicago,
field,

Indiana—Fort Wayne, Indianapolis, and
South Bend,

Towa—Cedar
Sioux City,

Nevada—Reno,

New Hampshire—Concord,

New Jersey—Jersey City, Newark, and
Trenton,

New Mexico—Albuquerque,

New York—Albany, Brooklyn, Buffalo,
New York, Rochester, Schenectady,
and Syracuse,

North Carolina—~Charlotte, and Greens-
boro,

North Dakota—Fargo,

Ohio—Akron, Cineinnati, Cleveland, Co-
lumbus, Dayton, Springfield, and To-
ledo,

Oklahoma—Oklahoma City,

Oakland and

Hartford, and

Peoria, and Spring-

Rapids, Des Moines, and

and Tulsa,

Kansas—Topeka, and Wichita,
Kentucky—DLouisville,
Louisiana—New Orleans,
Maine—Portland,
Maryland—DBaltimore,

Massachusetts—Boston, Springfield, and
Worcester,

Michigan—Detroit, Grand Rapids, and
Lansing,

Minnesota—Duluth, Minneapolis, and

St. Paul,

Mississippi—Vicksburg,

Missouri—Kansas City, St. Joseph, and
St. Louis,

Montana—Helena,

Nebraska-—Lineoln and Omaha,

Oregon—Portland,

Pennsylvania—Harrisburg, Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh, and Secranton,

Rhode Island—Providence,

South Carolina-—Charleston,

South Dakota—Sioux Falls,

Tennessee—~Chattanooga, Memphis, and
Nashville,

Texas—Austin, Dallas, Houston, and
San Antonio,

Utah—Salt Lake City,

Vermont—Burlington,

Virginia—Norfolk and Richmona,

Washington—Seattle and Spokane,

West Virginia—Charleston and Wheel-

ing,
Wiscongsin—Madison and Milwaukee,
Wyoming—~Cheyenne,

Postmasters at the above post offices will be sent a supply of the stamps with-
out requisition, together with special instructions in regard to the sale and account-

ing.

This special issue will be limited to 1,000,000 stamps of each denomination,
which will remain on sale at the above post offices until the departure of the Graf

Zeppelin from Lakehurst, N. J., on the return flight.
As soon as the above gquantities are printed

unsold will be recalled for destruction.

The stamps then remaining

the plates will be destroyed and no additional printing authorized.

The Graf Zeppelin stamps. will be continued on sale at the Philatelic Agency of
the Department until June 30, 1930, for the benefit of stamp collectors.

When these stamps are desired for collection purposes the remittance must in-

clude return postage and registry fee.
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Orders for Zeppelin stamps sent to the Philatelic Agency will be filled more
promptly if other varieties of stamps are omitted.

F. A. TILTON,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

“GRAF ZEPPELIN” EUROPE-PAN AMERICA ROUND FLIGHT
SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, Apr. 3, 1930.

In connection with the first Europe-Pan America round flight to be made by
the Graf Zeppelin, starting on or after May 10, 1930, from Friedrichshafen, Ger-
many, via Seville, Spain, and Pernambuco, Brazil, to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, thence
back to Pernambuco, thence to Lakehurst and return to Friedrichshafen via Seville,
arrangements have been made for sending by the flight mentioned, both from Fried-
richshafen to Lakehurst and from Lakehurst to Friedrichshafen, ordinary letters
(not exceeding 1 ounce in weight) and post cards mailed in this country and prepaid
with United States stamps. A special cachet will be used on such letters and post
cards dispatched by the Graf Xeppelin from both Friedrichshafen and Lakehurst.

The rates (postage plus fee for the air dispateh) applicable for dispatch from
New York to Friedrichshafen by the ordinary means, thence by the Graf Zeppelin
to Lakehurst, N. J. (via Seville-Pernambuco-Rio de Janeiro-Pernambuco) and from
Lakehurst by the United States domestic air mail service, where available, to the
office of destination in this country are:

$2.60 for each letter.
$1.30 for each single post card.

Articles for this dispatch should be marked “Via Friedrichshafen and Graf Zep-
pelin to Lakehurst'” and be sent under cover to the postmaster at New York (so as
to reach New York not later than Apr. 30), after being properly prepaid. If the
special issue Zeppelin stamps (see notice of the Third Assistant Postmaster General
in the Bulletin in this connection) are not available at the office of mailing and are
desired a money order, made payable to the postmaster at New York, to cover the
rate applicable as above stated should be sent in the same cover.

The rates (postage plus fee for the air dispateh) applicable for dispatch by the
Graf Zeppelin from Lakehurst to Seville or Friedrichshafen are:

$1.30 for each letter.
65 cents for each single post card.

Articles for this dispatch may be addressed for delivery in this country or any
KEuropean country and should be marked “Via Graf Zeppelin, care Postmaster, Lake-
hurst, N, J.” and be deposited in the mails in regular course in time to reach Lake-
hurst before the Graf Zeppelin departs for Europe. Further information as to the
date of departure will be announced later. Such of these articles as are addressed
for delivery in this country will be sent back from Germany by the next steamer and
will be dispatched from New York by the United States domestic air service, when
practicable, to the office of destination.

As in the case of articles for the dispatch mentioned first above, if the special
issue Zeppelin stamps are desired and are not obtainable at the office of mailing, a
money order, made payable to the postmaster at New York, to cover the rate appli-
cable should be sent under special cover, with the article to be mailed to the post-
master at New York.

The Graf Zeppelin will also carry mail from Friedrichshafen, Seville, Pernam-
buco, and Rio de Janeiro, on which the rates as shown below must be prepaid with
stamps issued by each country concerned:

Friedrichshafen to Seville, German stamps, reichsmark 2 (0.50)
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco, German stamps, reichsmark 4 (§1.)
Friedrichshafen to Rio de Janeiro, German stamps, reichsmark 4 (§1.)
Friedrichshafen to Lakehurst, German stamps, reichsmark 10 ($2.50)
Seville to Pernambuco, Spanish stamps, peseta 8§ (31.)

Seville to Rio de Janeiro, Spanish stamps, peseta 8§ (§1.)

Seville to Lakehurst, Spanish stamps, peseta 20 (§2.50)

Rio de Janeiro to Pernambuco, Brazilian stamps, milreis 5 (30.60)
Rio de Janeiro to Lakehurst, Brazilian stamps, milreis 10 ($1.20)
Rio de Janeiro to Seville, Brazilian stamps, milreis 20 (§$2.40)
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Letters and post cards for prepayvment with foreign stamps at the rates shown
in the preceding paragraph and for mailing and dispatch by the Graf Zeppelin from
one of the foreign offices mentioned in that paragraph should be sent under cover
to the special representative of the Graf Zeppelin in this country, F. W. Von Meister,
578 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. Such letters and post cards should bear the
name and address of the addressee and the return address of the sender and be
marked in addition “Via Graf Zeppelin from ............ (place of departure) to
........... (place of arrival).

With such articles sent to Mr. Von Meister should be sent a certified check or
money order in United States currency to prepay the articles at the rate applicable.

Articles to be prepaid with German stamps for dispatch from Friedrichshafen,
or with Spanish stamps for dispatch from Seville should be mailed in time for de-
livery to Mr. Von Meister not later than Apr. 28. Articles to be prepaid with Bra-
zilian stamps for dispatch from Brazil should be mailed in time to reach Mr. Von
Meister not later than Apr. 26. Such articles will be sent by Mr. Von Meister to
the agents of the Graf Zeppelin at the different foreign offices named for the appli-
cation of the proper stamps and delivery to the postal authorities.

The arrangements herein set forth have been made as a matter of convenience
to stamp collectors. Dispatch by the Graf Zeppelin is not guaranteed.

Registered mail will not be accepted for this flight.

As noted in the official notice, these stamps remained on sale at various post
offices until after the return flight, the remainders then being returned to
Washington. On June 30, 1930, the sale of these stamps was discontinued at
the Philatelic Agency and the remainders destroyed.

In 1933 the Graf Zeppelin planned a trip to the century of Progress Expo-
gition then being held in Chicago. On August 19, 1933 Postmaster General
James A. Farley anncunced that a special 50 cent stamp would be issued to pay
the postage on letters not exceeding a half ounce in weight. The official notice
follows :

GRAF ZEPPELIN SPECIAL ROUND FLIGHT TO CENTURY
OF PROGRESS EXPOSITION

SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, September 21, 1933,

The German airship Graf Zeppelin will start on or about October 14, 1933, from
Friedrichshafen via Brazil, to the Century of Progress Exposition at Chicago and
return to Europe.

The proposed schedule of the flight is as follows:

Lv. Friedrichshafen, Germany ..........0u0. 10 p. m, Oct. 14

Ar. Pernambuco, Brazil . ... . ... . oot iaas evening Oct. 17

Ar. Rio de Janeiro; Brazil ..o s van v 6 a. m. Oct. 19

Lv. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil ......... c.cva.n 6.30 a. m. Oct. 19 -

Lv. Pernambuco, Brazil .. .................., 11 p. m. Oct. 20 These dates are
Ar, Miami, Fla. ... i ittt it e morning Oet. 23 only approximate
Lo MHaME,. TP oo vomrmvmem Sie 5o Se s e e ey Sxn Do Oct. 23 due to technical
A ARPON RO e amivs R Furm oI5y S G RO B W 5 Oct. 24 reasons of refu-
(L & 5 i e srsre el et SR NER B T SRR AR a0 ST eling at Akron,
Ty PO DRI, cooi cnm ais @ummini S8 Ga% SRRt SRR e Oct. 28

Ax:: Beville: BDaiiy waia s sl s wscdiaiia &6 SaaieGsm Ses ik Oct. 30

Ar. Friedrichshafen, Germany ..........ciueeeuneanns Oect. 31

1 20-24 hour flight to Chicago and return to Akron between
Oct. 25 and 27.

Arrangements have been made for sending unregistered letters and post cards
addressed for delivery in this country or abroad and prepaid with United States
stamps by the flight from Friedrichshafen to this country as well as within this
country and on the return flight.

The same rates will apply, as shown below, whether the articles are addressed
for delivery in this country or in foreign countries.
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From U. S. A. by ordinary means to Friedrichshafen, then by Graf Zeppelin to—

Rate 2

Rio de Janeiro or Pernambuco, Brazil (mail addressed to U. S. A. returned
Irom Brazil DY BLERTNET: .. ..oovvo-ve sisn sim s i mnos v sas susd = wes 500 2093 £0.50

From U. S. A. by ordinary means to Friedrichshafen, then by Graf Zeppelin to—
L o1 Ry € £ L S S 1.00

From U. S. A. by ordinary means to Friedrichshafen, then by Graf Zeppelin to—
Chieago, IlL, or:Akron, OO0 o cws ciaes va s opsssmmme yeens s amaes 1.50

From U. S. A. by ordinary means to Friedrichshafen, then by Graf Zeppelin to—

U. S. A, (via Brazil) and back to Europe (Seville, Spain, or Friedrichs-

haten) (mail addressed to U. 8. A. will be returned from Europe by
BUBETHEE . w6 s it bt e B B B A B G b o WA Ay e e g 2.00

2 Postage plus air fee for each single card or, in the case of letters, per 1% o0z.

Letters and post cards for this dispatch should be marked “VIA GRAF ZEP-
PELIN, Friedrichshafen to .......... " and be sent under an outer envelope, prop-
erly prepaid at the regular rate of postage, to the postmaster, New York, N. Y., in
time to reach him bhefore noon on October 4, 1933,

The special rates above listed for the dispatch by the Graf Zeppelin may be pre--
paid at the time of mailing with regular United States postage stamps. However,
if the special issue Graf Zeppelin stamps are desired to be used for prepayment, a
money order payable to the postmaster at New York for the amount necessary should-
be enclosed with the letters and post cards.

WITHIN THE UNITED STATES.

From Miami, Fla, to—Akron, Ohio, or Chiecago, I1l. ............... 50.50
From Akron, Ohio, to—Chicago, I1l. ....... ... iinnanan 50
From Akron, Ohio, to—Akron, Ohio (round trip) ................ .50
From Chicago, Ill., to—Akron, Ohio ........ .o iiviinenson 50

RETURN FLIGHT.

From U. S. A. (Chicago or Akron) to Seville, Spain, or Friedrichs-
Rafen, GEeTIMAIY . . . ottt e ettt e e e et e et ee et naan s )]

Letters and posteards for this dispatch should be marked “VIA GRAF ZEPPE-
LIN, Miami (or Chicago, or Akren) to .......... ** and should be sent under an
outer envelope, prepaid at the regular rate of postage, to the postmaster (at Miami,
Chicago, or Akron, as the case may be) from whose office the articles are to be
dispatched by the Graf Zeppelin, in time to reach him before the Zeppelin is due to
depart, as shown in the above schedule.

These last-mentioned special rates may also be prepaid with regular United
States postage stamps or a money-order payable to the postmaster at Miami( or
Chicago or Akron, as the case may be) may be sent with the letters and post cards
to prepay these special rates with the special-issue Graf Zeppelin stamps.

It is to be specially noted that letters and post ecards to be dispatched by the
return flight should be sent only to Chicago or Akron.

Letters and post cards for dispateh by the Graf Zeppelin must show in the up-
per left-hand corner of the address side, the return card of the sender—that is, his
name and complete address. A clear space should be left in the lower left-hand
portion of the address side for the impression of the special cachet which will be
about 2 by 2 inches in size. The mail will be back-stamped after the air dispatch
is over.

Persons inquiring as to the rates and conditions applicable to letters and post
cards to be dispatched on the Graf Zeppelin from Germany and Brazil, prepaid with
stamps issued by those countries, should be referred to the special United States
representative of the Graf Zeppelin, Mr. ¥F. W. Von Meister, 354 Fourth Avenue,
New York, N. Y.

Notice concerning the special-issue Graf Zeppelin stamp will be published by
the Third Assistant Postmaster General.
W. W. HOWES,
Second Assistant Postmaster General.
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SPECIAL GRAF ZEPPELIN AIR MAIL STAMP

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL
Washington, September 21, 1933.

Postmasters and employees of the Postal Service are advised that the Depart-
ment is preparing to issue a special Graf Zeppelin stamp in the 50-cent denomina-
tion, for use on air mail matter carried on the flizht of the Graf Zeppelin to the
Century of Progress Exposition, to take place in October, 1933.

The stamp is the same shape and size as the current air mail stamp, 75/100 by
1 84/100 inches. The central design is a representation of the Graf Zeppelin over
the Atlantic Ocean. To the right appears the hangar at Friedrichshafen, and to the
left is shown the Federal building at the Century of Progress Exposition. Across
the top of the stamp appear the words: “United States Postage,” in solid Roman
letters, and immediately underneath are the words ‘A Century of Progress Flight"”
in small gothie type. In a large oval with dark background below the central de-
sign is the denomination designation “50e¢” in white lettering, The stamp is en-
closed in a border formed by two narrow parallel lines.

The special Zeppelin stamp will be on sale at the following post offices until
after the completion of the flight: Miami, Fla.; Chicago, I1l.; New York, N. Y., and
Akron, Ohio, to conform to mailing requirements as specified in the accompanying
notice of the Second Assistant Postmaster General. The stamp will be first placed
on sale at New York on October 2 and at the remaining designated offices as soon
thereafter as circumstances will permit.

The postmasters at the above post offices will accept addressed covers from col-
lectors for dispatch on the Graf Zeppelin between such points as may be desired,
the covers to be accompanied by a postal money-order remittance for the value of
the stamps required to be attached. Covers intended for mailing from Friedrich-
shafen must reach the Postmaster, New York, not later than October 4.

For the benefit of stamp collectors, the new 50-cent Zeppelin stamp will be
available for purchase from the Philatelic Agency, Post Office Department, begin-
ning October 5, 1933. The Agency will not, however, prepare covers for mailing on
that date. To receive prompt attention, orders to the Philatelic Agency for the new
Zeppelin stamp should be limited to this single item. Remittances must include
allowance for return postage and registration.

As the special Zeppelin stamp is being issued solely for use on mail matter car-
ried on the flight of the Graf Zeppelin to the Century of Progress Exposition, sup-
plies thereof will not be issued to post offices except as provided above.

C. B. EILENBERGER,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

These stamps were made especially for use on Air mail via the Graf
Zeppelin and were not intended for ordinary air mail and used copies are not
common. Being really made for stamp colleetors there were no straight edges.
The stamps were printed from two hundred subject plates divided into panes
by horizontal and vertical guide lines. After the sheets had been perforated,
including the gutters containing the horizontal and vertical guide lines, they
were torn along the guide lines into panes of fifty and so issued.

The issuance of these four stamps subjeeted the Department to considerable
criticism. Tt was claimed that the bulk of the proceeds went to a foreign concern
and the stamps worked a hardship on American collectors. Tt is not likely that
such a special issue will be repeated in the future.

At the time of going to press the Post Office Department had just an-
nounced the contemplated issue of a new 25 cent stamp to prepay the postage
on the contract airmail route from San Franciseo to the Philippine Islands via
Hawaii and Guam. The first flieht was to take place on November 8, 1935 and
on October 27, the official release of the Information Serviee of the Post Office
Department appeared in the morning papers as follows:

Postmaster General James A. Farley announced last night that he had author-
ized the issuance of a new Air Mail postage stamp of 25-cent denomination in con-
nection with the inauguration of the Trans-Pacific Air Mail Service on November

8, 1935; also that the pestage rate for this new service will be 25 cents to Hawaii,
50 cents to Guam, and 75 cents to the Philippine Islands.
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The new air mail stamp will be placed on first day sale at the San Francisco,
California, and Washington, D. C., post offices on Friday, November 8, and it will
be placed on general sale at post offices throughout the country the following day
or as soon thereafter as distribution will permit.

The new stamp is to be arranged horizontally and printed in blue ink, and in
gize will conform to the current special delivery stamp. Across the top of the
stamp will be the inseription “Trans-Pacific Air Mail,”” immediately beneath which
will be printed “1935.”" Across the bottom of the stamp will be the wording “U. S.
Postage,” with the denomination designation *25¢” in each lower corner. The
central design will depict the sun rising from the shores of America, while in the
air over the water appears a model seaplane. In the upper lefthand corner will
be the United States shield, and in the upper righthand corner the shield of the
Philippine Islands. On the lower right side of the stamp is a reproduction of a
portion of a modern ocean liner, while to the left is a Chinese junk vessel. On
the water in the distance is a three-masted sailing vessel, also a reproduction of a
ship of the mid-nineteenth century period, both being symbolic of early water
transportation. The four vessels and seaplane shown on the new stamp represent
the development in the methods of transportation employed in bridging the Pacific.

Stamp collectors desirous of obtaining first flight cancellations on the new
Trans-Pacific air mail service may send any desired number of envelopes bearing
their home address under separate cover endorsed in the upper left corner “By
first contract Trans-Pacific flicht,” to the Postmaster, San Francisco, together with
a cash or money order remittance, in accordance with the following schedule:

Number of

Stamps Required. Cost.
San Francisco to Hawaii. 1 26¢
San Francisco to Guam, 2 hle
San Francisco to Philippine Islands, 3 76e
Hawaii to Guam, 1 25¢
Hawaii to Philippine Islands, 2 h0e
Guam to Philippine Islands, 1 25¢

(Note: These covers should be received at San Francisco not later than
November 7, and stamp collectors are requested to file their or-
ders immediately in order that they might be received at San
Francisco as soon as possible.)

Each self-addressed envelope sent to the Postmaster, San Francisco, for dis-
patech by First Contract Flight should bear a lead pencil notation in the upper left
corner showing the scope of service desired, as, “San Francisco to Hawaii,”” "“San
Francisco to Philippine Islands,” *‘Hawaii to Philippine Islands,” etc. Upon com-
pletion of the flight, such covers will continue in the mails to the addressee. The
Postmaster, San Francisco, will also accept requests for first day covers of the new
air mail stamp to be sent by regular air mail direct to the addressee. Such covers
should be made up as a separate enclosure appropriately labeled with remittance
allowance of one stamp for each such cover.

Collectors desiring to mail covers bearing the new stamp on the return flight
may send self-addressed envelopes, under separate enclosure, to the Postmaster at
Guam, and Honolulu, Hawaii, with postal money order remittance to cover the
value of the stamps required at the same rates speeified for the outgoing flight. In
order for such covers to reach Guam in time to be returned by the eastbound flight,
it will be necessary to send them by air mail to the Postmaster at Guam by the
first westbound flight.

Stamp collectors desiring first-day covers from Washington, D. C., on November
8 may send any desired number of self-addressed envelopes to the Postmaster with
a cash or postal money order remittance covering the value of the stamps to be
affixed thereto. Envelopes to receive pairs and blocks of four stamp should be
appropriately marked in the upper right corner. It should be understood, how-
ever, that first-day covers from Washington will not be carried on the Trans-Pacifie

flight.

There was not sufficient time available for collectors to prepare their covers
by November 8 and at the request of collectors the flight was postponed to No-
vember 22 as was the date of issnance of the new stamp
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SERIES OF 1918

The first air mail flicht in the United States took place September 23, 1911
when mail was carried by plane from Garden City Estates, L. 1. to mearby
Mineola. This flicht marked the beginning of others of a .-:m111r||- nature, made
by barnstorming pilots at State Fairs, which received official 1'0(:0,__,07111'1_0]1 from
the Post Office Department. This eooperation iml-luf_lud temporary appointments
of the pilots to the postal service, as well as special cancellations and special air
mail substations.

A First Adlrmail Flight in Americn,

Postmaster General Frank Hitcheoek hamds Earvle Ovington, Adrmail _l’ﬂllt
No. 1, one of the first sacks of mail to be carried through the air in the United

o=

States. Garden City, L. L. N, Y. September 25, 1911,

Courtesy CAir Post Journal”

These pioneer flights helped eduecate the general publie in the field of avia-
tion, and built up a feeling of confidence in the airplane. As a result the
Department decided to add the airplane to its mail dispatching service.

The Act of May 6, 1918 authorized the Post Office Department to earry the
mail by airplane and also set the rate at 24 cents per ounce, This necessitated
a new stamp and the Burean of Engraving and Printing was instructed to
prepare a design.
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As this was a new method of officially carrying the mail it was deemed
advisable to prepare a stamp distinetive in design and color, It was decided
to use red for the frame and blue for the vignette. Printed on white paper
the resultant colors of the new stamp were the patriotic “‘red white and blue’’.

These stamps were printed and issued in sheets of 100 subjeets, divided by
horizontal and vertical guide lines into units of 25 for the convenience of the
postal elerks and the general public. The full sheets however proved too larae
for the post office “*books’” and two of the margins were cut off. At first there
was no uniform plan as to which margins should be removed and sheets were
available with varying straieht edged sides. This gave rise to the erroneous
belief that these wers different panes of the plate. Tt was finally decided to
remove the right and bottom margins on all later sheets of this issue and the
two lower values were only issued with the arrow at the top and at the left.

#1302—Twenty-four Cent, Carmine Rose and Blue. Airplane.
No Wmk. Perf. 11.
Issued May 13, 1918,
This first air mail stamp issued by the United States should precede the other
values sinee it was placed on sale more than six months before the six eent stamp
regardless of the sequence of the catalog number.

First Flight Government Airmail Serviee.

Postmaster Patton of New York passes the first bhag of mail to
Lieut. Torry Wehb, May 15, 1918, for New York to Washington trip.

Courtesy Air Post Journal.

With the permission of the War Department the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing obtained a picture of one of the army planes which was to carry the
air mail beginning May 15, 1918. This photograph was used as a model by
C. A. Huston in designing the stamp. J. Eissler and E. M. Hall execnted the
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engraving. The frame plate was put to press on May 10th although the master
die was not approved until May 111h on whieh date the vignette plate was used
for the first time to complete the printing. On May 13th, the stamp was issued
to the postmasters who immediately placed them on sale,

The first flights were made on May 15, from Washington and New York.
The trip from New York to Washington was completed but the northbound
flight came to griet at Waldort, Md., and the mail was returned to Washington
by truck to be held for the trip on the following day. The covers mailed on
May 15, from Washington were cancelled ** Air Mail Service. Wash. N, Y.
Phila. Washington™ and **May 15, 1918 IMirst Trip.”” When mail was eancelled
the following day, the elerk had changed the date but had forgotten to remove
the “*‘First Trip"" inseription. This was ea led to his attention almost immedi-
ately and after this line had been eut out, the cancelling was continned. Tt is
said that only three eovers are known bearing the *“Fivst Trip'” inseription and
dated May 16. This was the actual first trip from Washington to be completfed,

and covers cancelled the 15th and 16th addressed to N. Y. were back stamped.
Reed (reccived) May 16 4 P. M.
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First Flight Goevernment Airmail Washington, 1), C, to New York
May 15-16G, 1915,

First T'rip May 15, 1915—=First Trip” May 16, 19185—May 16, 1918,
Rate 24 Cents.

From the Collection of J. J. Klemann, Jr.

This distinetive type of air mail cancellation was used until Jannary 1919
and then discontinned. Beginning May 14th, 1919 a regular Air Mail eancella-
tion was adopted. This consisted of four bars and a cirele having “* Air Mail
Service’” at the top, the date in the eenter and the city at the bottom.
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This stamp is rectangular in shape, about seven eights of an inch long by
three quarters of an inch high. The center, printed in blue, portrays a Curtis
JNAD in flight. Above the vignette, in a curved line of Roman capital letters
are the words “*17, 5. POSTAGE.”” Triangular ornaments appear in the two
upper corners. Below the Airplane, in a straight line of Roman capital letters
is the word “*CENTS"™ with the numerals **24" in the two lower eorners. The
frame is printed in carmine rose.

The very first day that the stamps were placed on sale in Washington, D. C.,
a sheet was found with center inverted. At the stamp window of the ‘‘New
York Avenue’ branch W. T. Robey a stamp collector asked the clerk for a sheet
of the mew Airmail stamps, requesting one with a plate number. The top and
right margin of these sheets had been removed to fit the post office books and the
clerk, who knew Mr. Robey as a plate number collector, looked through several
sheets before he found one.  After paying for the sheet, Mr. Robey noticed that
the number, in the bottom marein was up side down and a more careful glance
at the sheet showed him that the airplane was inverted. He told the clerk about
it and inguired if there were more. The eclerk tried to regain the sheet and
faiting to do so elosed his window and notified his superiors. Instruections were
immediately issued to the post offices in Washington, Philadelphia and New York
to check all stock on hand. No other inverts were diseovered and the story that
three sheets were found at the Bureau, is not generally accepted.

Postal inspectors endeavored to regain the sheet but without success as there
was no legal means to compel Mr. Robey to accept a normal sheet in exchange
for the one with center inverted. As the Government had received face value
for the sheet it was the bona fide property of the purchaser.

After the Washington and New York dealers had seen the error, the sheet
was sold for $15,000 to a syndicate headed by Eugene Klein, the well known
Philadelphia dealer who immediately resold it to Colonel Green for $20,000.

At the suggestion of Mr. Klein, Colonel E, H, Green who had intended to
keep the sheet intaet for his colleetion, broke it up so that other colleetors might
have copies of this rarity. Colonel Green kept one block of eight containing
the bottom arrow and plate number as well as blocks of four of the cenfer line,
left arrow and the lower left marginal corner. The remainder of the sheet was
returned to Mr. Klein to sell to other collectors. The original price was set at
$250.00 for the perforated copies, and $175.00 for those with straight edges.
In a very short time the price had risen to $500.00 and by 1935 the market value
was in excess of $3000.00.

It was reported, some years later, that the half sheet that Colonel Green
possessed was lost when his yacht sank in the New Haven Harbor. This was
obviously untrue as he had retained only twenty copies for his own colleetion.
It is a faet however that 13 copies, most of them straight edge, which had been
temporarily returned to Colonel Green by Mr. Klein were lost when they were
swept from his office desk. This reduced the available supply to eighty-seven
copies,

The discovery of the sheet with eenter inverted made it advisable to place
some mark on the plate to prevent any receurrence. The word “TOP’ was
therefore added to the plates. After “TOP’ had been added to the vignette
plate a small printing was made and these sheets issued either minus the bottom
and left margins, or the bottom and right margins. The “TOP’" was later added
to the frame plate, and sheets were again issued without the bottom and left
margins.  The final procedure removed the bottom and right arrows and the
remaining sheets of this, and the lower values, were so issued.

From the various changes it is easily diseerned that the bottom and right
arrow blocks are more searee than the other arrow bloeks. The eenter line bloek,
is the most common position variety.

Aside from the invert there are no varieties worthy of note. Only one plate
was used for the vignette and one for the frame.
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Shades: Carmine rose and blue, deep carmine rose and blue,

Varieties: a: Inverted center
b: Position blocks
1. Center line block
2. Arrow blocks
3. Perforated guide line blocks
¢. Plate number blocks
1. Plate number in bottom margin (inverted)
2. Block showing only blue “TOP” and numbers
3. Red and blue “TOP” and numbers
Plates used:
Frame 84952
Vignette 8493

Quantity issued: 3,095,955

#1301—=Sixteen Cents, Green. Airplane. No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued July 11, 1918.

Order No. 1617 issued by the Postmaster General on June 26th, 1918
reduced the airmail rate effective July 15th, to 16 Cents per ounce or fraction
thereof. It was deemed advisable to prepare a new stamp for this value and the
Bureau received instructions to prepare such an issue. The die was officially
approved on July 5th and the plate first used July 8th. Three days later the
stamps were delivered to postmasters who then placed them on publie sale.

The eurrent airmail design was used for this new value, as it had proved
most satisfactory, The necessary change in the numerals of the value was
made. As the design was distinetive in character a bi-colored stamp was not
needed and the value was issued in dark green.

Only one plate was made and used for this stamp, the layout of which was
similar to the 24 eent stamp excepting that all the sheets issned had the bottom
and the right margins removed. The plate number appeared only onee on the
sheet over the seventh stamp, the second to the right of the top arrow. These
stamps remained on sale until the fiscal year of 1922 and although issued in a
larger quantity than either of the other two values, are much more searece.
Many of the copies on hand at the post offices were utilized for the prepayment
of postage on airmail under the 1923 zone rates of eight eents an ounce for each
zone and lost to colleetors.

Shades: Deep green, dark green.

Vavieties: a: Plate number blocks (top only)
h: Top and left arrow blocks
¢: Center line block

Plate used: 8900
Quantity issued: 3,793,087

#1300—Six Cent, Orange. Airplane. No Wmk. Perf, 11.
Issued December 10, 1918,

On November 30, 1918 the Postmaster General issued order No. 2415 effee-
tive December 15th, which reduced the airmail rate to six cents per ounce by
removing the special delivery feature. A new stamp was ordered bearing the
same design as the two higher values and printed in orange ink the identical
color of the ordinary stamp of the same value. The die was hardened on
December 3rd and the plate went to press on the 5th of December, although
the die proof had not been approved. On December 6th the die proof was
officially approved and on the 9th the first delivery was made to the postmasters
who placed the stamps on publie sale the following day, December 10th.
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Only one plate was used and all the sheets were issued minus the bottom
and the right margins. The plate number was located above the seventh stamp,
the second to the right of the top arrow. This value was issued to post offices
as late as the fiseal year of 1927, There was no airmail need for this stamp after
1923 but like others in the series it was valid for all postal needs except postage
due. There was very little variation in the shade although copies in a decided
brown are frequently seen. These eopies are oxidized althongh they are mnot
generally made to order.

Shades: Orange, deep orange.

Varieties: a: Plate number bloeck
h: Position blocks
1. Center line
2. Top and left arrow

Bouble Transter
Stamp Z 14 Plate 9155,

Thix is the lower left stamp
in an evenly spaced top arrow
and Plate No. hloek of eight.

c¢: Double transfer
Stamp 14 shows a wide upward displacement. Evidence of the
first entry may be seen above the upper right corner, on and about
both numerals and in “CNT" of "CENTS" (Illustrated.)

d: Plate scratch
Stamp # 15 shows a marked scratch just inside the vignetie frame
line above “CE" in “CENTS" (Illustrated.)

Both of these varieties are found in a top arrow and plate num-

ber block of 8.

Plate Serateh
Stamp =15 Plate D155,

This stamp is to the right of
the double transfer illustrated
above,

Plate used: 9155

Plate not used: 9164
Quantity issued: 2,134,088
Proofs:

It is known that there are two large die proofs of the 16e.

In 1922 two die proofs of the 24 cent, with center inverted, were made for the
Brazilian International Centennial Exposition. These were printed on India paper.
After the Exposition, both were returned to the Department, one being kept in an
Exhibition cabinet for future Hxpositions, while the other was kept as part of the
official record in the die proof album of the Division of Stamps.
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SERIES OF 1923

As soon as the Washington, Philadelphia, New York air mail route had been
well organized the Department decided to establish routes to more distant points.
On Sept. 5, 1918 an experimental flight, earryving mail, was made from New
York to Chicago via Lock Haven, Pa., Cleveland and Bryan, Ohio. Two ships
left New York. After several seheduled stops and forced landings, they finally
reached Chicago, one on the evening of the 6th and the other the following
morning. The sueccessfully made return trip, on Sept. 10th rvesulted in the
establishment of a regular serviee, which began on Dee. 11th. Other experi-
mental flights soon led to the establishment of additional routes. On Sept. 7,
1920, the first two transcontinental planes left Mineola, N. Y. for San Franecisco.
Stops were made en route and one plane arrived in San Francisco on the 9th.
The other plane arrived on the 11th. On Sept. 10th a plane left San Franciseo
for New York and arrived in New York on the 12th. The rate on these flights
was 2 cents an ounce,
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Official Experimental Airmail Flights on the Transcontinental Route.

September 7, 1920, First Transcontinental Airmail Plane, Daytime Flying.
Rate Ze,

August 21, 1923, First Night Flying on Transcontinental Airmail Route. Rate Z2e,

From the Collection of J. J. Klemann, Jr.

In these early days of government operated air mail planes, crack ups were
not infrequent, and often mail dispatehed by air took considerably longer to
reach its destination than mail sent by train. After the novelty of the air mail
service had worn off, many business people discontinued its usage finding the
rates higher, and the service less efficient than the regularly established mail
system. Congress lost interest in air mail appropriations, claiming that inas-
much as regular night air mail was impossible, little time was actually saved
and therefore the air mail serviee had no future. Towever largely due to the
unswerving confidence of W. Trving Glover, Second Assistant Postmaster Gene-



194

ral, Congress reluctantly appropriated the modest
development.
summer of 1923 to fly the mail at night as conside
trips by flying on regular routes only during the
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sum of $50,000 for further
Under the leadership of Mr. Glover plans were made in the early
rable time was lost between
This plan
included air mail to the Pacifie ccast and a new sehedule of rates was prepared,

daytime hours.

based on the distance flown as well as on the weight.

The country was therefore divided into three zones, namely, New York to
Chicago, Chicago to Cheyenne and Cheyenne to the Coast, with a postage charge
The stamps were placed on sale
at the Philatelic Ageney in August 1923, but were withheld from public sale

of eight cents per ounce for each airmail zone.

until early in 1924,
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An inereased demand for airmail stamps necessitated the printing of these
stamps in sheets of 400. These were divided into panes of 100 by horizontal and
vertical guide lines along which the sheets were cut for issuance to post offices.
There were eight plate numbers to each plate, adjacent to the fifth stamp from
the outside corners.

+1303—Eight Cent, Dark Green. Airplane Propeller. No Wmnk.
Perf. 11.

Issued August 15, 1923,

The American Philatelic Society held its Annual Convention in Washington
during the middle of August 1923. In an effort to show Government coopera-
tion with philately, this stamp was issued Aungust 15, although only plate
No. 14824 was ready in time.

This value paid the postage on one ounce of airmail for one zone. The
stamp was designed by (. A. Huston after a photograph of a De Haviland
plane, supplied by the Post Office Department. The engraving was executed
by I. Dawson and E. M. Weeks. This stamp is rectangular in shape, about
seven-eighths of an inch long and three quarters of an inch high. Above the
vignette, in a eurved panel, are the words “U. 8. POSTAGE’" in white Roman
capital letters. Triangu'ar ornaments appear in both the upper corners, Below
the cenfral design, in a straight line of Roman capitals is the word “CENTS".
The numeral **8”" within ovals is in both lower corners. The design was ap-
proved on August 1, put to press August 13th and issued at the Philatelie
Agency on the 15th.

Although the rate on contract airmail was set at 10 ecents per ounce,
effective February 1, 1926, there was still a need for this value. With the excep-
tion of the night airmail to Chicago, it was used on Government operated airmail
routes, The general sale of these stamps was discontinned February 1, 1927,
and later deliveries were made mainly to the Philatelic Ageney for the benefit
of collectors.

MAx POLLACK & CoMPANY ~INC
COTTON AND MERCERIZED THAEADS
315 WEST JACKION DLVD

CHICAGO oty 5

“ e QJF Mr. Max.d. ;omll' AR MATD
o~

Max Pollack & Compeny, First Overnighy K

".12 East 22nd Street,  hivago to New Yurs
., New York, New York.

First Overnight Flight Chicago to New York, July 1, 1925,

Rate 10 cenis, 2 cents over the day time rate for the same distance,

Shades: Deep green, dark green

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: Usual four pane position blocks

Plates used: 14824-—25, 26, 27
Quantity issued: 6,414,576
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#1304—Sixteen Cent, Dark Blue. Badge of Airmail Service. No Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued August 17, 1923.

It was first planned to issue this stamp in black but when the design was
approved on August 6, it was decided to change the eolor to dark blue. TH.
Dawson and E. M. Hall engraved the master die after the design by C. A.
Huston. Printing began on August 14th and three days later the stamp was
issued at the Agency.

Similar in shape and size to the 8 cent, this stamp has for its central desien
the official insignia of the airmail service consisting of a cirenlar design with
spread wings on either side. 1In the center, upon a dark backeround, appear
the letters ““U. 8.”" with the word ‘““AIR’’ above and the word ‘“‘MATL" below.
Above the central design, in a eurved panel are the words ““U. S. POSTAGE"”’
in white Roman capital letters. A dark shaded triangle appears in both upper
corners of the stamp. Below the vignette, in a straight line of Roman capitals
is the word ““CENTS", the numerals ‘16" within ecireles, with dark back-
grounds are in both lower corners,

This stamp was placed on sale two days after the 8 cent, and similarily,
continued to be issued by the Department until the fiseal year of 1929. This
paid the rate on airmail between New York and Cheyenne or Chicago and
the Coast. Tt was also valid for ordinary postal uses.

Shades: Deep blue, dark blue

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: Usual four pane position blocks
¢: Shifted transfer
A doubling of the inner right frame lines is on the stamp just above
one having plate number 14830 in the left margin. This is either
#31 U. L. or #41 L. L. (Illustrated.)

Another shift, position unknown, shows doubling of both inner frame
lines at the left. Several marked shifts have been found showing
doubling of the vertical lines on the wings and frame lines (Illus-
trated.) Also at the right (Illustrated.)

Shifted Transfers

Left Pane Better Type Shift
Plate 14830 of Shift at Right

d: Double transfer

A lower right stamp of a lower right pane of an unknown plate, hav-
ing the initials “IL. B. S.” in the right margin, shows a double trans-
fer in “CES” of CENTS. There are, in addition extra lines in the
right numeral and in the white part of the medallion that may be
evidence of another entry. Only one copy has been checked and it is
possible that these extra lines, which appear as rows of little dots,
are due to a double offset, and therefore only a printing variety
(INustrated.)
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Double Transfer

Platemaker's initials in right margin,
Position nnknown.

Plate 14828 U. L. #£16 shows a marked downward double transfer.
This can be seen inside the left frame line, outside the right frame
line below the bottom, in the upper left corner of the vignette, ete.
(INMustrated.)

Another double transfer position unknown shows throughout the en-
tire right side of the design (Illustrated.)

Doubie
Transfers

Position unknown

Plates used: 14828—29, 30, 31
Quantity issued: 5,309,276

#1305—Twenty-four Cent, Carmine. Airplane in Flight. No Wmk.
Perf, 11.

Issued August 21, 1923,

It was first planned to issue this stamp in dark brown but this was changed
to carmine when the stamp was approved on August 14. One week later it was
placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency, all copies being from plate 14840, the
only one finished by August 17th, in time for the first printing. J. Eisler and
E. M. Hall engraved the master die after the design by C. A. Huston, taken from
a photograph of the 1. S. Airmail Service, Airplane 195. This value was issued
to pay the postage on airmail between New York and the Pacifie Coast.

The stamp is the same size and shape as the two later values. The vignette
shows a De Haviland plane flying from Bast to West. Above the central design
in a eurved panel are the words “U. S, POSTAGE" in white Roman capital
letters. Ornamental serolls appear in both upper corners. Below the vignette,
in a straight line of Roman ecapita’s, is the word ““CENTS’’ with the numerals
‘24" within circles, with dark background, in both lower corners.

As was the case with the other stamps of this issue, it was not issued to
postmasters until August 24, 1923, when they were sent to sixteen designated
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post offices which had been selected as mailing points along the airmail route.
The new airmail service had not been permanently established at that time and
the postmasters were instructed to withhold selling these stamps until further
advice reached them. It was later decided that the new service would become
effective July 1, 1924 and the postmasters at the designated post offices were
instrueted to place the stamps on publie sale beginning June 16, Deliveries
were made as late as the fiscal year of 1929 but during the last two years
almost all were sent to the Philatelic Ageney.

Shades: Carmine, deep carmine

Varieties: a:
b:
e

Plate number blocks

Usual four pane position blocks

Shifted transfer

A copy of a stamp (position unknown) shows a marked shift to the
right showing a clear doubling in the rudder lines of the plane, in the
leaf over the right numeral and in the scroll work in the upper right
corner (Illustrated.)

Shifted Double
Transfer Transfer
Position 14841
Unknown U. L. #6

Double transfer
Stamp # 6 of the upper left pane of plate 14841 shows a marked east-
ward doubling of the design. Heavy spots of color appear in the

right numerals, the right frame line is heavily doubled especially
near the bottom (Illustrated.)

Two Way Double Transfer
Position Unknown

: Two-way double transfer

This is a form of triple transfer, one of the earlier entries being west-
ward and the other eastward. The main double is displaced to the
left, showing the left frame line doubled to the left, extra lines in the
“E"” and “T" of “CENTS” and in the “AE" of “POSTAGE.” The

right frame lines is faintly doubled to the right. Position unknown
(IMustrated.)

Plates used: 14840—41, 42, 43
Quantity issued: 5,285,776

Die Proofs: At least two sets of large die proofs exist of each value,
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A Contract Air Mail Plane

From the Gatchell Collection.

SERIES OF 1926-27

By 1925 the government operated air mail lines were well established.
Many persons felt that it wou!d be advantageous to turn these over to private
enterprises, and so promote civil aviation. Congress authorized the Post Office
Department to obtain proposals for the carrying of mail by air and to enfer into
contracts similar to those held by railroads and steamship lines.

On February 2, 1925, an act of Congress set the rate on ** Contraet " air mail
at not less than ten cents per ounce or fraction thereof. Almost a year ensued
before plans were sufficiently advanced for the Postmaster General to issue an
order giving the details of the new method of handling the air mail. On January
19. 1926 he issued order No. 3817 which set the rate on Contract air mail at ten
cents per ounce up to 1000 mi'es, fifteen cents per ounce up to 1500 miles, and
twenty cents per ounee for a distance in excess of 1500 miles.

Various contracts were let out and assigned route numbers, but the first
contractor ready to fly the mail was the Ford Motor Company which had been
awarded the contract air mail or C. A. M. as it is called, for Routes 6 and 7,
Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago and return. The first flights were scheduled to take
place February 15, 1926 and on January 27, the Department announced that a
new ten cent air mail stamp would be issued on Febrnary 13 to meet the needs
of this new service.

Although this stamp was to be valid for all purposes for which postage
stamps of the ordinary issue were used, it was decided to prepare a stamp of
distinetive size so that air mail letters would not be econfused with ordinary mail.
Consequently a stamp twice the size of the normal issue was prepared for the
new service. It was printed in sheets of 200 subjects divided into panes by
horizontal and vertical guide lines. The sheets were cut along the guide lines
into panes of 50 (5x10) and so issued to post offices. There were eight plate
numbers, two to each pane. These were above, or below the third stamp at the
top or bottom and to the right or left of the sixth stamp from the horizontal
cuide line,
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#1306—Ten Cent, Blue. Map and Two Airplanes. No Wmk. Perf. 11.
Issued February 13, 1926,

As the air mail rate on contract routes was to become effective February
15, 1926, it was necessary {o prepare a special stamp for this denomination.
On January 23, 1926, the Postmaster General approved the design for this
stamp and five days later the first plates went to press. The first delivery
was made to Post Offices on February 6, and on the 13th the stamp was placed
on sale at Detroit and Dearborn, Michigan ; Chicago, Illinois; Cleveland, Ohio
and Washington, D. C. Except for Washington these cities were all incidental
to the Ford Motor Company contract for flying the mail between Detroit,
Cleveland and Chicago. Though the routes were known as C. A. M. 6 and T the
trips on February 15, 1926 were the first contract air mail flights.  Covers
carried on these trips are quite desirable to collectors, especially those, to and
from Dearborn. All these covers veceived the official first flight government
cachets which were also used to cancel the stamps.

First Flight Contract Air Mail

The Ford Motor Company Plane ready (o begin flying their Contract,
Route ZG-7. Official eachets applied to all mail carried on the first trips
between Detroit, Cleveland and Chicago. The eachets illustrated were
also used asx cancellations and nx recelving backstamps,

Courtesy Air Post Journal,

The stamp is a horizontal rectangle 75,100 by 1 84/100 inches in size.
The vignette represents a relief map of the United States showing some of the
main rivers and mountain ranges. On each side is an airplane in flight one
traveling east and the other west. Across the top of the stamp, in white Roman
letters are the words “UNITED STATES POSTAGE' with “AIR MATIL’
appearing directly beneath. At the bottom of the stamp, in shaded letters is
the word ‘‘CENTS™ while in the lower corners are white numerals ‘10",
Ornamental brackets appear at each side of the stamp.

The Geological Survey of the Department of the Interior supplied a large
relief map which was used by C. A. Huston in designing the stamp. The master
die was engraved by .J. Benzing and R. Hall.

Though superseded for a while in 1927 by the Lindbergh issue, copies of
this stamp were issued as late as the fiscal year of 1930, With the reduection
of air mail rates in 1928 to five cents per onnee this stamp was employved for
foreign air mail and for letters above the minimum weight. The eight ecent
rate in 1932 left little use for this value and one postmaster in Pennsylvania
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utilized his remainders by stamping them “POSTAGE DUE’’ to collect on
short paid mail. While these have no official standing it is interesting to note
the difficulty encountered in getting vid of the surplus air mail stamps which
were later restricted to air mail use.

In 1935 the introduction of a combined air mail speeial delivery rate of
16 cents enabled some postmasiers to elear out the remainders of 10 cent air
mail stamps in conjunction with a six-eent stamp, although the 10e¢. air mail
stamp in these eases actually paid the speecial delivery eharge.

Shades: Blue, bright blue, deep blue

Varmeties: a: Plate number blocks.
b: Usual four pane position blocks

Double Transier
18246 U. L. #11

¢: Double transfer
18246 U. L. #11 shows a marked downward doubling of the right
side being most obvious in the tail of the right plane and the lower
right corner (Illustrated.)
d: Shifted transfer
Numerous copies have been seen showing shifts to the right or left.
These are generally obvious as a doubling of the shading lines in the
numerals of value.
Plates used:
18246—47, 48, 49, 50
18903—04, 05

Plate not used: 18906
Quantity issued: 24 664,060

#1307—%‘11’&%11.11 Cent, Sepia. Map and Two Airplanes. No Wmk.
erf. 11,

Issued September 18, 1926,

The expansion of contract air mail was slow and more than six months
transpirved after its inauguration before it became necessary to issue a 15 eent
stamp to pay the postage on second zone contract air mail. On September 8,
1925 the die for the new value was approved and on the following day the
Third Assistant Postmaster General announced that the new air mail stamp
would be issued at Washington, D. €. on September 18. The first printing
took place on September 16 and on the 17 the first delivery was made to post
offices.

The design is similar to that of the 10e stamp with the necessary changes
in the numerals of va'ue. Sepia ink was selected for this denomination although
the ordinary 15 cent stamp is printed in grey.

About three months after this stamp appeared it was decided to dispense
with air mail zones and a flat rate of 10 cents per half ounce was introduced.
There was, therefore, no further need of this value, but the Bureau eontinued
its deliveries to postmasters until all available supplies were exhausted. Covers
carrying this stamp and paying the second zone rate are more scaree than either
of the other two values.
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Shades: Sepia, deep sepia

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: Usual four pane position blocks

Plates used: 18745—46, 47, 48
Plates not used: 18749—50, 51, 52
Quantity issued: 10,089,061

We certify that the cachet of which
this impression is a sample, was de-
stroyved In the Post Office Department
on August 17, 1935.

D, V. ENGLAND
Chief, Records and Statisties Section

D. M. RICKER
Secretary

CHARLES P, GRADDICK
Superintendent, Air Mail Service

J. M. DONALDSON
Deputy Second Assistant Postmaster
Seneral

FRANCIS B. LEECH
President, American Air Malil Society

Reproduction of Original Certificate Attesting the Destruction of Obsolete Cachets.

Courtesy Air Post Journal,

#1308 —Twenty Cent, Green. Map and Two Airplanes. No Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued January 25, 1927.

On December 23, 1926 the Postmaster General issued order No, 4961 effec-
tive Februnary 1, 1927 which changed the air mail rate to 10 ecents per half ounce
regardless of distance. Inasmuch as the majority of air mail letters are more
than this minimum, the Bureau was instructed to prepare a twenty cent stamp
of the same design as the eurrent air mail. On January 10, 1927 the die was
approved, and eight days later the plates were put to press. On January 21st
the initial deliveries were made to the post offices and four days later publie
sale was started in Washington, D. (', and in New York City.

With this issue, air mail stamps were restricted to usage on air mail matter.
As a result large used blocks of this stamp and later issnes are not as common
as the earlier ones,

During the three years this stamp was current, two distinet shades appeared,
but no worth while plate varieties have been discovered.

Shades: Yellow green, light bluish green
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Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: Usual four pane position blocks
Plates used: 18890—91, 92, 93, 94, 97, 9§, 99
Quantity issued: 25,484,178

Proofs: Large die proofs are available of all three values.

Destroying Obsolete €. A, M. Cachets

Back row: Mrs, D. M. Ricker, I} V. England, Geo. W. Angers, Supt. Air
Mail; C. P. Graddick, Paul Robertson, Chas, G. Riess, Seated: L. B, Gat-
chell, Francis B. Leech, and J. M. Donaldson, Deputy Secomd Assistant
Postmaster General,

Courtesy Air Post Journal,

NOTES



P. O. Box 412

Via Contract Airmail

Peoria to Chicago, ITIll. SPRINGFIELD, MASS.

c.q. ;Q,MLM Bt

First Flight C. A. M. Route 2. C. A, Lindbergh, Pilot.

Courtesy Air Post Journal,

THE LINDBERGH ISSUE
SERIES OF 1927

When the air mail system was started in 1918, all flying was done by Army
pilots as there were very few expert commercial flyers. In less than ten years
air mail had grown so rapidly that by 1927 the recognized leaders in aviation
were the air mail pilots, many of them army trained. Among these was Charles
A. Lindbergh who flew the air mail from Chicago to St. Louis, on C. A. M.
Route No. 2.

The builders of airplanes kept pace with the increase in ecommercial flying
and were constantly endeavoring fo perfect planes which could fly faster and
with inereased safety for longer periods, in an effort to reduce time between the
widely separated points. Prizes were offered by interested parties, for special
flights and Raymond Orteig of New York offered a $25,000 reward to anyone
succesfully flying between New York and Paris.

A flight to Europe required unlimited courage and careful planning.
Several groups of flyers announced their intention to compete for this prize
and with considerable publicity began their preparation. There was one flyer
who said very little, but carvefully checked his equipment, and unobtrusively
made his plans for the trip to Paris. On the eve of his take-off, Charles A.
Lindbergh quietly announced to the world that on the following morning he
would attempt to fly to Paris in his small Mahony-Ryan monoplane which had
been named ““The Spirit of St. Lowis™ in honor of his backers, a group of men
in 8. Louis, Missouri. On May 20, 1927 according to schedule he set forth for
Paris.

Exactly thirty three hours and twenty nine minutes atter leaving New York,
Captain Lindbergh, having flown 3610 miles, made a perfect landing at Le
Bourget Field, Paris, France. His eourage in flying alone and the quiet way
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in which he had prepared for his flight endeared him to the American people
for all times, and word of the suceessful eompletion of his trip was the signal
for an outburst of enthusiasm second only to the signing of the Armistice. It
was natural that suggestions be made to honor Captain Lindbergh, who had
been an air mail pilot, by issuing a special stamp.

COLONEL CHARLES A, LINDBEERGH

Courtesy Air Post Journal.

On May 25, Congressman Ernest R. Ackerman of New Jersey sent the
following telegram to Postmaster General New

“Because of Charles Lindbergh’'s postal service connections and as a fitting
tribute to his intrepid courage, I respectfully suggest Post Office Department im-
mediately surcharge five hundred million two cent postage stamps ‘HAIL CHARLES
LINDBERGH' and sell them to the public for three cents each, the premium of one
cent on each stamp to be collected for account Red Cross fund for southern flood
sufferers. Five millions of dollars for this worthy cause would thus be secured
for those sorely afflicted Southerners while fittingly commemorating epochal flight
instanter. Whole world would become purchasers.”

[Tpon receipt of this telegram the Postmaster General announced that he
was greatly interested in the subjeet and conferred with the Third Assistant
Postmaster General Robert S. Regar as to the regulations concerning such an
issue. Upon looking up the laws, it was found that the Postmaster General
had no anthority, without an act of Congress to issue such a stamp and thereby
colleet funds for flood sufferers.
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Congressman Ackerman’s telegram had been made publie through the
press of the nation and the Post Office Department received letters from all
over the country urging the issuance of a speecial Lindbergh stamp. On June
1, the Philadelphia Stamp Club sent out a letter requesting a special Lindbergh
air-mail stamp and suggested that snch a stamp be in a form similar to the
current airmail stamp with a photograph of the intrepid flyer and the ““Spirit
of St. Lowis.””

The Spirit of St. Louis in the U. S, National Museam

Courtesy of Mrs, C. L. Manning of the U. 8. National Museum.

The Department received more letters suggesting such an issue than at any
previous time in its history. The Postmaster General finally decided to issue a
special ten cent air mail stamp in honor of the now Colonel Lindbergh. The
Bureau of Engraving and Printing having felt certain that such a stamp would
be issued prepared a design without formal request from the Post Office Depart-
ment and on June 7, the Postmaster General approved the die proof. On June
9, printing of the stamp was started.

Colonel Lindbergh was scheduled fo return to the United States on
June 11, but the first day of issuance was set for June 18, “ Weleoming Home
Day™ in St. Louis. On June 14, the first deliveries of stamps were made to
the postmasters at Detroit, Michigan, Lindbergh’s birthplace; at Little Falls,
Minnesota, his boyhood home; at Washington, D. (., where he had spent a
number of years while his father was a member of Congress, and at St. Louis,
the home port of ““The Spirit of St. Louis,”” from where he had piloted the mail.

“Iirst Day Cover” Cachet
on Airmail from St. Louis

Courtesy Air Post Journal.

The first order for fifteen million of these stamps was completed in a very
short time. The demand for this issue came from every post office in the
land. The heaviness of the demand is elearly indicated by the remarks of the
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Postmaster General made shortly after the stamp was issued. The Postmaster
General stated :

“The Post Office Department is being overwhelmed with demands from Post-
masters throughout the country for supplies of the new Lindbergh Air Mail stamp.
This demand far exceeds that received by the Department for any previous issue of
a commemorative stamp. Heretofore, commemorative stamps were sought in only
those sections of the country affected by the event for which the stamp was intend-
ed. In the case of the Lindbergh stamp however, the demand for it is universal.
There is not a post office in the country that is not clamoring for them.”

By June 23, deliveries had been made to most of the larger post offices,
which in many cases supplied the smaller ones.

The publie’s enthusiasm for Lindbergh continued long after his triumphal
return to the United States on June 11th. Colonel Lindbergh’s flight to Europe
had made the country airmail conscious and as a further aid to aviation, he made
a good will tour of the United States which began on July 20, 1927 and ended
on October 23rd with at least one stop in each state. At Springfield, Illinois, the
Post Office Department ordered the contractor of Route 2 to arrange a special
mail earrying flight in connection with the dedication of Lindbergh Field at
Springfield. This was an unusnal tribute to Colonel Lindbereh and was one
of the few occasions upon which the Department authorized special flights in
connection with field dedications, An official cachet was applied to the covers
carried and each cover bore an auxiiiary cachet, reading “‘Carried in Mail
Plane Escort to Col. Lindbergh’ in a small box.

= SAVES TIME

Mr. L.B.Gatehell (Personsl)

“Room 1725, ;
41 East 42nd Stfeset, T |
Hew York, MAIL PLANE |
E. Y. EscopT 1o
EOL LinDeERaN !

e ST S T |

A Special Flight by Colonel Lindbergh at the Dedieation of Lindberzh Field

From the Collection of L. B. Gatchell,

In February 1928 Colonel Lindbergh temporarily returned to the Air Mail
Service for two days upon his own application. With the full accord and co-
operation of the Post Office Department, Lindbergh again carried the mail on
his old route on February 20 and 21, 1928. The flight from St. Louis via Peoria,
and Springfield to Chicago took place on February 20 and the return flight on
the following day. Each cover mailed from the various points along the line
had a cachet in the shape of a horse shoe containing the phrase “‘Lindbergh
Again Flies the Air Mail”’. The volume of mail for this trip was so great that
a number of planes were necessary to handle the load. With his usual thought-
fll‘]m'HH, Colonel Lindbergh personally flew each plane along some part of the
trip.

The Lindbergh flights and the stamp commemorating the epochal event did
much to extend the use of air mail by the general public and non-commereial
users soon demanded air mail stamps in booklet form. On May 14, 1928, Third
Assistant Postmaster General Robert S. Regar announced that ““owing to the
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enormous demand for air mail stamps in book form, the Department had decided
to issue the Lindbergh air mail stamps in books containing six stamps, arranged
in two sheets of three stamps each.”” These were first placed on sale on May 26,
1928,

g - 794 ri! ;)"/
s Gonit. ﬁ?—?)

Colonel Lindbergh Temporarily Returns to the Air Mail Serviece

The sheet stamps were printed from 200 subject plates, divided by hori-
zontal and vertical cenfer guide lines. The full sheets were eut along these lines
into panes of 50 (5x10) and then issued to post offices. There were eight plate
numbers, two to each pane. These were located above or below the third stamp
in the top or bottom row and to the right or left of the fifth horizontal row, from
the outside corners of the sheet.

The booklets were printed in sheets of 180 subjeets, with horizontal and
vertical center guide lines. The plate numbers were at the sides adjacent to the
outside corner stamps in all four corners. The full sheets were cut into quarters
and after being interleaved with paraffin paper and front and back covers, were
stapled and then eut into booklets eontaining two panes of three stamps, the
margins containing the numbers were cut off but an off center cut may have left
part of the number attached. When parts of plate numbers are found on the
issued stamp they are either to the right or left of the top stamp in the pane
or in similar position next to the bottom stamp.

#1309—Ten Cent, Blue. Spirit of St. Louis in Flight. No Wmk.
Perf. 11.

Issued June 18, 1927,

In the issuance of this stamp the Burean of Engraving and Printing made
a record worthy of praise. On Friday, June 3rd, the artists model was approved
and work on the die immediately started. The engraving was completed on
Monday June 6th, the die proof approved June Tth, the die hardened by moon
June 8th and by 8 A. M. June 9th six transfer rolls and twelve plates had been
made. Printing from a set of plates was started at 3 P. M. June 9, and by
11.30 P. M. of the same day 56,000 stamps had been printed in exactly five
working days.

With this stamp the name of a new designer appears. In conjunction with
C. A. Huston, A. R. Meissner prepared the drawing used as a model by the
engravers, J. Eissler, . Hein, E. ITall and W, Wells in making the master die.
The picture nsed by the designers was taken hy M. J. Ackerman, New York
photographer of the Buffalo Times. This photograph had been taken just as
Lindbergh started on a short test flicht two or three days prior to his leaving for
Paris.  The bhackground added by the designers did not meet with general
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approval as numerous press articles ealled attention to the fact that geograph-
ically it was incorreet, showing Newfoundland as three islands, instead of a
solid piece of land with a few small lakes.

The eentral design represents the ““Spirit of St. Louwis,”” Lindbergh’s
tamous airplane, in flight from West to Iast. Aecross the top of the stamp, in
white Roman letters, are the words ““UNITED STATES POSTAGE? with the
words “LINDBERGH AIR MATL' directly beneath. At left of the eentral
design appears the coast line of the North American continent with the word
“NEW YORK'™ in small dark letters, and fo the right appears the coast line
of Kurope, showing Ireland, Great Britain and France with the word ¢“PARIS”’
also in small dark letters. A dotted line, depicting the eourse of the flicht to
Europe connects the two cities. At the bottom of the stamp, in shaded lefters is
the word “CENTS" and in both lower corners arve the white numerals 1077,
The entive design is enclosed within a straight line border. The size and shape
is the same as the previons airmail stamps being 75,100 by 1 84/100 inches.

In spite of the speed at which the plates were made, there are only a few
varieties. Several shifts are known as we'l as some small double transfers. The
shade varied but little in the two vears this stamp was current.

Shades: Blue, bright blue, deep blue

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: Usual four pane position blocks
¢: Shifted transfer
19004 L. L. #11. This shows a slight Westward shift in the left
numeral and in the letters of “NEW YORK" (Illustrated.)

Shifted Transfer
1904 L. L. zZ11

19008 L. R. # 48 shows a doubling of the shading line of “1" of the
right 10" (Illustrated.)

19008 L. R. #50 shows a doubling of the shading line in 0" of the
right “10" (Illustrated.)

Shifted Transfers
PARIS 10005 Lower Right

PARIE

d: Double transfer

On the stamp just above the one having plate number 18999 in the
left margin there is a doubling in the map above the right “10"”
(Illustrated.)

g

=48 50

A single copy, (position unknown) shows a westward doubling of
“NEW YORK,” the “CE” of “CENTS,” the “0” in the left “10” and
the tail of the air plane (Illustrated.)
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Double Transfers

Left Pane Position
Plate 180999 Unknown

Plates used:

18997—98, 99
19000—01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08

Plates not used: 19013—14, 15, 16
Quantity issued: 20,379,534

#1309—Ten Cent, Blue. Lindbergh Booklet. No Wmk. Perf, 11.

Issued May 26, 1928,

This stamp, which was reported as having been issued to supply the enor-
mous demand for air mail stamps in book form, was first placed on sale at
Washington, D. C. and at Cleveland, Ohio. The latter city was selected in
courtesy to the Midwestern Philatelic Exhibition, then being held in Cleveland.

In spite of the ““enormous demand’’ for these booklets, which sold at 61
cents, there seems to have been a comparatively small sale. In 1934 post offices
were finally given permission to sell these stamps singly, or in strips without
the book surcharge, and returning the covers in lieu of the remittance of one
cent per book, above face, when settling accounts. This lack of demand was
due largely to the change in domestic air mail rates to five cents per ounece,
a short time after the booklets had appeared.

The only positions that are hard to find are those showing enough of the
plate number to identify the plate accurately. The margins containing the
plate number are trimmed off in cutting the sheets into panes of three, but an
off eenter cut occasionally allows part of the number to remain attached to the
stamp. The panes showing the number in the right margin are searcer than
those with part of the plate number at the left. Although these were printed in
sheets of 180 subjects, the positions generally found on this size plate are not
available. The layout is similar to the usual 360 subject plates except that the
panes contain 3 stamps instead of six and the plate numbers arve at the sides.

Shades: Blue, deep blue

Varieties: A: Position panes
a: Plain pane
b: Pane with half arrow in margin, guide line at right.
¢: Pane with half arrow in margin, guide line at left,
d: Pane with plate number at side
1. At upper left
2. At lower left
3. At upper right
4. At lower right
Pane with vertical guide line at right
Pane with vertical guide line at left
: Pane with horizontal guide line at bottom
Pane with vertical guide line at right, line at bottom
Pane with vertical guide line at left, line at hottom
: Pane with horizontal guide line at top of margin

Bofams
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n: Pane with vertical guide line at right and line at top of margin
o: Pane with vertical guide line at left and line at top of margin
B: Shifted transfer. A pane from position “L", plate number unknown,
shows a shifted transfer to the left on stamps 1 and 2. This is the
usual shift and shows in the tail of the plane the ““0'" of the left 10",
and in the “C" of “CENTS".

Plates used: 19414—25, 26, 27
Quantity issued: 873,360

NOTES
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The Sherman Hill Air Mail Rencon

The highest beacon light in the World., This 5.000,000 Candle Power
Beacon is loecated on the top of Sherman Hill between Cheyenne and
Laramie, Wyoming, S.600 feet above sea level, It is used to guide air
mail pilots on the night lights on the Trans-Continental Route.

SERIES OF 1928
FIVE CENT BI-COLOR AIR MAIL

To further increase the use of the air mail serviee, the Post Office Depart-
ment, in the early part of 1928, decided to reduce the rate to five cents per
ounce. On June 19, 1928, Third Assistant Postmaster General Robert S. Regar
announced that a new five cent air mail stamp would be issued July 25, to pre-
pay the postage under the new rate effective August 1st. In the June 1928
Postal Guide supplement it was announced that thereafter the use of air mail
stamps for other than air mail eharges would no longer be permissable. How-
ever this was slightly modified on August 17, 1928 by the Third Assistant Post-
master General who stated that these stamps were also good for any extra ser-
viece sueh as special delivery and registry when so used on air mail matter.

This stamp was placed on sale at Washington, D. . on July 25 and first
day covers needed a pair of the new stamps to pay the then current ten cent
rate. A New York firm of vacht designers and brokers effectively nsed the
first day of the mew rate by sending out 30,000 ecirculars, via air mail, using
the new stamp and calling attention to the early cancellation as all letters were
postmarked August 1, 12,30 A, M., the earliest possible cancellation under the
new rate,

As this was a bi-colored stamp, two sets of plates were needed, both con-
tained 100 subjects. A vertical guide line was placed on the frame plates for
perforation and eutting registry, and it was along this line that the sheets were
cut into panes of 50 for issuance to post offices. The frame plates also had a
horizontal gnide line which passed between the fifth and sixth rows for regis-
tering the horizontal perforations, but no eut was made along these lines. The
vienette plates had enide line markings, only at the edges of the sheet margins,
for printing registration,
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When the first group of plates were made for the border and center, a
heavy marker was placed at the extreme ends of the guide lines. These mark-
ings consisted of a solid, or cross hatehed equilateral triangle with one quarter
inch sides having a right angle cut taken from each side. These were intended
to assist in more easily registering the vignette in the frame. The top and
bottom markings were about fifteen sixteenths of an ineh from the stamps and
were usually found on the issued sheets, one halt appearing to the right or left
of the vertical guide line. The side markings were located about one and a half
inches from the stamps and were eut off in trimming the sheets, so consequently
were not available,

Above the second stamp to the right, and left of the vertical guide line is
the word ““TOP’" in heavy ecapital letters. The border plates printed the
“TOP’" on the left pane and the vignette plate on the right. The border plate
numbers are over the fourth stamp, to the right and left of the gnide line,
while the vignette plate numbers arve over the third stamp from the eenter. The
red number precedes the blue on the left pane and follows it on the right with
the latter having in addition an ““F’" before both numbers.

After the first group of plates had been to press it was found that better
registration could be effected by using a plain line instead of markers. The
heavy markers were therefore removed from all finished plates and omitted on
the later ones. Mo further aid in the resistration a horizontal line was eut into
the border plate parallel to the top line of the stamps and about half an inch
above them, These lines start abont three quarters of an ineh from both sides
of the vertical guide line and vary from about three quarters of an inch to an
inch and three quarters in length, also differing in width from a hair line to
one thirty-second of an inch.

#1310 Five Cent, Carmine and Blue. Air Mail Beacon. No Wmk.
Perf, 11.

Issued July 25, 1928.

When the Post Office Department decided to reduce the air mail rate to
five cents it was necessary to prepare a new stamp in this denomination for
exclusive use on air mail matter. On June 18, 1928 the Postmaster General
approved the die proof and work was immediately started on the plates. On
June 28th, printing was started on the frame plates and after the sheets were
seasoned the eenters were printed beginning July 5th. On July 17th, the first
shipments were made to post offices and before August Ist the initial general
distribution had been completed.

This stamp was designed by A. R. Meissner, after a photograph of the
beacon light at Sherman Hill in the Rocky Mountains, furnished by the Air
Mail Service of the Post Office Department. The engraving was executed by
L. 8. Schofield and E. Hall,

The stamp is a horizontal reetangle 1 3/32 by 1 15,32 inches in size print-
ed in fwo colors, the frame being carmine and the vignette blue. In the center,
in addition to the beacon light, is a mail plane in flight. A panel at the top
of the frame has the words U, 8. POSTAGE" in white Roman letters and
on ribbons directly below, supported by acanthus serolls, are the words ““ ATR.”’
on the left and ““MAIL" on the right. Square ornamental designs appear in
both upper corners and in the lower corners, within cireles with dark back-
grounds, are the numeral “*5.”" A white bordered panel at the bottom of the
stamp confains the word “*CENTS’" in white Roman letters.

The plates used for printing these stamps may be divided into three groups
as determined by the marginal markings. As previously mentioned, the first
plates for hoth frame and vignette design had heavy triangnlar registration
markers which were later removed. Al border plates up to and inelnding
19606 and all eenter plates up to and ineluding 19580 went to press showing
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this heavy marker. The removal began first on the border plates and later on
the center plates. This removal was accomplished by burnishing out the de-
sign of the heavy marker cutting beneath the hardened surface of the plate.
Wear soon took place at these points, causing a circular hollow about one half
ineh in diameter, which soon resulted in a light color dise appearing on the
sheets around the top and bottom of the vertical guide line. This first group
therefore exists with heavy markers and with the color dises, The erasure was
done over a period of about three months and combinations exist showing the
color dise from the frame plate, and the heavy marker of the vignette plate.

There were but two in the second marginal group, namely center plates
19597 and 19598, which had the markers removed prior to being used and show
only the impressions with the guide line and the color dise.

The rest of the plates were made without markers and show only the guide
line from the frame plate and the short vertical registration line from the vig-
nette plate. The horizontal red line in the top margin appears on all frame
plates except 19552, 19589 and 19592,

The stamp was current for more than a year and a half and in that period
three groups of plates were used for both the centers and the frames and many
plates had been cancelled before others were put to press, and some combinations
could not exist. The blue ink did not wear out the plates as rapidly as did the
red, and border plates far outlasted their group of vignette plates. The first
twelve center plates made about 486,500 impressions while the first twelve
frame plates made only about 379,200 or about 229% less.

The Bureau first printed the frame design using four plates to a press with
a daily produetion of about 2200 sheets per day per press. After the frames
had been printed the sheets were dried, examined and allowed to season while
stored in the vault. Later the vignettes were printed also with four plates
to a press. Due to the necessity of carveful registration of the vignettes, this
second prinfing was slower, with a daily output of about 1700 sheets per day
per press.  This difference in printing speed between the first and second im-
pressions is one of the canses for the irregularity of the plate number com-
binations.

The necessity of eareful registration and the double wetting of the paper
with its unequal shrinkage eaused an excessive amount of waste in printing
these stamps. In an effort to reduce this waste the Dureaun prepared four vie-
nette and four frame plates which were slightly smaller in size than the stand-
ard, and better suited for the odd size of the 100 subjeet plates. The paper
had to be trimmed to fit these plates, and eomplications in the gumming of the
small sheets led to an almost immediate discontinnanee of these plates. The
four vignette plates numbered 19636 to 19639 inelusive were used to print 100
impressions of each plate and then discontinued. These plates have the usual
marginal markings found on the late eroup of plates with this exception, there
was no TOTP on the vignette plates.  Almost no eombinations of these plates

{F v s costac: || ] ]

One of the Four Special Vignette Plates

'_l‘lnin strip shows no blue Top, There is no 1™ before LGOS although this strip
is from the right pane, this beinz normisl for that plate.

have been reported and it is likely that most of the sheets never left the Bureau
and were destroyed. The frame plates 19640 to 19643 inclusive were ecertified
but never went to press.  In an endeavor to reduce perforating waste some
sheets were printed with the grain of the paper horizontal instead of vertical.
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These stamps are about a half mm wider, and about the same amount shorter
the normal stamps. This, too, was soon discontinued.

In laying out the plates, certain oddities oceurred in the marginal markings.
On center plate 19597 the “TOP’’ was transferred on the wrong side of the
vertical guide line so that it appears on the left pane instead of the right.
Now being in the same position as the red ““TOP’ the printings from this plate
show a double “TOP’’ on the left panes and no ““TOP’’ on the right pane.
Both varieties are equally desirable but most collectors passed up the right pane
without the blue ““TOP’’ and this is now actually scarcer than the “‘double
TOP.”” On frame plate 19605 the “*F,” instead of preceding the rieht plate
number, appears before the left number. On frame plate 19626 a wrong num-
eral was evidently added for the last ficure as both right and left plate numbers
usually show a dise of color around the last ‘6’ which also seems to have been
cut deeper than the others. This plate also showed marked effect of wear as
there are many recuts on the right pane.

Shades: Carmine and blue, bright carmine and deep blue
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: “Double TOP"” plate number block 19597 left
¢: “No TOP" plate number block 19587 right
d: Position blocks
1. Complete right and left arrows
2. Right and left halves top and bottom guide lines showing
a. Heavy marker
1. Solid
II. Cross hatched
b. Dises of color
3. Right and left halves, center line block

The “Blue Moon™
19618 Right Pane 26

e: Plate flaw. ‘"‘Blue Moon"
19618 R #6. Due to a slight damage to the plate in the vicinity of
“PO” of “POSTAGE”, but on the vignette plate, there appears in this
position a light blue stain (Illustrated.)

f: Shifted transfer
19569 L. #40. This shows a doubling of the left inner and outer

trame lines as well as the shading lines in the left ribbon and acanthus
geroll (Tllustrated.)

Shifted Transfer
19659 Left Pane Z40

g: Scratched plate
19630 R. The top row of this red plate shows several marked scratch-
es in the lower part of all five stamps.
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h: Recuts

As the red ink wore out the plates faster than the blue ink, it is
natural to assume that copies may he found showing “worn plate”
impressions of the frame designs. In several cases those positions
showing excess wear have been recut and each copy found to date
shows only recuiting on the left side of the stamp. The stamps ad-
joining the left side of recut copies show worn impressions on the
side nearest the recut area. The normal stamp shows the four verti-
cal lines of the inner frame lines as straight and evenly spaced (I1-
lustrated.)

Normal Impression.
Left Inner Frame Line,
This usually consists of
four evenly spaced light
lines.

18589 R. #3. This shows considerable wear in the shading lines at
the left as well as the inner frame lines. In the recutting the four
lines have been strengthened. Line 1 is thin and of full length, 2 is
thin but incomplete, 3 and 4 are heavy and do not run all the way to
the bottom or top of their normal position.

19589 R. #4 shows a worn impression with all four lines recut, the
third line being broken and irregular (Tllustrated.)

19589 R. #9. This worn impression has all four inner frame lines
as well as two horizontal shading lines recut (INustrated.)

Right Pane
Plate 195588

ARV RIS LLRR PRI Tl L

Left Side of Desizgn Worn and Recut

19589 L. #3. Worn impression recut. The four inner frame lines
have been heavily recut and extend down into the acanthus leaf. The
inner lines are more numerous and do not reach the curve of the
scroll (Illustrated.)

19589 L. #4. Worn impression recut. The recut lines are heavier
and only #3 runs into the acanthus leaf. Several of the vertical
shading lines below the scroll have been recut (Illustrated.)
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19589 L. #5. Worn impression recut, The four inner lines are
regular and of full length, but are considerably thinned near the
bottom. There is one additional short line below the scroll (Illus-
trated.)

Left Pane

Left Side of Design Worn amd Recut

19580 L. #8. The four inner frame lines have heen recut on a
heavily worn impression. Only line 2 runs the full length, #3 is in-
complete at top and bottom, #4 is broken near the bottom. There
are also additional vertical shading lines (Illustrated.)

19589 L. #10. Worn impression recut. Three inner frame lines
have been heavily recut and are extremely irregular. All three thin
out near the bottom. The shading line below the seroll has been
recut (Illustrated.)

Left Pane Plate 19589

Left Side of Desizn Worn
amd Recnt

F8 =t [ 1]

19626 R. #9 shows a worn impression having all four inner frame
lines recut. These recut lines are irregular with the fourth line not
continuous (Illustrated.)

19626 R. #£19. A worn impression with all four inner frame lines
recut, lines 1 and 2 being joined (Ilustrated.)

19626 R. # 24. Another worn impression having all four inner frame
lines recut. Lines 1 and 2 are straight but 2 and 4 are joined at
top (Illustrated.)
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Right Pane
Plate 19626

=19

Left Side of Design Worn and Recut

19626 R. #29. A worn impression slightly recut. The four inner
frame lines have been strengthened with line 3 heavy at the top
(Illustrated.)

19626 R. #34. A worn impression with the inner frame lines recut.
Lines 2 and 3 are heavy and irregular at the bottom, line 4 is heavy
but incomplete (Illustrated.)

19626 R. #39. Worn impression with inner and outer frame lines
recut. Both sides of the outer frame line have been recut. The four
inner frame lines are heavily recut, all lines are irregular with 4
incomplete (Illustrated.)

19626 R. #44. Another worn impression with the four inner frame
lines heavily recut. Lines 2 and 3 are joined near the bottom to
form one line. Line 4 is especially heavy (Illustrated.)

Left Side of Design Worn and Reent
Right Pane, Piate 19626

Another recut (position unknown but believed to be from plate
19567) reveals a marked worn impression especially in the lower left
corner. This has the first of the inner frame lines heavily recut
(Illustrated.)

A stamp showing a plate layout line under the entire design (posi-
tion unknown) displays little plate wear but has been heavily recut.
The four left inner frame lines have been strengthened, the last three
being incomplete. One of the horizontal shading lines has also been
recut (Illustrated.)
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Left Side of Design Worn and Recut

- Position Unknown. Position Unknown.

[ Believed to be from Plate layout line un-
\ V= Plate 19567 idler entire stamp
N

e 111

Plates used:

Frame., Printed with heavy markers and again after the removal of these
markers,

19549—50, 51, 52, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92
19605—06

Only with short line of color.

19607—12, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34,
35, 70, 71, 72, 73, 96, 97, 98, 49
18700—01, 02, 03

Vignette Plates. Printed with heavy markers and again after the removal of these
markers,

19545—46, 47, 48, T3, 74, 75, 76. 77. 78. 79. 80
Only with heavy markers removed.

19597—08

Only with short line of color.

19599
19600—08, 09, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 19, 66, 67, 68, 69, 74, 75, 76, 77, 88, 89 90,
91, 92, 93, 94

Special small plates,
Center 100 impressions made, few copies reported.
19636—37, 38, 39

Plates not used:

Center, 19695
Frame, 19704—05, 06, 07, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19

Special small plates not used:

Frame, 19640—41, 42, 43
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The following are the combinations known to exist up to October 1, 1935:

RED NUMERAL. - FRAME PLATES

oo = e 80 U N P 1 P ’ 2|1 ae ol - la|nlo]e] o] =lelm
= o|am nqaomcln' 't : | [ -uI&_ el r-njmmgngcco
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N

BLUE NUMERAL ./ - CENTER PLATE.S

Cheek List of AIl Plate Number Combinations IKnown to Date on the
Se Red and Blue Airmail.

Quantity issued: 106,887,677

Proofs. Large die proofs are availahle,
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SERIES OF 19306-31

The cost of the five cent bi-colored air mail stamp was about four times
that of the regular issue. The small daily production due to the necessity of
close registration of the vignette impression taxed the Bureau to the limit to
supply the ever increasing demand. These facts made it advisable for both the
Department and the Bureau to produce a stamp printed in one color.

In the middle of November 1929 it was officially reported that a new five
cent air mail stamp would be issned. This new stamp was to be printed in blue,
about the size of the special delivery stamp and has the same design as the
current five cent air mail to which the title **Sherman Beacon’ had been added.
It was stated that the Postmaster General had approved the design and that
the stamp would soon he issued.

The Postmaster General however changed his mind about the design and
asked the Bureau to submit additional designs.  Those submitted inciuded both
vertical and horizontal designs of an airplane in flight, the Sherman I1ill
Beacon Light, and the Air Mail Serviee insignia. The Postmaster General
approved the latter design in the early part of January, 1930, and work was
immediately started on the plates.

These were printed in sheets of 200 subjeets divided by horizontal and
vertical guide lines into panes of 50. The sheets were cut along these lines and
so issued. The first eight plates had two plate numbers to each pane, above or
below the third stamp of the top or bottom row and fo the right or left of the
fifth stamp from the outside corners of the sheet. A short time after these
plates had been made, the Bureau decided, for the purpose of economy, to
eliminate the side plate numbers and the last group of plates had only four
numbers, one to a pane, in the top or bottom margin.

By 1931 the stamps printed on the rotary press were considered equal to
those printed from flat plates.  The increased production coupled with de-
ereased cost caused the Department to instruet the Bureau fo print the eurrent
ordinary issues above the ten cent as well as air mails and special delivery
stamps on the rotary press after June 30, 1931, the end of the eurrent fiscal
vear. Printing of this new air mail variety was started on Auenst 14.

The stamps printed on the rotary press were also made from 200 subject
plates. As is common with rotary sheet stamps, the plates were divided into
four panes by horizontal and vertical entters five sixteenth of an ineh wide.
The sheets were ent through the center of these eutters and issned in panes of
50 with a marein on all four sides, thus eliminating straight edeed copies. The
stamps were curved endwise on the plate with the plate numbers in the outside
margeins. However, when the panes ave held in normal position, these numbers
appear above or below fhe first vertica! row in the left panes and in similar
position to the tenth row of the rieht panes, The custom has been to recoenize
the panes by the position of the plate number, i. e.. if the number is in the upner
left corner it is the upper left pane, in the upper right corner it is the npper
rieht pane, ete.

#1311—Five Cent, Violet. Winged Globe. No Wmk. Perf. 11,

Issued February 10, 1930.

After several designs had been submitted, the Postmaster General approved
the sketeh by C. A. Huston and A. IR, Meissner, after a photograph of the in-
signia of the Air Mail Pilot. The vignette was engraved by F. Pauling and
the frame and lettering by IY. Lamasure. The die proof was approved on Janu-
ary 25, printing was started on January 30, the first delivery to post offices was
made on February 3, and on Febrnary 10, the stamps were placed on sale at
Washington, D. C. post offices and at the Philatelic Ageney.
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An Airmail Crash Cover and Its “Ambulance Cover"” Used to Forwnred It

In size and shape this stamp is identical to the current 10, 15 and 20 cent
air mail issue, 75,100 by 1 84/100 inches and was printed in purple ink instead
of blue as had been originally intended. The central design shows the insignia
of an air mail pilot, a globe with wings extending from either side and a back-
eround simulating rays of light. Upon the globe are the words U, 8. AIR-
MAIL.” 1In a horizontal panel aeross the top of the stamp are the words
SUNITED STATES POSTAGE™ in white Roman letters and at the bottom,
in an ornate panel, is the word “CENTS.”" The white numeral ‘5’ appears
within cireles in both lower corners.

Thirteen plates were made and all went to press. Little variation appeared
in the shade, anv slieht differences being mainly due to the quantity of ink.
There was only one plate 20189 that showed any worthwhile plate varieties.
On this plate the left vertical row (this appears as the right vertical row on
the printed sheets) was evidently entered out of line as almost every stamp on
the row both in the upper and lower panes shows evidence of a fresh entry
resulting in a double transfer.

Shades: Violet, hright violet

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: Usual four pane position blocks
¢: Double transfer
20189 U. R. #30. The doubling can be seen in the circle around the
right figure 5" and in the numeral (Illustrated.)

20189 U. R. #35. There is a slight doubling above and below
“POSTAGE’ as well as “OSGE". The “S” of “STATES" and the “S"
of “CENTS" show added lines of color as does the right numeral “5"
and the cirele around it (Illustrated.)
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=0 #3235

Double Transfers Plate 20080 T, R,

20189 U, R. #40. This is similar to # 35 but is more pronounced
especially on the lower part of the design showing quite strongly in
“TS" of “"CENTS” below the inner frame line and on the right ““5"
(IMlustrated.)

20189 U. R. #45. This is the strongest double on this pane and
shows almost the entire right side doubled. It is quite marked above
and below and on all the letters of “POSTAGE", added lines are in
the “S’ of “STATES" and “S8" of “CENTS"” as well as over, under
and on the numerals 5" (Illustrated.)

ROSHAGH]

Double Transfers Plate 20180 U, R.

20189 U. R. #50. Traces of the previous entry may be found in the
upper right corner above and helow “POSTAGE' also in and around
the “5" in the lower right corner (Illustrated.)

Double Transfer Plate 20189 U, R. 50

= 8

20189 L. R. #5. The doubling shows above and below “POSTAGE",
above, below and on the “S" of “"CENTS" as well as on and around
the right *5" (Illustrated.)

20189 L. R. #10. The fresh entry has a marked defective transfer
of the shading lines at the right. Added lines are above and below
“POSTAGE" as well as in the “TA,” and above and below the “NTS"
of “CENTS" and on the “8" (Illustrated.)
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Double Transfers Plate 20159 L. R,

20189 L. R. #15. This too shows a defective transfer as a result
of the removal of the first entry. The signs of the earlier design may
be seen on the “PTG" of “POSTAGE”, above this word, on and below

the tablet around “CENTS” and on and below the right “5" (Illus-
trated.)

20189 L. R. #20. This shows a marked upward doubling of the
right side (Illustrated.)

Double Transfers and Defective Entries Plate 20089 L. K.

=10 z15

20190 L. R. #25. The shading lines at the right are almost non
existent. The horizontal shading lines at right are doubled as are
the frame lines above and below “POSTAGE"” (Illustrated.)

Double Transfer Defective Entry

Plate 20189 L. R. #25.

Plates nsed:

Eight plate numbers to each plate.
19941—42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48

Four plate numbers to each plate.
20187—88, 89, 90
20323

Plates not used: 20324—25, 26

Quantity issued: 97,641,200

#1315—Five Cent, Violet. Winged Globe. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 1015x11.

Issued August 19, 1931,

For purposes of economy, the air mail stamps along with several other
stamps, were to be printed by the rotary press as soon as practical after the start
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of the fiscal year of 1932. The Department did not consider that these were
new issues, as did the collectors, so no official first day was announced. The
printing of this stamp was started on August 14, 1931, and on August 17th the
first delivery was made. On August 19, the new air mail stamp was issued at
the Philatelic Ageney. This is the earliest known date of this variety.

Because of the size of the stamp, and the necessity of eurving it endwise on
the plate, a new technique had to be developed to prevent the rotary printed
stamp from being out of proportion. Previously it had been the eustom to
roll the stamps parallel to the narrow end of the design, Thus the transferring
started at the bottom of the stamps, that were higher than wide and at one side
or end of stamps that were wider than high. This method slightly inereased
the length of the largest dimension. This increased length, plus that which
results from the curving of the plate to fit the rotary press, would have entirely
destroyed the correet proportion of this stamp. To overcome this the Burean
hegan to rock in these designs from top to bottom instead of from side to side,
and the slieht inerease in height kept pace with the increased length, and
allowed the rotary produet to keep its proper proportions. The flat plate stamp
measures 4634 mm. long by 18%; mm. high, whereas the rotary is 473 mm.
lone by 1914 mm. high,

Clolleetors should have no diffienlty in distingnishing between the two types
of printing on this stamp, for in addition to the difference in size there are also
variations in the perforations and the color. These stamps being curved end-
wise on the press are, perforated 104 horizontally and 11 wvertically. The
streteching of the plate eaused by the enrving, slightly deereased fhe depth of
the engraved lines, and the impressions from the rotary press are noft as deep
in eolor as the flat plate issue.

Two plates were made and used for this stamp and only one minor variety
has been diseovered. On Plate 20606 1. RR. there is a heavy line. which runs
just inside the right frame lines from the middle of stamp No. 40 to No. 45.
This is too heavy to be a plate lavout line and may safely he ealled a serateh.
It is quite marked and easily seen without a glass.

Shades: Violet, dull violet
Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, top and bottom only
b: Plate scrateh
20606 T.. R, #40-45. Line just inside right frame line (Ilustrated.)

Marked Plate Serateh

20006
Lower Right
40-15

Plates used: 20606—07
Plates not used: 20702—03
Quantity issued, through August, 1935: 57,340,050
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SERIES OF 1932

On June 8, 1932 Postmaster General Brown announced that coineident
with an inerease in the first class postage rate, there would be a similar in-
erease in the air mail rates, and that effective July 6th, the new air mail rate
was to be eight eents for the first ounce, and thirteen cents for each additional
ounce or fraction. On June 10th Third Assistant Postmaster General F. A.
Tilton, announced that no action had been taken to provide new air mail stamps
for the revised rates, and that until further notice postmasters were to continue
to stock the current five cent air mail and make up the new rates with that
stamp and a three cent stamped envelope or with ordinary stamps.

A short time later the Postmaster General instrueted the Bureau to pre-
pare a new air mail stamp in the eight eent value. The die proof of the stamp
was approved on August 17th. On August 29th, the Department announced
that the new eight eent air mail stamp would be issued at Washington, D. .,
September 26, which date President Herbert Hoover had set aside for the lay-
ing of the corner stone of the New Pest Office Building. Printing was started
on Angust 30, and the first delivery to post offices was made on September 20.
The eight cent air mail stamp went on general sale on September 27.

These were printed on the rotary press from 200 subject plates divided into
four panes by horizontal and vertical gutters. The sheets were cut through
the center of these gutters and issued in panes of 50 subjects. The plate num-
bers were again in the upper or lower ontside corners of the panes when held
in normal position. On the upper panes the plate numbers were over No. 1 of
the left and No. 5 of the right pane. On the lower panes they were below No.
46 on the left pane and under No. 50 on the right.

#1316—Eight Cent, Olive Bistre. Winged Globe. Rotary Press.
No Wmk. Perf. 10%4x11.

Issued Sept. 26, 1932,

This stamp is the same size, shape and design as the previous five cent air
mail issue exeept for the substitution of the numerals ‘8"’ in the lower corners.
The official deseription of the new color was olive green but the issued stamps
were actually olive bistre, which contains a considerable amount of yellow.

Unlike other recent air mail stamps the Department did not handle first day
covers and the official notice was issued sufficiently early to permit collectors
to make private arrangements for the handling of their covers. The covers
mailed had a special cachet applied by the Post Office Department, portraying
the mail carrier of 1789 mounted on a horse and the mail earrier of 1932 in an
airplane. The wording called attention to the date, the one hundred and forty-
third Anniversary of the establishment of the United States Post Office and the
laying of the corner stone of the New Post Office Department Building.

In spite of the duplex air mail rate of eight cents for the first ounce and
thirteen cents for each additional ounce only the lower value was issued in a
special air mail stamp. This value was current for a little less than two vears
and no major variations in shades were noted, nor were any worthwhile plate
defects discovered.

Early in 1934 the earrying of air mail by ecommercial lines was interrupted
and once again furned over to Army liers. Effective February 19, 1934,
Postmaster General James A. Farley, by exeentive order, cancelled all existing
air mail contracts and between this date and the latter part of June, the air
mail was flown on temporary routes by planes of the army air corps. The latter
were not as well equipped as the commerecial planes nor were the pilots as ex-
perienced in certain phases of air mail flying which resulted in an increase of
accidents to the detriment of the air mail service. The skeletonized routes,
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coupled with the inerease in incompleted flights caused many users of air mail
to discontinue this means of forwarding their mail. New commercial contracts
were subsequently made, and once again the flying of the air mail was turned
back to private contractors. In many cases new air routes were laid out and
more cities were connected with distant points. These new points were in most
cases supplied with official cachets for use on first day covers, although none had
been provided when the army began flying the air mail. The assurance of
prompt delivery again being certain, and the addition of many new points
served by air mail soon cansed business men to return to this form of mail
service in inereasing numbers,

Shades: Olive bistre, deep olive bistre

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, top and bottom only
Plates used: 21028—29, 30, 31, 32, 33

Quantity issued, through August, 1935: 72,122,550

NOTES
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SERIES OF 1934

Early in June 1934 while the army air corps was still flying the air mail,
Congress passed Act No. 808 which reduced the air mail rate to six cents per
ounce for the first, and each succeeding ounce. On June 13, President Roose-
velt signed the bill, and the Post Office Department immediately ordered the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing to prepare a design for a six eent air mail
stamp. On June 18 the die proof was approved and work was started on the

lates.
¢ These were again printed on the rotary press from 200 subjeet plates divid-
ed horizontally and vertically, by 5/16 inch gutters into panes of 50. The plate
numbers were in the top or hottom outside ecorners of the panes, above or below
the first row on the left panes and in similar position to the last row of the
richt panes.

#1318—S8ix Cents, Orange. Winged Globe. Rotary Press. No Wmk.
Perf. 1014x11.

Issued June 30, 1934,

This stamp is identical in size and shape to the eight cent air mail issue
it replaced. The only alteration was that of the denomination numeral to 6"’
and color change from olive green to orange.

Printing was started on June 28th and the following day the first deliveries
were made to post offices. July 1st, being a Sunday, the postmaster at Baltimore
placed these stamps on sale on June 30th, and a few covers were mailed on that
day bearing the new stamp plus additional postage to pay the eight eent rate.
In Washington a new precedent was started when these stamps were first placed
on sale on Sunday, July Ist. There was no official *‘first day”" and July 1
covers therefore rank only as ““first day new rate’’ items.

L

An Unusual Airmail First Day RHate Cover Ge Stamp, July 1, 1934,

This is the last of the ordinary air mails to be issued prior to October
1, 1935. How long this rate will continue in force is open to question. Fng-
land has recently reduced its air mail rate between various parts of the British
Isles, and there are many who have long advoeated a similar policy for the
United States. History often repeats itself. At the end of 1918, the air mail
rate was 6 cents, After a career of many variations it was re-established at
the same amount in 1934. During the experimental transcontinental flights
beginning on September 7, 1920, the rate was two cents per ounce. Perhaps
this, too, may some day return as a regular feature.

Shades: Orange, bright orange
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Varieties: a: Plate number blocks, top and bottom only
b: Defective transfer

The top row of plate 21234 contains numerous defective transfers of
the bottom frame lines. #3 U. L. shows a defective transfer of the
bottom frame line at the right and in the right corner. # 4 U. L. the
bottom frame line is thin, being almost non-existent below the orna-
ment to the right of “CENTS”. #1 and #2 U. R. is almost exactly
like #4 U. L. while on #3 U. R, the bottom frame line is through
at the right.

Plates used: 21234—35, 36, 37

NOTES
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The Great Seal of the United States
amd a reproduction of its impression,
Courtesy of “STAMPS"

SERIES OF 1934

AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY

Although the air mail speeded transportation of the mail between distant
points, too much time was still being lost in local delivery. To further accel-
erate the delivery of air mail, the Post Office Department decided to issue a
sixteen cent stamp to prepay the combined air mail and special delivery rate.

On .June 28, 1934 the Bureau of Engraving and Printing was instrueted
to prepare a design for a sixteen cent special delivery air mail stamp. On July
3, the Information Service of the Post Office Department made the following
announcement :

Air Mail Special Delivery,

Washington, July 3.—Postmaster General James A. Farley last night approved
and sent to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing the final model of the new
16-cent combination Air Mail-Special Delivery postage stamp which is soon to be
issued by the Post Office Department.

The central design on this stamp will be the official United States Coat of Arms,
depicting the American eagle with wings spread. Across the top of the stamp are
the words “U. S. POSTAGE", while in the lower left and right hand corners are
the denomination numbers ““16” between which is the word “cents.”” At the left
of the stamp in vertical formation are the words “Air Mail" flanked on the opposite
border by the words “Special Delivery.” This stamp will be approximately the same
size as the current Special Delivery issue.

The color of the new stamp, which will be announced following Bureau of En-
graving and Printing dye tests, will be of a most distinctive character, and will be
of such a tint as to enable postal clerks to discern instantly that both Air Mail and
Special Delivery handling are required. This will insure all mail bearing the new
stamp being rushed to the first departing plane for immediate dispatch. Upon
reaching the airport nearest the addressee, this Air Mail Special Delivery mail will
be rushed at once to the person for whom it is intended, thereby affording patrons
of this service a most expeditious and reliable means of communication.

In spite of this official announeement the desien was changed before the
die proof was approved. On August 16, the steel blue eolor was adopted from
among the die proofs submitted in nine eolors. On Angust 21, printing was
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begun with an elaborate ceremony. The press release of the information ser-
vice of the Post Office Department contained the following report of this event:

“Washington, Aug. 21.— Printing of the new 16-cent combination Air-Mail
Special Delivery postage stamp, soon to be issued by the Post Office Department, was
begun shortly after noon today at the Burean of Engraving and Printing.

“Before a representative gathering of the Post Office Department and Bureau
of Engraving officials, Acting Postmaster General Clinton B. Eilenberger, threw on
the switch which started the first run of the big flatbed presses on which the new
stamp is being printed.

“As the first sheet of the new stamps came through the press, Acting Post-
master General Rilenberger, in presenting it to Acting 2nd Asst. Postmaster General
Jesse Donaldson, said:

“It is particularly a pleasure to attend this ceremony incident to the first press
run of the new special delivery air-mail postage stamp.

“Ag indicated by its name, this stamp is intended to serve a double purpose.
A letter bearing one of these stamps will receive preferential treatment from the
time it is collected and dispatched by airplane until delivery is effected by special
messenger at destination.

“This special-delivery air-mail stamp is, therefore, unique in that it will not
only be of interest to philatelists and a valued addition to their collections, but it
will also mark a departure from the general run of stamps because of its usefulness
from a practical standpoint.

“The central subject reproduces the great Seal of the United States of America,
which very properly denotes the majesty of the air-mail service. It is of the 16-
cent denomination, its beauty is pronounced, and it is particularly gratifying to my
Bureau to participate in the authorization of its issuance.”

In response, Mr. Donaldson said:

“With approximately 29,000 miles of air-mail routes giving service to forty-
six states and practically every large city in the United States, and with a rate of
§ cents per ounce or fraction thereof, the air-mail service offers a means of com-
munication to the public unexcelled by any other country.

“The air mail with the added facilities of this new air-mail special-delivery
stamp will be first in arrival, first in delivery, first opened and first answered.

“The Second Assistant appreciates the beauty of this new stamp and is very
grateful to Mr. Eilenberger for having worked this out and made it possible for
the public to use this speedy service. I am sure that the public will greatly appre-
ciate this new faeility which will be placed at its disposal.”

Also gathered around the presses at the first press run of the new stamp this
noon were Acting First Assistant Postmaster General Vincent Burke; J. Austin
Latimer, Special Assistant to the Postmaster General; Deputy Third Assistant Post-
master General Roy North; Charles Graddick, Superintendent of the Air Mail Ser-
vice: Kildroy P. Aldrich, Chief Inspector: Karl Crowley, Post Office Department
Solicitor; William L. Slattery, Post Office Department Comptroller; Owen Keen,
Chief Clerk of the Post Office Department; Robert E. Fellers, Superintendent, Divi-
sion of Stamps; and Alvin W. Hall, Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing.

This new Air Mail-Special Delivery stamp, which is to be placed on first day
sale at Chicago, Illinois on August 30, is steel blue in color and has as its central
design the official United States Coat of Arms, depicting the American Bagle with
wings spread on a white background, from which rays of light are cast out into the
blue surface of the remainder of the stamp.

Across the top of the stamp are the words, “U. 8. Postage,” while in the lower
corners are the denomination numbers “16” between which is the word, “cents.”
At the left of the stamp in vertical formation are the words, “Air Mail” flanked on
the opposite border by the words “Special Delivery.” This stamp will be approxi-
mately the same size as the current Special Delivery issue.

The color of the new stamp is of such a tint as to enable postal clerks to dis-
cern instantly that both Air Mail and Special Delivery handling are required. This
will insure all mail bearing the new stamp being rushed to the first departing plane
for immediate dispatech. Upon reaching the airport nearest the addressee, this Air
Mail-Special Delivery mail will be rushed at once to the person for whom it is in-
tended, thereby affording patrons of this service a most expeditious and reliable
means of communication.

It will be noted that the press release mentioned that the first sheet off
the press was presented to the Aeting Second Assistant Postmaster General.
These stamps were printed in sheets of 200 subjects and those intended for
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public distribution were later gummed, perforated and cut into panes of 50 and
so issued to post offices. The sheet mentioned above and additional ones pre-
sented to President Roosevelt and other officials were taken from the press in
full unperforated sheets of 200 subjects and as such were in a form not avail-
able to the general public.

This practice had been started by Postmaster General Farley who, not be-
ing a collector, may not have realized that he was creating ‘‘made to order’’
varieties of great value. Stamp collectors, realizing the gross unfairness of
this practice, requested that it be discontinued and the irregularly issued sheets
be returned and destroyed. Little attention seems to have been paid to the
pleas of philatelists and the practice was continued.

On January 28, 1935 however, Congressman Charles D. Millard, of West-
chester County, New York, at the request of the Westchester County Chapter
No. 85 of the American Philatelic Sociely introduced a resolution of inquiry as
to the number of imperforate sheets so presented and further requested that
the practice be discontinued. The able handling of the resolution by Con-
gressman Mil'ard made the matter one of national importance and the full
story was carried by the Associated Press into every corner of the country.
Although the resolution was defeated by a strict party vote, (Congressman
Millard being a Republican), Postmaster General Farley believed it advisable
to order that the sheets in question be duplicated immediately, and placed on
sale at the Philatelic Ageney for the benefit of stamp collectors. He further
ordered that the practice be discontinned, and issued instruetions that will
undoubtedly prevent any recurrence in the future.

The reprints of the stamps which were already known as the “presentation
sheets™ were ungummed and unperforated. They were issued in sheets of 200
subjeets and in blocks of four. The full sheets had horizontal and vertical
guide lines terminating in arrows and the complete arrow and center line
blocks were obtainable for the first time as the sheets for the regular issue had
been eut along these lines to make panes of fifty. Both types of issue had plate
numbers above the third stamp in the top row of upper panes and in similar
position below the bottom row on the lower panes. The plate numbers on the
upper right pane was preceded by an “F.”’

First Design.

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used.

#£1400—Sixteen Cent, Steel Blue. Great Seal of the United States.
No Wmk. Perf. 11,

Issued August 30, 1934,

The design for this stamp was suggested by President Roosevelt, an active
stamp collector for many years. Victor S. McCloskey, Jr., made the finished
sketehes which were then submitted to the Postmaster General for approval,
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Second Design

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used.

Two designs were submitted (illustrated) and one was tentatively accepted.
This showed **Air Mail’" at the left, and ‘‘Special Delivery’’ at the right.
This was however modified by placing the **Special Delivery’ at the top and
“U. 8. Postage’ at the right. The die proof was engraved by John Eissler
and Edward Helmuth.

As a compliment to the American Air Mail Society the stamp was first
placed on sale in Chicago on August 30 during their Annual Convention, and
a special post office station was installed. The covers mailed from the conven-
tion have the cancellation of the *“ American Air Mail Society Convention Sta-
tion, Chicago, TIL."" They were placed on sale in Washington the following
day and available in other ecities on September 1.

First Day Cancellation.

16e Air Mail Special Delivery
A. A. M. S,

Convention Station.

Courtesy Alr Post Journal

AMERICAN AIR MAIL |
SOEIETY COMVENTION
STATION

Four plates were made and all went to press. There were but two shades
and these were mainly due to the amount of ink absorbed by the paper in the
printing process. Several scratches were reported but no worthwhile plate
varieties have been found.

There were many complaints that mail containing the stamp received neith-
er air mail nor special delivery service. In 1935 it was reported that a request
had been made to print this stamp in two colors so that postal clerks would be
less likely to overlook the dual special service due a letter bearing this stamp.
It had not been issued prior to October 1, 1935 and reports from official circles
indicate that no such bi-color stamp would be issued. Few commercial eovers
have been seen bearing this stamp and as a single stamp pays the combined
rate it is not likely that covers bearing more than one of this stamp were other
than ‘““made to order’’ items.

Shades: Steel blue, bright steel blue
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Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: Usual four pane position blocks

Plates used: 21312—13, 14, 16

#+T71—Sixteen Cent, Steel Blue. Great Seal of the United States.
No Wmk. Imperf.

Issued March 15, 1935.

This stamp was placed on sale at the Philatelic Ageney, Washington, D. C,
along with all the other reprints of the ‘‘presentation sheets’” on Mareh 15,
1935. These stamps were sold only at the Ageney and remained on sale until
June 15, 1935, at which time the stock remaining was returned to the Bureau
to be perforated, gummed and issued in regular sheets. 3

As this stamp was available only as an Air Mail Special Delivery, it was
not purchased in as large quantities as the other stamps, and it is likely that it
will in time be more desirable, especially in position blocks, than any of the
other imperforate stamps issued on the same date. While most collectors be-
lieved that this stamp was only good for its full face value, an ounce of airmail
plus special delivery service, there were some who thought differently. Accord-
ing to the announcement of the Postmaster General, this stamp and all others
of the presentation sheet reprints were issued for the benefit of collectors, and
a few collectors insisted that these were good for any air mail purpose and were
able to obtain a department ruling allowing them to use blocks of the 16 cent
imperf airmail using only one ten cents for the special delivery fee and the
remainder of the face value of the stamps for the air mail charge. This, there-
fore, allows cancelled blocks on or off cover to be classed as legitimately used
stamps.

Shades: Steel blue, bright steel blue

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: Imperf position blocks
1. Center line
2. Arrow blocks
3. Center guide line blocks

Plates used: 21312—13, 14, 15

Totals
Quantity issued: 51,056 blocks of 4 ........ 204,223
5,734 full sheets . . ......1,146,800

1,351,024
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GRAF ZEPPELIN

Courtesy of “STAMPS."”

GRAF ZEPPELIN AIR MAIL STAMPS
ISSUE OF 1930

In 1928 the Post Office Department ruled that air mail stamps could only
be used on air mail matter. In 1930 the restrictions were still further limited
when a new issue of air mail stamps was announced for a special type of air
mail, via the Graf Zeppelin on its intended European-Pan American Flight.

L S
‘%,
4.5

_ VIA AIR MAIL
Mise Virginia Harkness,
o/o Guaranty Trust Company,

1-3 Rus' des stalrens, .|
yaris,

First Flight Zeppelin Afr Mail United States to Germany,
October 25, 10925, Rate 51,05,

From the Collection of J. J. Klemann, Jr.

In the fall of 1928 the Gral Zeppelin had made its first flight aeross the
Atlantie. Tt flew to Lakehurst, N. .J.. and earried mail in both directions. In
1929 the Graf Zeppelin again made new air history by flying around the world
carrying mail to and from various ports and on the round trip, The success
of this trip prompted the Zeppelin Company to plan a trip to the United States,
via Spain and South America, in May 1930, on which it was planned to carry
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First Round the World Flight Geaf Zeppelin, August 7, 1929,

Lakehurst o Lakehurst via Friedrichshafen, Tokio, and
Los Angeles. Hate $3.55.

From the Collection of Irving B, Levl.

mail both ways. As a gesture of good will towards Germany, the Postmaster
General decided to issue a series of three stamps for use on cards and letters to
be sent on the contemplated flight, and accordingly, on March 29, instrueted
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing to prepare designs.

On April 3rd, Third Assistant Postmaster General F. A. Tilton announced
that these stamps would be issued at the Washington, D. C. post office and at
the Philatelic Ageney on April 19. The stamps were also placed on sale on
April 21st in 99 other cities divided among each of the 48 States. The dates
were sufficiently early to allow mail from these cities to be sent to the Post-
master at New York for despateh via steamer, to Germany. The official notice
stated that United States stamps could be used on mail from Friedrichshafen,
Germany to the United States via Lakehurst, N. J., and on the return trip
from Lakehurst via Seville, Spain, or Friedrichshafen to the United States, or
any European country.

The Postal Bulletin of April 25th announced that the closing date for the
Zeppelin mail to be sent to Germany had been extended to May Tth, the flight
having been postponed until May 18th. It also listed several additional points
fo which mail bearing American stamps could be dispatehed. These consisted
of all stops enroute to Seville, Spain, Pernambueo and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
Three loads of mail were forwarded by steamers on April 30, May 2 and May 9
and on May 19th the Graf Zeppelin left Friedrichshafen for Lakehurst, N. .J.,
via South America. The giant airship reached its destination on May 31, and
began the return trip on June 2.

While the Zeppelin was at Lakehurst the Post Offiee presented Dr. Hugo
Eckener, Commander of the airship, with a set of the proofs of the stamps
issued especially for the flicht. This event was reported by the New York Times
as follows:

“Die Proofs Given Eckener.
Hon. Irving W. Glover presents aviator with Valuable Album.

Lakehurst, N. J., May 31.—An Album containing the only die proofs made of
the three special stamps the Post Office Department issued for the Graf Zeppelin’s
flight was presented to Dr. Hugo Eckener soon after his arrival by W. Irving Glover,
Second Assistant Postmaster General in charge of air mail and representing Post-
master General Brown. An inscription signed by the Postmaster General, com-
memorative of the flight and commending Dr. Eckener's contributions to aviation.
was printed in the front of the album,
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In accepting the book Dr. Eckener said he would always treasure it and asked
Mr. Glover to express to Postmaster General Brown his appreciation of ‘the great
support the Post Office Department has given on this trip as well as on past flights.’

Mr. Glover said later that $5,000 would be a conservative valuation for the
book, as it is the only one of its kind.”

The official notice of this series of Zeppelin stamps stated that after the
flight all stamps remaining unsold at post offices were to be returned to Wash-
ington for destruction. Under instruetions from Third Assistant Postmaster
General . A. Tilton, the general sale of these stamps was discontinued on
June Tth. On June 30, 1930, the sale was discontinued at the Philatelic Agency
and the remainders recalled for destruction. Although the intention to follow
this procedure had been given publicity in the philatelic press, few collectors
or dealers laid in a supply of these items and it was soon apparent that those
in the hands of philatelists were entirely inadequate to meet the demand. This
lack of foresight was almost entirely caused by the belief that these stamps were
only 2ood for use on the Zeppelin flight, and had no postal value after the air-
ship had left for Europe.

All three values were printed in sheets of 200 subjects, divided by hori-
zontal and vertica! guide lines into panes of 50. These stamps made especially
for collectors, were treated in a special manner. The straight edges so despised
by the average collector were avoided. After perforating in one direction be-
tween all rows (the knife in the center being replaced by perforating pins) the
sheets were torn in half, then perforated in the opposite direetion and again
torn in half into post office panes of 50 and so issued. There were eight plate
numbers, two to each pane, above or helow the third stamp of the top or bottom
row and to the right or left of the fifth row from the outside corners of the
sheet.  This foo was indieative of the fact that these stamps were made especially
for collectors as the Burean had decided Just prior to this issue to eliminate. as
mnnecessary, the side plate numbers on flat plate stamps.

The issnance of these stamps, especially the hieh face values of the set,
cansed considerable eriticism.  Many eollectors felt that this nnnecessary issue
was below the dignity of our government. The eencral opinion was versed by
the comment in the May 1930 issue of the Burcan Specialist, which read as
follows

“The general feeling of our correspondents is that the Grafs are a decided im-
position upon the Fraternity and one calls attention to a paragraph of Mr. Hoover's
veto of the bill for the “Gadsden Purchase” half dollar which reads as follows:
‘The Monetary System of the country is created and exists for certain well defined
and essential purpeses. Sound practice demands it should not be diverted to other
uses.” Is this not true of the Postal System also?”

#1312—Sixty-five Cent, Green. Graf Zeppelin, Heading East.
No Wmk. Perf. 11,

Issued April 19, 1930.

The three stamps in this group had a uniform border with the necessary
changes representing the numerals of value. They were the same size and
shape as the current air mails, 75/100 by 1 84/100 inches. At the top of the
stamps in a straight line are the words “GRAF ZEPPELIN’’ with the words
“EUROPE-PAN AMERICAN FLIGHT,” directly beneath. At the bottom
in a dark panel appear the words “UNITED STATES POSTAGE’’ and within
cireles in both lower corners are the numerals showing the denomination. The
Post Office Department furnished the Bureau of Engraving and Printing with
a photograph of the Graf Zeppelin, C. A, Huston and A. R. Meisner, the de-
signers of the stamp, embodied the Zeppelin with the surrounding designs.

The stamp for this value was printed in green ink, and contains, as the
central design, a representation of the Graf Zeppelin in flight across the Atlantic
in an eastward direction. It was engraved by J. C. Benzing, B. M. Hall and
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W. B. Wells. The die proof was approved on April 5th, printing was started
on April Tth, and one week later, the first shipment left the Bureau.

This value paid the postage on a card from the United States by steamer
to Germany and from Friedrichshafen via Zeppelin to Seville, Pernambuco and
Rio de Janeiro. It also paid the postage on a eard via the Graf Zeppelin on
its return flight.

The round trip rate on a card was $1.95 and this value was frequently used
to pay part of this rate in conjunction with the $1.30 stamp.

Four plates were made for this value and all went to press. No worthwhile
plate defects were discovered and the shade showed no distinet variations.
The Bureau of Engraving and Printing issued 1,135,000 copies of this stamp,
of which 477 were sent to the Universal Postal Union for distribution to its
members. These were specimen stamps but had no overprint to distinguish
them from the recular issue, and were in every way identical to those sold to
the publie. All stamps remaining unsold after June 30, 1930 were destroyed.
The report of the Postmaster General listed the quantity of this value actually
distributed as 93,536, less than 10% of the original issue. There were 32,105
cards sent via the Graf Zeppelin, of which 17.740 had the 65 cent and $1.95
rate. Although numerous covers were franked with ordinary stamps, it may
be safely assumed that at least 20,000 stamps of this value were used. The
mint availab'e supply is. therefore, likelv to be less than 75,000. Although the
used copies are searcer, it is unlikely fhat they will ever be considered more
desirable than the mint eonies, though these on cards or covers properly can-
celled are especially desirable.

Shade: Green

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: Usual four pane position blocks, with the guide lines perforated.

Plates used: 20077—78, 79, 80
Total issue: 93,636

Europe Pan-Amerien Round 'Prip via Graf Zeppelin, 1930.

This cover carried by Graf Zeppelin from Friedrichshavien
vin South Amerien and Lakehurst to Friedrichshafen. Rate
81.05. Cachet shows full route.

From the Collection of L. B. Gatchell.

4

#1313—O0ne Dollar Thirty Cent, Brown. Zeppelin Between Gonf,_inen .
No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued April 19, 1930.

On this stamp the airship is similarly shown sailing westward with a partial
outline of the eastern and western continents on either side. It was printed
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in brown ink and gave a very pleasing result. C. A. Huston and A, R. Meissner
were the designers, and the engravers were J. C. Benzing, 1. M. Hall and W. B.
Wells, all of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The die proof was ap-
proved on April Tth, and two days later printing was started. Shipments to
distant post offices were begun on April 14th.

This value paid the postage on letiers dispatehed by steamer to Friedrichs-
hafen and thenee via the Graf Zeppelin to Seville, Pernambuco and Rio de
Janeiro on the westward flieht, and on cards along the same route to Lake-
hurst. Tt also paid the entive postage on letters on the return trip to points in
Europe or to the United States via Seville or Friedrichshafen. Tt eould also
be used to pay part of the postage, on cards and letters making the round trip.

The Bureau orviginally issued 1,005,000 of these stamps which included the
477 copies for the Universal Postal Union. Of this total more than 92% re-
mained unsold. After June 30th the remainders were destroyed, leaving a
total of 72,428 bought by collectors. There were 17,279 covers mailed which
had a $1.30 rate or a rate that mueh in excess of $2.60, the highest stamp in
the set. In addition there were 14465 cards from Friedrichshafen to Liake-
hurst carrving the $1.30 rate, and 1756 cards bearing a rate of $1.95 for the
round trip. These totals are slightly in excess of 33,000, and althongh some
covers had ordinary stamps, and combinations not necessarily those that might
be expected by the rate, it can safely be assumed that about 30,000 copies were
used. This would leave the total of available mint stamps at about 42 000.
This stamp should therefore he searcer in mint condition, than either of the
other two values.

Four plates were made and used. There was little variation in the shade,
and no worthwhile plate defeets were disecovered.

Shade: Brown

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: Usual four pane position blocks with the guide lines perforated

Plates used: 20085—86, 87, 88

Total issue: 72,428

#1314 —Two Dollars Sixty Cents, Blue. Graf Zeppelin and Globe.
No Wmk. Perf. 11.

Issued April 19, 1930,

In the same frame as the two lower values, this stamp depicts the Graf
Zeppelin emerging tfrom the clouds, passing a globe representing the earth, and
traveling on to the west. C. A. Huston and A. R. Meissner also designed this
stamp, which was printed in blue. J. C. Benzing, 1. M. Hall and W. B. Wells
executed the engraving. Along with the $1.30 stamp the die proof was ap-
proved on April 7th, but the printing was not started until April 10th, one day
later than the lower value, In spite of its late start, copies were ready in time
for the first delivery of all three values on April 14.

Possibly due to a smaller waste in perforating, a larger quantity was issued
of this stamp than that of the next lower value, the total issued being 1,070,000.
Four times as expensive as the lowest value and twice as expensive as the in-
termediate denomination, a smaller amount of this stamp was bought before
the remainder was destroyed. The available total was 61,296, This rate paid
the entire postage on letters going the full route, by boat, from New York to
Germany, and by Graf Zeppelin from IFriedrichshafen via Seville, Pernam-
buco and Rio de Janeiro to Lakehurst. It also paid part of the $3.90 rate on
letters making the round trip. There were 5465 letters sent along the full
route to Lakehurst and 475 additional covers, made the round trip, a total of
5,970 covers requiring at least a $2.60 rate. Some of these rates may have been
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. Box # 8OO,
Binghumtom, N. Y.
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furope Pan-Amerien Trip vin Graf Zeppelin, 1930.

Cover ecarried from Lakehurst to ricdrichshafen. Rate $1.30.
Cachet shows only the route of the east hound flight,

From the Collection of L. B, Gatchell.

made up by pairs or blocks of the lower values and some covers were franked
with ordinary stamps but it can safely be assumed that about 5000 copies of
this stamp were used. This leaves a total of about 56,000 mint eopies available
for collectors.

Five plates were made but only four were used as the first plate was found
defective and not finished. No plate varieties were found and the shade showed
no marked variation.

Shade: Blue

Varieties: a: Plate number blocks
b: Usual four pane position blocks with guide lines perforated

Plates used: 20090—91, 92, 95
Plate no used: 20089
Total issue: 61,296

Proofs: Aside from the set of Proofs presented to Commander Hugo Eckener, none
seem to have reached philatelic hands though it is believed that others exist.
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SERIES OF 1933

In 1933 the city of Chicago was the scene of a world’s fair known as a
““Century of Progress,”” at which exhibits from all over the world were shown.
Numerous nations were represented, and Germany decided to send its Aerial
Ambassador of Good-Will, the Graf Zeppelin, on a “Century of Progress
Flight’' to Chicago via South America.

On August 20, the information serviee of the Post Office Department issued
the following press release :

New U. S. Stamip for Gral Zeppelin Visit.

Washington, August 20.—Postmaster General James A. Farley announced last
night that the German airship Graf Zeppelin will make a special flight from Fried-
richshafen, Germany to the Century of Progress Exposition at Chicago the latter
part of October. The big German airship, which circled the globe in 1929, will
leave its Friedrichshafen hangar on or about October 14, and will proceed to Chicago
via South America with Dr. Hugo Eckener, famed German Zeppelin designer, in
command.

Eckener proposes to fly from Friedrichshafen to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. thence
to Pernambuco, also in Brazil. From the latter cityv the commander of the Graf
will point the nose of his giant craft northward, with Miami, Florida, as the next
scheduled stop.

The Graf Zeppelin will take on an additional supply of gas at the Miami moor-
mg mast before continuing on to Akron, Ohio, where she will dock in the hangar
of the Goodyear-Zeppelin Corporation for refueling and re-gassing before proceeding
to Chicago. On the return journey to Germany the Graf will fly directly to Fried-
richshafen.

Arrangements have been completed with the Post Office department for the
Graf Zeppelin to carry United States mail from Miami and Akron for delivery with-
in the United States and from Miami, Akron and Chicago for dispatch to Europe
on the return trip. A special 50-cent commemorative stamp will be issued by the
Post Office Department for use on United States mail to be carried on this flight.

The rate to be charged will be 50 cents per letter not exceeding one-half ounce
in weight, regardless of its destination. A special cachet will be used at Miami,
Akron and Chicago on the letters dispatched from those offices.

The forthecoming visit to this country of the big German airship will mark the
fourth time that the Graf Zeppelin has flown over the United States. Previous
visits were made in 1928, a fligcht from Frisdrichshafen to Lakehurst, New Jersey,
and return, In 1929 the Graf Zeppelin crossed the continent on its world flight,
making a stop at Lakehurst before continuing on to its home port. In 1930 the
Graf Zeppelin made a Friedrichshafen to Lakehurst journey by way of Seville,
Spain, Rio de Janeiro and Pernambuco.

Although special cachets were issued for mails sent on all of these flights,

special postage stamps were issued only in connection with the European-Pan Ameri-
can flight in 1930.

On August 30th, the Department ordered the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing to prepare designs for a fifty cent stamp for use on the fortheoming
Graf Zeppelin trip. On September 21, Third Assistant Postmaster General
Clinton B. Eilenberger announced that the new stamp would be issued at New
York on October 2nd, deseribed the new stamp, but did not mention the eolor
as this had not yet been decided. Tt is interesting to note that the official notice
stated that, “The special Zeppelin stamp is being issued solely for use on mail
matter carried on the flight of the Graf Zeppelin.

On September 25th the die proof was approved after having been submitted
in brown, blue, green and violet. Two days later, printing was started, using
green ink, the color ultimately selected. On September 30th the first delivery
was made to the Postmaster at New York City.

There was much agitation against this stamp by the people throughout the
country. The issuance of the stamp was interpreted, by some, as a politieal
move. After the Department had announced that the stamp would be issued,
the order was rescinded, but was nltimately reversed in favor of issuance.
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This stamp was printed in sheets of 200 subjects divided into panes of 50
by horizontal and vertical guide lines. The full sheets were handled in the
same manner as the previous issue of Zeppelin stamps and the panes of fifty
had verforated guide line edges. There were, however, only top and bottom
plate numbers, one to a pane, being either above or below the third stamp in
the top or bottom row,

These stamps were printed during the era of the ““presentation sheets’” and
it was rumored that they had also been issued in full sheets unperforated and
ungummed. This rumor persisted and at the request of H. M. Southgate, Presi-
dent of the Burcau Issues Associntion, Third Assistant Postmaster General
Clinton B. Eilenberger in a letter dated April 22, 1935, stated :

3

“According to the records of the Department and The Bureau of Engraving
and Printing no 50-cent Graf Zeppelin stamps were issued imperforate.”

This ean well be accepted as conclusive that these stamps nungummed and
unperforated do not exist.

P ILEAY FIELIGELY

Desizned by A, R, Meissner

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used

+1317—Fifty Cent, Green. Zeppelin in Flight. No Wmk. Perf. 11.
Issued October 2, 1933.

The official notice stated that the stamp would first be placed on sale in
New York and at Miami, Florida; Akron, Ohio; and Chicago, Illinois, as soon
thereafter as circumstances permitted. The Burean efficiency made it possible
to make deliveries to other points in time to allow Chicago and Akron to place
these stamps on sale on October 2nd, as shown by first day covers. On October
5, the stamps were placed on sale at the Philatelic Agency.

Designed by Vietor S. MceCloskey, Jr.

Photograph of Original Drawing Not Used

Designs were prepared by A. R. Meissner and Vietor 8. MeCloskey, Jr.,
emphasizing the three stops that the Zeppelin would make in the United States.
The Meissner design (illustrated) ineluded the symbol of the Century of Prog-
ress, while the first McCloskey sketch (illustrated) showed prominent features
of the three American ports of call, palms for Miami, factories for Akron and
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the Federal Building at the exposition for Chicago. Both of these were rejected
and Vietor S. McCloskey, Jr., made two additional designs, both similar to the
final design. The first included the starting point and the destination of the
flight, as well as the words “* Air Mail’" (illustrated). The other is almost like
the accepted design except for the changes in the Friedrichshafen hangar, the
Federal Bnilding and the addition of *“A"" before *‘Century of Progress
Flight (illustrated). The aceepted design was also prepared by Vietor S.
MeCloskey, Jr. The engraving was executed by J. (. Benzing, E. M. Hall and
W. B, Wells.

~ UNITED STATES POSTAGE

CENTURY OF PROGR g;'gjgj_ga,j_gm; ol

Development of the Final Design

By Vietor S. MceCloskey, Jr.

Phoetegraphs of Original Drawings Not Used

The stamp is the same size and shape as the eurrent air mails, 75/100 by
1 84/100 inches. The central design is a representation of the Graf Zeppelin
flying over the Atlantic Ocean. To the right appears the hangar at Friedrichs-
hafen. and to the left is shown the Federal Building at the Century of Progress
Exposition. Across the top of the stamp appear the words ““ UNITED STATES
POSTAGE" in solid Roman letters, and immediately below this are the words
“A CENTURY OF PROGRESS FLIGHT' in small bold type. Below the
central design in a laree oval with dark backeround, is the denomination desig-
nation 50¢ in white lettering. The entire design is enclosed in a border formed
by two narrow white lines.

This value paid the postage on a postal eard, or a letter, weighing 14 ounce
or less on Zeppelin mail via Seville, Spain, or Friedrichshafen to other parts
of the world. Tt also paid the rate from the United States (New York) to
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Graf Zeppelin Century of Progress Flight, 1933,
Cover carried from Chicazo to Akron. Hate 50 cents.

From the Collection of George IR. M. Ewing.

Friedrichshaten by steamer, then via Graf Zeppelin to Rio de Janeiro or Per-
nambuco, Brazil, and, if addressed to the United States, returned by steamer.
A pair of these, or an equivalent amount in ordinary postage, paid all the charg-
es on the boat trip and airship to Miami. DMail, earried along the full route to
Akron or Chicago, needed an additional stamp, while the round trip and return
by steamer needed a block of four of these stamps or its equivalent. These
rates were considerably cheaper than those on the 1930 flieht to Lakehurst and
many more covers were mailed,

The various post offices supplied with these stamps returned their remain-
ders after the airship had left for the return trip, but unlike the previous issue
they were not immediately destroyed. The Philatelic Agency kept them on
sale until early in 1935.

Four plates were made and all went to press although the first lots to reach
New York were only printed from the first pair of plates. There was little
variation in the shade, and no important plate varieties were discovered.

Shade: Green
Plates used: 21171—72, 77, 78
Quantity issued: 4,302,950



CHAPTER IV
MANUFACTURING OF OUR POSTAGE STAMPS

With the exception of war time emergency all our 20th Century postage
stamps have been printed from intaglio plates, i. e. from plates which have their
printing sections recessed. This has long been felt to be a surety against count-
erfeiting, especially sinee by this method it is possible to exactly reproduee, to
an unlimited extent, copies of the original die.

After a stamp design has been approved by the Postmaster General, it is
turned over to one or more engravers to prepare a master die. The master die
is made of especially preparved soft steel with a highly polished surface. The
engravers at the Bureau are speeialists and upon the design to be engraved,

Flat Bed Printing Press, Burenu of Engraving & Printing

Courtesy of Alvin W. Hall, Director

depends the men selected. A portrait or picture engraver generally works on
the vignette, while others skilled in special branches of design engrave the
frame and the letterine. In all cases the master die is engraved in reverse so
that the printed stamp will have a positive impression.

After the engraving has been completed a die proof is taken and if this is
approved, the die is hardened and used as a master die to reproduce other iden-
tical copies. This hardened die is next laid on a transfer press and a soft steel
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roll is forced into the design. This roll is but slightly wider than the stamp
design and of a diameter sufficient to allow several reliefs along its circumfer-
ence with ample space between cach velief to allow the rolling in of a sinele
design. (Note. Tn 1918-19 the Bureau used a ten subject die and transfer roll
for making two 2 cent and four 3 eent plates hut the experiment was unsue-
cessful and was diseontinued.) This transfer roll has a positive design in relief
and after being hardened becomes the transfer roll for reproducing the master
die a given number of times on a steel plate which will print the stamps. In a
series where certain parts of the design arve uniform on stamps of different
values, part of the fransfer roll velief may be eut away and the remaining
portion used to make a master die for other values. The section not effected
by the partial relief roll is then furned over to the engravers who complete

.A“..

\RY SPAMP FEINTING PRNGS, 190°SUBJECTS

Rotary Press, Printing 170 Subject Coils, Burean of Engraving & Printing
Courtesy of Alvin W. Hall, Director

the desired design. In the 1908 issue it was generally only the numerals of
value that had to be individually engraved, while on the 1922 issue it was also
the vignettes.

The transfer roll, with the design in velief on its outer surface, is next
used to make the plate. The soft steel plate is prepared for the transfer press
by having each intended position carefully laid out on its smooth surface. This
is done by the use of plate layout lines which aid in locating the position dots
which are used by the transfer man to correetly enter each subjeet,
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After all impressions have been entered, the marginal inscriptions and
guide line added and all surface irregularities removed the plate is ready to
be hardened if intended for use on flat bed machines or delivered to the curving
department to be prepared for use on a rotary press and then hardened.

Up to 1910 all stamps had been printed on flat bed presses. At that time
the demand for coils had become a burden to the Bureau as sheets of stamps
had to be pasted together to make rolls of 500 or 1000 subjeets. Experiments
were then undertaken to print stamps in ‘‘endless’ rows from engraved plates.
On June 30, 1914 the first coil stamps from engraved rotary plates made their
initial appearance. These were printed on ‘“endless’” rolls of paper and greatly
reduced the cost of producing coil stamps.

Rotary Stamp Perforator, 400 Subject Sheets, Bureau of Engraving & Printing
Courtesy of Alvin W. Hall, Director

In 1920 some one cent stamps for issnance in 100 subject sheets were print-
ed on the rotary press. These were not entirely successful and no other values
were issued until 1923-24. The problems encountered were at first due to the
curling of the sheets as noted on pages 9-10, whiech was overcome by the use
of ““eum breaker’’ bars. The next complaint was against the diffienlty in
separation of the rotary press stamps which were perf. 10, which gange was
necessary to prevent the rotary perforators from tearing the sheets into strips.
A new perforator was designed at the Bureau and now no complaints are being
registered against the perf, 11x1015 rotary press stamps.
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Under Alvin W. Hall, Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing,
the rotary press produets have constantly improved and they have almost
entirely replaced the flat plate stamps except for special issues, where only a
small quantity is needed or the time available is too short to allow for the
several extra days that are needed to make the curved plates. The plates for
the rotary press require all the processing that the flat plates receive and in
addition have to be curved and fitted with gripper slots to hold them on the
rotary plate bed. Once on the press however two curved plates will turn out
three to four times as many stamps in a day as four flat plates.

The flat plate presses used at the Burean of Engraving and Printing have
four plate beds connected together at equal distance by an endless chain. The

RETARY ATAME BERFORATT N

“-_I.

Rotary Perforating Section, Burean of Engraving & Printing
Courtesy of Alvin W, Hall, Director

printer is assisted by two operators, a **layer on’’ and a “taker off.”” The pho-
tograph of a press at the burean shows the plate at left in a starting position for
the printing operation. As it passes under the rollers in the center foreground
it is inked and the plate at the right shows one plate entirely covered with ink.
The surplus ink is then automatically wiped as it passes under the roll of paper
at the right. The printer then polishes the plate with the palm of his hand,
which he has previously rubbed on a cake of chalk or whiting. The plates are
continually rotating from left to right and as the polished plate passes the
“layer on,”” a sheet of wetted paper is placed in proper position on the plate.
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It will be noted in the illustration that the sheets next to the ‘‘layer on’’ are
covered by a cloth. This is to keep the paper moist throughout—so that when
forced into the recessed lines of the plate it will more fully pick up all the ink
and give a perfect impression of the stamp. The plate covered by the sheet
then passes under the impression roller, which presses the paper against the plate
and prints the sheet of stamps. The girl in the left foreground then removes
the printed sheet from each plate as it returns to its starting position. This
process is continuous and as the first plate is printing the stamps, the second
plate is being polished, the third is being wiped and the fourth is being inked.
A press like this with four plates will print about 1,600,000 small size stamps a
day. These presses occasionally only have two plates. This may happen at
the beginning of a run of a new stamp when no other plates are ready.

Whereas three people are needed to produce 1,600,000 stamps per day on
the flat plate presses, one man ean run a rotary press and with two plates turn
out 3,000,000 ordinary size stamps in the same time. The rotary press further-
more, wets the paper, prints the stamps and gums the sheets before they are
again rolled at the far end of the press.

For stamps to be issued in sheets a roll of paper about 1814 inches wide and
24 inches in diameter, long enough to print about 6000 sheets, is drawn through
the rotary press by the plate rolls and a tension from the receiving roll, at the
far end of the press. The roll of paper is placed in the drum-like receptacle
seen in the immediate foreground of the photograph. It is then drawn upward
over rolls which dip in the water trough near the top of the machine and give
the paper the necessary moisture and then down past the eurved stamp plates.
In the foreground of the photograph, just below the printing plates is another
roll of paper which runs upward to the plates. This is the wiping roller which
polishes the plates before they come into contact with the stamp paper.

After the stamps have been printed, the paper passes back over the top of
the machine on an electrically heated shute and down under the bottom of the
press to the gumming roller which is seen just in front of the operator. After
being gummed, the paper continues through a gum drying box to be coiled at
the end of the press into rolls of about 1500 sheets for ease in handling on the
perforating machines. The drying box can be seen in back of the gumming
rollers.

The elose up pieture of the rotary perforator shows a roll of sheet stamps
being perforated. The stamps first pass between the gum breaker bars which
help keep the rofary press stamps from exeessive curling. Immediately behind
this are the 1014 gauge perforating wheels and behind these is the pert. 11
perforating bar, the new development that made it possible to inerease the

rotary sheet perforations from 10x10 to 11x101% and overcame the complaints
against the earlier rotaries. The rolls are also separated into sheets of 400 on
these perforators. The operator at the left keeps the vertical center of the
sheets on the guide which is located ahead of the perforating wheels. The
operator at the other end of the machine watches both the horizontal and vertieal
perforations and can constant'y adjust the position of the roll as it passes
through the perforator,

After the sheets have been inspected they are assembled between paste-
board covers and stapled into packs of 100 sheets. To prpare them for distri-
bution to post offices the full sheets are cut into panes of 100 by two cuts at
right angles throngh the center by the euillotine knife. The photograph of the
rotary stamp perforating seetion shows in addition to the perforators, the in-
spectors examining the sheets and stacking them into units of 100 sheets. At
the back of the room is the guillotine. The racks at the left of the inspectors
are for the sheets containing one or more defective panes. A shelf is available
for each position that is defective and by binding the various positions together,
the defective panes can be eut out and the remainder salvaged.



250 UniTED StATES PostaceE Stavpes oF THE 2017H CENTURY

The information contained in this section and the photographs, illustrating
the methods of manufacturing are available through the courtesy of Alvin
W. Hall, Director of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. Mr. Hall in sup-
plying the photographs and his assistance in allowing the writer to study each
operation from the floor at the Bureau made this chapter possible. The articles
by H. M. Southgate in the Bureau Specialist were also of invaluable aid.



CHAPTER V
PLATE LAYOUTS

DrawinGgs BY WALTER A. STEVEXNS
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4 SUBJECT FLATE BED PLATES

The normal Iayout ns indieated in the complete design was used for the 1922 issue up
to and including the 530 cent and also the 1923 Airmails. Plates completed after 1930 had
no side plate numbers. The star on the 1922 issue plates appeared only once, either
at the top right or the upper right. Three types are indieated on the top panels—a small
five pointed, a Iarge five pointed star and n six pointed star. The Iatter two were also

used at the sides,
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The outer margins arve all trimmed off as indieated.

FLAT BED BOOKLET PLATE
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170 SUBJECT ROTARY PPRESS SIDEWISE COIL PLATE

The coil waste was issoued in this form.

ol
5
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150 SUBJECT ROTARY PRESS ENDWISE
COIL PLATE

The early plates for both types of coil plates had
only one plate number preceded by a star, On
Iater plates another number was added. On the
sidewise coils the number is above stamp 1 and
helow stamp 170, On the endwise coils it is to
left of 141 and to the right of stamp 10,
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400 SUBJECT ROTARY PRESS PLATE
“Type A™ Marginal Guides
Emdwise Design

With but one exception this Inyout as used in the 1822-35 issue exists
only perf 10—it also exists only on the 1 cent and the 2 cent.
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400 SUBJECT ROTARY PRESS PLATE
“Type B Marginal Guides
Endwise Design
Used for Perf. 10 and 11x10%:,
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400 SUBJECT ROTARY PRESS PLATE
Electrie Ilyve Plate
Endwise Design

Used Only Perf. 11x10%,
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40 SUBJECT ROTARY PRESS PLATE
- Horizontal Design

This indientes the position of the plate numbers when the design is held
in a normal position. On the press the numbers are at the sides.

Used only Perf. 10%ex11.
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200 SUBJECT FLAT PLATE

Used only for $1.00 and $2.00 of the 1922, The
full sheets were cut horizontally into panes
of 104,
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10 SUBJECT SHEETS

The full plate-layout shows the first printing
of 21 cent red and blue Airmail. The panel
above shows the mnext type of printing for
this stamp with only the blue “TOP" and
above this is the next stage with “TOP” in
bhoth colors., The printings from the 24 cent
plates were issued in 100 subject sheets with
the margin removed on two sides. The next
panel showing one plate number is the layout
for the 16 cent and 6 cent Airmail of the 1918
issue. The top panel shows the $5.00 of the
1922 issue,
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THE PARCEL POST PLATES—IS) SUBJECTS

To overcome the confusion enused by the same color for all de-
nominations the words of value were added, Some printings having
been made from numerous plates before this imprint was added, copies
may be ohtained without and with the imprint from some of the plates.
Other plates were only used after the imprint had been added.
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200 SUBJECT FLAT PLATE

The plates containing eight plate numbers were used for the 10-13-20¢ series of
1926-27, the 10 cent Lindbergh, early plates of the 1930 5 cent and the 1930 Zeppelins,
There were no side plate numbers on the late plates of the 5 cent 1930 and on the 1033
50 cent Zeppelin, The Zeppelin stamps were torn instead of cut along the guide lines.
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LINDBERGH BOOKLET PLATI—IS0 SUBJECTS

The margins containing the side and bottom arrows, part of the top arrow
and the plate numbers were cut off. An off center eut might leave part of the
plate numbers attached to the stamps as indieated in the four corner panes
A (d) whieh then hecome position D).
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200 SUBJECT ROTARY PRESS PLATE
1931-1932-1934 Airmails Se-Se-tie
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200 SUBJECT FLAT PLATE
16 Cent Airmail Special Delivery.
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RED JBLUE )
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RED BLYE RSP — PLUEBLYE RER
—RED&BLUE

REP BRYE BER A BpyEBLUE RED

X
o’ RED&BLUE

FIVE CENT BICOLOR AIRMAIL—I100 SUBJECT PLATES

The full layout illustrates the first type of marginal mark-
Ing. The panel just anbove shows the second type which replaced
the solid marker on early plates and was used exclusively on the
Iater ones. The top panel shows 1 combinntion from plate 19597
which had the “Top™ at the left instead of the right. This result-
ed in the “Double Top” on the left and “No Top”™ on the right
pane.



ADDENDA AND ERRATA

When the material for the 1922-35 issue was started in the Collectors Club
Philatelist it was believer that by the end of 1935 the issne would be replaced
by another and the full story could be written. There have been numerous
reports of intended new issues of ordinary stamps but in each case it was of-
ficially announced that no definite changes have been approved. The story is
therefore as complete as is possible at the beginning of November, 1935, The
ordinary issue being current it is impossible to have a complete and aceurate
list of plates used and on several values plates have been listed as ““Used’’ which
had not gone to press up to October 1, 1935 but are believed to be ready for use
at any time and will no doubt be nsed if the eurrent design continues in use.
Several important varieties have also been reported in Stamrs sinee the earlier
part of this volume was printed and these additions are listed on the following
pages,

Page 36 Z 604 1 Cent
Add variety

f: Relief Break.
The design of the “box" in the upper right corner is incomplete at
the bottom.

Page 37 # 632 1 Cent
Add variety

f: Cracked Plate.

There are several gripper slot cracks in the top row of plate # 21220,
There is a crack in the center gutter which runs from just right of
# 10 of the upper left pane to the frame line of #1 of the upper
right pane. There is also a crack between # 3-4 which runs from
the inner frame line of %3 to the inner frame line of #4 U, R.

On stamp # 10 of the upper right pane of plate 20040 there is a
double line crack in Franklin's head just above the ear and to the
right of the eyes.

Change plate 21231 from “Plate used” to *“Plate not used.”
The following additional numbers have been assigned to one cent plates:

21371—72, 79, 80, 87, 88
21412—13, 14, 15, 33, 34, 35, 36

Page 44 #553 1% Cent
Change plate 16969 from “Plates used' to “Plates not used.”

Page 45 # 553 114 Cent
Add to “Plates used' 17021—22, 23, 24
Delete from “Plates used” 18703—04, 28, 29

Page 47 # 633 1% Cent
Delete from *“Plates used’” 16949—50
Add to ""Plates used' 18699

Page 48 # 670 1% Cent
The caption should read Perf. 11x1014.

Page 49 #684 1% Cent
The following additional numbers have been assigned to 11 Cent Plates:
21381—82, 89, 90

Page 63 #5b4 2 Cent
Transfer plate # 17150 to be under the heading “Large 5 pointed star at left
of top plate number of upper right pane.”

Page 56 # 599 2 Cent
Correct plate number of the recut (last line of last paragraph) to 14731.
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Page 57 #6599 2 Cent
Add variety

h: Cracked Plate.
The stamp to the left of a joint line has a vertical crack (Illustrated)
which continues down through the “O'" of “WASHINGTON.” This is
on stamp # 17 of plate # 20183. The stamp to the right of the joint
line may be found showing plate # 20184 at the top.

Another crack has been found on the stamp to the right of a joint
line. The erack is quite marked running down through the “A' of
“WASHINGTON," the “E" of “"CENTS" and into the bottom margin.
Position unknown.

Cracked Plate
2 Cent Sidewise Coil
= 500

Still another cracked plate which is again on the stamp to the
right of the joint line. This however is from the lower row of plate
20123 and is on stamp 154, The crack starts just below the *'5"
of “STATES™ and in a rather regular line runs across the forehead
through the eve and stops at the cheek bone.
Add to “Plates used” 18089
Delete from “Plates used” 18329-30

Page 58 #599 2 Cent
Change plate z 20340 from “Plates used” to ‘‘Plates not used"

Page 59 #595 2 Cent
Add to “Plates used"” 14915

Page 61 # 606 2 Cent
Add variety

b: Cracked plate.
The stamp just above a joint line has a series of horizontal cracks in
the left margin which run into the design opposite the “U" of “UNIT-
ED."
Add to “Plates used" 18756-57

Page 62 #583 2 Cent
Add to “Plates used' 18628

Page 65 #634 2 Cent
Add to “Plates used” 18140-18589
Delete from ‘‘Plates used’ 18044-18232-18584

Page 66 # 634 2 Cent
Delete from *“‘Plates used’ 20002
The following additional numbers have been assigned to electric eye plates:
21399—21402—11, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 37, 38, 41, 42

Page 67 # 671 2 Cent Nebr,
Add to “Plates used’ 18989

Page 69 #5556 3 Cent
The first design for the three cent value (Illustrated) was prepared by J. 5.
Stevenson., The original sketch also contemplated the use of this frame design
for the two cent value,
Change first word last paragraph to “FOUR"



ApDENDA AND ERRATA 267

Page 71 #584 3 Cent
Delete from ‘“‘Plates used' 17434—35, 18457—58, 18791—92, 18803—04

Page 73 #635 3 Cent
Add to “Plates used” 18114

Page 77 #5856 4 Cent
Change plate 17738 from “Plates used" to “Plates not used”

Page T7T # 636 4 Cent—Caption should read Perf. 11x10%

Page 78 #673 4 Cent
Correct WOHOO to read WAHOQO

Page 79 # 685 4 Cent
Add to shades, bright brown, deep brown
Add variety

b: Plate faw.
The right “4" on stamp 24 U. L. plate 20141 has a series of heavy
gashes across the center.

¢: Defective transfer #24 U. L. 20141
The flaw mentioned above was burnished out and resulted in a de-
fective transfer. The triangle in the center of the ““4" is weak and
the shading lines at the right side of the ribbon below the portrait
are faint or missing.

Page 81 #£557 5 Cent
The original drawings illustrated on page 81 were designed by J. S. Stevenson.
The design at the left was believed by Bureau officials to appear to be books
instead of the wings of an eagle and the design was modified as shown at the
right. This would have made a fitting design for the President Roosevelt, who
put the American’s love of Liberty above all else.

Page 84 #602 5 Cent
Add to “Plates used' 18497
Change plate 18496 from “Plates used” to “Plates not used”

Page 856 #6586 5 Cent
Delete from *‘Platzs used" 18035
Change plates 18443-44 from ‘“‘Plates used' to *“‘Plates not used”

Page 86 # 637 5 Cent
Add variety

g: Block with full gutter between,
One sheet has been found containing 102 subjects.

Page 87 #637 5 Cent
Add to “Plates used' 18850

Page 91 # 638 6 Cent
Delete from ‘““‘Plates used' 18029-30, 18396

Page 97 #589 8 Cent
Delete from ““Plates used' 18776-78

Page 104 #591 10 Cent
Delete from ““Plates used' 18626-27

Page 105 #642 1 0Cent
Add variety

d: Double transfer.
98 L. R. 19254, The entire upper portion of the stamp is doubled.
The doubling is downward and to the left, being most obvious in the
boxes in the corners, the cross hatched shading around the head, in
the triangular ornaments and in the ladder like lines in the inner
frame design.
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Page 109 #6952 11 Cent
The following additional plate numbers have been assigned to 1lc plates:
21443—44, 45, 46
Page 119 #566 15 Cent
A very pleasing design was also prepared for this value by J. S. Stevenson show-
ing the Yellowstone Falls from a balcony.

Page 128 # 698 20 Cent.
Delete from “Plates used"” 20730

Page 136 #570 50 Cent
The “Capitol” design was prepared by J. 5. Stevenson.

Page 138 # 571 One Dollar _
The design illustrated was prepared by J. 35, Stevenson.
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Aeroplane Carrying Mail ......
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Photograph, plane design on 1309, 10e
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Design on # 1457, 20c Parcel Post ......... 157
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Akron, Ohio . .

Aldrich, Kildroy P.
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American Air Mail Society
American Indian . .
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Army Planes . .
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Richard .
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Breaden,
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Bryan, Ohio . .
Buffalo . . .

Established . .,
Submitted des:gn for #1459, 50c Parcel Post 159

Submitted photograph for #1460, T5c Parcel
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DIeseriPtion DEBING ! . . .. o r om s o s mooe o 165
....................................... 230
First day issue, # 696, 15¢ Washington, Aug.
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. First mail carried in England, Aug. 18, 1910. 165
First shown on U, S. stamp # 1457, 20c¢ Par-

¢l Postors snonmames 5o Sol GuRahe 1wy 4 165
Iirst day sale, #1317, 50¢ Graf Zeppelin ... 242
Graf Zeppelin Century of Progress fligfit,

1938 & . i 182-241
Graf Zeppelin mail to various points ....... 241
Chiel Inspector P. Q. Dept. . ..o vseninwsimss 231

.Graf Zeppelin flight to Century of Prog. Ex... 241

On TH2SAEENE o o poregncal v a6 aS0almei Bt s 2
Bubiject for 673, $0.00. v sas wvsivi g d 140
.First day sale. #1400, 16c¢ Air Mail, at Chi-
CEE0; AUg: 30; TETL S55 vis sme as ne some 8 178
First day sale, #1400, 16c¢ Air Mail, at Chi-
cago, Aug. 30, 1934 ... .. ... . rinin. 233
Hollow Horn Bear, #565, 14c ............ 116
On I923 IBENG\. o cwiilovagans S5 SRR R 3
P. 0. Dept. official notice of issue, Mch. 14,
LRBE 5 e SRR, T SR e T ey e
. .First day issue, #1303, 8¢ Air Mail, Aug. 15,
TABE 5 5 55 Ot i i T LR B bl b 169-195
Issues to wmmemmate .................. 4
ST R e 119
FOTO, BUC . v wnvmen s amm e e 136
Design for Airmail 24e, #1302 ........... 189
Story “Made to Order” stamps ............ 232
Picture design with “Graf Zeppelin” over... 184
Design on # 1456, 15c¢ Parcel Post ......... 156

First day issue, # 672, 3¢ Nebr. Apl. 17, 1929 74
First day issue, # 676, Tc Nebr. Apl. 17, 1929 95

B

See list of engravers.
On Sherman Hill, Rocky Mountain, #1310,

BE LATrmMan] . o seaaus oo e s ety AR
Aeroplane service starting point for New York 166
See list of engravers.

First Air Mail in England, to Southgate, Aug,

L8 THLO: 2 Faius ad e s the . 5t s 165
First day issue, #6564, 12¢, Mch. 20, 1923... 111
Development precancelling device . ........ 9
First day issue, # 697, 17c¢, July 25, 1931.... 122
First day issue, # 699, 25¢, July 25, 1931.... 132
Experiment flight N. Y. to Chicago ......... 193
Of: 1928 18808 -« o s s G v ey ia 3
P. O. Dept. official notice of issue, Mch. 14,

LHB Soii i SHREATRRS Bed e s ee e e T
Designon #6569, 30e. . ...000uurrmnenanns 133
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Bureau Issues Association ...... First day sale, # 697, 17¢, July 25, 1931.... 122
Appoints Committee to study Parcel Post
BUETNDE . .« o4 s nmd ams pes i sma e 163
Bureau Specialist . ........... Article relating to #568, 25¢, Dec. 1934 ..., 129
To report discoveries on Special Service stamps 163
Comments on “Graf Zeppelin' issues ....... 237
Burke, Gen. Vincent .......... Acting 1st Asst. Post Master General ....... 231
C
Caldwell, N. . swsneveviassses First day sale, #6564, 12¢ ...........c.00. 8
Cambridge, Nebr. . ............ First day sale # 669, 1c "“Nebr,” Apl. 17, 1929 41
First day sale # 678, 9¢ “Nebr,” Apl. 17, 1929 100
Canada s sEind § e s Part owner of Niagara Falls, see #568. 2be. 129
Capital at Washington ......... On TH22 iggue: . < iviwiviiane s s aee 2, 3, 140
P. 0. Dept. official notice, Mch. 14, 1923 .... T
Design rejected for #570, 50c ............ 136
“Century of Progress” ........ 1933 Flight of Graf Zeppelin ............. 241
Chalmers, G M. suvmes ey v e See list of engravers.
Chambers, G My .ovwws ewa aie s See list of engravers.
Charlton, H. . o .o o eus i See list of engravers.
CHeYeHNE: ~i v e i SR et 1§ Zone Air Mail Service from Chicago to
CORBL v voalls sl G BRI AT 169, 194
Official notice of air mail service ........... 171
Rate . Y. £0 . . ronosnnsrhs e wiies ris b aies 196
ChICHED, TIL. . o conniwm e s scim o Precancelled # 583, 2¢, July 1923 ......... 61
Zone airmail service from N. Y. to Cheyenne. 169
Official notice of service .......cvvvevnnnnn 171
First day sale, #1306, 10e¢ Air Mail, Feby.
13, TO9E o o s somnimimmorassims, SR5Samle 171
Ford Motor Co., C. A. M. Routes 6-7 ....... 171
Graf Zeppelin “Good Will Flight'" ...... 182-183
First day sale, #1317, 50c Air Mail, Oct. 2,
1 184, 242
Experlmental ﬂ:ght from N, Y., Sept. 7, 1918. 193
Afr Zone ereated o .« o 5o maiie wns e e s 194
Air mail rate to Coast ................... 196
C.A. M. Routes G and 7 ..aevcimnns vanaias 199
First day sale, #1306, 10c Air Mail, Feby.
TE. EORE - 5 onm st e e i sdials 200
Worlds Fair, Century of Progress ......... 241
Chromium plates . . ........ ... Experiment to prolong use of plates ........ 13
Chinese Junk . . ....... weeeessVessel shown on new 25¢ Air Mail ......... 185
Cincinnati, Ohio . . ....cvivans First day sale, # 685, 4¢, June 4, 1930 ....17, 79
First day covers, # 685, 4c, June 4, 1930 ... 18
City Carrier .. « ahasveson e Design on, #1451, 1c Parcel Post ......... 147
City Post Office, Washington ....Design on, #1450, 1c Parcel Post ......... 145
Cleveland (Grover) .. ......... On TO22HSBWAN + are shee s i sl o, vk, i g 2.8
P. 0. Dept. official notice, Mch. 14, 1923 .. .. 7
Portrait used on #564, 12¢ .............. 111
Cleveland, Ohio . . ........ ... First day sale, #1306, 10c Air Mail, Feby.
L8y YO2H .« o cimimios wop sins eresenme ws 171, 200
Ford Motur Co. L A. M. Routes 6 and 7..... 171
First day sale, 1309, 10e¢ Air Mail Booklet,
May 28, 19285 o v v vats sedanias ae 174, 210
C. A M. RBoutes 8and T ., ivievvavavivess 197
Midwestern Philatelic Exhibition .......... 210
Cleveland Plain Dealer . ....... Commends Philatelic Ageney . ............ 1
Coll Waste . «ucuinwinsivmens Rotary Press waste used . ................ 32
Colby; Bl o v smmsiaammm el First day sales—Overprint “Kans'':
#659, 1%e¢c, Apl. 16, 1929 ........... 48
# 660, S, Aple 16, 1989 ovivamae aw 67
# 661, 3e, Apl. 16, 1929 .. .oouias e 73
#1662, dic,Apl 16, TIZY vosen v 78
#663, o, Apl 16,1929 Loovievie i 87
#665, Te, Apl. 16, 1929 ........... 95
# 667, ¢, Apl. 16, 1929 ... en 100

#668, 10c, Apl. 16, 1929 ........... 105



Jollege Park . . vvvvvvnnnnns

“Colombia” o .oomamie o

Columbia, 8. C. .

Coolidge, Pres. .

Crawford, Nebr. . . ...uiiuunn
Crook, General: ¢ :vvssivain
Crowley, Karl. . . c.vuve iveas
Coulter, W A: wass i das os

Curtis JANDs ., .
“Curtis’" Plane . .

Dairying . .
Davis, Norman , .
Dawson, H. . .

Dearborn; Mich;'. ; vinaicase.

DeHaviland Plane . .,

Department of Interior ......

Detroit, Mich. . .

Donaldson, Jesse . .
Double paper . .

Double Row Perforations . ...

Barle, B, M. .osewii ves s i
Barlie; H. Ji caeassn s i
Eastern Continent . . ........

Eckener, Dr. Hugo .

Eidsness, Michael L, Jr. .....
Eilenberger, Clinton B. ......

Eissler, J. . .
Electric Eye . . .

EAgIRnd v o amiassanige SEes 5

Europe-Pan American flights
Exeter, Nebr, .

Fairbanks, Ernest E. . .......
Farley, P. M. G. James A. ....

Fellers, Robert B. .....c004 4

C. A. M. (Contract Air Mail) ...
Contract Air Mail ...........
Contract Air Mail Service . ...
Contract Air Mail Routes ....

INDEX 271

Scene of design used on #1457, 20ec Parcel

POt & o seaini SR e S st et rah 157
Suggested design for #571, $1.00 ......... 138
First day cover, #4623, 17¢c .............. 121
cDefinition of term . . .. ... ...... ... ...... 199
Established, and rates . ., ................. 170
Government operations . . ................ 199
Private contractors . : o oussvaevnsins 3 170
Orders Wilson stamp prepared ............ 121
First day sale, # 674, 5c “Kans" .......... 87
Agreement, story of design, #565, 14¢c ..... 116
P. O. Dept: Boleitor . vi i v vrrvnie mresses 231
Artist painting “Golden Gate” ............ 125
Planes used, N. Y.-Wash. flights in 1918 .... 166
Design on #1302, 24¢ Air Mail ........... 190

1]
Design on #1459, 50c¢ Air Mail ........... 159

President of Woddrow Wilson Foundation... 121
See list of engravers,
First day sale, #1306, 10c¢ Air Mail, Feby.

18, AB2O s o vwvwwsann e s e 171, 200
Design on #1303, 8¢ Air Mail ............ 195
Design on #1305, 25¢ Air Mail ........... 19:¢
Geo. Survey map used on #1306, 10¢ Airmail 200
First day sale, #1306, 10c Airmail ..... 171, 200
Ford Motor Co. C. A. M. Routes 6 & 7 ...... 171
First day sale, #1309, 10c Air Mail ....... 174
C.A. M. Routes 6 & 7 .........coovvuunnnn 197
Acting 2nd Asst. Postmaster General ....... 231
DEBEMIDHON: v v moen cam ems amide v wii S 61
Found.on #5683, 26 :.owins coss ing seasoy 61
Foungd-on 886, Be & vwn sow sueuis valk s 84
Found on - BEL T0E L avii 565 635570 e e 5 mrein 104
Found on #634, 2¢ .............c0ou.... 64
Found on #636, 4d¢ .................... s
Found on #634, 2¢ ........ci0vvinennns 64
Found ont #640,, 88 s maswsms erosimae 97

E

See list of engravers.
See list of engravers.
Outline shown on #1313, $1.30 Graf Zeppelin 238

Commander Air Ship Graf Zeppelin ........ 236
Presented with proof set of stamps ........ 236
Commander 1933 Century of Progress flight.. 241
Establishment Philatelic Ageney . ......... 1
Acting Post Master General ............... 231
See list of engravers.
Control of perforation device ............. 19
Used in perforating sheets of stamps ....... 64
First mail carried by airplane, Aug. 18, 1910 165
..Round trip “Graf Zeppelin” ............ 179-180
Second trip “Graf Zeppelin' .............. 235
First day sale, #672, 3¢ “Nebr” .......... T4
F1
Discovered some # 594, Franklin le, Perf. 11 35
Announces new 25c¢ Air Mail ............. 184
Cancelled existing Air Mail contracts ....... 226
Announces new 16c Air Mail rate .......... 230
“Made to order” sheets of stamps ......... 232

Orders duplicate sheets of stamps printed.... 241
Announcement Graf Zeppelin 1933 visit .... 241

.. Supt. Div. of Stamps P. O, Dept. ........... 231
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Ferry, Edward F. . ........... Chairman of Committee to study Parcel Post
SERIADE o vie voove mimumuaipine e s mbem ) v e s 163
First Airmail in America....... Garden City Estates to Mineola, Sept. 23, 1911 165
First Airmail Service of U. 8. ...Washington-Philadelphia-New York . ....... 165
First Airmail Flight ........... Bea deseriptiony wa wwvuies ived BETE ko e 187
First Airmail Pilot ui i ceieamans Barle OVIngton . o su cnrvaiass v s wsmlaws e 187
First Airmail Stamp ........... 1802 May A8 FOLE e i pas samvanas 188
First Day Cancellations ........ On # 684, 1%c, at Marion, Ohio, Deec. 1, 1930 18
First Day Cancellations ........ On # 685, 4c, Cincinnati, Ohio, June 4, 1930. 18
First Day Covers ............. Not to be handled by Philatelic Ageney ..... 117
First Fractional Postage ....... #6553, 1%ec, Meh, 19, 19256 .......c0ven.. 43
THrEE BIRMID v 5os swssma aws i Bearing picture of Airplane . . ............ 165
Florida (West Coast) ......... Design on #1461, $1.00 Parcel Post ....... 161
Ford Motor 800 aveiviaanies s ou G A M. Routes 6 & T .. vovimimimaia e 171,187
FYAN0E = o o tiis a6l vdie s et o Lindbergh's Flight to . . ... .o vnss 173
Part of map, on #1309, 10c Air Mail ...174, 209
Franklin . . . ......c.cieuen.. OH. 1988 HERE . . ¢ oo ies i iree savile b v 1-2
P. 0. Dept. official notice of issue, Jany. 12,
g e e 6-27
Called “Father OF BRI . von vien cmascanaans 27
Fremont, Ohio . .....c.co00an First day sale, #563, 11¢, Oct. 4, 1922 ....3,107
Friedrichshafen, Germany . ..... Graf Zeppelin “Good Will Flight ......... 181
Graf Zeppelin Century of Progress Flight.182-183
Hangar on #1317, 50¢ Air Mail ........... 184
Stamps on mail from ................. 236-238
DescliDHON. . . 1ov cine soin e some sim v omea w8 241
Fruit Growing . . ... cviawass Design on #1461 $1.00 Parcel Post ....... 161
G
Garden City . . ..ovovvvnrneenen First Airmail flight, Sept. 23, 1911 ......... 187
Garden City Estates . .......... First Airmail in America, Sept. 23, 1811.... 165
Garfield (Pres. James R.) ...... On 1922 I8BUE & « & siws cacsow wmsimnm s wige oy 2-3
P. O. Dept. official notice of issue, Oct. 24,
THDE coiin momnis e uvies araan aie 0606 KR @I85 5
Portrait used on #5568, 6e ... ... i 89
GErNTANY:3 5 Fiomiasibe 1ey o i Graf Zeppelin: flight . . coovciavees vewean 236
“Good will” issue of three stamps ......... 236
Rates of mail to, by Graf Zeppelin ...... 236-238
Rates of mail from New York ............. 239
Giant Sequoia Tree ............ Suggested design for #622, 13¢ .......... 114
Glover, W. IPVINE . cisvias ien ou New series of air mail stamps . ............ 169
Establishment of Philatelic Agency ........ 1
Announcement regarding # 558, 6c ........ 89
Golden Gate . . .. .civivinnnsna O 1922 H8806 i 5 wsvndims s e siiia siie e v 3
Substituted for design of “Yosemite” ...... 3
Design used on #5667, 20¢ ............0-n 124
Painting by W. A. Coulter ......c.coesesss 125
Goodyear-Zeppelin Corporation ..Hangar, Akron, used by Graf Zeppelin ..... 241
Government . . ....iiciveaenes Operated Airmail Routes , ............... 171
Graddick, Charles .....iieiu v Supt. of Airmail Service, P. O. Dept. ....... 231
Graf Zeppelin . . «:ivLcvivivians Afr Mall stamps . o v s s e 179-184
First flight across Atlantic ............ 235-241
Good WHII PlHeht oo v Fad vel g 179-180
F. W. von Meister, Spec. Representative .... 182
Century of Progress flight ...,.....c.000. 182-184
Great Britaln ... coee snemsmmme Map on #1309, 10c Air Mail .......... 174-209
Green; Col. E. H.. vosvsemieeaas Purchaser of #1302, 24c Airmail inverted
GOMEBW s B s Sonmnseman W GO B 190
GRATNS 5 § w0 el s 5 b Rates new Air Mail service ........cvcuann 184
Adr Mall Pights TO : & sursaise o wsassesie s 185
Gum breaker-roll device . ...... Prevent sheet curling . . ...........c.u.. 14-156
H
Hale; Nathan: .o cesncass awe s Subject suggested for 4c, 1925 issue ...... X
P. O. Dept. official notice of issue, Mch. 13,
FOBE - o el s i e e e e 12

Portrait used on #6551, Yee ...ihien s 21
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Hall; Advin W o o ves sovam i Director Bureau of Engraving and Printing.. 231
Paper differences . . ....... e A KN e e 16
Treatment of coil waste ..........cc0ue-0- 59
Report on # 1460, T5c Parcel PoBt vvwaies 161
EPATL- T o 5 st p s e See list of engravers.
Hall, B: M. v wumcms sey vy See list of engravers.
Hall Bovies: samusdon o a0 wmmews See list of engravers.
HAtAINE o oaos s s bl v w Portrait used for 1%%c, 1925 issue ........ 11-43
P. O. Dept. official notice of issue, Mch. 13,
FHIET s & 55 CRS R REET RS EEE e e o a 11
Front view portrait used on 1%e¢, 1930 issue 18
P. 0. Dept. official notice of issue .......... 18
Harding Memorial Stamp ...... Part of design used for #553, 1%ec ....... 43
Harlington, Nebr. . .......c.... First day sale, #671, 2¢ Nebr ............ 67
Harrison, Benjamin . .......... Portrait used on 13¢, 1925 issue ........... 13
P. O. Dept. official notice of issue, Dec. 14,
TOTET & o sommmm v wms e ate e i s piate 1 13
Portrait proposed for 3c, 1923 issue ........ 69
Portrait used on #622, 13¢ .........v0vuns i14
Harris & BEwing . .........0co. Photograph of Taft . .. ... .cecivvvecaanas 79
Harvesting . . +vovvevnvncnsnes Design on #1460, The Parcel Post ........ 160
FLABE o o simis smoem sine sree siemiewy See list of engravers.
Bawall. o & s soases s ey npe e Rate new air mail service .........00cten 184
Airmail flight to . . «.cvvnvvnr s osrasss 185
HRYes:: & & s diareiGe Sale dea s On 1922 ig81e . . . csevnsrnssns vnannans 2-3
Portrait used for #563, 11e .............. 107
Portrait used for #652, 11e .............. 107
Haves, Scott R. ...............Presented with proof #563, 11c .......... 107
FESIN, o o cmmrnes pops nose s Sasd See list of engravers.
Helmuth, Edward . . .......c.0 See list of engravers.
HE: T Wis smanis simiewmmismsm vy Testimony on use of rotary press .......... 10
Hiram, Ohio . . ........vnnenn Considered for first day sale, #558, fic ..... 89
Hitcheock, Post Master General..Approved designs for Parcel Post stamps.. .. 143
Hitcheoek; Frank . . oo e s P. M. . 1st sack of Air Mail, Sept. 23, 1911. 187
Hodgeville, K¥. . . cuiviaienvia First day sale, # 555, 3¢, Feby. 12, 1923....7-69
Hollow Horn Bear . ........... Name of Indian portrait, #565, 14c ....... 116
Holy Cross Mountain . ......... Rejected design for. #567, 20c ........... 124
Hoover, Pres. Herbert ......... New P. O. Building at Washington, D. C..... 226
Houdin's Bust . .......cc00u.. Of Washington subjeet on #554, 2¢ ..... 5l
Humbolt, Nebr. . .. .cccvsrvas First day sale, #677, Se “Nebr”, Apl. 17,
PHHG . L s mies e e 98
Huston. C. A. .o vvuveenwees.. Artist and designer—see following pages: 22, 27,

43, 69, 81, 119, 121, 129, 133, 136, 138, 140,
141, 143, 145, 147, 148, 149, 151, 155, 156,
157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 189, 195, 196, 200,
208, 221, 237, 239

||
Increase Postal rates , ......... To agree with postal laws of 1923 ......... 18
FATBN s s arenes SRR e EAR e, 0N TI2FTHENE . .. cow rooit bivw o ms o sialalsie gae 3
Hollow Horn Bear, #565, 14¢ ............ 116
Indianapolis, Ind. . . ........... First day sale, #632, 13¢ .............. 13-114
Interstate Commerce Commission. Approval ordinary stamps for Parcel Post... 144
Inverted 24c¢ Air Mail ...... ... Story of find and sale ......c0i0- v 190
Iraland. . ., «rerovnscneiin desas Map shown on #1304, 10e Air Mail..... 174-209
J
TEILEPEON.... .. sost wupyeome wasscin sei fi Subject suggested on 1922 issue ......... h 2
Subject selected for 9e¢, 1922 issue ......... 3
P. 0. Dept. official notice of issue .......... 6
Portrait used on #561, 9¢ ............... 99
Portrait painted by Gilbert Stuart ......... 99
ETomnTes™™ ; waluinEs peds e e Used for Curtis JAND Aeroplanes .......... 166
K
VCREAns! 1o & e S pare dEsOERE Abbreviation on state overprint stamps .... 16

YORDBAE: .., 5 5o se s vae owe Gosiaievie Trial state for sale state overprint stamps... 16
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Kansgas City, Kans. . .......... Not supplied with state overprint stamps.... 16
Kaufman, L; 4 o 5o S s s See list of engravers.
Koo, OWER & o 5a i s miemeed famme Chief Clerk P. O. Dept. . ... nnnn 231
Kitty Hawk flight . . .......... Part description #1457, 20c¢ Parcel Post ... 157
Wright Brothers first flight ............... 165
Eldii, BUESHRE 0w rom eovmn mneess 1st purchaser of #1302, 24¢ Air Mail invert-
gdieenter . & sauieeEnm s ol Heasees 190
“Kronprintz Wilhelm" . . ......Ship shown on # 1454, 10c Parcel Post .. ... 155
L
Lakebhurst, N, Ji ¢ vas v e i s Graf Zeppelin “Good Will" flight ....... 180-181
Terminal Graf Zeppelin flight, 1928 .. ...... 235
Rates for mail to U.. 8. via ... iuuiviian 236
Lamasure; Euia, o b e et vate See list of engravers,
Le Bourget Field, Paris ........ Lindbergh's landing place in France ....173-204
TaEDETEY S5 5 (03 vina iinia b s e o Subject on #F566, 15¢c . .................. 16
Lincoln . . . ... i, ON- 1922 BETIEN . v core ety S wmesins 2-3
O’ FE085; 88 « vanwsmmnme wans dugme e R 369
P. O. Dept. official notice of issue, Feby. 6,
BB o o susuauniuartnee, Seie LR e
P. O. Dept. official notice of re-issue, Jany. 20,
YOBA couii 3 Vaaiiases Hel sesen esiae s 19
3¢ re-igsued Feb. T, 1934 . . .. i rimesas 19
125th Anniversary Lincoln’s birth, Fehy. 12,
e e e e b 19
Lincoln Memorial . . .......... ON. 1D 22 30TTOK .o v sumn v s s s $0hs 3
P. 0. Dept. official notice of issue, Febhy. 6,
TOBT o oon seirsapenee, a5 et el 4l me TR R A WATE
Design on: FO5TL, $L000: i sovici iniaaias 138
Eincoln; Nebr.: «oo siivavvs eas &35 First day sales, stamps overprint *Nebr',
Nar: Teh MU0 o to nae s ® e s 16
Lindbergh, Charles A. ......... Flight to France . . .. ...t 173
Stampin Honor 0F ... v v mememr e s 1731756
G B N HEE o sovio vs o S e T S e 204
FHENL 0 HUPODE o o suwswu srine womedsesseive sie 204
CAckerman’s telegrapm about, to P. M. G. ... 205
Return to Air Mail Service ............... 207
Again Flies the Air Mail ................. 207
Lindbergh Air Mail ........... Degeription . . o cevivsvernsnnasss sosa ipss 207
Wording on #1309, 10c Air Mail ......... 174
Lindbergh Field . . ............ Dedication at Springfield, I, ............. 207
Lindbergh Issue . . .........00. Mentioned and description . ............ 200-204
Little Falls, Minn. . . ........0un First day sale, #1309, 10c¢ Air Mail, June
I8 TODT o e s ente < el iEne s, el 174
Lock Haven, Pa. . . ...........Experimental Flight N. Y. to Chicago, Sept.
T TOER s, SRl mis i it @iy Sy e 193
Licgdon, JONE, . . o b bo pdus pes Universal Postal Union Congress 1929 .. ... 108
Los Angeles, Calif. . ........... First day sale, # 723, 6c, Aug. 18, 1932 .... 92
M
Mail Wagon . . .......covoueion. On #1453, 4¢c Parcel Post ............... 149
Model in Museum at Washington .......... 149
NLETE TTRITE oo mans woie W @i = 546 Design on #1454, 5¢ Parcel Post .......... 151
Manufaeturing ..: : o6 s aswsamiis Design on #1455, 256c¢ Parcel Post ......... 158
Marion, Ohin:., ¢ « cvvmasiee s First day sale, # 684, 13¢, Dec. 1, 1930.... 49
McCloskey, Vietor 8. Jr. ....... Prepared suggzested design #1400, 16c¢ Air
BERE & & SisiaEEe i SRl RN TR 232
Prepared design on #1317, 50c Air Mail.... 242
M'Coy, W. R. ......iiiiiuennn First day sale of # 697, 17¢, July 25, 1931.. 122
McKenzie, Blair . . ....conww v Helps on precancelling device ............. 9
MelimleY s o o v smn smewsieae e OR-ED22 BOPIBE oo wosvimimns w s wwim wies s SIe0w BUESH 2
O Te, 1923 d8808 o e nasmims s ¢80 5w 3
Subjeetion FE 559 TC i s swniveine v wmin wiib 93
Meissner, A. R. . .....c.vviennn Designer #1309, 10e¢ Air Mail ............ 208
Designer #1310, 6¢ Air Mail ............. 213
Designer #1311, 5¢ Air Mail ............. 221

Designer #1312, 65¢ Graf Zeppelin ....... 237



Mekeels . . . coeaiion s cnsnias
Mexico City, MexX. ......-csses-
Miami, Fla. + ¢ covivs sng mmns s

Middle West . . v coawsonsaisens
Midwestern Philatelic Exhibition.

Millard, Congressman Charles D..
MinEola. IV X2 cw wvs mame sempismoy

Montgomery, F. . . oo
Mt. Rainier . . .o vvveoannvns
Muskogee, Okla. . . ...
Myerg, B. B, .. covinvszaiess

Nebragloa, o oo o dien a0 emm i@ o
UNTEHYIY L v ¢ e S W T
New Haven, Conn. . . .........

ENEW YOPK™ ¢ v soon wome some moria g ises
Naw York, M. W o wwe sim swime

New York City . e enwwsas wisiem
New York City Hall . c..vee v
New York Times . . ...ovesuns

Newton, Kans. . . .. ...rcovenae

Niagara Falls . o v s v &

Night Flight . . .0 oseeai s

Night Flying + . .o e vaevmnonoes
North, Gen. ROY « « o sves v emnann
North American Continent ......
North Platt, Nebr. :.......06:0

[Npnx 275

Designer #1313, $1.30 Graf Zeppelin ...... 239
Designer #1314, $2.60 Graf Zeppelin ...... 239
Designer #1317, 50¢ Graf Zeppelin ........ 242
Number of #1460, Tbe Parcel Post printed.. 161
Pan American Congress U. P. U. 1920 ...... 108
iral Zeppelin “Century of Progress’ flight,
TORB o o o e el duaid il s S e, 182—-183-241
Graf Zeppelin mail to various points ....... 241
Sale of #1317, 50c Air Mail .......... 184242

Farm scene design on # 1460, T5c Parcel Post 160
First day sale, #1309, 10e¢ Air Mail, Cleve-

land, May 26, 1927 . .. v ivsrrrisansan 174
Courtesy of First day sale ................ 210
Resolution of inquiry . . ....cceeeiaceen 232
1st Air Mail flight in America, Sept. 23,

LOTT & s ol Wus g RevEniis Ea s DT 6 165187
First Transcontinental flight to San Francisco,

Sept. T, 19200, .. ove vaimallievamn sl s 193
Design on new Air Mail ............c..ouun 185
Ofl 1922 8 Tie8 & + wive womumsm s mon mps s s aes 2
On 10c, 1922 issue .. .....ccnvmrmernaanas 3
P. 0. Dept. official notice of issue .......... 6
Portrait by J. Van der Lin on #562, 10c. 102

See list of engravers.
Rejected subject for # 567, P00 cowniiste s 124
First day sale # 565, 14¢, May 1, 1928 ....: 116

.See list of engravers,

N
Trial state for state overprint stamps ...... 16
Abbreviation state overprint stamps ....... 16
.First day sale, #551, 132¢, Apl. 4, 1925 ,..12-21
Loecation Bela Lyon Pratt’s statue of Hale... 21
Experimental precancel die . ........ . ... 61
First day sale He, 1922 isgue .. .......00es 4
First precancelled issue for, Apl. 21, 1923 ... 9
First day sale, # 623, B 1 12-121
First day sale, #557, 5¢ ........vvnnnnnn 81
Aeroplane mail service established, May 15,
TBLR o e 6 eidie s SRS e idnaiaimn ae s e e 6
To Chicago—Air Mail Service Zone ........ 169
Official notice of service .......c.oivevn s 171
1st day sale, #1308, 20¢ Air Mail ...... 172-202
On #1309, 10e Air Mail ........... ..., 174
First flight, to Washington, May 15, 1911... 189
Experimental flight to Chicago, Sept. 7, 1918. 193
Air Zones ereated . . o s bemmaea v s 194
First day sale, 21317, 50¢ Air Mail, Oct. 2,
PORE o e BT e §E e 184-242
araf Zeppelin “Good Will' flight . .......... 183
Graf Zeppelin rate to Germany ............ 239

Incorrect view on # 1455, 10¢ Parcel Post. .. 151
Location of Van der Lin’s picture of Monroe. 102
Report of proof Graf Zeppelin stamps to Dr.

BERONBL «: i 55 s sEie s s FiF & wivy e 2306
First day sale, # 658, lc HIEATE™ Lo s o 38
First day sale, # 664, 6c “Kans" .......... 91
First day sale, # 666, 8¢ “Kans" .......... 97
Subject on 1922 serfes ...... o0 i i i, 2
On 25c, 1922 i88UE .. voer s sasasingsaas 3
Rejected subject for #567, 20c¢ ........... 124
Subject on #5665, 25¢ ... ... 129
Canada PArt OWINET . « sscee s samawssswes 129
First experiment Transcontinental, Aug. 21,

TG BE iy sidlinines ST SRR, SR 169
Air mail service N. Y.San Francisco ........ 170
Deputy Third Asst. P. M. G. .............. 231
Outlined on #1309, 10c Air Mail ......... 174

First day sale, #670, 1%c “Nebr”, Apl. 1,
POBG s i wwie Soiee Wi S e e 48
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0
Y PIBERE . .. w6 et m s e DEBSTIPHIN » « o o wen comeme e g 205 Sinas 13
Omaha, Nebr. . . .............. Not supplied with state overprint stamps.... 16
143 ANDIVErBATY 4« wivw sinis vwas Establishment of P. O. Dept. ...........0u. 226
QPAnES, OO oo oemmemsas pees Birthplace of James A, Garfield ........... 89
Over ' night Mgkt v voe o First airmail Chicago to New York ........ 170
Overprint stamps . . ........... For trial states Kansas and Nebraska ...... 16
P. O. Dept. official notice of issue .......... 16
Ovington; ‘Barle:; & wovis sk cabe Airmail Pilot #1 .. ................ov... 187
Owens, Arthur E. . ........... Use of coil waste . . ......covvvuvinvinnns 11-32
Varioties: 2664, 2¢ . . ocowvvwnes ve s aa 56
Placing plate numbers, #578, 1e .......... 32
Oyster 'Bay, N. ¥. icosus vussvis First day sale, be, 1922 issue ............. 4
Fivst day dale; 687 beuwiiaiei vk s enes 81
1)
Pacific: Ooast .. © .o wswaanes Alr Zone eraated . i uveiieins s i aivia 194
Pan American Congress . ...... Mexico City, Mexico, 1929 . .........c0o... 108
Parcel Posl isste ::.ves volagin Act of Congress authorizing .............. 143
Parcel Post Packages . ........ Intent to show in designs on Parcel Post.... 149
32455 o e i P Lindbergh landing, Le Bourget Field ...... 173
Shown on #1309, 10c Air Mail ........ 174-209
“Paste Ups" . . . ....uinennnn. Causes and deseription . ................ 30-31
Patton, Postmaster of N. Y. ....1st hag of Airmail to Washington, May 15,
LOLB = o miis w8 Oy e S 188
PRulaing Ba o son i ssanessoemi Etching portrait of Harding .............. 43
See list of engravers.
Pawnee City, Nebr. . .......... First day sale # 673, 4c Nebr, Apl. 17, 1929. 78
Pernambuco, Brazil . . ......... Graf Zeppelin “Good Will" flight .......... 181
Century of Progfess flight ......... 182-183-241
Rates, mail to and from U. S. ...... 236-238-239
Philadelphia, Pa. . ............ First day sale, #5652, 1le, Jany. 17, 1923 ....6-27
Aeroplane mail service established, May 15,
EOTE wuii @ plbsi el i itte ety G s 166
Philadelphia Stamp Club . ...... Suggested special Lindbergh stamp ........ 206
Philippine Islands . . .......... Rate new airmail service ................. 184
Airmail flights to . . ...t e 185
Shield on new 25¢ Air Mail stamp ......... 185
Photo-electric cells . . ......... Used in perforating sheets of stamps ....... G4
Pioneer Flight Period . ........ AT MALl BEYVICE : was e eoarsios e i siei 165
PIBESS. 1 o s i wes ymise s et 30 Chrominm plated:. o u e sve s was o siga 13
T ma D R U S SIS S T 13
SSERTY: SIS G R R A e ey n b 13
Postal Service Aet . ........... Increasing rates of postage, Feby. 28, 1925.11—4:
Post-Office Clerk . . ........... Design on #1450, 1c Parcel Post .......... 145
Pratt, Bela Lyon . . ........... Statue of Hale at New Haven, Conn. ....... 21
Precancelling device ., . ........ Developed by Richard Breaden ............ 9
Blair McKenzie assisted with ............. 9
Precancelled stamps ., . ........ By new method, first issued, Apl. 21, 1923... 10
le coil ““New York,"” Jany. 7, 1924 ......... 10
See description #6883, 20 i .iviiii sne e 61
Presentation sheets . . ......... Designation ““Made to Order' sheets ....... 232
On sale at Philatelic Ageney .............. 233
Philatelic Ageney . . ...........Established . . . ... ...t eenenrenns 1
Q
Quintand, Geo. H. ............. Finder imperforate # 557, 5¢, Stamford,
N O RO 82
R
Radio Address . . ....covvuwann By P. M. G. on new issue, May, 1929 ....... 17
Railway Postal Clerk . ........ Design on #1452, 3¢ Parcel Post .......... 148
Balph Ji Bl s s s s wies Director of Bureau (Eng. & Printing) ...... 143

Rarest ordinary stamp

Supply photograph used, #1458, 25¢ P. P... 158
Of 20th Cer{tury R X e I e R R 10
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Rates of Postage ............. Postal Service Act, Feby. 28, 19256...... 11-21-43
Increase of 1932 . ..ivvruinensasiiwvosns 18-19%
Ravenna, Nebr. . . ... s vann First day sale, # 673, 4c Nebr, Apl. 17, 1929. 68
Return Receipt Requested ....... . « . . «. ittt cianirasnsssartecnsans 69
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil ......... Graf Zeppelin “Good Will' flight ........... 181
Graf Zeppelin “Century of Progress’ flight,

181-182-183
Rates of mail to and from U. S...... 236-238-239
Century of Progress 1933 trip ............. 241

Robay;, Wi & con auc ssii sivira o First purchased 24c¢ inverted Air Mail, Wash-
IREYONL & 2% @ sl bl S0eE S Eenel b o aiete PEs o 150
Rocky Mountains . . ........... Beacon Light on Sherman Hill ............ 213
Roosevelt (Pres. Theodore) ..Bubject on 1922 series . .. i e dn 2-3
Subject selected for #5567, 6 ............. 81
Subject intended for #562, 10c ........... 102

Roosevelt (Pres. Franklin D.)...

Signed bill reducing air mail rate .......... 228
Presented with sheet, #1400, 16c Air Mail.. 232
Suggested design for # 1400, 16¢c Air Mail... 232

Roosevelt Dam .. .....cc0uuann Suzgested for #566, 16c ................ 11%

Prinz Heinrich of Prussia ...... Story of #1455, 10c Parcel Post .......... 151

Rotary Press . . .....uovuuunvnn Used in experimenfs . ........v.:000iauan 9

Benjamin Stickney, designer . ............. 10

L. A. Hill testimony on use ............... 10

Rural Carrier .« < cus waswiseavs Design on #1453, 4¢ Parcel Post ......... 149

S

Sailing vessel, three masted ....On design of new 25¢ Air Mail ............ 185

St. Louis, Mo. ¢ «w e van seassas First day sale, #1309, 10c Air Mail ....... 174

Residence backers of Lindbergh ........... 204

Home port “Spirit of St. Louis™ ........... 206

San Francisco . : iy e sisiseias Action of **Chamber of Commerce™ ......... 125

Official notice of airmail service ........... 171

First Transcontinental flight, Sept. 7, 1918.. 193

Schofield, L. S, . « vccveronnnens See list of engravers . . .....ovvvev i 27

Seal of TJ, 8, of AM. & cov smawwrns Design on #1400, 16¢c Air Mail ........... 231

Seville, Spain . . cv.iveiiienaen Graf Zeppelin “Good Will" flight .......... 181

“Century of Progress' flight ........... 182-183

Rates mail via Graf Zeppelin....... 236-238-239

Seymour, Geo. Dudley . ........ Efforts for use of ""Hale’ portrait .......... 21

Sherman Beacon . . ........... Design on #1310, 5¢ Air Mail ............ 221
Sherman Hill . . .. ..o evnrens Rocky Mountain location of Sherman Beac-

o R T e e 175-213

Shield of Philippine Isl. ........ On new 24¢ Air Mail ......ccvivmeinvnnons 185

Shield of United States ........ On new 25¢ AP -Mall . consms e v e @ eaee 185

Ship, Mid 19th Century ........ On new 25¢ Air Mail . :ivian vwvams vuaseis 1856

Sloane, Geo. B. . .. i iinnan Varieties on #6599, 2¢ .. ..o il i 56

Varieties on #2558, be .. vviionn vun vvvvaan 89

Bmillie;, G. F. O. v evvvineinis Engraver Lincoln portrait, 1899 ........... 69

South America . . ..o vevineross Graf Zeppelin trip, 1930 ........ ... 0vven. 236

Graf Zeppelin trip to Chicago, 1933 ........ 241

South Chicago . . ......000uu.. Photograph Steel Plant, # 1458, 25¢ P. P.... 158

Southgate, H. M. . . ...........Data sales overprint stamps .............. 38

Defects on' #5699, 2€ cos covnw vrs saw swsnaie 56

First day sales, # 697, 17¢, July 25, 1931... 122

Remarks on 568, 25e . .oviiin voivin v 129

President Bureau Issues Association ....... 242

Southport, England . .
BPEIN v v e s
Special stamp . . ..

Spirit of St. Louis

Springfield, I1L. . .

Stamford, Conn, . .

Reports no Graf Zeppeling 50c¢ imperforates. . 242
First airmail in England, Aug. 18, 1910 ..., 165
Graf Zeppelin 1930 trip ........ 0 235
For air mall 8Brvite . ..o s e 5w s 166
Curtis JAND planes model design for stamps. 166
Lindberghs plane flight to France...173-174-175

Lindberghs plane flight to BEurope ...... 204-206
Description of design on stamp ............ 209
First day sale, #571, $§1.00 Memorial, Feby.

1 P iy A e e 7-138
Special flight to . . .. .. i i 207
Dedication Lindbergh Field . ............. 207

Geo. H. Quintard finding # 557, 5c imperf. .. 82
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MBEAMDE" G s ss e eemea e To report discoveries on special service stamps 163
St PYates o o vacwn saoawnse wed Perforating experiments . ............... 13-51
5 & 6 point stars described ,..........00... 51
On sheets of #6555, 3¢ ................... 69
Onghoots of #6860, 80 ... cuwpmmmismessm s 96
O Bheets of 838, 186 v masenmme e 114
Onghiagts oL 667, 200 qwinws swvanms s 126
State overprint stamps ........ P. O. Dept. official overprint, Apl. 8, 1929.... 16
Statue of Liberty -c:.caaee wan Suggested subject for 15¢, 1922 series ...... 3
Design on Bh66 TEe: & i e e as s fe e 119
Staunton; Va: v: ws i ressaine gdd First day sale, # 623, 17¢, Dec. 28, 1925..12-121
Steamship and Mail Tender .. ... Design #1455, 10e Parcel Post ........... 1556
Stevens, Walter A, . ........... Drawings of 1922 series ................. 19
Stickley, Benjamin . . ......... Desgigner of Rotary Press . ...c.ese sweees i 10-14
StockholM. .. 5 & wos soevwvw wanes sy 1924 U: P Y CODETEEE o cvcavm ivm s ess 108
!1\
Taft, Pres. William Howard ....Portrait for 4e, 1920 issue ............... 17
P. 0. Dept. official notice of issue, May 19,
TSN v sviac e s Ry BTSSR A0 17
Suggested memorial stamp . .............. 79
Portrait used on #685, 4¢ ............... 79
Portrait used on #687, 4c ............... 80
Tecumseh, Nebr. . . «.veveenenn First day sale, # 679, 10c Nebr, Apl. 18, 1929 105
“Thrift Week"” ... ............Issue of #6552, 1¢ Franklin in 1923 ....... 27
Thurston, R. B. . . ............Postmaster at Hodgeville, Ky. ............ 69
THton, . AL .. « wrvcnmvesssees Statement issue #575, 1lc Imp. ........... 29
Topeka, Kane. ... «veeevavim e Not supplied with state overprint stamps ... 16
Tomb Unknown Soldier ........ Not Ehown ont FEbT0, BO& iy s iGu Jaiann 136
Transportation of Mail Service ..Second group of Parcel Post stamps ........ 151
Trans-Pacific Air Mail ......... Inscription on stamp . . .................. 185
l!

Universal Postal Union . .......

Universal Postal Union Congress.
U. 8. Museum, Washington, D. C..

Van der Lin, J. ........c.ccueu.
Vernal Falls at Yosemite ......

von Meister, F, W. .......00ui.

Wahoo, Nebr. . . .....co0ivvunnn

Waldorf, Md. . . <. o i inanise
‘“Washed” Stamps . ........00..
Washington, Geo. . ............

Washington, Martha . .........

‘Washington, D. C. . ...........

Distribution of Graf Zeppelin stamp #1312., 238
Distribution of Graf Zeppelin stamp # 1313.. 239

Supplied with copies of stamp ............. 108
“Group of Buffalo” design, #0569, 30c ..... 133
‘.‘
Portrait of Monroe use, 562, 10¢ ......... 102
Subject suggested for #566, 16¢c .......... 119
Subject suggested for #567, 20c .......... 124
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This book is dedicaled
to the memory of

BEVERLY S, KING,
who was my companion in the

compiling of the two earlier
voluwmes of this work.
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